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EPILOGUE: TORNADO, OXFORD CENTRE

by Peter Chen

(Peter Chen, Alain Caillet, Billie
Taylor and Bill Kiely were at Oxford
Centre the morning after the tornado
passage, to examine and photograph
the damage)

Wednesday morning, August 8, 1979

Clean up was well underway in this small
southwestern Ontario community near
Woodstock. Grey skies and a few light
showers were the setting of this morning
after. At approximately 6:30 EDT of the
previous evening, severe thunderstorms
associated with a cold front moved
through southern Ontario. One massive
cell in particular generated several
tornadoes. The most devastating funnel
had tracked from southeastern outskirts
of Woodstock, southeastward toward Lake
Erie, scarring the earth over 30
kilometers long. Oxford Centre was its
first major victim among several
communities struck; here a swath over
700 meters wide evidenced the tornado's
passage.

Very soon after the first plans "and
approval to examine and photograph the
tornado damage, we were on the highway
to Oxford Centre, ready with camera and
film, note paper, map and, fresh in our
minds, the "what to look out for"
instructions we received just before
departing Downsview. Our first stop was
at the Ontario Provincial Police Station
outside of Woodstock. (A wise decision,
in retrospect, since we would have had
difficulties to cross police blocks).
There we were informed of the traffic
conditions and given special passes
(handwritten on the back of yellow
"unattended vehicle" tags) to enter the
blockaded damaged areas. Immediately
passed the few police blockades, the
damage area literally jumped into view.
The boundary of the tornado damage was
incredibly sharp. The stories heard,
pictures seen of past tornado events
became very real.



Our first view said it all; the damage
was next to total. A roofless two storey
brick house stood among the debris from
its own structure and from the broken
maple and poplar trees. Corregated tin
slding blown from a collapsed barn were
seen wrapped around large standing and
fallen tree limbs and trunks. Missiles
(projectiles carried by the wind) such as
wooden boards and tree branches were
embedded in the rear wooden wall of the
building. A row of established trees
were stripped and "uniformly” sheared of
their tops. Examples of straw embedded
in tree trunk bark were easily found.
The tornado had passed to the west, a few
hundred meters away.

A glance southward from this first site
revealed the extensiveness of the damage
which the evening tornado had brought.
For nearly four hours we walked through
this small community, among the broken
houses, barms, thrown —cars, fallen
tombstones, fallen and stripped corn
fields, lawns pitted with scars caused by
blown debris, and the broken, twisted,
and some uprooted trees, some partially
stripped of their bark. The damage was
indeed awesome. Virtually every building
of Oxford Centre was destroyed, +includ-—
ing churches, the general store, 100 year
old community center, and thirty houses.

It is somewhat difficult to be objective
" in retrospect. Nonetheless, the busy
activity of clean up was prevalent, yet
generally quiet, interrupted occasion-
ally by buzzing chainsaws, and aircraft
overhead. The feeling appeared mixed as
we talked with a few of the residents.
Although no one we spoke to actually
witnessed the "twister", their recollect—
ion of the evening's events were vivid
and convincing. The feelings of dis-
belief and amazement were common. One
never thought that "it would happen to
us!” In addition, a common impression
was the quickness with which the storm
-had struck and left, giving virtually no
time to be prepared.

The sky was clearing by mid afternoon.
Summer was not over.



Hydro has to put ilp their lines before .'

Bell can get in o put up theirs,” said a
..iBell spokesman, “and then we've got that
Habor problem — Bell called out its man-
‘agement people last night.” .

Rotating strikes by 1,700 repairmen
nd installers for Bell Canada continued

unaffected areas yesterday and today,
5 union spokesman said. '

Bell lockouts countered strikes in Wind- "~

r and London yesterday, said D.A. Bra-
iff, Bell's general and commercial man-
ager, but “There will be no lockout in the
aifected area.” ' )
Both sides said crews would be work-’
.ing, but union representative Bob Lamb
gMsaid the overtime ban was still in effect.
£ Members who wished to work would
it \have to ask permission of the local execu-
Z itive, most of whom are in Montreal ne-
gotiating. et
4" Braniff said Bell would send a manage-
ment crew to the affected area and “we
24 may have to bring in others.”
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Map shows area devastated by 'tgmzioes' g
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T ‘ - WOODSTOCK (UPC) — The ho
- Mrs. Sandy Barber is the enly o
standing on Norwich Ave. on the ou
of Woodstock.

All other houses on both sides
road were wrecked by the tornad
devastated part of this cily of. 30,01
- parts of several southwestern Onta
-lages. -

Mrs. Barber, interviewed: by ¢
light in her living room after the

. o - said everythmg around the hquse v
R E “stroyed. '

il . “My back yard is non-ekistent. T

3 {eu . rage is levelled and we had a 22-foot
o so trailer out there that we haven't bec
E el to find.” ,

Y B She believed her house may hav:
Y we saved because she had opened all tt
| T i dows during the brooding calm befc
} b ap " storm hit.

Yoo
3

.

She refused to. complaln abou

D . -, losses, “I:feel fine. I have no comg
! - g . . ; D > .."We have our own lives, the lives
Cooa v ‘oo S A -’ ' o7 twochildren, even our two dogs.”
pofu - : ' ' o b
N B»: ‘s
©9 ;
iy T '
oL }
+ . { v
i WC EmS ave R
P . .
{ I 6) S
1€
1 emugh wammg .
S 3 { An 1nvest1gation .will be Jheld to see weather office probably did: everythmg
§ .«  whether sufficient warning was given to . “possible.
5" ¢+ residents of Oxford ‘County, walloped by ‘f Ken Webster, of Txllsonburg, warden of
‘i ¢ threetornadoes Tuesday. - ' "Oxford- County - council, said he under- .
0 B But Attorney-General qu McMurtry, ' _stands there wasawarnmg of one hour."
R ‘chairman | of the cabinet’s emergency : - He said “these acts of nature are devas-; .
HE plahntng commlttee, saxd yesterday the . tating but I understand it is very difficult
o N = ---1o tell ahead of time™ what is coming.
T - ‘t"- Norm Barber, shift supervisor.at the
1 \ . 1> 47" Ontario Weather Centre at Toronto Inter- .
R " natlonal Airport, said last' night there
i 4 i . were radar -observations of heavy thun-
P " derstorms and “damaging winds” up to 75
vy . miles an hour (120 kilometres) heading for
i -‘; ; ,southern Ontario Tuesday afternoon.
LI Barber said the area facing the greatest
. - f : ! r OCkS Reglna danger was narrowed to the counties of
o ol
.,‘35’_3 . HE)

Waterloo, Oxford and Perth and a weath-
v REGINA (CP-Special) — Residents are

er “watrh” wae nut nnt hetwoeon U and
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Windspeed
Range

TABLE 1V

TORNADO DAMAGE TO RESIDENCES

Damage
Description

Windspeed
Range (mph)

Equivalent
F-scale

(1)

(2)

TV antennae bent; a few roof

shingles blown off; Tight weight
awnings and canopies damaged.

Windows broken by flying debris;
large sections of shingles re-
moved from roof corners and
eaves; residential chimneys
collapsed.

Sections -of roofs and porches
damaged, especially if inade-
quately anchored; large sections
of gabled roofs may be torn off
on leeward side; carport roofs
lifted; extensive damage to
garage roofs, if door is on wind-
ward side.

Entire roofs removed and carried
away by the wind, leaving first
floor walls standing; roof re-
moved from two story houses,
some second story exterior walls
collapsed. Roofs undamaged only
if extraordinary anchorage pre-
cautions have been taken, such
as the use of hurricane clips..

Two-story residences almost com-
pletely destroyed; exterior
walls on single story dwellings
collapsed with only well sup-
ported interior walls standing.

Little remains intact; debris

scattered down path of the
tornado.

40-75
(18-34 m/s)

75-110
(34-49 m/s)

110-130

(49-58 my/s)

130-160
(58-72 m/s)

160-200
(72-89 m/s)

>200
(>89 m/s)

FO

F1

F2

F2-F3

F3

F4
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Qur first view said it all; the damage
was next to total. A roofless two storey
brick house stood among the debris from
its own structure and from the broken
maple and poplar trees. Corregated tin
siding blown from a collapsed barn were
. seen wrapped around large standing and
fallen tree limbs and trunks. Missiles
(projectiles carried by the wind) such as
wooden boards and tree branches were
em@ed@ed in the rear wooden wall of the
building. A row of established trees
were stripped and "uniformly" sheared of
their tops. Examples of straw embedded
in tree trunk bark were easily found.
The tornado had passed to the west, a few
hundred meters away.

A glance southward from this first site
revealed the extensiveness of the damage
which the evening tornado had brought.
For nearly four hours we walked through
this small community, among the broken
houses, barns, thrown cars, fallen
tombstones, fallen and stripped corn
fields, lawns pitted with scars caused by
blown debris, and the broken, twisted,
- and some uprooted trees, some partially
stripped of their bark. The damage was
indeed awesome. Virtually every building
gf Oxford Centre was destroyed, includ-
ing churches, the general store, 100 year
old community center, and thirty houses.

It is somewhat difficult to be objective
in retrospect. Nonetheless, the busy
activity of clean up was prevalent, yet
generally quiet, interrupted occasion-
ally by buzzing chainsaws, and aircraft
overhead. The feeling appeared mixed as
we talked with a few of the residents.
Although no one we spoke to actually
witnessed the "twister", their recollect-
jon of the evening's events were vivid
and convincing. The feelings of dis-
belief and amazement were common. One
never thought that "it would happen to
us!" In addition, a common impression
was the quickness with which the storm
had struck and left, giving virtually no
time to be prepared.

The sky was clearing by mid afternoon.
Summer was not over.

EPILOGUE:  TORNADO, OXFORD CENTRE
by Peter Chen

(Peter Chen, Alain Cailett, Billie
Taylor and Bill Kiely were at Oxford
Centre the wmorning after the tornado
passage, to examine and photograph
the damage)

Wednesday morning, August 8, 1979

Clean up was well underway in this small
southwestern Ontario community near
Woodstock. Grey skies and a few light
showers were the setting of this morning
after. At approximately 6:30 EDT of the
previous evening, severe thunderstorms
associated with a cold front moved
through southern Ontario. One massive
cell in particular generated several
tornadoes i A The most
devastating funnel had tracked from
southeastern outskirts of Woodstock,
southeastward toward Lake Erie, scarring
the earth over 30 kilgsgzg§§__lgggi_
Oxford Centre was its first major victim
among several communities struck; here a

swath over 700 meters wide evidenced the
tornado's passage.

Very soon after the first plans and
approval to examine and photograph the
tornado damage, we were on the highway
to Oxford Centre, ready with camera and
film, note paper, map and, fresh in our
minds, the "what to 1look out for"
instructions we received Jjust before
departing Downsview. Our first stop was
at the Ontario Provincial Police Station
outside of Woodstock. (A wise decision,
in retrospect, since we would have had
difficulties to cross police blocks).
There we were informed of the traffic
conditions and given special passes
(handwritten on the back of yellow
"unattended vehicle" tags) to enter the
blockaded damaged areas. Immediately
passed the few police blockades, the
damage area literally jumped into view.
The boundary of the tornado damage was
incredibly sharp. The stories heard,
pictures seen of past tornado events
became very real.



