Confirmed Tornado
. Walpole Island, Ontario
May 2, 1983

Date- Local: Monday, May 2", 1983.
UTC: Monday, May nd 1983.
Time-Local: 13:00
UTC: 17:00
Location: Walpole Island
Region: Sarnia - Lambton
Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Category: A
Casualties: None
Track Length: 15km
' Width: None Available
Motion: 240°
Damage Estimate: $1 000 000
F-Scale Rating: F2
Code: BS/MH
Damage Survey: one
Spotter Reports: None -
Other Documents:
Logged event c1t1ng a tornado.

Preliminary report of May 2™ 1983 storms in Southwestern Ontarlo

_including map and description of damage.

More information on this event can be found in the vanilla ‘Ontario May
1983’ folder at the front of this year, including information on what and

where the damage occurred along the track.
Newspaper article describing damage.




Tornado F-Scale Assessment
Marci Vanhoucke
Tornado Data Production Assistant, Environment Canada
July 29, 2005. :

Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Date: Monday, May 2™, 1983. -
Location: Walpole Island, Sarnia — Lambton

Assessment: F2

F-Code: BS/MH : :

Explanation of Assessment: There is a preliminary report and documented track
damage that states an addition piece of a house was moved 30cm off it’s foundation and a’
barn was destroyed. Other damage that occurred were uprooted trees, destroyed mobile
homes (at least 2), garage flattened and less severe damage to about 15 other buildings. -
Assumption is made that barn was well constructed and mobile homes were destroyed
beyond recognition. Therefore the initial rating of F2 is retamed




Significant Weather Event Date Display

" CLASSIFICATION:
SOURCE/WATCHER ID:
EVENT TIME (UTC):
DAY OF THE WEEK:
EVENT LOCALE:
ASOCTD PUBLIC RGN:

DETAILED DESCRIPTION:

INITIAL ASSESSMENT:
SPL WX STATEMENT IN EFFECT ?:
WATCH IN EFFECT ?:
WARNING IN EFFECT ?:
TORNADO:

WINDSPEED:

RAINFALL:

HAIL DIAMETER:

EVENT DESCRIPTION:
Mesoscale ?:

Statement Est Hit/Miss:
Watch Est Hit/Miss:

Warning Est Hit/Miss:
Separate Event (30km/30min):
Vetted by:

Vetted date:

http://wto1035 tor.ec. ge.ca/web/access/svrwx/scripts/complete_ind.idc?search_type=ind&eventid=334&evdate day=2.0&evdate_month=5.0&ev... 7/26/2005

Severe Thunderstorm

17-00 EVENT DAY: 2.0 MONTH: 5.0 YEAR: 1983.0 EVENT DURATION (HR): 0.0 (MIN): 0.0

Walpole Island
Windsor-Essex-Kent

ttornado

YES

UKN STATEMENT LEAD TIME (HR):
UKN WATCH LEAD TIME (HR):
UKN  WARNING LEAD TIME (HR):

MM RAIN DURATION:
MM HAIL DESCRIPTION:
Tornado
Synoptic ?: Big Event ?:

YES

(MIN):
(MIN):
(MIN):
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Chatham Bureau

Walpole Island resident Clyde Peters stands in front of what used to be his
workshop after a tornado touched down on the Indian reserve.

wntnesses mlracle

as fam|ly escapes injury

By Al Chater
Chatham Bureau

WALPOLE ISLAND — Clyde Peters is
convinced he witnessed a. miracle Monday

afternoon when he and his family escaped

injury from the tornado which whipped
through a small portion of this Indian com-
munity and caused extensive damage.

About a dozen homes, including Peters’s
three-bedroom frame house, were da-
maged — mostly blown-away shingles and
shattered windows —- along with a church,
a senior citizen’s apartment under con-
struction and the reserve’s police garage.

Two unoccupied mobile homes — one be-
longing to Peters and the other next door —
were destroyed along with several sheds.
More than a dozen trees were snapped and
seven hydro poles downed, cutting off elec-
tricity to the reserve for most of the
afternoon.

“We had a definite miracle from God,”
said Peters, who has lived on the island for
about 20 years and called the damage the
most extensive from a storm he has ever
seen here.

Peters said a ‘‘blizzard of glass” circled
his living room when the tornado hit around
1 p.m. With five other family members in
his home at the time, including three small
children, aged 22 months, 28 months and six
years, he is amazed all escaped injury.

The tornado blew four windows out of his
home, destroyed the 11-metre (about 36-
foot) mobile home and an unattached work-
shop, both next to his house, and took his
two aluminium fishing boats for a ride. He
said the boats were found almost a kilo-
metre (more than half a mile) away
wrapped around a tree.

““I believe if the windows hadn’t broken -
and the door blew open, our home would

have exploded,” said Peters, adding it was .

like a sandstorminside the home when the
tornado hit.

He said the force of the tomado threw 22-
month-old Brent off the couch and onto the
floor. Peters said he looked out and saw

ieces of his aluminum mobile home 300
eet (91 metres) in the air.

Chief Const. Randall Soney of the Wal-
pole Island police said he saw the tornado
at 12: 57 p.m. heading north on the St. Clair
River. It entered the reserve at its central
west side at Tecumseh and St. Clair Rj;ver
roads and headed northeast. ’ :

The tornado touched down at least thce
on the reserve, first near Peter’s home

where the apartment construction site and
church are also located and then in a wood-
ed area about 1.6 kilometres (about a mile)
northeast where the dozen trees were
snapped. One home was damaged by a tree.

Soney said the tornado looked like a huge
water funnel, but could not estimate its
size. He ran from the police station when he
saw it and drove through Peter’s neighbor-
hood sounding the siren. At one point, Soney
said, he almost drove into the tornado as it
moved to the wooden area.

Next door to Peter’s house, the tornado
caused the only reported injury here when
a quadriplegic received minor cuts from
flying glass from a shattered window. Em-

erson Sands, 37, was taken to Public Gener-

al Hospital in Chatham where he was kept
overmght

Another of Peter’s neighbors, Morris
Fisher said the tornado shifted a twn-year-

_ old addition to his home more than 30 centi-

metres (12 inches) from the foundation. His
unoccupied mobile home next door was de-
molished and ceilings inside his home
cracked. “We didn’t have any warning at

:all,” commented Fisher, who said it sound-

ed like an explosion of glass.
~ The second-floor concrete block walls at

.the 20-unit senior citizen apartment com-

plex under construction were toppled along
with its roof trusses. The damage is expect-
ed to delay the mid-June completion date

- for the $770,000 complex.

At St. John’s Anglican Church, across the
street from the apartment sxte the more
than 100-year-old tower was mnpled A por-
tion of roof was also hfted from the nearby
church rectory.

Band Chief Bill Tooshkenig said the re-
serve s $40,000 police garage, built two
years ago, will have to be rebuilt. He esti-
mates the cleanup will take two weeks.

Boarding of windows began within two
hours after the storm as did replacement of
shingles. Tooshkenig said police will be do-
ing extra patrolling to prevent looting.

The only other island resident taken to
hospital was Emily Johnson, 76, who is at
Public General for observation because her
home was left without electricity and she is
a recent heart patient. Her sister, Gail Wil-
liams, said Johnson was not injured when
the tornado blew six windows out of their
home.

In Wallaceburg, police said there wasn’t
any report of storm damage, though sever-
al street sections were closed because of
backed up storm sewers.






