Date- Local:

O
G

Confirmed Tornéldo
Reeces Corners, Ontarlo
May 2, 1983

Monday, May 2™, 1983

UTC: Monday, May 2““ 1983

Time-Local:

UTC:

13:00
17:00

Location: Reeces Corners
Region: Sarnia - Lambton
Classification: Confirmed Tornado -

Category: A

Casualties: None
Track Length: ~30km

Width:

200-400m

Motion: 240°
Damage Estimate: $20 000 000
F-Scale Rating: F4
Code: AH
Damage Survey: one
Spotter Reports: None
Other Documents:

Logged event citing a fornado. \

Preliminary report of May 2™ 1983 storms in Southwestern Ontario,

including map and description of damage.

Reeces Corners tornado survey by the Sarnia Weather Office.

Numerous newspaper articles detailing the event.

More information on this event can be found in the vanilla ‘Ontario May
1983’ folder at the front of this year, including information on what and

where the damage occurred along the track.
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Tornado F-Scale Assessment
Marci Vanhoucke
Tornado Data Production Assistant, Environment Canada
~July 29, 2005.”

Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Date: Monday, May 2™, 1983. ~
Location: Reeces Corners, Sarnia — Lambton

Assessment: F4 - ‘

F-Code: AH ; I

Explanation of Assessment: ' There is a photo that shows a house destroyed to its .
foundation. It is stated in the report that 15-25 buildings were damage, some totally and
20 or more farm buildings suffered extensive damage, some completely flattened and
removed from foundations.  Many homes and buildings were roofless, with some only
having foundations left and others tipped over on their sides. Due to the damage stated,
this tornado is rated an F4.
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* RECEIVED MAY 1 71983

May 2nd 1283 Tornado ~ Lambton County

by ] N

Gells Garner and J.E. Dennahower
Sarnia Weather Office

On May 2nd 1983, at approximately 1:00 pm, a tornado crossed Lambton
County, causing a path of destruction approximately 30=35 KM long and 200
400 metres wide. Major damage occurred over a small village, Reeces Corners,

approximately 25 KM east of Sarnia;

Synoptic gituation: OWC preliminary report abtachede.

A cold fronb; orientated in a NE=SW line crossed Michigan into Southe
western Ontario during the noon hour of May 2nde Severe thunderstorms dévelop—
ed along the front during late morning. Hail was observed in Michigan near
Detroite Detroit radar showed a thunderstorm cell with tops over 37,000 feety
hail was indicated over Ann Arbor, Miche, at 1535Z, moving from ZAC degrees ab
45 knotse OWC issued a Severe Weather Watch #13 at 15302 and a Severe Weather
Warning # 14 abt 1614Z. These were phoned to local Sarnia authorities and were
broad-cast on local radio at least %-10 times before the actual touchdown. On
a live update from the Sarnia Weather Office to CHOK-Radio at 1635Z, the Warning,
hail'and fummel clouds in Michigan and also that this activity would move into
Lambton County within thé hour, were discusseds. The Sarnia W.0. received 2 phone
calls regarding sighting of a tornado. The first was an occurrence 5 KM west of
Wyoming, the second at Reeces Corners. Both reports were phoned on to the OWC,
at which time the Severe Weather'Fcrecaéter advised a Tornado Warning was in
preparation. The Duty Severe Weather Forecaster and OWC must be commended for

a job well done in the timely Watch and Warnings issued that day. Further

005.92
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Tornado Warnings gg? received this office due to power and phone ocubages.

Weather observed at Sarnia Airporb:

021605Z  10RW- 2025634 CB ASOCTD SW

0216257  10TRi- 1928640 TS™M S

0216457  1TRi+A 212705, 2 CM HAIL  PBAK WIND AT 1631%
0216487  3TRNF 2019047 TSTM B |

Power off at 16587 to 23002, phone intermittent 1730Z to 1900Z.

Damage:

This tornado was observed Lo hop and skip across the area concerned.
Tnitial touchdown was near LaSalle Rd. approximately 11 KM SSE of Sarnia airporbe
It skipped in a Hortheasterly direction, touching down at several locatipns. The
twister was observed by Hydro crew to go back into the cloud approximately 30 KM
ENE of Sarnia Airport, or "half way between Forest and Arkona." Major damage
occufred at Reeces Corners, mainly due to the built-up area as compared tc farme
lands SW and NE of this locations. However, an eyewitness saw one funnel separate
into two funnels for a short period of time, then merge back intoc one. This
phehomenon occurred as it was passing over Reeces Cormers and could also account
for the extensive damage. Another eyewltness saw the tornado approaching his
farm; he hook-sghelter in his basement. After less than 3 minutes, he looked up
from inside his basement, only to see the sky above himy his house gone, and the
tornado skipping along the ground towards the north-east. AL Reeces Corners due
to the high number of sightssers,; police were restricting onlockers from the major
damaged areas, including mfself and Mr. Denﬁahower = having no proper identification
as to who we were and what purpose we had there. Fortunatelyy.an expired Emergency
Pass card issued to me by the City of Sarnia satisfied the Officer, however, this

incident does point oub the need for proper identification for all HEnvironment

ocoeocss
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Canada persomnel involved in any emergency disasters or events.

15=25 buildings were damaged in Reeces Corners, some totallye. Approximately
20 more farms and associated buildings suffered extensive damage, ranging from
complete flattening and removal of buildings from their foundations, to broken

off

g)d
ct

windows and sheare rees —~ someas much as 3/4 meteg in diameter. A phone
booth at Reeces Corners was tossed 500 metresy steel and wood light standards and
hydro poles were twisted and sheared off — power lines strewn all over. A transpor
truck was overturned. Many homes and buildings were roofless, some had only found-
ations left and yet others were tipped over on their sidess. Demolished farm build-
ings were strewn over several acres and appeared to be up to a kilometre from their
source pointse Twisted roof tin, insulation and debris were scattered over several
ields and woodlots,; pieces of tin were wrapped around treetops. Total damage was

estimated at 20 million dellarss No one was fatally injured, but 3 or L were seri

and about a dozen with minor injuries.

Conclusions:
This tornado was probably the worst to hit Lambton county since May 21, 1953,

30 years ago, and possibly the worst in Southwestern Ontario since Woodstock, 197%.
The Ontaric Weather Cenbre must be commended for their early assessment of
the weather situation and their timely Severe Weather Watches and Warnings, especi-
ally along the international borders
In regards to tracking severe thunderstorm cells, a concern of Weather Office
staff and indeed the general public and media of Lambton County, is the near
blindness of the Sarnia Weather Office on approaching severe storms,. due mainly to
the lack of radar receiving facilitiese Currently, Detroit telelype Rareps are ai
least 15 minutes old on receipt at this of

ice, with a waiting period of another

ea-aoLi-
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