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DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL

OF
MEAN TEMPERATURE
MAY, 1983
°C

ACROSS THE COUNTRY

Yukon and the Northwest Territories

Oppressively hot weather west
of the Mackenzie Mountains estab-
Iished numerous record high tempera-
tures across the Yukon. A few all-
time records were also set; for
example 34° at Watson Lake. Apart
from the above normal precipitation
In extreme southern Baffin Island,
the Arctic was generally dry.
Eureka, NWT recelived 485 hours of
bright sunshine - the most for any
station In Canada this May.

British Columbia

A changeable weather regime
resulted In sunny and hot conditions
by the end of the month. During the
last week-end of May, a strong
southerly flow allowed temperatures
to rise Into the mid to high
thirties, breaking numerous tempera-
ture records. No less than seven
all-time high temperatures were set
at various locations. The dry hot
weather allowed the fire Index to
reach exireme; by the end of the
month many new forest fires, includ-
ing large ones were burning In
central and northern districts.

Prairies

Z

Ty

Mean monthly temperature ranged
from near normal in the west to more
than 5° below normal In the east.
Parts of central and southern Alber-
ta had one of their driest months on
record and rain was urgently needed
for newly seeded <cropse.

Two major snow storms struck
central and eastern portions giving
heavy snow and blizzard - |ike con-
ditions. The first storm on the 10th
dropped 15 to 20 cm of snow over a
large area of southern Saskatchewan
and northern Manitoba. On the 12th a
second storm produced additonal
snowfalls of 25-35 cm in southeast-
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