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 ____ Total # of arrests for domestic violence offenses 

____ Total # of arrests for other violent offenses 

____ Total # of arrests for non-violent offenses 

____ Total # of restraining order violations 

____ Total # of bail condition violations 

____ Total # of probation violations 

 

Family court history  

If yes, check those that 

apply… 

____ Current child custody/access dispute  

____ Prior child custody/access dispute 

____ Current child protection hearing 

____ Prior child protection hearing 

____ No info 

 

Treatment history  

If yes, check those that apply 

… 
____ Prior domestic violence treatment 

____ Prior substance abuse treatment 

____ Prior mental health treatment 

____ Anger management 

____ Other – specify _____________________________ 

____ No info 

 

Victim taking medication at 

time of incident 

 

 

Medication prescribed for 

victim at time of incident 

 

 

Victim taking psychiatric 

drugs at time of incident 
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Victim made threats or 

attempted suicide prior to 

incident 

 

 

Any significant life changes 

occurred prior to fatality? 

 

 

Describe: 

 
 

Subject in childhood or 

Adolescence to sexual abuse? 

 

 

Subject in childhood or 

adolescence to physical 

abuse? 

 

 

Exposed in childhood or 

adolescence to domestic 

violence? 

 

 

 

-- END VICTIM INFORMATION -- 

 

 

PERPETRATOR INFORMATION 

**Same data as above for victim 

      

Gender  

Age  

Marital status  

Number of children  

Pregnant  

If yes, age of fetus (in weeks)  

Residency status  

Education  

Employment status  

Occupational level  

Criminal history  
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If yes, check those that 

apply… 

____ Prior domestic violence arrest record 

____ Arrest for a restraining order violation 

____ Arrest for violation of probation 

____ Prior arrest record for other 

assault/harassment/menacing/disturbance 

____ Prior arrest record for DUI/possession 

____ Juvenile record 

 

 ____ Total # of arrests for domestic violence offenses 

____Total # of arrests for other violent offenses 

____ Total # of arrests for non-violent offenses 

____ Total # of restraining order violations 

____ Total # of bail condition violations 

____ Total # of probation violations 

 

Family court history  

If yes, check those that 

apply… 

____ Current child custody/access dispute  

____ Prior child custody/access dispute 

____ Current child protection hearing 

____ Prior child protection hearing  

____ No info 

 

Treatment history  

If yes, check those that apply 

… 

____ Prior domestic violence treatment 

____ Prior substance abuse treatment 

____ Prior mental health treatment 

____ Anger management 

____ Other – specify _____________________________ 

____ No info 
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Perpetrator on medication at 

time of incident 

 

 

Medication prescribed for 

perpetrator at time of incident 

 

 

Perpetrator taking psychiatric 

drugs at time of incident 

 

 

Perpetrator made threats or 

attempted suicide prior to 

incident 

 

 

Any significant life changes 

occurred prior to fatality? 

 

 

Describe: 

 
 

Subject in childhood or 

Adolescence to sexual abuse? 

 

 

Subject in childhood or 

adolescence to physical 

abuse? 

 

 

Exposed in childhood or 

adolescence to domestic 

violence? 

 

 

 

 

-- END PERPETRATOR INFORMATION -- 

 

INCIDENT  

 

Date of incident  

Date call received  

Time call received  

Incident type  

Incident reported by  

Total number of victims **Not 

including perpetrator if suicided 
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Who were additional victims 

aside from perpetrator?  

 

 

Others received non-fatal 

injuries 

 

 

Perpetrator injured during 

incident? 

 

 

Who injured perpetrator? 

 
 

 

 

Location of crime  

 

Location of incident  

If residence, type of dwelling 

 
 

If residence, where was 

victim found? 

 

 

 

Cause of Death (Primary Victim) 

 

Cause of death  

Multiple methods used?  

If yes be specific …  

Other evidence of excessive 

violence? 

 

Evidence of mutilation?  

Victim sexually assaulted?  

If yes, describe  (Sexual assault, 

sexual mutilation, both) 

 

 

Condition of body  

Victim substance use at time 

of crime? 

 

 

Perpetrator substance use at 

time of crime? 
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Weapon Use 

 

Weapon use  

If weapon used, type  

If gun, who owned it?  

Gun acquired legally?  

If yes, when acquired?  

Previous requests for gun to 

be surrendered/destroyed? 

 

 

Did court ever order gun to 

be surrendered/destroyed? 

 

 

 

 

Witness Information 

 

Others present at scene of 

fatality (i.e. witnesses)? 

 

 

If children were present:  

Matthew Jr.  

Michelle  

Andrea  

What intervention occurred as 

a result? 

 

 

 

Perpetrator actions after fatality 

 

Did perpetrator attempt/commit 

suicide following the incident? 

 

 

If committed suicide, how? 

 
 

Did suicide appear to be part of 

original homicide? 
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How long after the killing did suicide 

occur? 

 

 

Was perpetrator in custody when 

attempted or committed suicide? 

 

 

Was a suicide note left? If yes, was 

precipitating factor identified 

 

 

Describe:  Perpetrator left note attached to 

envelope and within the envelope were photos of 

the victim and her boyfriend and correspondence 

regarding the purchase of a house in North 

Dakota and money transfers etc. 

 

 

If perpetrator did not commit suicide, 

did s/he leave scene? 

 

 

If perpetrator did not commit suicide, 

where was s/he 

arrested/apprehended? 

 

(At scene, turned self in, apprehended later, still at large, 

other – specify) 

 

How much time passed between the 

fatality and the arrest of the suspect: 

 

(Hours, days, weeks, months, unknown, n/a – still at large) 

 

 

-- END INCIDENT INFORMATION -- 

 

 

VICTIM/PERPETRATOR RELATIONSHIP HISTORY 

 

Relationship of victim to perpetrator 

 
 

Length of relationship  

If divorced, how long?  

If separated, how long?  

If separated more than a Month, list 

# of months 

 

 

 

Did victim begin relationship with a 

new partner? 
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If not separated, was there evidence 

that a separation was imminent? 

 

 

Is there a history of separation in 

relationship? 

 

 

If yes, how many previous 

separations were there? 

(Indicate #, unknown 

 

If not separated, had victim tried to 

leave relationship 

 

 

If yes, what steps had victim taken in 

past year to leave relationship? 
(Check all that apply) 

____ Moved out of residence 

____ Initiated defendant moving out 

____ Sought safe housing 

____ Initiated legal action 

____ Other – specify 

 

 

Children Information 

 

Did victim/perpetrator have children 

in common? 

 

 

If yes, how many children in 

common? 

 

 

If separated, who had legal custody 

of children? 

 

 

If separated, who had physical 

custody of children at time of 

incident? 

 

 

Which of the following best 

describes custody agreement? 

 

 

Did victim have children from 

previous relationship? 

 

 

If yes, how many? (Indicate #) 
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History of domestic violence 

 

Were there prior reports of domestic violence in this relationship?   

 

Type of Violence? (Physical, other)     __________________________________________________________  

If other describe:   ________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

If yes, reports were made to: (Check all those that apply) 

____ Police 

____ Courts  

____ Medical 

____ Family members 

____ Clergy 

____ Friends 

____ Co-workers 

____ Neighbors 

____ Shelter/other domestic violence program 

____ Family court (during divorce, custody, restraining order proceedings) 

____ Social services  

____ Child protection 

____ Legal counsel/legal services 

____ Other – specify __________________________________________ 

 

Historically, was the victim usually the perpetrator of abuse?     ____________________  

If yes, how known?   ______________________________________________________   

Describe:  _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Was there evidence of escalating violence?  

If yes, check all that apply: 

____ Prior attempts or threats of suicide by perpetrator 

____ Prior threats with weapon 

____ Prior threats to kill  

____ Perpetrator abused the victim in public 

____ Perpetrator monitored victim’s whereabouts 

____ Blamed victim for abuse 

____ Destroyed victim’s property and/or pets 

____ Prior medical treatment for domestic violence related injuries reported 

____ Other – specify ___________________________________________ 

 

 

-- END VICTIM-PERPETRATOR RELATIONSHIP INFORMATION -- 
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SYSTEM CONTACTS 

 

Background 

 

Did victim have access to working telephone?     ________________________________  

 

Estimate distance victim had to travel to access helping resources? (KMs)      

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

Did the victim have access to transportation?     _________________________________  

 

Did the victim have a Safety Plan?    _________________________________________  

 

Did the victim have an opportunity to act on the Plan?     _________________________  

 

Agencies/Institutions 

Were any of the following agencies involved with the victim or the perpetrator during the past 

year prior to the fatality?    _________________________________________________  

 

**Indicate who had contact, describe contact and outcome. Locate date(s) of contact on events 

calendar for year prior to killing (12-month calendar) 

 

 

Criminal Justice/Legal Assistance: 

 

Police (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Crown attorney (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Defense counsel (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Court/Judges (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 
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Corrections (Victim, perpetrator or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Probation (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parole (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family court (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family lawyer (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Court-based legal advocacy (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Victim-witness assistance program (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Victim Services (including domestic violence services) 

 

Domestic violence shelter/safe house (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sexual assault program (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 
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Other domestic violence victim services (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Community based legal advocacy (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children services  

 

School (Victim, perpetrator, children or all) 

Describe:  (Did school know of DV? Did school provide counseling?) 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supervised visitation/drop off center (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Child protection services (Victim, perpetrator, children, or all) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Health care services 

 

Mental health provider (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mental health program (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Health care provider (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 
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Regional trauma center (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Local hospital (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ambulance services (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Community Services 

 

Anger management program (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Batterer’s intervention program (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Marriage counselling (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Substance abuse program (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Religious community (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Immigrant advocacy program (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 
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Animal control/humane society (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Cultural organization (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fire department (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Homeless shelter (Victim, perpetrator, or both) 

Describe:______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Outcome:________________________________________________________________ 

 

-- END SYSTEM CONTACT INFORMATION -- 

 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

Was a risk assessment done?    

If yes, by whom?________________________________________________________ 

 

When was the risk assessment done?_______________________________________ 

 

What was the outcome of the risk assessment?_______________________________ 

 
  
 
 

DVDRC COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Was the homicide (suicide) preventable in retrospect?  (Yes, no) 

 

If yes, what would have prevented this tragedy? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 

 

What issues are raised by this tragedy that should be outlined in the DVDRC annual report? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____________ 

 

Future Research Issues/Questions:____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________ 

 

Additional comments: _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 

 

1. History of violence outside of the family by perpetrator    

2. History of domestic violence    

3. Prior threats to kill victim    

4. Prior threats with a weapon    

5. Prior assault with a weapon    

6. Prior threats to commit suicide by perpetrator    

7. Prior suicide attempts by perpetrator     

8. Prior attempts to isolate the victim    

9. Controlled most of all of victim’s daily activities    

10. Prior hostage-taking and/or forcible confinement    

11. Prior forced sexual acts and/or assaults during sex    

12. Child custody or access disputes    

13. Prior destruction or deprivation of victim’s property    

14. Prior violence against family pets    

15. Prior assault on victim while pregnant    

16. Strangulation of victim in the past    

17. Perpetrator was abused and/or witnessed domestic violence as a child    

18. Escalation of violence    

19. Obsessive behaviour displayed by perpetrator    

20. Perpetrator unemployed    

21. Victim and perpetrator living common-law    

22. Presence of stepchildren in the home    

23. Extreme minimization and/or denial of spousal assault history    

24. Actual or pending separation    

25. Excessive alcohol and/or drug use by perpetrator    

26. Depression – in the opinion of family/friend/acquaintance – perpetrator    

27. Depression – professionally diagnosed – perpetrator  

28. Other mental health or psychiatric problems – perpetrator    

29. Access to or possession of any firearms    

30. New partner in victim’s life    

31. Failure to comply with authority – perpetrator    

32. Perpetrator exposed to/witnessed suicidal behaviour in family of origin    

33. After risk assessment, perpetrator had access to victim    

34. Youth of couple (18 to 24 years of age)    

35. Sexual jealousy – perpetrator    

36. Misogynistic attitudes – perpetrator    

37. Age disparity of couple (age difference of 9 or more years)    

38. Victim’s intuitive sense of fear of perpetrator    

39. Perpetrator threatened and/or harmed children  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Appendix D 

 

Risk Factors in the Younger and Older Population 

 Younger 

Population 

Older 

Population 

Total χ2 
 

 n % n % N %  

History of Violence Outside of 

Family 

28 (40.0) 4 (18.2) 32 (34.8) 3.58 

History of Domestic Violence 55 (78.6) 10 (45.5) 65 (70.7) 10.67* 

Prior Threats to Kill Victim 34 (48.6) 3 (13.6) 37 (40.2) 8.64* 

Prior Threats with Weapon Against 

Victim 

17 (24.3) 0 (0.0) 17 (18.5) 7.03 

Prior Threats or Attempts to 

Commit Suicide 

43 (61.4) 8 (36.4) 51 (55.4) 4.38 

Prior Attempts to Isolate Victim 25 (35.7) 7 (31.8) 32 (34.8) .150 

Prior Attempts to Control Victim 25 (35.7) 5 (22.7) 30 (32.6) 1.91 

Prior Hostage Taking 12 (17.1) 1 (4.5) 13 (14.1) 2.54 

Prior Forced Sexual Acts 10 (14.3) 1 (4.5) 11 (12.0) 1.53 

Prior Destruction of Victim’s 

Property 

9 (12.9) 2 (9.1) 11 (12.0) .23 

Strangulation of Victim in the Past 13 (18.6) 0 (0.0) 13 (14.1) 5.01 

Perpetrator Exposed to Domestic 

Violence as Child 

13 (18.6) 0 (0.0) 13 (14.1) 4.79 

Perpetrator Physically Abused as 

Child 

13 (18.6) 0 (0.0) 13 (14.1) 4.83 

Escalation of Violence 33 (47.1) 6 (27.3) 39 (42.4) 3.18 

Obsessive Behaviour 45 (64.3) 4 (18.2) 49 (53.3) 14.32** 

Minimization or Denial of Abuse 15 (21.4) 2 (9.1) 17 (18.5) 1.95 

Actual or Pending Separation 61 (87.1) 6 (27.3) 67 (72.8) 32.08** 

Substance Abuse 26 (37.1) 6 (27.3) 32 (34.8) 1.01 

Depression Evident 39 (55.7) 17 (77.3) 56 (60.9) 4.73 

Diagnosed Depression 18 (25.7) 11 (50.0) 29 (31.5) 5.43 

Other Psychiatric Illness 24 (34.3) 6 (27.3) 30 (32.6) 2.43 

Access to a Firearm 21 (30.0) 7 (31.8) 28 (30.4) .38 

New Partner in Victim’s life (Real 

or Perceived) 

32 (45.7) 2 (9.1) 34 (37.0) 9.68* 

Failure to Comply with Authority 23 (32.9) 1 (4.5) 24 (26.1) 8.14 

Criminal History 44 (62.9) 6 (27.3) 50 (54.3) 10.04* 

Access to Victim After Risk 

Assessment  

11 (15.7) 0 (0.0) 11 (12.0) 7.48 

Sexual Jealousy 30 (32.6) 5 (22.7) 35 (38.0) 4.32 

Victim’s Intuitive Sense of Fear 33 (47.1) 9 (40.9) 42 (45.7) 1.73 

History of Threats or Abuse against 

Children 

24 (34.3) 4 (18.2) 28 (30.4) 2.16 

*p < .05 for a priori predictions or p < .01 for non-a priori predictions 

**p < .001 
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df = 2 
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Appendix E 

 
Dominant Theme of Abuse 

 

Example 1.  

 

This case involved the homicide–suicide of a couple who had been married for 

approximately forty years and who had two children. The husband (age 60) stabbed his wife (age 

57) to death and then himself.  

The victim and perpetrator were known to have long-standing marital discord with issues 

around finances, health, gambling, and use of alcohol. The victim was a compulsive gambler and 

had dissipated their savings. The perpetrator was seen by others outside the home to be both 

dominating and verbally abusive toward the victim. He was very controlling. The perpetrator had 

retired ten years prior to the homicide-suicide and did not want the victim to have access to his 

money since she did not work and because of her gambling. However, the perpetrator had 

forbidden the victim to work. She was also not allowed to obtain a driver’s license. The 

perpetrator told a neighbour openly that if the victim were to ever leave him and go after his 

pension, he would kill her.  

The victim’s mother saw black and blue marks on her daughter many times. She also said 

after her daughter’s death that her daughter never complained to police, friends, or agencies; she 

kept the abuse to herself. In fact, a few weeks before the deaths, the victim’s mother took 

pictures of the bruising as evidence of the perpetrator’s abusive behaviour toward the victim. 

A few days prior to the incident, the victim confided to a friend that she was planning to 

leave the perpetrator for good and divorce him. On the day of the deaths, the victim told the 

perpetrator she was leaving him. The victim’s friend of over 40 years saw the perpetrator at 

approximately 1:30 p.m. that same day. The friend later told the police that the perpetrator was 
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