Abstract

Thucydides’ detaileddescriptionof the Athenianplague whichis estimatedo
havekilled from aquarterto athird of Athens’ populatiort andled to the breakdowrof
severakocialnorms,hasbeenapproachedrom a variety of scholarlyperspectivesyet
its potentialasatraumanarrativeis still underexplored.

Drawing oncomparativeevidencerom the SpanishFlu pandemioof 1918,such
asKatherineAnnePorter’s fictionalized accountPale Horse,Pale Rider, this thesis
examineghe emotiveandcommemorativéunctionsof Thucydides’ plagueepisode
throughthe lensof traumatheory.By combiningelementof personaharrative,
literature,andhistoriography;Thucydidesenderedhe story of the Athenianplagueinto
anaesthetigepresentatioandthusprovidesa collectivememorializationof the
forgottenvictims. | suggesthathis vivid description(évapyeia) of theimmensesuffering
enabledhis readerso empatheticallyengagewith thetraumaticeventandthuswork
throughtheir owntrauma.

Keywords:Thucydidesplagueof Athens,traumatheory,traumanarrative,
historiographycollectivememory,memorializationcollectivetrauma Pale Horse,Pale
Rider, Spanish~lu, KatherineAnne Porter Dominick LaCapra

1 Mitchell-Boyask(2008)1.



Acknowledgements

| canonly beginby thankingmy thesissupervisorDr. BerndSteinbock for believingin
this projectandfor helpingmeto executat to the bestof my ability. He haschangedhe
waythatl think aboutmy writing andl amimmenselygrateful.

| would alsolike to thankmy ExaminationCommittee— namely,Dr. Randy
PolgorzelskiDr. AaraSuksi, Dr. AmandaGrzyb,andDr. ChrisBrown— for takingthe
time to reviewthis projectthatl amsovery proudof.



Dedication

This thesisis dedicatedo David J. Raftus

Putomeposse



Tableof Contents
Y 0] 1 = Tod AT TPOPPPPOY ..
ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS. ... e e e e e e enen e ii
37T [ 0% 11 0] o iii
LiSt Of APPENUICES. ....uviiiiiiiiiiiiiie et eeee e eeensnneeees M
Chapterl: MethodOol@y .........cooooiieiiieie e e eeaennas 1
10T 0o o] U 1
LItEratUMEREVIEWL......ce i i e ee ettt enees bbbt e e e e e e e e e e s seneeeeeed 4
TheTraumatizingEffeds of Pestilence...........cccoooiiiiiiiccceii e, 15
Davis’ Analysisof PaleHorse,Pale Rider..........cccccoeeeiiiiiiiieeei e 22
CollectiveMemoryDefiNed............eiiiiiiiiei e eeeeeeeeee e 27
ThelLack of AthenianMemorializationof thePlague................cccoviiiiiiceeen e, 30
Traumain the ANCIENTWOITA? ......coo i 34
TheNeedfor ComparatiVESTUAY..........cccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e emme e 38
Chapter2: CreatingEMPAtNY...........uuiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e aeans 42
1100 [UTox 1o o PR SRPPPPP 42
An Overviewof thePlagueEpIiSOde.............cevvvviiiiiiiiicesiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeieeeeee . A3
‘Evapyeio andEmpathetiddnsettlement..............oovviieiiiiiieeeiiii e 45
TraumaNarrativesand“Working-Through™............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiicce e 51
UNSettingtNEREATET ..o 56
TWO CaSEIf EVAPYELOL ..uuiiieeeieeeeeeeiieeeeeteeee e e et e e e 68
(@] o1 1115 [0 o WA TRURRRRP 80
Chapter3: MemorialiZation............coeeeieiiieeeeeeeee e 82
11 (0o [8 o £ o] o PP PP PPPRRT R PPURRPPPRP 82
Thucydides’ AccountasMemorialiZation.............ceevveiiiiiiiiieeniiieeeeeeeee e 84
SpanishFlu and(Lack of) HiStoriography..........ccoooooiiiiiiiiiieee e 97
Pestilencan Wartime..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiieees e eaaaaeaaeeeeens 100
(@] o1 (115 T o WP U S 103
(@0 o 1113 [0 o 106
BiblOGraphy ... .o err——————— 110
FaY o] o L= 0 ) A PR 120

CUITICUIUMV IEAE .. e e e e e e e e e ame e e e 121



List of Appendices

APPENAIX A . .



Chapter 1: Methodology

“Thepresents ‘haunted’ by the pastandthe pastis modeled,nvented reinventedand
reconstructedby the present— JanAssmann?

Introduction

In the 50 yearsfollowing the defeatof Persia(480-430 BCE), Athensbecamea
Mediterraneampowerhousé.In the mid-5"" centuryAthenswasthe mostdevelopedand
well-organizedoroponenof navalwarfarein the Mediterraneart.From 450BCE
onward,Athenswasengagedn arapid processof democréizationwhich progressect
the samerateasits increasingpoweroverits allies® Underthedirectionof the Athenian
statesmaiericles Athenswasalsoengagedn a seriesof building projects:improving
fortifications by expandingts Long Wallls, building the Parthenonandbeginning
constructioron the Propylaedn 437/36° The Thirty Years’ Peaceoroposedy Athensin
446/45deterioratedn 431,andAthensandSpartavereonceagainin conflict. Pericles’
ambitiousconstructionprojectceasedn 430,whenAthens’ initiatives—in particularher
dispatchof helpto Corcyra,theultimatum sentto Potidaeaandthe passingof thedecree
aboutMegara—sparkedvar with the Peloponnesiaheague’

Having only beenatwar for a singleyear,the Athenianswerestruckwith a

terrible plague.The spreadof the diseasavaslikely aidedby crowdingwithin thecity

2 Assman(1997)9.

3 Neer(2012)268.

4 Rawlings(2009)539.
® Azoulay(2010)51.

¢ Sealey(1975)90.

" Sealey(1975)109.



whichwasdueto arecentAthenianpolicy whichrelocatedcitizensfrom the
countryside—asaresultof the Peloponnesians’ invasion—to within the Long Walls that
enclosedhe PiraeusPhaleron andthe fortressof Athens® The Athenianplagueoccurred
in 430-29 followed by a secondvaveof thediseasen 426, althoughthe diseaséhad
neverentirely ceasedn theinterveningtime ® Mitchell-Boyaskestimateghatthe plague
killed from a quarterto a third of Athens’ populationi® Havingbeena victim of the
plaguehimself, Thucydidesclaimsto havefirsthandknowledgeof the eventandstates
thatnolessthan4,400infantry and300 cavalrymenhaddied of thediseasdesidesa
“vast numberof the multitudethatwasneverascertained.”** Thereaderfirst encounters
theplaguein 1.23whenThucydidescaststhe plagueepisodeasthe climax to his list of
Athenianwartimedisastersvith oneof the longestspansdetweeranarticleandits noun
in extantGreekliterature:m ovy fikiota PAGyoaca kol uépog Tt POeipaca 1) Aoymdong
vooog, “the extremelyharmfulandpestilentialdiseasavhich haddestroyechota small
part.”12 The successivparticiplesandadjectivesusedaswell ashis useof litotes (ody
fikiota BAayaca) andpleonasn(y Lowwddng vocog)!® stressesheplague’s severityand
its importancean the narrative. The severityof the diseasas fully realizedin Book 2

whereThucydidesecountghe Athenianplaguein vivid detail.

8 Welwei (2006)528.

®Thuc.2.48.3.

10 Mitchell-Boyask(2008) 1. Thisis a somewhatonservativestimateasMikalson putsthe
deathtoll closerto onethird. Mikalson (2009)326.

1 Thuc.2.48.3 3.87.3:10d 8¢ dAlov dyrov dveEedpetog apOude.
12Thuc.1.23.3;Mitchell-Boyask(2008 43. Thetranslationsusedin this thesisaremy own
(unlessotherwiseindicated) butattimes| drawuponstandargublishedranslations

13 For litotes: Smyth(1920)680. PleonasmSmyth(1920)681.



Thevividnesswith which Thucydidesecountghe plagueis amplified by the
condensedharrativehe provides which describeghe horrorsof the outbreakin 430in a
singleepisodeof immensesuffering'* Theresultis a deeplyemotiveexperiencdor the
reader, in whichthe sufferingelucidatedn theaccountoccurssuddenlyandcreatesa
narrativeof destructiorthatconstitutesa separatepisoden the largernarrativeof the
Peloponnesiaivar. In spiteof its brevity, Thucydides’ plaguedescriptioncasta long
shadowin Westerrliteratureandbegana tradition of plaguenarrativesconcernedvith
themesof morality, nihilism, andreligioushysterial® Thucydides’ influenceis evidentin
ancientworksby Lucretius,Virgil, andProcopiusaswell asworks of modernliterature
suchasAlbert Camus’ La Peste'®

Despitethe fact thatthe suffering Thucydideselucidatesmaywell havekilled
from a quarterto a third of Athens’ populationt” andthusmusthaveconstituteda major
collectivetraumamodernscholarshighaslargely neglectednterpretationof the plague
episoderom the perspectiveof trauma By employingthe Spanish-lu pandemicasa
comparativecase this thesisseekdo provideareadingof the plagueepisodethroughthe

lensof traumatheory.

¥ Thucydidesdoesnot revisit the plaguein anycomparablaletail despitethefactthat,as
Thucydidesstatesn his accountof 427/ a secondvaveof the diseasénadcomein the winter of
426,andthe plaguehadnot entirely disappeareth theinterim. His confinemenbf plague
descriptionto a singleepisodepresentshe plagueasa singleeventof greatmagnitude SeeThuc.
3.87.Cf. Woodman(1988)35, n. 208.

15 Rusten(1990 20.

18 |_ucretiusdererumnatura, 6.11381286;Virgil, Georgics 3.478566; Procopiusde Bello
Persicq 2.10-31; Camus(1958.

17 Mitchell-Boyask(2009)1; Mikalson(2009)326.



Literature Review

Thucydides’ grippingaccountof the plaguein Athensis a famouspassagevhich
hasgenerateagnuchacademidnterest.Scholarshipnthe plagueepisodes generally
dividedamongthreemainlinesof inquiry: theidentificationof the diseasethe
relationshipbetweeriThucydides’ accountandthoseof the medicalwriters,andthe
rhetoricalquality of Thucydides’ narrative Frequentattemptshavebeenmadeto classify
thediseaseyet, theresultsof suchinvestigationdasedn literary evidencealone have
beenlargelyinconclusive While paststudieshaveyieldeda long list of possible
candidategor thediseaseA.J. HolladayandJ.F.C.Poole’s 1979article “Thucydides and
thePlagueof Athens” demonstrateéffectivelythatthediseasé hucydidesdescribechas
eithersincedied out or hasdrasticallymutated— hencethefailure of modernday
physiciango identify Thucydides’ plague.For the namegivento anyparticulardisease
functionsonly asa codeword for “alengthymessag&vhosedetailedcongentis changing
continuously; andsucha namethereforehaslittle relevanceoutsidethetime andplace
towhichit belongst® As time passesthe hostspeciesnaybecomegraduallymore
resistanto theinfection,andsotoo canbacterisaandvirusesevolveby mutationand
selection'® HolladayandPoolecredittheresearclof Luria, Delbriick,andNewcombein
the1940sandthe Lederbergsn 1952with demonstratinghatbacterialevolutionby
mutationandselectioncananddoesoccur.Theysuggesthatscholas writing onthe
Athenianplagueprior to the thoroughcirculationof their work wereoperatingunderthe

falseimpressiorthatbacteriaandtheir propertiesemainstagnanbverlong periodsof

18 HolladayandPoole(1979 283.
¥ HolladayandPoole(1979 284-285.



time 20 While HolladayandPooleproposecandidategor a modan day mutationof the
diseasavhichincludebutarenotlimited to: smallpox,measlestyphus,andergotism,
theirthesisultimately suggestshatattemptgo posthumouslylassifythe diseasere
doomedto remaininconclusive?!

Despitetheir effectiveargumenthatthe identificationof Thucydides$ diseases a
fruitlessendeavorattemptscontinueto be made.The medicalresearcherkangmuirand
Rayhaveproposedasrecentlyas1987toxic shocksyndromeasa complicationof
influenzaalongwith staphylococcainfectionasa candidatdor the Athenianplague for
which theyhaveproposedheterm ThucydidesyndromeBuilding onthework of
previouspublicationsverifying the existenceof toxic shocksyndromeasa complication
of influenza,Langmur andRay arguethatthesestudies at leastin part, serveto “verify
the hypothesighatepidemicinfluenzaaccompaniedby superinfectiorwith noninvasive,
toxigenicstrainsof staphylococcivasthe explanatiorfor the plagueof Athens.”?2 They
suggesthattheclinical variationsin modernandancientcasesanbe attributedto the
knownclinical manifestationgroducedby variousstaphylococcaéxotoxins.

LangmuirandRay's proposahasbeenchallengedfirst by Holladay?® andnow

by archaeologica¢vidence A burial pit in the Kerameikosvasdiscoveredn 1994which

20 HolladayandPoole(1979 284.

21 SeeHolladayandPoole(1979)282ff., with additionalremarksin HolladayandPoole(1982)
235ff., and(1984)483ff. Cf. Hornblower(1997 316.

22 LangmuirandRay (1987 3071.LangmuirandRay cite thefollowing articlesfrom the Feb.27
issueof JAMA MacDonaldKL, OsterholmMT, HedbergCW, etal: Toxic shocksyndromeA
newly recognizeacomplicationof influenzaandinfluenzalike illness.JAMA1987;257:1053
1058;SperbelrSJ,FrancisJB: Toxic shocksyndromeduringaninfluenzaoutbreak JAMA 1987;
257:10861087;DanBB: Toxic shocksyndromeBackto thefuture. JAMA1987;257:1094
1095.

23 SeeHolladay(1986).



canbedatedto theearlyyearsof the Peloponnesiakivar. Theroughly 150 skeletons
foundwereinterredin anirregularly shapedit with thebodiesarrangedn arather
randomfashion,supporting Thucydides’ vivid descriptionof hastene@&ndhaphazard
burialsin thecity.?* No soil wasplacedbetweerthe layersof dead,andthegreatersense
of organizationn thebottomlayerssuggesthatthe pit wasusedovertime, with the later
stagesf intermentbeingmorechaoticanddisorganizedThe inappropriateamountand
scaleof gravegoodscombinedwith therushedandseeminglyunplannednoundhas
beenwidely acceptecaismaterialevidenceof Thucydides’ plague?® Theburial pit
becamehe subject of DNA testingin anattemptto putto restthe persistengjuestionof
diagnosis.

The2006publicationby Papagrigorakigtal presentgheresultof DNA
amplificationsconductedisingsamplesf dentalpulp from teethrecoveredrom the
Kerameikoggrave. A seriesof DNA amplificationsof Yersiniapestis typhus,anthrax,
tuberculosiscowpox,andcatscratchdiseasdailed to yield anyproductin thereactions
of sampleDNA. Thestudydid, however,identify DNA sequencesf Salmonelleenterica
serovarTyphi.?® The presenc®f the Typhi bacteriacombinedwith themodernmedical
understandinghattyphoidfeverwaslikely endemidn theancientworld hasled the
authorsof this studyto concludethattyphoid fever wasthe probablecauseof the

Athenianplague?’ Theresearcheralsonotethattheir moleculardiagnosisof typhoid

24Thuc.2.52.24. SeeAppendixA.

25 SeeBaziotopoulouValavani(2000).Cf. Mitchell-Boyask(2008)xii. Papagrigorakigtal
(2009.

26 papagrigorakigtal (2006 206.

27 papagrigorakigtal (2006 212-213.For the prevalencef typhoidfeverin theancientworld,
Papagrigorakigtal cite: Lim ML, WallaceMR. Infectiousdiarrheain history.InfectDis Clin N
Am?2004;18:261-274.



feveris consistentvith someof the key clinical featureseportedby Thucydides,
includingthe fever,rash,anddiarrheawhile othersymptomsdescribedy Thucydides
(including the acutenessf its onset)areinconsistentvith thetypical preserdday
manifestatiorof typhoidfever.In anassessmemstimilar to HolladayandPoole’s focuson
diseasanutation,Papagrigorakigt al attributethis inconsistencyo the possible
evolutionof typhoidfeversinceits outbreakin Athens?®
Takingthebiologicalanalysisof Papagrigorakigtal with the observatiorof
HolladayandPoolethatthe diseasenay havedrasticallymutated the bacteria
salmonellaentericaserovarTyphi is the mostlikely causeof the plaguethatstruck
Athensin 430-26. Thucydides’ inconsistencyf symptomsandtheinability of modern
Classicistandmedicalexpertsto posthumouslyliagnoseheillnessbasedon literary
evidencealonedoesnot suggesthat Thucydides’ accounts untrustworthyor
intentionallydeceptivebut rather thatthe diseaséhassincemutated.Thewide variety of
symptomsdescribedy Thucydideshasled somescholargo suggesthat Thucydides
wasdocumentingnorethanoneillness,or elsethathis inventoryof symptomswvas
subjectto fabricationor exaggerationThomask. Morganhasapproachedhis topic asa
componenbf his discussiorof the style of the plagueepisode He suggestshat
Thucydides)ike a modernmedicalstudentapproaching vexing casestudy,mayhave
recordedhe vastarrayof sympgomswith which he waspresentedn a headto-toe
sequencewhichwould accountfor theabundancef symptomsecordedHe also
suggestshatin a climateof confusionandchaosin Athens,in which Thucydidesvould

havebeenableto observeplaguevictims in all stagesf thediseasendpresenting

28 Papagrigorakis(2006)213.



symptomswith varyingseverity,the impulseto documentasmuchaspossiblefor the
future identificationof theillnessmustbetakeninto accountwhenapproachinghe
variety of symptomsThucydidegresent®? Papagrigorakist al alsopresenthe
possibilitythata plurality of infectiousdiseasebesetAthensduringthattime, which
would haveallowedfor the variety of symptomsdocumentedby Thucydidesas‘it
would havebeenextremelydifficult for Thucydidesor anyotherobserverto distinguish
betweertwo or moresuchdiseasest thattime.”*°

A secondgroupof scholarshaveexaminedTl hucydide$ connectiorto the
medicalauthors Recentscholarshipnthe plagueepisodeendsto denya close
relationshipor indebtednest the Hippocraticauthors®! This is not to saythat
Thucydidesvasunfamiliarwith the Hippocraticcorpus— HolladayandPooleevengo so
far asto suggesthat Thucydidesvasaheadbf the medicalscienceof his time dueto his
apparengraspof the conceptof contagiorandacquiredmmunity 32 D.L. Pageargues
thatwhenThucydidesstatesn his descriptionthatthe bile producedoy plaguevictims
was“of everykind for whichthe doctorshavea name,”33 thatwe maypresumethathe
wasindeedfamiliar with thosetechnicalnames* Page’s assessmemtf theterminology

usedby Thucydidessuggesthis awarenessf the medicalauthorsandcontemporary

29 For full discussionsee:Morgan(1994 203-204.

30 papagrigorakigtal (2006 213.For further discussioron the difficulty of discerningmultiple
diseasessee:Duracketal (2000).

31 Hornblower(1997)317.

32 HolladayandPoole(1979)229-300.

33Thuc.2.49.3:x0i 6mote & TV Kopdioy otnpileley, AvEcTpepé TE ATV Koi dmokaddpoelg
YOAT|g ool doat VIO laTpdV MVOUAGHEVaL il Erfjoav...

34 Page(1953)99.



medicalterminology® Parryhassincecountered?ageandhis high regardfor
Thucydide’ relianceontheHippocraticcorpus.He arguegersuasivelyhat Thucydides’
languagevasaccessibleéo thegeneralpublic, andnot heavilyburdenedvith medical
jargon.Like Pageheturnsto Thucydides’ statementaboutthe manytypesof bile, but
claimsthat Thucydides’ failure to list the varioustermsfor bile suggestshat Thucydides
wasunwilling to compromiseheflow of his vivid narrationfor the sakeof scientific
exactness$® Similarly, Morganstresseshe literary natureof Thucydides descripion of
the plague specificallypertainingto the variety of verbshe usesto expresghe processof
dying. In thisway, Thucydidesavoidsthe heavyrelianceon 6viickw deployedby the
medicalauthorsin favor of linguistic varietywhich might betterentersin his audience®’
Thusdespitelinguistic similaritieswith the Hippocraticauthors it appearshat
Thucydidedid not heavilyrely ontheHippocraticcorpusto modelhis plagueepisode.
A third groupof scholarsexaminethe episodefor Thucydides’ literarycratt.
Uninterestedn a medicalapproachAdamParrystresseshe contradictionof symptoms
in Thucydides” accountaswell astheplague’s sudderandincalculablenatureto argue
thatthelack of technicalterminologyin the accountbetraysThucydides’ divergent

purposeheis notinterestedn providing anaccurateaccountput seeks‘to presenthe

35 Page(1953)109:“Some of Thucydidestermsareseldom,anda few never,foundelsewhere
exceptin medicalandsimilar scientifictreatisespthers thoughfoundelsewhereareespecially
characteristiof medicalwriters.” For further discussiorof Hippocraticterminologyin
ThucydidesseeWeidauen1953).Thesestudiesin Hippocraticterminologyshouldbe takenwith
Parry(1969),asheresponddo PageandWeidauerandcags doubtuponthe closeassociation
theypositbetweenThucydidesandthe medicalauthors.

3% Parry(1969 113.

37 Morgan(1994)201.



10

onslaughbf the pestin asdramatica form aspossible.”*® An appreciatiorfor
dramatizatioris alsoechoedoy A.J. Woodmanwho stresseshe dramatictoneof the
accountwhile consideringanyattemptmadeby Thucydidesatincludingtechnical
terminologysubserviento his rhetoricalpurpose®®

Woodmanalsosuggestshatthe pursuitof a connectiorbetweerThucydides’
accountandthe actualhistoricalevidences completelymisguided Woodmansuggests
that,like Homer, Thucydide$ plaguenarrativeis anexampleof a consciouslycrafted
“disaster narrative” of “the mostvivid anddramatictype.”*° As evidencefor thistheory,
WoodmarcitesThucydides’ list of disastersn 1.23 alongwith the historicalanalyss of
Fornarawho describegshe magnificationof subjectmatterascharacteristiof authors
who seekto imbuetheir historieswith externalsignificancesandliterary brilliance **
While Fornaradoesnot applythis analysisto Thucydides— butratherto the later
historians ClitarchusandDuris— Woodmanappliesit confidentlyto Thucydides’ list of
wartimedisastersWoodmanfurther citesDionysius’ claim that Thucydides‘sometimes
makesthe sufferingsappearsocruel,soterrible,sopiteous,asto leaveno roomfor

historiansor poetsto surpasshim.”*? Woodmarstresseshe failure of modernscholargo

38 parry(1969 113.For asummaryof Parry’s discussiorof theincalculability of the plague see
116.

¥ Woodman(1989 39.

40Woodman(1988)30.

41 Fornara 64-65. Cf. Woodman(1988)30.

42 Woodman’s translation Woodman(1988)30. Dion. Thuc.15: moté pév obtmg dpd kai dewvir
Kol oiktov d&lo paivesOot wolel ta wdon, dote undepiay VITEPPOMV UNTE IGTOPLOYPAPOLS UNTE
nomaig katalmelv: Notethatin this passagelionysiusis referringvaguelyto the destruction
which Thucydidesvividly illuminatesatvariousplacesn his work, andhecitesthe Plataean
episodeandthe affairsof Mytilene andMelosasexamplesDionysiusofferstheseexamplesefore
movingonto quoteparticularpassagewhich Dionysiusfeelsthat Thucydidesdid not adequately
elaborateon. It is notunlikely thatDionysiusconsideredhe plagueepisodeasanexampleof a
vivid portrayalof sufferingin Thucydides,especiallygivenhis useof ta 7a0n, whichis perhapsa



11

satisfactorilyidentify the pathologyof thediseaseandsimilaritiesbetweeriThucydides’
accaintandworks by the medicalauthorsasproof of hisimmenseexaggeratiort> He
alsohighlightsthe conventionin Greekliteratureto connectwar, plague,andhubris,and
later suggestshat Thucydides’ referenceao quadrupedsnddogsmayhavebeenan
allusionto Homer,whoseplagueaffectedmulesanddogs** Theinability to
posthumouslyliagnoseThucydides’ plague? thetragictoneimbuedin the brief episode,
andthepossibleHomericallusionsWoodmandescribesll convergeto form Woodman’s
theorythat Thucydides’ accountoughtto be highly suspectif notdismissedutright.His
claimthatthereis no evidenceo justify the existenceof the plagueoutsideThucydides
seemgo call for the latteraction?®

Woodmaris attemptto dismissthe veracityof Thucydides’ accountasamere
exercisan rhetoricalcompositionis haphazaré@ndextreme.To counterWoodman’s
claimthatnoindependenpieceof evidenceattestgo the historicity of theplague,
Hornblowerconsidershe purification of Delosin winter of 426/425 BCE asareactionto
the pollution of the plague?’ While the purification of Delosis a majorepisodén

Thucydideshedoesnot connecthis purificationto the plagueperse.Furtherevidenceas

referencdo Thucydides’ catalogueof sufferingin 1.23,in whichthe plagueis presente@sthe
greateshaturaldisastetto havetakenplaceduringthewar.

43Woodman(1988 38-39. Specificaly, therelationshipbetweeri‘the critical period” (2.49.6)
andEpidemicsandThucydides’ emphasi®n prognosisn 2.48.3andPrognosticonSee
Woodman(1988)n. 224,66.

44 Woodman(1988 33-38. For referenceio Homer,WoodmarcitesLuschna(1978)1203-1204.
4 At leastat thetime whenWoodmanwrites—the massgravein the Kerameikosvasnot
discovereduntil 1994.

46 \Woodman(1988)39.

4" Hornblower(1997) 318.Thucydidesstateghatontheadviceof anoracle the Athenians
purified theislandby excavatindourialsandtransferringheremainsto RheneaTheyalso
decreedhatin future no onewasto beburiedor to give birth ontheisland.Following the
purification, the Athenianscelebratedor thefirst time the quinquenniafestival of the Delian
gamesSeeThuc.3.104.
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providedby DiodorusSiculus who explicitly stateghatanoraclehadpromptedthe
purificationdueto the severityof the Athenianplague which the Athenianshad
attributedto thewrath of Apollo.*® Thereforeliterary evidencefor the plagueandthe
religiousreactionof the Atheniansis not limited to Thucydidesalone.It is alsoworth
notingthatWoodmanywriting in 1988,wasunableto accountfor the 1994discoveryof a
hastyburial pit in the Kerameikosaswell asthe subsequerdentalanalysisattestingto
typhoidfeverasthelikely causeof deathof thoseinterred The suggestiorihat
Thucydides’ plaguewasa mereplot devicesimply cannotstand?®

Supportfor Woodmans assertiorthat Thucydidesexaggeratethe eventsof the
plagueasanactof “rhetorical magnification” maybefoundin thevividnessof the plague
episodeThucydidesconfinesall descriptionof the plagueinto onebrief sectioninfused
with vivid, evocdive languagevhichwasundoubtedhgrippingto his audienceand
intentionallydramatic® Thucydides inclusionof the plaguein his list of wartime
catastrophegl.23)is emblematioof thedisastrougpisode While Woodman’s attemptto

overthrowthe histaicity of the Athenianplagueis extreme heis notalonein his

“8 Diod. 12.58.6.Diodorusindicatesthatthe purification of Deloswasundertakerbecause¢he
Athenianssoughtpurificationfrom the plague.The questionof who proposedhe purification of
Delosis highly debatedalthoughCleonymushasbecomea strongcandidategollowing the 1985
publicationof an Atheniandecreefound on Delosdatingto 426/5which waslikely proposedy
him. SeelLewis (1985)108.Cf. Hornblower(1997)518.SeeHornblower(1997)517n.i for an
overviewto the problem.

41t is alsointerestingto notetheresistancén thescholionto Thucydides’ useof metaphor.
Hornblowercitesthe scholionfor Thuc.2.51.4,Gonep 10 mpdPoto E6vnoxov. Thescholiast,
wantingto takethis phrasen theliteral sensewrites: 6t1 16 tpoPata petaAnmikd T1ig vooov;
“because the sheepraughtandtransmittedhe disease.” As Hornblowerstatesthe scholionis
likely incorrect.However theresistancegainstdentifying Thucydides’ perhapsodddescription
asametaphomight suggesthatthe plagueepisodenvasregardedasbeinglargely documentarian
andliteral. Or perhapsthoughit is unlikely, the scholiastwassimply imperviousto metapho.
For Hornblower’s discussioronthescholionfor 2.51.4,seeHornblower(1997)324-325.

%0 The confinemenibf the plagueto 2.47-54 givestheimpressiorthat Athenswasdealt“a single
shatteringblow in the Summerof 430,” andavoidsa potentialanti-climax. Woodman(1988) 35.
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skepticismtowardsThucydidesandhis dramaticandsensationgbortrayalof the
Athenianplague BellemoreandPlanthaveproposedhat Thucydideautilized the plague
episodeasa meando enphasizethe gravity of his largernarrative the Peloponnesian
War. Theyfurthersuggesthatwhile the plaguehadlittle impactonthe conductof the
PeloponnesiaMvar, Thucydidespresentedhe eventin suchdramatictermsdueat least
in partto his own contractionof thediseaseandsubsequerpersonakuffering® Thisis a
far moremeasuredpproacthanthatof Woodmanasit allows for boththe historicity
of, andrhetoricalinfluenceon, Thucydides’ accountlin their approachhe existenceof
theplagueis certainwhile the extentof humansufferingdepictedoy Thucydidess
subserviento his effort to emphasizehe chaosof the period.Indeed,it cannotbe said
thatthe plagueepisode— or anyaspecof Thucydides’ narrative— is freefrom
embellishmenbr exaggeration.

After this surveyof previousapproachesa brief outline of my owntakeon
Thucydides’ plagueepisodés in order.With regectto a disasterf this magnitudepne
wondershow did the Atheniansreactto it, copewith it, andcommemoraté? One
expectghatadisasterof this scope—asit emergesrom Thucydides’ account—
warrantedoublic acknowledgemerdandmemorializationandyetthe plagueis absent
from public memorialsandextantfuneralorationsfor thewar dead,making Thucydides’
accountall themorepoignant.l proposeo view the plagueepisodeasa literary
monumenfor thevictims of theplaguein line with the key role of memorializationn
GreekhistoriographyThucydidesfor example describeshe eventsherelatesin his

history asbeingthe “most worthy of relation” (4&0loydtatov).>? His predecessor

°1 BellemoreandPlant(1994)401.
%2Thuc.1.1.
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Herodotudikewise vowedto documenfor posteritythe affairs of men(ta yevopeva €&
avOporwv), in which onecouldincludeplagueasa noteworthyevent3 Giventhe
absencef otherforms of official memorialization Thucydides’ plagueepisodemaybe
consideredh steptowardsmemoridizing the plaguewhichwasnoticeablyabsenfrom
Athenianpublic discoursen its aftermath.Y et the questiorremainshow exactly
Thucydides’ accountrespondedo this trauma, andhow survivorsof the plaguemay have
receivedThucydides’ accountl arguethatit is notenoughto considerthe literary style
andinnovationwith which Thucydidescraftedthis episodewithout alsoquestioninghow
his techniguemay havebeenreceivedby his Athenianreadergyiventhetraumaticnature
of theeventsdescribed.

Giventheabsenc®f otherforms of memorializatiorandextanttestimonyfrom
plaguesurvivors,it is necessaryo turnto comparativeevidencen orderto better
understandherelationshipbetweerpestilentialdevastatiormndthe effect of its
transformationinto traumanarrativesTo achievethis, | considerthemuchmorerecent
SpanishFlu pandenc andthesilencein public discourseandhistoriographythat
followed it.>* Much like the Athenianplague accountgwhetherfictional or historical)
which dealtwith the SpanistFlu in anysignificantdetailwerefew andfar between,

makingpublicationslike KatherineAnnePorter’s fictionalizedaccountof herown

S Hdt. 1.1.

% The SpanishFlu is, in manyways,anideal candidatéor a comparisorwith the Athenian
plague.Like thelatter,the formerstruckduringa war of unprecedentedimension The
abundancef archivalrecordsof the pandemidrelativeto ancientpandemicsklearly
demonstratethe severityof the outbreakandthelack of memorializationwvhich followed.
Furthermorescholarsof the Spanish-lu havenotedthe failure of earlyWW!1 historiansto
adequatelyddresshe pandemidn their accountsof WWI, therebyperpetuatinghe complicated
relationshipbetweerthe SpanishFlu pandemicandpublic discourseandhistoriographyln this
casethetemporaldistancebetweerthetwo eventss anasset.
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pandemiexperiencall the moreculturally significant.Like ThucydidesPortervividly
detailsthe effectsof the SpanishFlu in hernovel Pale Horse,Pale Rider, while
contemporarygourcenthe pandemicavoidedthe gruesomeletails>® Drawing on
David A. Davis’ interpretatiorof Pale Horse,Pale Riderasatraumanarrative,l propose
areadingof the plagueepisodeasa narrativememorializatiorandaesthetiadenderingof
this traumaticeventin Athenianhistory.

It shouldbe notedthatthis thesisis not built upon the contentionthat Thucydides’
accounts wholly accuratesucha claim would be nearlyimpossibleto corroborateand
doedlittle to illuminatethe skill with which ThucydidesdepictsAtheniansuffering.
Rather this thesisconsiderghevalueThucydicks’ vivid andemotionallyevocative
accountmay havehadin theaftermathof this traumaticeventin Athenianhistory.To
whatextentThucydidesnay haveexaggeratethe effectsof the plagueis lessimportant
thanthe effectwhich the accountmay havehadon thereaderandhow his accountmay

havecontributedto Athenianculturalmemory.

The Traumatizing Effects of Pestilence
Beforewe canproceedo analyzeThucydide$ accountasatraumanarrative we

haveto establisithatthe pastepidemicwasin facttraumaticfor Athenians?® Modern

5 While KatherineAnne PorterpublishedPale Horse,Pale Riderin 1939,generainterestin the
influenzapandemidulled until the late 1950s afterwhich publicationsweresporadic Charles
Graves’ Invasionby Virus— thefirst globalsurveyof the 191819 pandemicaddressetb a
generakeadership- wasnot publisheduntil 1968.Cf. Beiner(2006)497.For further discussion
of the historiographicatreatmenof SpanishFlu, seeChapter3, “Spanish Flu and(Lack of)
Historiography.”

%6 |t is worth notingthatsomescholarsareskepticalof the applicationof traumatheoryto the
ancientworld. Suchskepticismwill beaddresseth this chapterunderthesection“Trauma in the
AncientWorld?”
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traumatheorydeemsanot only war andgenocideput alsopandemicandepidemics
potentialsourcesof trauma.Traumaticeventsor stressorseferto experienceshat
overwhelmtheindividual’s ability to copewith athreatandrespondo it. To providea
generabdefinition, traumadescribesan overwhelmingexperienceof sudderor
catastrophi@ventsin whichtheresponséo the eventis oftendelayed?’ Thetraumatic
eventin questionis sooverwhelmingthatit “cannot befully knownandis thereforenot
availableto consciousnessntil it imposestself again,repeatedlyin the nightmaresand
repetitiveactionsof the survivor.”%® Whenatraumaticeventaffectsa largepopulation
simultaneouslyit is referredto asa souce of collectivetrauma.Socialor collective
traumais arelatively newconcepin thesocialsciencegnd“denotes a collectivity’s
responsé¢o aneventthatis consideredo beanoverwhelmingandunexpectedhreatto
its culturalidentity andsocialorder.”®® The diagnosisof collectivetraumabecame
acutelysignificantin the aftermathof the SecondWorld War, whenconcentratiortamp
survivors,resistancdighters,veteranssailorsof the merchanmarine,andtheir children
begarto sufferpsychologial repercussionfrom their wartimeexperience$§? Sociologist
Kai Eriksonhasarguedthatcollectivetraumacancausedamageo the socialfabric of a
communityasit rupturessocialbonds,underminecommunality destroyssupport
systemsandcaneventraumatizemembersf the affectedgroupwhowereabsentvhen
the catastropher persecutioriook place®! Whencollectivetraumaoccursit canamplify

theindividual’s experienceof traumabecauseét affectsthe largersocialstructurefrom

57 Caruth(2016 11-12.

58 Caruth(2016)4.

59 Giesen(2001)14473.

0 RobbenandSuarez0rozco(2003)17.

61 Kai Erikson(1995)185-188.Cf. RobbenandSuirez0rozco(2003)24.
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whichindividualswould ordinarily receivesupport®? PsychotherapistarolynYoder
includesseriousilinessespandemicsandepidemicson herlist of commontraumatic
eventsor stressor$® Eventhe sights,soundssmells,andphysicalsensationgausedy
theplagueitself canserveasa sourceof traumafor thoseafflicted.

Severabspect®f Thucydides accountof theplagueappeaiin Yoder’s list of
commontraumaticeventsor stressorsincluding:the neglectof thosewho cannotcarefor
themselvesseriousilinessespandemicandepidemicssudderossof loved ones,
witnessingdeathor injury, anda sudderchangeof rules,expectationspr socialnorms®*
Eachof thesetraumaticstressorsvill beexaminedn duecoursealongsideexcerptdrom
Thucydides’ plagueepisodelt is alsoworth notingthatevenindividualswho do not
sufferinfectionthemselvesrestill prime candidatesor a conditionknownassecondary
or vicarioustrauma.Secondaryraumacanaffectindividualswho respondo catastrophes
andattenddirectly to victims. This phenomenoiis commonamongcaregiversrescue
workers,andevenjournalistswho dealwith victims’ testimoniesThe effectsof
secondaryraumaaresimilar to thoseexperiencedy victims themselveseventhough
victims of secondarytraumahaveneverbeenin directdangerthemselves$?® Thucydides’
accountf the plaguementionsdoctorsattemptingto treattheillness(2.47.4),individuals
tendingto their friends(2.51.5),andeventhewearines®f kin whowereoverwhelmed

by thedisaster(2.51.5).Basedon modernknowledgeof vicarioustraumawe canassert

62 Seel eys(2000; Wood(1999).Cf. Davis(2011) 56-57. Leys’ work alsoexplainsthattheories
surroundinghe experiencandstudyof traumaareoftencontestedastheytendto reflect
competingsocialvaluesasmuchasscientificadvancements-for this reasontheinterpretatiorof
historicaltraumarequiresvigilance.Cf. Davis(2011)65.

63 Yoder (2005 15.

¢4 Yoder(2005)15-16. Note thattheseelementsarenot the completdist, but ratherthosewhich
pertainto Thucydides’ accountof the plague.

Yoder(2005)14.
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thatthesegroupswerelikely candidatesor thedevelopmenbf secondaryrauma
following the eradicatiorof thedisease.

Theabsencef posttraumaticsymptomssuchasreoccurringnightmaresn
Thucydides$ accountof the plaguemustnot betakenasanindicationthatthe eventwas
not traumatizing.Thucydidesprovidesa historicalaccountof the plagueasit descends
uponAthens,and,aspreviouslydiscussediraumadescrbesanoverwhelmingand
catastrophi@xperiencen which theresponséo the eventis oftendelayed® Therefore
theabsencef posttraumaticsymptomsfrom Thucydides’ accountdoesnot precludethe
possibility of futuretraumaWhatis presenin Thucydide’ accounts a variety of
potentialtraumaticstressorsAs the plagueclaimedthe lives of betweera quarterto a
third of Athens’ population®’ thelossof kin musthavebeena fairly commonoccurrence.
Survivorsof thediseasavould havebeenconfrontedwith their memoriesof not only the
plague’s physiologicaleffectsonthemselvesbut alsothe sufferingof thosearoundthem
andtheir own feelingsof helplessnesm the wakeof thedisaster Accordingto
Thucydideghediseasdeft somesurvivorsblind or withoutthe useof their limbs 88 It has
evenbeenarguedthatThucydides’ extremecastof the diseasenayhavebeendue(at

leastin part)to his own harrowingexperiencé? Giventhe scaleandeffectsof the plague

¢ Caruth(2016)11-12.

67 Mitchell-Boyask(2009) 1; Mikalson (2009)326.

® Thuc.2.49.78.

% BellenoreandPlant(1994)401.BellemoreandPlantview the plagueepisodeasa meansy
whichto emphasizehe severityof the PeloponnesiallVar— a metaphomperhapsnspiredby
Thucydide$ personakuffering.“The Plaguemusthavebeena distressingime for him
personallybecausef his own suffering.His own sufferingin fact may havebeenthe stimulusfor
him to usethe Plagueasa dramaticparadigmfor the overallsufferingof thewar andto explain
thedeclinein moralstandardsvhich he himselfperceivedandwhichis elsewherdllustrated,for
examplejn his passionataccountof the stasisat Corcyra.” For Corcyra,seeThuc.3.824. Cf.
BellemoreandPlant(1994)401.
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Thucydidespresentsit is very likely thatsurvivorswould havebeentraumatizedy their
experiencesf it.

Becausef the high deathtoll andthethoroughpermeatiorof the diseasan
Athens,the plagueThucydidesdescribesnustin all likelihood haveconstitutedmassive
grouptrauma.Whenmassivegrouptraumaoccurs,it cancreatea cumulativeemotional
andpsychologicalvoundwhich canspangenerationsDespitethe eventhavingtaken
placein the past,the traumaticeventcanbe transmittedhroughgenerationgonsciously
or unconsciouslyhroughthe behaviorof thetraumatizedndividual in aphenomenon
knownastransgenerationafrauma.The effectsarecumulativeandmanifestin
individual andgroupattitudesin future generationsAs Yoderacknowledgeghetrans
generdonalinheritanceof traumacanoccurevenwhenageneratiors nottold the
traumaticstory explicitly, or elseknowsit only in broadterms’® Evenafterthe eventhas
ceasedhefears,anxietiesandbehaviorakchangestemmingfrom the traumacan
continueto affectindividualsandconsequentlytheir socialrelations.Thus a climateof
emotionalstrainoftenoutlaststhe periodof initial trauma.Thereforeijt is unlikely that
thetraumaticeffectsof the Athenianplaguewerelimited only to thosewho experienced
it.

Returningto the caseof the Kerameikosburial pit, archeologicakvidenceappears
to supportThucydides’ assertiorthatthe Atheniansresortedo massgravesanda general
disregardor burial ritesasaway to quickly disposeof thedead.Theroughly 150
skeletondoundwereinterredin anirregularlyshapedit with the bodieshavingbeen

laid outin arandomfashion,supportingThucydides’ vivid descriptionof hastene@nd

0Yoder(2005)13-14.
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haphazardburialsin the city.”* No soil wasplacedbetweerthe layersof dead,andthe
greatersenseof organizationin the bottomlayerssuggesthatthe pit wasusedovertime,
with the later stage=f intermentbeingmorechaoticanddisorganizedDueto the
importanceof burialandfuneraryritesin Greekculture,the hastenedburial of plague
victims would morethanlik ely havecontributedo the traumaof survivorsfor whomthe
relativeneglectof their kin wassurelytantamounto abandonment.

Giventhevariety of wayspestilencemighttraumatizeplaguevictims, caregivers,
andevenfuturegenerationsit is appropride to view the plagueandindeedthe plague
episodethroughthe lensof collectivetrauma.However,this approactdoesnot suggest
thatall elementsf Atheniansocietyweretraumatizedy their experienceof the plague.
It is entirelypossibleto be subjectedto traumaticeventsandnot betraumatizedy
them/? However to dismissa traumabasedapproactto this episodeon this caveat
deniesthe severityof the eventsdescribedaswell asthe possibility of theplague’s long-
lastingeffecton the AthenianpopulaceTo examineThucydides’ vivid portrayalof the
plaguewithout contemplatinghe traumaticnatureof the eventdescribedandits reality
for the Athenianreaderis to denythe poignancyof his accountFurthermorethe 420/419
BCE importationof the cult of Aesklepiosfrom Epidaurosonveysthatin theyears
following the eradicatiorof the diseaseAtheniansmaintaineda preoccupationvith

diseaseandhealing In 420/419the Atheniansestablishedwo majorsanctuariesf

1 Thuc.2.52.24.

2Yoder(2005)11. Yodernotesthattraumais not derivedfrom aneventalonebut dependona
variety of factorsincludingage,previoushistory, degreeof preparationthe meaninggivento the
event,its duration,the quality of socialsupportavailable knowledgeabouttraumaandcoping
strategiesandevengeneticmakeup Whatis consideredraumaticfor oneindividual maybe
simply a sourceof stresgor anotherdependingona combinationof thesefactors.



21

Aesklepios onein the Piraeusandoneonthe southerrslopeof the Acropolis. Both sites
would havesimultaneouslyunctionedassacredsitesandgatheringplacesfor theill. 2
The placemenbf the Asklepieionabovethetheatreof Dionysosexemplifiesarchaic
associationbetweempoetryandhealing’4 As Meineckstatesthe importationof the cult
of Asklepiosandthe significantplacemenbf the AsklepieionsuggesthatAthenian
societyneverthelessoughthealingfor thetraumaticeventsof invasion,plague military
disasterandalmostconstantvar.”

Wheninsightfrom moderntraumatheoryis appliedto theeventdescribedy
Thucydidesit is difficult to denythatthe Athenianplaguewasa sourceof collective
traumain Atheniansociety Thechaosthat Thucydidesdescribesppeardo reflectthe
chaosfoundin the Kerameikodurial pit andits haphazardburials.It is for this reason
thatl suggestinexaminationof Thucydides’ plagueepisodethroughthe lensof the
moderntheoryof collectivetrauma.The contentionin this paperis notthat Thucydides
himselfwasin any capacitya victim of trauma,althoughhis contractionof theplague,
wartimeexperienceandexile far from precludethe possibility’® | suggestnsteada
readingof the plagueepisodehatencouragegts audienceo engageempatheticallyvith
atraumaticeventin Athenianhistoryandto considerthow Athenianreaderdraumatized
by their recentexperiencesnay haveengagedvith the text. This approachresiststhe
confinemant of the plagueepisodeo eithertherealmof critical historiographyor

emotiveliterature,focusedon scouringthe episodefor eitherpositivist ‘truths’ or literary

3 Mikalson (2009 326.

" Mitchell-Boyask(2008)105-121.

S Meineck(2012 11.

6 Althoughthe potentialimpactof traumaon Thucydides’ life andhistoriographyis a fascinating
subject,it is beyondthe scopeof this thesis.The subjecthasbeenapproacheduite convincingly
by Morley (2017).
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innovationexclusively.Insteadthis approaclcalls attentionto Thucydides’ innovative
productionof awork of collectivememory.Thucydidesprovidesour mainaccountof the
plaguewhich appeardo besupportedy archaeologicagvidencelf we areto take
Thucydidesat his word that his detaileddescriptionof the natureof the plagueand its
symptomsarebaseduponhis own experienceof the diseaseandhis observation®f
others!’ thenwe oughtto takethis episodenot only asaskillfully craftedpieceof
literature but alsoasa trustworthyrecordof events By applyingmoderntraumatheory
to Thucydide$ accountwe standto gaina betterunderstandingf thetraumaticnatureof
the Athenianplagueandhow his artful articulationof the eventsmayhavebeenreceived.
In this thesisl demonstrat¢hatthroughhis historiographiaccoun of the plague,
Thucydidesenderghe story of the pandemidnto aesthetidorms by combiningelements
of personaharrative literature,andhistory, thusjustifying anexaminatiorof the plague
episodeasa form of collectivememorializationThis appioachdrawson David A. Davis’
readingof PaleHorse,Pale Riderasa monumento the SpanisiFlu pandemicMy
approachmecessitateareadingof Thucydideghatis awarebothof its contemporary
audienceandits prominencen a societywhich perhapsoughtto forgetits recent

horrors.

D a v Amalgsis of PaleHorse,PaleRider
PaleHorse,Pale Rideris a novelwritten by KatherineAnne Porterandwasfirst
publishedin 1939 It follows therelationshipof a youngcoupleupontheheroine’s

contracton of influenzaduringthe pandemioof 1918 The Spanish-lu causeshe

"Thuc.2.48.
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protagonistMiranda,to suffera seriesof hallucinationsanddreamswvhich mergethemes
of deathandsurvivalwith forgetfulnessandthe powerof memory.Her “pale rider”
alludesto theapocalyptichorsemarndescribedn Revelatior6:1-8, andherinterplay
betweerdeathandmemoryencourageanexaminatiorof herwork asa form of
traumaticmemory’® Whensherecoverdrom theillness,shediscovergo herhorrorthat
herbeauAdam hadreturnedto his unit wherehediedof theillnesswhich he likely
contractedrom tendingto her.

PaleHorse,Pale Rideris afictionalizedaccouniof Porter’s own experience.
During Porter’s own hospitalizatiorfor SpanisiFlu in 1918heryoungsuitor, Lieutenant
AlexanderBarclay, hadcontractednfluenzaanddied. Porterwasemployedasareporter
with TheRockyMountainNewswhenshewastakenill, andlikewise herprotagonist
Mirandawasa reporte whenshecontractedheillnessin Boston.JustasMirandahad
comevery nearto deathwhenshewasrevivedby aninjection,sotoowasPortersaved
by anexperimentalnjection of strychnine Porter’s personakxperiencesapturedn Pale
Horse,Pale Riderthustedify to Porter’s own personatraumanarrative’® Further
evidencefor the traumatizingeffectof theinfluenzapandemicon Portermaybefoundin
theeighteeryearsthatelapsedetweerPorter’s contractionof thediseasendher
fictionalizationof it. As Davissuggeststhe gapbetweernthesetwo eventstestifiesto the
factthatPorterhadattemptedo suppresshe event,butwasultimatelyunsuccessful-a
prime characteistic of trauma®® FurthermorePorter’s candidcommentghroughouthe

yearsfollowing the publicationof Pale Horse,Pale Rider suggesthat,despitethe many

8 Davis(2011)55. SeeDavis for full discussion.
9 Davis(2011)57.
80 Davis(2011)57.
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illnessesPorterwould contractthroughouther life, herexperiencef theinfluenza
pandemiovasthe mostinfluential andsignificantexperienceo herpersonally2! In a
1963interview, Porterstressedhe transformativenatureof herillnessandresulting
brushwith death:

It simply dividedmy life, cutacrosst like that. Sothateverything

befae that was just getting ready, and after that | wasin some

strangavayalteredyeally. It tookmealongtimetogooutandlive

in the world again.l wasreally "alienated,"in the pure senselt

was, | think, the fact that | really hadparticipatedin death,that|

knew what deathwas, and had almostexperiencedt. | hadwhat

the Christianscall the "beatific vision," andthe Greekscalledthe

"happyday,"the happyvision just beforedeath.Now if you have

hadthat,andsurvivedit, comebackfrom it, you arenolongerlike

other people,and there'sno usedeceivingyourselfthat you are.

[Porter,“Interview” 85°7

The“beatific vision” or “happy day” thatPorterrefersto hereis depictedvividly

in PaleHorse,PaleRider. WhenMiranda’s hallucinatonshadtransportedherto a vast
landscapgopulatedwith the facesof deceasetbvedones Mirandawaspulled out of
heremotionalreverieby herinjectionandby herrealizationthatin herpeaceshehad
forgottenthedead.Therelationshipbetweertheliving andthedeadandthe
responsibilityof the living to honorthe memoryof thedeadis arecurringthemein
Porter’s work. While Mirandahadreassured\damthat“Death alwaysleavesonesinger
to mourn,”®3 Mirandais later pulled from the brink of deah by the notionof personal

responsibilityto the deadwhich canonly beupheldby living memory.In this way,

Miranda’s unhappinessvith thewar andits evergrowingdeathtoll is subsumedby her

81 Stout(1995)8-10. Cf. Davis (2011)58, n.3.
82 Cf. Davis(2011)57-58.
83 Porter(1939)316.
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dedicationto commemorationHer “beatific vision” is shateredby the following
realization:

A thoughtstruggledatthebackof hermind,cameclearlyasavoice

in herear.Wherearethedead2Ve haveforgottenthedeadoh, the

deadwherearethey?[Porter,325]
Sincetheimportanceof remembrances stressedhroughoutPorter’s shortnovel, Davis
arguesit is fitting thatherwork remainsthe mostsignificantAmericanliterary work set
duringthe pandemic* Giventhe absencef the SpanishFIu in public discourg and
publiccommemoratioriollowing the pandemicPorter’s work servesadual purposeas
bothanevocativeaccountof atraumaticeventin history,anda monumento the
experience.

Thestoryof Portefs heroinedoesnot endsimply with herrecoveryfrom Spanish

Flu. As Mirandarecoverdn the hospitalsheis left to facemanyprospectstheendof the
war, the deathof herbeau,andthedeterminatiorof herfriendsandthe medicalstaffto
returnherto herlife andcareemeforeherillness.As aresut, Miranda’s recovery
involvesa processof re-adjustmentin which Mirandaviews herselfandherbodyas
foreverchangedy herharrowingexperienceHavingfacedthe prospecbof deathand
havinglost herbeauto the samediseaseshenow considerdhersel anoutsiderto the
world shewasoncea partof beforehertraumaticexperience:

...Miranda looked abouther with the covertly hostile eyesof an

alienwhodoesnotlike the countryin which hefinds himself,does

not understandhe languagenor wish to learnit, doesnot meanto

live thereandyetis helplessunableto leaveit at his will. [Porter,
326.]

84 Davis (2001)56.
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ThedistancehatMirandanow feelsbetweerherselfandtheworld aroundher,asDavis
notes in hiswork, is consistentvith victims of traumawho, in its aftermathmustforgea
newsenseof identity thattakesinto accounthetraumaticevent® Miranda’s initial
helplessnesandalienationfrom her caretakersn PaleHorse,PaleRideris consistent
with Porter’s interviewsregardingthe life-alteringnatureof theillness.For Porter,her
novelservedasa fictionalizedaccountof her own traumaticexperienceandthe
publicationof it enshrinedheinfluenzaexperiencen public discourseHer work offers
thereaderanempathetiexperienceof theiliInessandsimultaneoushallows for the
transmissiorof the eventotherwiseunremarkediponin public discourse.

Davis approacho PaleHorse,Pale Ridertakesinto accounthework of trauma
psychologistandtraumahistoriansto arguethatPorter’s novelachieves‘an aesthetic
effectof vicariousexperience.”® Miranda’s avoidanceof thewar andits destructions
sustainedy herthoughtsof Adam,andsheuseshermemoriesof Adamasashield
againsthewar andthevirus. This strugglebetweenreality andremembranceDavis
arguesattestso Miranda’s inability to effectivelyrepresghe traumaticexperiencé’
Accordingto Davis, thefictionalizationof Porter’s experience:

...created an enduring memory of the event, a memory that
connectshe personakexperiencdo the experienceof millions of
other victims, that connectsthe survivorsto the dead,and that
connectghe pastto the present[Davis, 59]

Becausaf thecommemorativdunction of Portefs novel, Davisis ableto examineher

work asanevocativeliterary accountof atraumaticexperienceaswell asawork of

8 Davis(2011)58.

8 Davis(2011)58.

87 Daviscitesthe observation®f GeorgeCheathanandGaryM. Ciuba,who discussMiranda’s
“obsessive” concernwith death.Davis(2011)59,n. 5.
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collectivememory.l arguethat Thucydides’ accountof the Athenianplaguelikewise
servesasavivid historicalaccountof atraumaticevent,andasa contributionto Athenian

collectivememory.

Collective Memory Defined

Beforewe considerThucydides’ accountof the plagueasa contributionto
Atheniancollectivememoryit is necessaryo articulateexactlywhatis meanthereby
this term MauriceHalbwalchsis creditedwith beingthefirst to discusshe conceptof
collectivememorysystematicallyhavingshiftedthe termcollectivememoryfrom a
biologicalframeworkto a socialcategory?® TheimportanceHalbwachsattributesto
collectivememoryfor the formationof groupidentity remainsa key startingpoint for
researchn thefield. 8° Collectiveor socialmemorymaintainsthatwhile rememberings
ataskcarriedout by theindividual, collectiveor socialmemoryinvolvescommunities
andis differentfrom the sumtotal of individual thoughtsaboutthe past?® Collective
memoryis rootedin conversationaboutmemoriesdeemedmportantenoughto
articulateandsharewith others,andit thereforedependsnsharedcultural formsand
conventionsof languagée? It reachedeyondthe official historiesof historiansandrefers

to asetof actionsthatmaydraw on professionahistorybut do notdependonit.®> The

8 Assmam (1995)125; Funkensteir{1993)9.

8 Steinbock(2013)8-9. SeeSteinbockor a critique of Halbwachsand Funkensteir{1993)for an
in-depthexaminatiorof therelationshipbetweerHalbwachs’ collective memoryandcritical
historiography.

0 E. Zerubavel(1997)96. Cf. Steinbock(2013)12.

%1 Fentres® Wickham(1992)47; Huyssen(1995)3; Assmann(2001)6822; Misztal (2003)6,
11. Cf. Echterhoff(2008).Cf. Steinbock(2013)12-13.

92 Winter andSivan(1999)8.
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collectivememoryof a culturalgrouppromulgats the specfic characteof thatcultural
groupthroughthe socializationandcustomsfrom which the individual derivesidentity.®3
It canfostera senseof communitythrougha sharedexperienceor, morerealistically,
througha sharedemembrancef thatexperienceThis is becausavhile experienceas
unigqueto theindividual, theseexperiencesresharedhrougharticulationsin thegroup
setting,therebyuniting individualsthrougha commonnarrative howeversimplified that
narrativemaybeto accommodat¢he group. The unity establishedhroughthe collective
remembrancef asharedexperienceanserveto bind its participantdogether this effect
Is perhapdestencapsulatetly PeterLoewenbergvith the phrasea commonexperience
maybethetrademarkof agereration?

Somecritics go sofar asto denythe very existenceof collectiveor social
memory®® with the centralobjectionthatremembrancehouldonly bethoughtof asan
individual mentalprocessandcannotbe conceptualizeih grouptermswithout assummng
amonolithicgroupmentality.Scholarsof socialmemorythereforemustallow for the
multipolarity of memoryin their work by examiningthe collectiveaspectof memory
withoutrenderingthe individual a passivecogin the machineof a collectivizedwill.%¢
Collectivememorymaybe madeup of rememberingndividuals,butit doesnotsubsume
theirexperienceA helpful exampleof therelationshipbetweercollectivememoryand
rememberingndividualsmaybefoundin the Attic funeralorationsandcasualtylists,as

official traditionaloneofferedananonymousollectivehistory of Athenswhichdid not

9 Assmain (1995)125-126.

% Loewenberd1971) Mannheim(1936).Cf. Funkensteir{1989)8.
% Funkensteir{1993)6; Steinbock(2013)8.

% Steinbock(2013)8-9.
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reinforcethe memoriesof individual participation.lt wasdownto individualsor their
familiesto maintainmemoriesof participationandevennarrativedetal aboutparticular
campaignr battles?” Theindividualis necessarilyngagedvith andinfluencedby the
collectivememoryof his or herown culturalgroup,but narrativesof collectivememory
simply cannotcapturethe entiretyof thememoriesor perspetivesof thoseit represents.
While collectivememorymakesarticulationsbaseduponthe eventsof the past,
memoryis nonethelesderivedfrom the presentandthe contentsof the presen?
Thereforeeventsarerememberedh accordancevith the currentselfimageof thegroup
andcanpromotedistortions—oftenin the serviceof therememberinggommunity?®
Eventsthataresubsumednto collectivememorydo sovia simplified narratives For
example,onemight expectfuneralorationsandwar memorialsto praisethe braveryof
thedeadandtheir ultimatecontributionto their nationandits values.This somewhat
romanticnarrativefulfills the needsof therememberinggommunityby providinga
rea®n for thedeatls of their companionghatis easyto live with—their sacrificewasfor
thefreedomof theliving. Official commemorationseldomcall for a critical
consideratiorof thewar andits consequencesgptinginsteadio encourageocial
cohesiorthrougha sharedharrative.This is becauséhe goal of the affectivemanagement
of historyis “to link rememberingeopletogetherto providethemwith socialspaceand

symbolictools thatcould helpmakesuchallink tangible.”1%°

% Thomag(1989)215.

% Funkensteir{1993)9. In Funkenstein’s words: The pastis therememberegresentjustasthe
futureis theanticipatedoresentmemoryis alwaysderivedfrom the presentandfrom the
contentsof the present.

% Steinbock(2013)17.

100 Qushaking2013)275.
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But by whatcriteriado someeventsbecomepartof collectivememorywhile
othersdo not?Whathappensvhena culturalgroupforgets—or rather,choosesotto
commemoratandrecall—a particularsharedevent?f collectivememoryis indeed
shapedy the communityto suit the needsof the community,thenit is logical to
concludethateventsthatdo not reaffirm groupidentity andvaluesmayresultin

intentional““forgetfulness.”

The Lack of Athenian Memorialization of the Plague

Theinclinationtowardsilencefollowing a traumaticeventis a commonfeatureof
individual trauma,astheindividual oftenfeelsoverwhelmedy the magnitudeof the
event.However,whentranslatedo therealmof collectivetraumathis silencemaytake
theform of arefusalto acknowledgeandmemorializethe event,which canin turn hinder
the healingprocess?! Articulation is a key stepin the processowardsacceptancé®? It is
thereforenotablethatthe Athenianplaguereceivedno form of public commemoration
andis absenfrom extantfuneralorationsfor the Athenianwar dead Theabsencef

memorializatiorfor victims of the plaguewasaccompaniedby the preoccupationvith

101 Accordingto thework of SigmundFreud,reactivesilencefollowing a collectivetrauma
constitutesa periodof latency.Giesensummarizeshis periodof latencyasonein which “the
communityis unableto spe& publicly aboutthetraumabecausé¢he personamemoriesarestill
toovivid to be soothedoy publicrituals. Thetraumais deniedor silencedn public discourseor
official socialrepresentations.” The periodof latencyandthe periodof speakingout are distinct
elementf traumahealing,althoughthereis nofixed sequentiabrderwhendealingwith
memoryandrecovery.SeeFreud(1955).Cf. Giesen(2001)14475.

102 Schick(2011)18491850.Schickfurther citesPsychiatristiudithLewis Hermanwho
descibesthe story-telling processasa “work of reconstruction” which transformgraumatic
memoryandallowsit to beincorporatednto thetraumatizedndividual’s life story.Herman
(1997)175.
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warfareandits victims in ClassicalAthens.By thelate 5" centuryBCE, war wasa
prominentcomponenbf Atheniansocietywhichwasreflectedin daily life aswell as
Athenianpublic artandarchitectureBetweenthe Persiarandthe Peloponnesialvars,
Athensparticipatedn somesortof war in two out of everythreeyearsandthe latter
lasted27 years!? War wasdramatizecbnstageandrepresenteih public monuments,
statuesreliefs,andpaintedin sanctuariesindpublic spacesCitizenswereremindedeach
dayof Athenianimperialismandmilitary excellence® The wartimeachievementsf the
Athenianancestorsverelaudedin funeralorationsfor therecentlykilled soldiers,now
conceivedashavingjoinedthe honorsof their AthenianancestorsThe presencef war
in Athenianlife anddiscoursenormalizedwarfareasa communakxperienceThosewho
died of the plagueon the otherhandreceivedno public memorialandtherewasno
equivalentof thelogoi epitaphioifor plaguevictims despitethe plaguehavingkilled a
guarterto athird of the Athenianpopulace!® Therelativeabsencef the plaguefrom
Atheniandiscourseandevenlandscapeignified, | suggestaresistanceéo remembrance.
Theremembrancef sharedhistoryis anexcellenttool with whichto encourage
socialcohesiorfollowing loss,andfuneralorations presentecn opportunityto unite
Atheniansundera sharednarrative. Theepitaphioiwerea key componenbf Athenian
identity; touchinguponvariousnarrativesdrom Athenianhistoryandits mythic past,they
promulgatech senseof Athenianpride andfacilitatedremembrancel hereusingand

reshapingf narrativegprovidedsomedegreeof consistencyanda “national’ memory

103 Raaflaub(2014)18.
104 Raaflaub(2014)16.
105 Mitchell-Boyask(2008) 1; Mikalson (2009)326.
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was(re)constructe@achyearat the public burial for thewar dead!° The epitaphioi
recountedo audienceshe deedsof the now-deadmenon campaignby narratingthe
deedsf thedeadthe oratorcreatedmemoryfor his listenersof the eventsdescribedFor
women,theelderly,the young,andeventhoseorphanedlueto the conflict, these
narrativescould providea memorywhich theywould not otherwisehave!®’ Thusthe
experiencdacilitatesremembrancéor thedeceaseavhile alsoeducatinghe childrenin
the deedsof their fathersthroughnarrativel® Thereis, however,no comparable
institutionfor victims of pestilenceWithout memorializatiorfor victims of the plague,
their experiencalid notreceivenarrativizationby which it might havebeensubsumed
into Atheniancollectivememory.Rather the eventwasleft to individualsto processand
mournwithout a unifying narrative.Thefailure or evenrefusalto acknowledgehe
plaguewould havefurther preventedhe educatiorof childrenandthe transmissiorof the
eventasit wasachievedn funeralorations.

This resistanceéo remembrancef the plagueis furtherdemonstratedh theatrical
performancesluringthetwo decadedollowing its conclusionin 426 BCE. In his study
of theplagués effecton elementsf Athenianculturefrom its onsetin 430 BCE to the
productionof Philoctetesn 409 BCE, Mitchell-Boyaskdemonstratethat explicit
referenceo the Athenianplaguewasavoidedin 5" centuryAtheniandramadespite

illnessandits curebeinganongoingconcermandfeaturedat varying levelsof

106 Shear(2013)527.Seealso: Steinbock(2013)52; Thomas(1989)213.For Athenianbeliefin
theconstructeqandreconstructedinemoryof the funeralorations seeStrasburge(1958)

107 Shear(2013)521-522.

108 Shean(2013)519.



33

intensity1%° Mitchell-Boyasknotesfor examplethe infrequencyof the termiowuoc
(plague)relativeto vococ (diseasg Aodc doesnot appeaiin the extantdramasof
Euripides,is absentfrom comedy,andis found only oncein Sophoclesn line 28 of
Sophocles’ OedipusTyrannusdesyite Sophocles’ interestin illness1® Mitchell-Boyask
proposeghatiodc would haveperhapsemindedAthenianstoo directly of their recent
misfortunesasHerodotusclaimswasthe casewith Phrynicusseveraddecade®arlier;the
playwrightwasapparenthfined 1,000drachmador remindingthe Atheniansof their
role in the failure of the lonianRevoltandthe sackof Miletus in his tragedy,The Sackof
Miletus ! It appearshattragedyrequiredgreaterdistancefrom reality thanhistoryin
orderto haveits desiredeffect, particularlywhenthe subjectwasoneof defeat!!?
Mitchell-Boyaskalsosuggestsperhapsiot unreasonablythatSophocles’ Oedipus
Tyrannustook secondplaceat its debutatthe Dionysiain 429 BCE dueto its recurring
themeof plagueduring atime whenonewaseithercurrentlyattackingAthens,or
recentlyhadbeen He suggestshatthe similarity betweerstageandreality hadbecome
transgressiveyhichwould accountfor theplay’s popularitya centurylater,when
Atheniansocietyenjoyeda greatertemporaldistancerom their prior misfortune!'® The
preferencdor the neutraltermvéocog overthe explicit termioyog demonstratethy
Mitchell-Boyasksuggests hesitancyor evenapprehensiotowardanarticulationof the

eventonstageandyetarticulationis a key stepin the procesf traumarecovery.

109 Mitchell-Boyask(2008)12. Mitchell-Boyaskattributesthe preoccupationwith themesof
illnessandcurein Atheniantragedyto metaphoricatontemplation®f the polis, wherebythe
illnessrepresentds instability, andits eventual‘cure” resultsin thereassertiomf civic authority.
110 Mitchell-Boyask(2008)27.

111 Hdt. 6.21.

112 Rutherford(2007) 505

113 Mitchell-Boyask(2008)64-65. For theterm“transgressive” Mitchell-Boyaskcites Sourvinou
Inwood(2003)16. SeeMitchell-BoyaskChapters, “Oedipus andthe Plague” for full discussion.
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Trauma in the Ancient World?

Somescholarsareskepticalof the applicationof traumatheoryto the ancient
world, andthusit is necessaryo demonstratéhatthereis precedentor areadingof the
plagueepisodehroughthelensof traumatheory ClassicistandAncientHistorianshave
demonstratethe presencef combattraumain AncientGreecesuggestingmplicitly
thatthe studyof otherformsof traumain the ancientworld, suchasthe traumaof
pandemidiseaseis notunwarrantedAs David Konstandemonstrates his introduction
to CombatTraumaandthe AncientGreeks the applicationof moderntraumatheoryto
ancientevidencecanprovidefruitful readingsof classicatextsdespitethe factthatthe
ancientGreeksandRomansmeverappeato identify the pathologyof combattrauma
explicitly. Shelkshockonly begano beexaminedandidentified asa disorderafterthe
FirstWorld War, andonly recentlyhasPostTraumaticStresDisorderbeenclassifiedas
amedicalcondition!!* Konstansuggestshatthefailure of ancientsourcego discusshe
pathologyof combattraumain clinical termsis notdueto its absencdrom Greeksociety
butrather—paradoxically— to its familiarity. Perhapsnsteadwe might considera
cultureof trauma,in which battleandits aftereffectsweresocomnonplacethatthe
medicaldiagnosisof combattraumawasunnecessar}:® This approacto traumain the
ancientworld doesnot seekto retrospectivelymposemedicaldiagnoseshutrather

recognizepatternsof behaviornow knownto beindicativeof trauma.

114 Konstan(2014)2.
115 Konstan(2014)3-4.
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An aptexampleof behaviorsuggestiveof combattraumais thereactionof the
Athenianwarrior Epizelusatthe Battle of Marathon.Accordingto Herodotughe soldier
wassuddenlystrickenblind asa greatarmedsolder bypassedim to cutdowntheman
besidehim, andthe blindnesdastedfor theremaindeof his life.116 LawrenceA. Tritle
suggestshatthe mythic framing of this eventin Herodotusvasthe only way his
contemporariesould fathoma caseof sudderblindness!!’ Onthetragicstage,
Sophocles’ Ajax confrontedthe audiencewith theimageof atroubledwarrior as
Odysseusvitnesseg\jax attackingthe livestockhe believesto be his old comradesin
his studyof combattraumaandthetragicstage PeterMeined connectghis episodego
the“berserk state” psychiatristlonatharShayused to articulatethe disconnectedtateof
mind duringmomentsof extremebattlefrenzy '8 MeineckalsoconsidersAchilles,
PatroclusandDiomedederserkerat specificpointsin thelliad whentheir battlemania
comesto the fore 11° Battle maniaappeargo havealsoafflicted the Spartarwarrior
AristodemuswhomHerodotudaudsfor his braveryat PlataeaAccordingto Herodotus,
after havingbeenshunnedfor beingthe only Spartarto havereturnedirom Thermopylae
alive, Aristodemushadwishedto die (BovAduevog dmobaveiv) andfoughtwith noregard
for seltpreservation- anattitudethatHerodotusattributesto the “reproachhangingover
him.”120 His recklessbehavioris suggestiveof survivor’s guilt, andis characteristiof a

berserkeragainexhibitingbehaviomow attributedto combattraumat?!

16 Hdt. 6.117.

17 Tritle (2014)88.

118 Meineck(2009)178-9.
119 Meineck(2009)179.
120 Hdt. 9.72.

121 Tritle (2000)74-77.
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Giventheratherstaticnatureof the physiologyof modernhumanswe may
deducehatthe neurologicafreactionsconstituing emotionsareunchangingvhile the
conceptualizatiomndarticulationof suchemotionsarenot. While the accountof
Epizeleudrameshis sudderblindnessn the mythic termsof a giantwarrior who passes
over him andkills his comrade modernclinicians might discusshis conditionin termsof
afunctionalsomaticsyndrome pr conversiordisordert?? Thereforethe behavior
indicative of combattraumais fairly consistentyhile its descriptionrmaybethoughtof
assubjectto culturalandtemporalchangeCritics whowould denythe presencef
traumain the ancientworld onthe basisof anachronisrit® arechoosingto ignoreclear
casedn whichindividualslike Epizeleusand Aristodemusbehavedn waysnow
understoodo beindicativeof combattrauma.As KonganandMeineckclearly
demonstratéhe presencef combattraumain Greeksociety,the studyof otherforms of
traumain the ancientworld— suchasthe traumaof pandemidisease- is not
unwarrantedModerntraumatheoryconsiderpandemicsandepidemicscapableof
inducingmassivegrouptrauma,andthe Atheniansilenceonthetopic of plaguewith
regardg€o memorializatiorandevendramaticperformances behaviorcharacteristiof
collectivetrauma.

Meineckfurtherpresentanintriguing casefor understandinghe prevalentrole
of combattraumain Atheniantheatreln hiswork “Combat Traumaandthe Tragic
Stagef‘Restoratiofi by CulturalCatharsis,” MeineckconsidersAtheniantragic

performanceandtheir audiencesscomposedo a considerablextentof survivorsof

122 Tritle (2000)8, n. 16,159-60. Cf. Tritle (2014)88.

123 Seefor exampleanthropologisiAllan Young,who assertghattheideaof traumaticmemoryis
“man-made” andsomethingopriginatingin nineteentkcenturythought.Y oung(1995)5. Cf. Tritle
(2014).
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combattrauma.lnspiredby the AncientGreeks/Moderrivespublic programwhich uses
stagedreadingsrom epicandtragedyto fosterpublic discourseontheissues
surroundinghe homecomingof veteransMeinecksuggestshat Atheniantragedy
offereda form of performancebasedcollective“catharsis or “culturaltherapy by
providinga placewherethe traumaticexperience®f the spectatorsvereto someextent
reflectedby the maskeccharacterperformingbeforethem?24 Meineck’s approacto
Atheniantheatreis echoedoy PaulWoodruff, who postulateshateventodaytheatrecan
be healingfor victims of combatiraumaastheatrecanserveasaneffectivetool for
“releasing memory.” Becausehe ergagemenbf the audiencewith atraumatic
experiencenly lastsaslong asthe performancethis providesa limited engagemenwith
traumacontainedby the durationof the play andconcludedwith theplay’s resolutionof
conflict.}?> As Woodruff notes the “sanctifiedspace” of thetheatreprovidescomfortto
theaudienceasthe conflict depictedis clearlyremovedirom their own lives. This
sensatiorconveysa senseof safety,asthe actionsof the character®nstagedo not spill
into the lives of audiencanembersandthe audiencdtypically) doesnot engagen the
action26

As MeineckandWoodruff considertheatreasa deviceto facilitate “cultural
therapy” and‘“releasing memory” respectively] suggesthathistoriographicaliterature

canproduceasimilar effect. While Thucydides’ accountarticulatesa sourceof collective

124 Meineck(2012)7. Seearticlefor full argumentNotethatMeineck’s useof catharsiss
influencedstronglyby thework of JonatharShay(2002),andhe doesnotreferexplicitly to
catharsisasa functionof tragedyasdefinedby Aristotlein Poetics49b27.Nor is Aristotle’s use
of catharsisxploredin this thesisashe appliesthis term specificallyto tragic performancenot
literature.

125Woodruff(2014)293.

126\Woodruff(2014)293.
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trauma,he simultaneouslynemorializeghe eventandoffersreadershe opportunityto
engagewith theeventin a limited way. By articulatingthe eventandencouragindis
audiencdo empatheticallyengagewith it, Thucydides’ plagueepisodds a prime
exampleof a historiographicatext facilitating the procesof traumahealing.To better
understandhow a narrativemayserveto combatthe collectivetraumaof pestilencea

comparativeapproachs essential.

The Needfor Comparative Study

As mentionedpreviously,thelack of extantaccountdrom survivorsof the
Athenianplaguedetailingtheir own experiencesasled to aninterestin Thucydide$
accounftfor bothits historicalandliterary value.lt is dueto this lack of sourceghata
comparativeapproactthatexaminesnorerecentandbetterdocumenteghphenomends
bothfruitful andnecessarylhe Spanish~lu outbreakin 1918servesasausefu
comparisonjike the Athenianplague the Spanish~lu struckduringa majorwar, caused
masdfatalities (althoughit wasinternationallyfelt, unlike the Athenianplague),anddid
notreceivecollectivememorializatiorfollowing the event.Giventhatthe First World
War andthe pandemicoccurredwithin the sametimeframe,onemight expectthe
pandemido be viewedandcommemorateth the sameculturalcontext;yetthis is not
thecase While anabundancef literaturewasproducedollowing WWI which detals
theexperience®f war, the pandemialoesnot featureprominentlyin commemorative
works despitemoresoldiershavingdied from influenzathancombatinjuries 12’ This was

largelydueto theinability to politicize andassignmeaningto pestilenceWhile

127 Davis(2011)60-61.
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memorialsfor fallen soldierspromotenationalismandheroism pestilencestrikesmuch
morerandomlyandthenresistsheroicnarrativization Davis alsonotesthatthe patriotic
or politicizedcommemoratiomf servicemembersuggestshatsomedeathshavwe more
valuethanothers thereforgustifying selectiveremembrancé?® For example Historian
CarolByerly argueghatmedicalofficials in the US Army activelysoughtto diminish
documentatiomf thepandemic’s impactasit represented failure ratherthana
succes3d?® Without a collectivememoryto bind traumasurvivorsto oneanother their
traumabecomessolatedandindividualizeddespitethe sharedexperience°
Suchisolationin the absencef memorializationvasfelt by KatherineAnne
Porterin the aftermathof the Spanish~lu pandemicPorteronly beganwriting abouther
experiencevith Spanish~lu in 1932uponhermoveto Switzerland Davisargueghat
Porter’s delayin articulatingherexperiencesuggestshatshetried eitherconsciouslyor
uncorsciouslyto represshe memory3! Obviouslytherearedistinctdifferencesbetween
PorterandThucydides’ accountsnot leastof which the factthatPorterpresenta
fictionalizationof herown experiencesyhile Thucydidess consciouslyengagedn
providing anaccuratehistoricalaccountt®? Neverthelesst is a worthwhile comparison
asbothaccountsarticulatetraumaticexperience(s)in his assessmenDavisdrawsonthe

work of SusarBrisonwho stipulateghatanindividual’s senseof self mayberecovered

128 Davis(2011)61.

129 Byerly (2005)184.Cf. Davis(2011)65.

130 Byerly (2005)60.

131 Davis(2011)57. For Porter’s writing in SwitzerlandDavis citesGivner (1982)280.

132 For a programmaticstatemenbntheaccuracyof his work, seeThuc.1.22.1t is alsoworth
notingthatThucydides’ accountof the plagueis not purelydocumentariarasits rhetoricaland
literary qualitieshavebeennotedby scholarsTherefore jts comparisorwith the modernnovelis
notunfoundedSee“Literature Review.”
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throughthearticulationof therepressedraumaticexperienceWhile anindividual might
takepartin a catharticunburdeningo a sympathetichird party, this processs much
moreproblematicwhenexperiencedn amassscalel® It is for this reasorthatfor many
Americansin 1918,discussinghe pandemiavasnearlyimpossible'®* Davis arguegshat
therelativeabsencef the SpanishFlu from historiographicatliscoursecontributeso the
literaryimportanceof Pale Horse,Pale Rider, asit servego bridgethegapbetween
memoryandhistoryanddocuments personatecordof the eventwhile actingasan
“imaginative proxy” for thereader:“‘Imaginative proxy” refersto theability of thework
to simulatethe experienceof a historicalevent,butonly in a limited mannerDavis
suggestshatthis emotiveapproachmayin factbe the mosteffectivemeansy whichto
communicatesucha historicalevent*>

By assessind hucydides narrativealongsideanaccountfrom a survivor of the
SpanishFlu pandemicwe maybeginto understandhe absencef theplagueandits
effectsfrom Athenianliterature.Modernscholarshipn pestilenceandits traumatic
iImpactsuggestshatthe Atheniansilenceon this issuewasnot uncommonthough
neverthelesproblematicfor Atheniansocietyin the aftermathof the plague As Davis
suggestshatanemotiveapproachmaybe moreeffectivefor communicatingsucha
historicalevent,| maintainthat Thucydides’ detailedand— asl will show— emotive
accountserveda similar benefit. Both accountgebelagainsthe absencef articulation
to providea vivid imageof pestilenceandits devastationAs bothnarrativegrovide

readersvith anexpressiorof collectivememoryandculturaltrauma,sotoo arethe

133 Brison(1998).Cf. Davis(2011)61.
134 Collier (1974)304.Cf. Davis(2011)61.
135 Davis(2011)66.
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accountdimited, boundquite literally to their pagesLike the catharticnatureof
performanceslucidatecby MeineckandWoodruff1*¢ Thucydidesgiveshis audiencean
opportunityto engagen alimited way with collectivetraumaandto do sowith the
comfortthatthereadercanstepawayfrom this experienceatanytime. The plague
episodesimultaneouslynemorializeghe eventandallowsthereaderto havesome
degreeof controlovertheirengagemenvith it. Like Porter’s Pale Horse,Pale Rider,the
succes®f the plagueepisodeasbothanactof empathetiengagemerdard
memorializatiorlies in Thucydides’ useof vivid description;Thucydidesdoesnotshy

awayfrom the horrorsof the plague— heilluminatesthem.

136 Again, notethatneitherMeinecknor Woodruff addressAristotle’s useof catharsisalthough
Aristotle receivesa cursorymentionin Woodruff (2014 293.
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Chapter 2: Creating Empathy
Introduction

This chapterexamineghevivid description(évapyesia) employedin Thucydides’
plagueepisodeandthe emotionalresponsavhich Plutarchattributesto this techniquel
considera particularpassagérom Plutarch’s De Gloria in which hedescribesan
emotioral responseo readingThucydideswhichis alsocharacteristiof trauma,
suggestinghat Thucydidessoughtto imbuehis narrativewith emotionalrealism.While
Thucydidess oftenexaminedothin ancientsourcesandmodernscholarshigdor his
vividnessof descriptionthe connectiorbetweeravivid portrayalandits potential
benefitto survivorsof theeventdescribeds rarelymade.l contendthateventhough
Thucydidesdoesnot statethatthe impetusbehindthe plagueepisodeis to help
individualswork throughtheir trauma;his vividnessof descriptionwhich heattributed to
his desireto thoroughlydocumenteventsfor posteritycanencouragehe “working-
througl? processonethelesd. alsobriefly examinethe impactof intertextualityon this
procesdeforeshifting focusto theimportanceof narrativizationin traumarecovery.

| arguethatthe procesf narrativizationT hucydideds engagedvith
contextualizesocialtraumaasit “counteracts theisolation,silence fear,shamepr
‘unspeakablehorror’ of theevent!3’| draw ontheargumenbf traumahistorian
Dominick LaCaprato suggesthatThucydides’ plagueepisodevalidatedAthenian
experiencesf theplaguewhile promotingthe working-throughprocesghroughhis
engagingnhuancedacwount.| thenconsiderthe variety of perspectivedluminatedin the

plagueepisodeaswell asThucydides’ striking useof languageo emphasizéthenian

137Yoder (2005 53.
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suffering.l suggesthatthe avopia relatedby Thucydidess alsoconsistentvith the
breakdowrof sccial orderandexpectationshatcanoccurduringeventsof masstrauma,
furthervalidatinga traumabasedapproacho this episodeFinally, | identify a seriesof
dynamicsin Thucydides’ accountwhich areconsistentvith the traumaticeventsor
“stressors” identified by PsychotherapistarolynY oder,onceagainhighlighting
Thucydides’ attentionto a variedrepresentationf Atheniansuffering.l arguethatby
beingcognizantof moderndevelopmenti traumatheorywe canapproaciThucydides’
accounif the plaguewith anawarenessf the traumatizingnatureof pestilenceand
appreciatiorfor Thucydides’ ability to capturesomanyvariationsof the Athenian

experience.

An Overview of the PlagueEpisode

Thucydides’ vivid accountof the plaguebeginsin 2.47whenthe Peloponnesians
invadeAttica for thesecondime. Theywerepresenin Attica for only afew dayswhen
the plaguebrokeoutin Athens.Thucydidesstateghatthe Athenianplaguewasuniquein
its severityandits high mortality rate'38 He alsostresseshe ineffectivenes®f doctorsor
supplicationgo providerelief. He concludeshis introductionto the plaguewith the
sentimenthat,in theend,the Athenianswere“vanquished by the disease.”*39

Thucydideghenprovides the origins of the plague statingthatit first brokeoutin

Africa andlaterspreado the PersiarEmpireandeventuallyto Athens(2.48.12). Having

138 At leastaccordingto living memory.Thuc.2.471-3: ...00 pévtot 10600Tog ye Aotdg 008
@Bopa oiTmwg avBpodmmv ovdapod suvnuovedeto yevéabat. //...but surelysucha greatpestilence
or destructiorof life hasnotbeenrememberedo havehappenedn this way anywhere.
139Thuc.2.47.4:010 tod xoxod vikdpevol. For moreon this phraseseeChapter2, “Unsettling
theReader,” andChapter3, “Pestilence in Wartime.”



44

contractedhediseasénimself, Thucydidesvowsto give anaccurateaccountof the
plaguesothatit mayberecognizedn future,shouldit onedayreturn(2.48.3)
Thucydideggivesadetaileddescriptionof symptomsaswell asthe aftereffectsof the
diseaseHe paradoxicallydescribeshe plagueasbeingbeyonddescriptionandoffersas
proofthedisappearancef birds,andthereluctanceof quadrupedahnimalsto consume
theremainsof plaguevictims. If theydid touchthe corpsesthentheyperishedcaswell
(2.50)

Thecaregiverof theill thentakecentrestageasThucydidesdetailsthe
deterioratiorof socialtiesin Athens.Thucydidesstateshatthe diseaseargetedall alike
(2.51.3) andthatthosewho wereafflicted felt a deepdespondencwt therealizationthey
hadbeentakenill. Entire householdsveredepletedandmanywereafraidto visit one
anotherout of fear(2.51.45). Thosewho did visit oftenperishedandthosewho moved
into Athensfrom the countrysidefacedcrowdedconditionsanddiedin greatnumbers
(2.52.12).

Theincreasinglydire situationin Athensculminatel in the breakdowrof civil and
sacredaw in Athens,asthetempleswerefull of corpsesandfuneralritesweredisrupted
(2.52.4).In thefaceof certaindeath,Atheniansno longerfearedhumanor divine law,
andsoughtonly theirimmediatepleasurg2.53). Thucydidesalsoconsiderghe
recollectionof averse(2.54.13) which proclaimedthata Dorianwar would bring plague
with it (Aowyog), althoughheindicatesthattherewassomedisputeaboutwhetheror not
thetermwasmeantto indicateplague(Aowoc), or famine(Auéc). Finally, theplagueis
attributedto thewrathof Apollo dueto anoracularesponseeceivedby the Spartans

which proclaimedApollo’s aid shouldSpartago to war (2.54.45). Thucydidesconcludes
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by statingthattheravage of the plaguewere felt moststronglyat Athens(2.54.5).The
horrorsdescribedn Thucydides’ accountareall the moreimpactful for his useof vivid

description.

® 3 Y} oaddEthpathetic Unsettlement

Thucydidesvaswell knownin theancientworld for his useof évapyeio— i.e.,
vivid descriptionf reportedeventst“® The plagueepisodes anaptexampleof this
technigueasthe brief narrativeis highly descriptiveanddetailsthe variousactionsand
emotionsof Atheniancitizens.Thucydidesnviteshis readerto view the plagueasit
developsashis useof theimperfecttensethroughoutthe episodeconveysa senseof
unfoldingactionandrepeatedictionsin the past'4! Thereaderis invited to examinenot
only thephysicalstrainof theillnessontheindividual, butalsoits strainon societyand
socialrelationshipsThucydidesunequivocallystatesin the episodethatthe plague
draggedon for sometime, havingbrokenoutin 430/429BCE with aresurgencef the
diseasen 426 BCE.**? NeverthelessThucydidescondensesis descriptionof the plague
into onebrief sectionimbuedwith vivid descriptionfor maximumeffect, creatingan
intenselyemotionalexperiencdor thereader

Ancientliterary critics werewell awareof the effectsof évapyeia in
historiographyPlutarchlaudsThucydidedor his useof évapysio andthe emotional
responset elicits from his audience:

Kol T®V 16TOpIKAV KPATIGTOG O TNV dMynotv OoTeP Ypoeny tabect

Kol TPOoOTOLg EldmAomomacac. 6 yodv @ovkvdiong del 1@ Adyw
npdG VTNV QuIAAdTaL THY &vapyetay, olov Doty moujoor TOV

149deJonge(2017) 642.

141 Bruzzone(2018)594. The effectsof this techniquewill befurtherexploredthroughoutthis
chapter.

142Thuc.2.48.3.
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GKpPOOTV Kol TA YryvOueva TePL TOVG OpDOVTOG EKTANKTIKA Kol

TOPOKTIKO — 7dOn 10l dvaylyvdokovoly  évepydcocHot

MYveLOUEVOG. .. TN Olbécel Kol Tf) OOTVTMOGEL TV YIYVOUEVOV

YPAPIKTG Evapyeiog EoTiv.

The strongesbf the historiansis hewho, by a detaileddescription

of emotionsand charactersrendershis narrationlike a painting.

Assuredly Thucydidesalways strives for this vividnessin his

writing, sinceit is his ferventdesireto makethelisteneraspectator

andto producein thosereadingthe sameemotionsof amazement

and consternatiorwhich were experiencedy thosewho beheld

them...[Suchadescriptiof is characterizedby pictorial vividness

both in its arrangementand in its vivid descriptionof what is

happening.. [Plut., De Gloria, 347ac]
Accordingto Plutarch the strongeshtistorianis hewho offersto his audienceahe
opportunityto becomea spectatoffeotmc) of the eventsdescribedenabledoy the
évapyewa of theauthorto imaginethe eventsunfolding beforehim. Plutarchis notthe
first ancientauthorto treatreadingandvisualizationasanalogous-the notionthat
reader9or listenerscould be transformednto eyewitnesse$y meansof vivid
descriptionis anancientscholarlyreactiondatingbackat leastto Aristotle }43 Plutarch
stateghat Thucydidessoughtto instill in the listenerthe sameemotions(na6n) of
amazemenkrinktika) andconsternatiorfrapaxticd) 144 asthosewho beheldthe
eventsdescribedamazemenandconsternatiormreemotionsoften characteristiof a

traumaticevent,in whichtheindividualis overwhelmedy the severityof their situation

andtheirimmediateability to copeis impeded!*° Because¢heseemotionsare

143 Bruzzone(2018)581-582,n. 10. Bruzzoneattributesthe observatioregardingArist. Po.
1455a240: Webb(2009)19; Chaniotis(2013)59.

1441 SJalsooffers‘“astounding” asa possibletranslationfor ékminktuce: LSJ,s.V. “éxminirikd.”
LSJalsosuggestSdisturbing” asa possibletranslatiorfor tapaxtika, thoughl haveoptedto
keepwith Babbitt’s translationof “amazement” and*“consternation” respectively(501). It is also
worth notingthatékminktika stemsfrom theverb ékninooo, “to drive out of one'ssensedy a
suddershock” The perfectparticiple offersthe further meaningto be panicstruckor amazed,
especially by fear. LSJ,s.v. éknifooo.

145 Caruth(2016 11-12.
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characteristiof trauma,it appearshat Thucydidessoughtto imbuehis narrativewith
emotionalrealism.

Therearetwo distinctwaysin whichtheeffectof évapyewa illuminatedby
Plutarchmightimpactreaderdasedon their proximity to thetraumaThucydides
describesFor individualswho weredirectly affectedby the eventsdescribedaccountsof
traumaticexperiencesanhavea numberof positiveeffectsastheyencouragelialogue
not only amongsurvivorsbut canalsoshapeandpreservea collectivememoryof the
traumawhichin turn cancounteractheisolationcausedy the event4

Thesecondwvay in which évapyeio mightimpactreaderss by offering a limited
andimaginativeexperienceavith the eventsdescribedBy consideringPlutarchs praiseof
pictorial vividnessin Thucydideghroughthelensof traumatheory,we mayattributehis
visualexperiencdo alimitedengagementith theeventsdescribedywhereby without
havingbeenpartyto theinitial suffering,“the listenerto traumacomesto bea participant
andaco-ownerof thetraumaticevent.”4’ Thereademparticipatesn the traumathrough
imagination!*® It is noteworthythat Plutarchascribeghe emotionaleffect of Thucydides’
évapyela to boththelistener(tov dkpoatrv) and“those reading” (toig avoylyvdoKovoLy).
| suggesthatpublic recitationsof suchvivid passagesould havepotentiallybeeneven

moreimpactful for their experiencen the groupsetting*® The sharedexperiencesould

146 Yoder (2009 53.

147 FelmanandLaub(2013)57. Cf. Davis (2011)69.

148 Yaeger(2002 46. Davisalsocommentnimaginativeengagemenwith traumanarrativesn
Pale Horse,Pale Rider. Davisviewsthe novelasthe synthesif prosthetichistoricalmemory
andaesthetidictional memory.The historicalcontextgroundsthe novel in fact while the story
affectsthereadenmaginatively.He argueghatthis narrativeform canengagehereademore
profoundlythanhistoricalmemoryalone.SeeDavis (2011)69-70.

149 Although Thucydidesstateghat his narrativewasnot intendedasa “show-piecefor
immediatelistening” (f| dydvicpo é¢ 10 mapaypfjua dxodewv; Thuc.1.22.4),Hornblower(2004,
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havefacilitateddiscussiorandreflection,makingthe limited engagemerd shared
experiencé> While Thucydidess oftenexaminedothin ancientsourcesandmodern
scholarshipfor his vividnessof descriptionthe connectiorbetweera vivid portrayaland
its potentialbenefitto survivorsof the eventdescribeds rarelymade.

It mustbe notedthatwhile Thucydidesdoesnot declarethe intentbehindthe
plagueepisodeo be oneof memorializatiorfor the purposeof aiding survivors this
effectis still possiblegiven Thucydides’ purposeoutlinedin his programmatichapter

Kol €¢ pev akpodaoty icog 1o pn pobddeg avT®dv ATEPTESTEPOV
eaveitor: 6col 0& PovAncovial TV TE YEVOUEVOV TO GCOQES
OKOTEWV Kol TOV HEMOVTIOV mote avdic kotd 1O AvOpdmIVoV
TOVTOV Kol mopanAnciov €cecbotl, ®@EMpo Kpively ovTA
apkouvtmg €Eet. KTHNG t€ €¢ aiel pdAlov 1| dyoviopo €G TO
Tapoyprite dkovely EvyKettat.

And thatwhich is not myth-like in this may not seemto havethe
samegreatenjoymentto the earbut it is sufficient for me if all
thosewho shallwantto examinethetruth of whathappenedndof
what is aboutto happenagainin suchaway or a similar way at
somepoint,accordingo humanmature shouldconsidetthis useful.
It is composedasa possessiotfior all time ratherthanasa prize
piecefor immediatdistening [Thuc. 1.22.4]

Thucydidesexpressesat oncehis dedicationto pragmatichistoriographyandthe nature

of hiswork asa possessiofktijua) for all time. Sotoo doeshe claimto providean

26-28) arguespersuasivelyhatmanyepisodesn Thucydides” work seemcomposeds recitation
units. He citessymposiaandPanhellenidestivalssuchasthe Olympic gamesaspossiblevenues
for suchrecitation;cf. Hornblower(1997)31. The plagueepisodeseemgarticularlywell-suited
to publicrecitationdueto its brevity, vivid cortent,andits arrangemenasa closednarrative.
AlthoughHornblowerdoesnotlist the plagueepisoddn his discussiorof passagem Thucydides
thatlendthemselveso oralrecitation,thefindings of this thesissuggesthatthe episode’s literary
gualtieswould alsomakethe plagueepisodea likely candidatdor recitation.

150 For somepublic programsdesignedo helpvictims work throughtheir trauma,public
testimonyplaysa keyrole. Michael Nutkiewicz hassuggestedh his work on Holocaustsurvivor
testimonieghatoral testimonyis a “communal, didactic,andtherapeutic” practiceprecisely
becausef its public nature Nitkiewicz (2003)17. Cf. Schick(2011)1850.
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accurateaccountof the plaguefor posterity,shouldthe samesymptomsappeain
future 11 While Thucydidesdoesnot claimto write for the purposeof aiding survivorsto
movethroughtheir trauma,it cannotbedeniedthatreadinga vivid accountof a traumatic
eventcanindeedyield somebenefitto survivors®? Although Thucydidesattributeshis
vividnessof descriptionto his desireto thoroughlydocumenteventsfor posterity this
actionhasbroadernmplications.

It mustalsobe saidthatthe emotionalexperiencel hucydidescraftsin the plague
episodeis owedin partto intertextuality.Dueto theinterconnectedness historiography
andoratoryin theancientworld,'>3 historywassubjectto the saméliterary critique as
poetryandoratory>* At this time in ClassicalAntiquity, a successfulvork was nota
bold divergencdrom tradition, but a productof thattraditionwhich deployedits
conventionsn interestingandinnovativewaysaccordingto the style of its particular

authort®® Theresultwasawork which mayprofessto focuson a particularhistorical

151 Thuc.2.48.3:8ym 8¢ 0ldv e &ylyveto MEw, Koi a4’ GV &v TIC okomdv, &l oTe Kol 0voig
EmMmEcOoL, LOMOT AV €Yol TL TPOEW MG Ut AYVOELY, TaDTA INAMG® 0VTOG TE VOOTGOG KOl ADTOG
idwv dAlovg maoyovrag.// For my own part,| will deliverbutthe mannerof it andlay openonly
suchthingsfrom the studyof which a persorshouldbe bestableto identify [the disease]having
knowledgeof it beforehandif it shouldcomeagain,havingbeenbothsick of it myselfand
havingseenotherssick of the same.

152 aCapra(2014)41-42. Schick(2011)18501851.LaCaprasuggestshatanaccurate,
empathet historicalaccountcannot only posea barrierto closurein discourseébut canchallenge
unifying or spiritually uplifting accountsof traumaticeventswhich seekto providereassurancer
benefit.He citesashis examplethe“unearned confidenceaboutthe ability of the humanspirit to
endureanyadversitywith dignity andnobility.” (42) A nuancechistoricalaccountcanoffer to
thereaderthe opportunityfor empathetiaunsettlementywhich may helpto counteracteelingsof
helplessnesm theaftermathof a traumaticeventandpromoteworking-through.

153 SeeCic. deleg., 1.5: Potesautemtu profectosatisfacerein ea[historia], quippecumsit opus,
ut tibi quidemuideri solet,unumhoc oratoriummaxime.// Neverthelesgyouaresurelyableto
renderthis [history] satisfactorily sinceindeedthis genremaybe, asit is customaryto be
perceiveddy you, theclosestoneto oratory.

154 Marincola (1999 13.

155 Marincola(1999) 14. Seetext for a furtherdiscussiorof theancienthistoriansandwhatwas
widely considereceffectiveintertextuality.



50

eventbut achieveghis focusby employingliterary tropesandconventionsvhich engage
thereaderby demonstratinga commandof the largerliterary tradition. It is for this reasm
thatwhenwe examinethe plagueepisoden Thucydideswe mightrecallthedestructive
force of Apollo’s plaguein Book 1 of Homer’s lliad.*°®

WhenApollo spreadshe plagueamongthe Argive army, hedoessoby hurling
divine arrowsamongthe host>” Nor doesApollo spreadhediseasesenselesslyhut he
doessoout of angertowardsAgamemnonwho hadspurnedApollo’s priest,Chryses>®
Thucydidegpresentshe plaguein a clinical mannerremovedfrom thedivinity
associatedvith pestilence>® Nor doesThucydidesexplicitly attributethe plagueto a
prior incursionof miasmaasis the casein lliad andSophocles’ OedipusTyrannus!®°
InsteadT hucydidegportraysthe plagueasaforceall onits own; describingtheplague’s
initial outbreakin other placessuchasLemnos hepresentadiseasdghatspreadsand
even“conquers”®! of its own accord.This represents sharpdivergencérom the

Homerictraditionthatservego highlight the senselessnesd the plague’s destruction.

156 |_uschnat(1978)1203.Cf. Woodman(1988)30,n. 179.

15711, 1.4055.

15811, 1.9-60.

159 By which | meanthatthe plagueepisodes notintroducedasbeingdueto the wrathof Apollo.
Thucydidesdoesincludeatthe endof the plagueepisodethereportof anoracularresponsehe
Spartandadreceivedwhich promisedtheaid of Apollo (his nameimplied from context)should
theygoto war andfight with “all of their might.” (Thuc.2.54.4)However, Thucydidesseemgo
dismissthis oracleby precedingt with the statementhat“(for) people’s memoriegeflectedtheir
sufferings.” (Thuc.2.54.3:0i yap GvOpwmot tpog 6 Enacyov v pvnunv émotovvro.) Regarding
theguestionof whetheror not Thucydidegrustsoracles HornblowercitesMarinatos(1981)139,
that Thucydides‘is not questioningoracleshere,butis merelystatingthat peoplemakethemfit
their currentcircumstances.” Theirony of whichis notlostonHornblower.Cf. Hornblower
(1997)327.

180 Theabsencef miasmaasa startingpoint for Thucydides’ accountof the plaguewill be
returnedo laterin this chaptemunderthe heading‘Unsettling the Reader.”

181 Thisis areferenceao vikopevor in 2.47.4.For full discussiorseeChapter2, “Unsettling the
Reader,” andChapter3, “Pestilence in Wartime.”
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Without divine purpo® behindthedestructionncurred,the plaguebecomes beingof
senselesgiolence,andits physicalimpacton plaguevictims takescenterstagein the
narrative Ancientreadersvould almostcertainlyhaveapproachedhe plagueepisode
with Homer’s plagte in mind,'6? andthe painsThucydidestakesto conveythe
independenmovementndthe impactof the pestwithout prior referencdo thedivine
remindsthereaderthatthetexttheyareengagedvith is rootedin historiographyWhile
his accountmayechothe horrorsof plaguein Homer’s lliad,'%3 Thucydides’ plague
episodecontainsthe additionalhorror of recentexperienceThereaderis remindedof the
brutalreality of the Athenianplaguewhichis aboutto beillustratedby Thucydides
throughextensivescenef évapyeia.

Throughthe useof évéapyeio andanawarenessf intertextualityThucydides
offers his readeranintenseemotionalexperienceln thefollowing sectionl arguethatby
detailingthe chaosandthe emotionalstrainof the plagueat Athens, Thucydidesvalidates

Atheniansufferingandencouragegheworking-throughprocess.

Trauma Narratives andit Wo r kT imrgo u g h o

| proposethat Thucydides$ useof évapyeia (vividness)in this brief episodemay
havehelpedAthenianreaderdy enablingthemto work throughtheir trauma,whether
thiswaspersonalvicarious,or transgenerationalrauma.Theworking-throughprocess

Is the procesdy which victims of traumamovethroughtheir grief. Recallingthe

162 Seefor examplewoodmanwho argueshat Thucydidesencouragethe associatiorof his
plagle narrativewith Homer,dueto thelinguistic similarity betweerthe prophecythata Dorian
war will beaccompaniethy plagueandthewarningAchilles providesto Agamemnorin Book 1
of thelliad. Woodman(1988) 35.

163 For examplethereferencen Thucydicesto dogsandquadrupedsnayserveasa rhetorical
allusionto the mulesanddogsaffectedby the plaguein Homer.Seel.uschnat{1978)1203-12M4.
Woodman(1988)38, n. 221.
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definition of traumagivenby Caruth,traumadescribesanoverwhelmingexperienceof
sudderor catastrophieventsin whichtheresponseo the eventis oftendelayed.The
traumaticeventin questionis sooverwhelmingthatit “cannotbe fully knownandis
thereforenot availableto consciousnessntil it imposestself again,repeatedlyin the
nightmaresandrepetitiveactionsof the survivor.” 164 The narrativizationof eventsis a
form of creative expressionwhich s a key partof the procesof working-throughtrauma.
While unarticulatedraumacanoverwhelmthe individual, the opportunityprovidedby a
historicalaccounto makedistinctionsandarticulationscanhelp limit the experienceof
traumaandits aftereffects®® Schickidentifiesthereconstructiorof eventsandhistory

in a narrativeform asa key componenbf theworking-throughprocess®® For a survivor
of trauma,committingtheir experience(sho narrativecan“transform involuntary re-
experiencingof traumaticeventsinto memoryof the eventstherebyreestablishing
authorityovermemory.”'®” Oncetraumais committedto narrativeit canserveasa means
of recoveryfor bothauthorandreader;t allowsthewriter to recovertheir identity— i.e.,

to establishauthorityovertheir traumaticexperiencewhile alsoallowing readergo

164 Caruth(2016 11-12. Notethatthe feeling of beinghauntedor possesselly the pastandthe
compulsiverepetitionof traumaticsceness characteristiof actingout—a counterparto the
procesf working-throughtrauma.LaCapradescribeghe stateof actingout asa “melancholic
feedbacHoop” in which “tenses implode, it is asif onewerebacktherein the pastreliving the
traumaticscene.” Becausevorking-throughinvolves makingdistinctionsbetweerpastand
presentthe processof working-throughmayserveto counteractheforce of actingoutandthe
repetitioncompulsion.Thatbeingsaid,it is importantto remembethatthesetwo processeare
notin a pureoppositionwith oneanotherandthathealingis a nonlinearprocessLaCapra(2014)
21-22;148149.

165 aCapra(2014)22-23.

166 Schick(2011)1848.Schickalsoincludesthe expressiorof grief andcritical judgements
component®f working-through,andnotesthattheworking-throughprocesss nonlinearand
thattasksmayoverlapin practice.SeealsoLaCapra(2014)22.

167 Shay(1994 192.
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participatein thetraumaof othersempathetically:58 Engagementith traumanarratives
constitutesatwo-way relationshipwherebythe audiencéds engagedvith theauthor
while alsobeingengagedn a deepelevelwith his/herown experiencessthey
inevitablyseekto situatethemselvesn relationto the narrative.
Theempatheti@ngagemerf awork’s readershigantakemanyforms. Dueto
the overwhelning natureof trauma,survivorsoftenexperience reactivesilence
following the event,asthe personakxperiencdeelstoo harrowingto articulate
effectively.2®® The exposureof thetraumasurvivorto a narrativeof their experiencesan
helpfacilitate contemplatiorof the overalleventwithout requiringthe survivorto
articulatetheir own traumaticexperienceThis contemplatiorcanleadtheindividual to
delimit their grief andto view the eventthrougha largercontext— theyunderstandhat
thar traumastemsfrom a sharedevent,andthereforethattheyarenotisolatedin their
experienceTraumanarrativesanalsovalidatethetraumaticexperiencéy attestng to
its severity.As Caruthacknowledgedraumais oftencharacterizedy anoverwhelming
emotionalreactionto aneventwhich repeatedlymposesitself ontheindividual1’° A
vivid historiographicaéxaminatiorof a traumaticeventcannot only fosteracritical
examinatiorof the sourceof trauma butthework itself cantransformwhatthe
individual might considerto betoo overwhelmingto articulateinto a form thatcanbe

transmittedandsubsumednto collectivememory’t

188 Davis(2011)62.

169] aCapra(2014)42.

170 Caruth(2016)11-12.

171 aCapra(2014)40-42. Notethat LaCapradoesnot speakin termsof collectivememoryhere,
butratherhe notesthatthe empathetiainsettlementreatedy a nuancedistoriographical
accountcanposeasa “barrier to closurein discourse.” (41)
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Thucydides’ accountmaybethoughtof not only asa meango allow for
empathetiengagemenwith thetraumabutalsoasa literary monumento theevent.As
Mitchell-Boyaskstressesn his work, anycritical discussionmegardingthe Athenian
plaguewasabsentrom extantAtheniandiscourse— with the exceptionof Thucydides.
As statedpreviously,thereactivesilenceof acommunityfollowing a collectivetraumais
notuncommorbut canresultin theisolationof survivorsandcanpreventthe sourceof
thetraumafrom beingadequatelysubsumednto collectivememory.Thucydides’
accountf the plaguemaythereforebethoughtof asa steptowardsbridginga cleargap
in Atheniancollectivememory.Thesameis true of KatherineAnne Porter’s fictionalized
accountof herown experiencesvith the Spanish-lu asthetextis atonce
commemorativeandemotionallyevocative.

| arguethatthe procesof narrativizationthat Thucydidess engagedvith
contextualizesocialtraumaasit “counteracts theisolation,silence fear,shamepr
‘unspeakable horror’> of theevent!’? In Writing History, Writing Trauma trauma
historianDominick LaCapraidentifieshistoricalwriting asatool for processing
historicaltrauma.LaCaprastateghathistoricalwriting servesasan effectivetool for
comingto termswith historicaltrauma,andthata nuancedaccounicanactuallypromote
theworking-throughprocess.”® By counteractinghe dmopio. commonlyfelt by trauma
survivors,the narrativeencourages limited engagemenwith the sourceof trauma

incurredandthuspromoteswvorking-through.Theexposureof thereaderto the harsh

172Yoder (2009 53.
173 aCapra(2014)42. Cf. Schick(2011)1851.
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reality of the event(s)describecencouragea “practical ethicalresponse.”*’* For readers
all-too awareof the horrorsof theinitial traumaticexperiencehistoricalanalysis
providesthe opportunityfor contemplatiorandassessmenthucydides’ accountof the
plagueprovideshistoricalanalysisimbuedwith évapyeia andemotionalrealism
allowing his audiencdo engagewith his critical analysisandhaveanemotional
experiencesimultaneouslyBy encouragingnteractionwith the sourceof individual
trauma,the historical text cansimultaneouslyommemoratéhe eventandencouragéts
audienceo, asLaCaprastatesyemain“open to the challengeof utopianaspiration””>
ApproachingThucydides’ accountof the plaguein light of LaCapra’s theory, we may
takethe caseof braveindividualsmaintainingsocialrelationshipsilespitethe fear of
contagionasexampleof the utopianaspirationd.aCapradescribeshopeis maintained
in thefaceof destructiorbothbecaus®f valorousindividualsandbecaisethe plagueis
consideredinextremeeventbeyondthe scopeof normalcy.Theabsencef sucha “great
pestilenceor destructiorof life” 176 from living memoryallowsreadergo derivehope
from the knowledgethatthe suffering Thucydideslucidatesvasan extremelyrare
occurrenceandis thereforeunlikely to strike againwith suchvirulencel’” Thucydides
emphasizesufferingby castingthe plagueasanextremelydestructiveanduniqueevent

in Athenianhistory. In sodoing, Thucydidess ableto validatethe Athenianexperience

174 Schick(2011)1851.Theterm*“practical ethicalresponse” is a paraphrasef LaCapra(2014
42:“Such acomingto-terms...may empatheticallyexposeheselfto unsettlementf nota
secondaryrauma,which shouldnot be glorified or fixated uponbut addresseth a mannerthat
strivesto be cognitivelyandethicallyresponsibleswell asopento utopianaspiration.”

175 LaCapra(2014)42.

176 Thuc.2.47.23: ...00 pévtot 10600ToG Y& Aotdg o0& pOopd obBTmg AvOpOTMV 0VSAOD
guvnuoveveto yevéoba. //...butsurelysucha greatpestilenceor destructiorof life hasnotbeen
rememberetio havehappenedh this way anywhere.

177 Although Thucydidesoffers a detailedaccounto aidin therecognitionof the diseaseif it
shouldeverbreakoutagain.” Thuc.2.48.3:i mote koi ad0ig émumécot. ..
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andthe senseof anopio. which moderntraumatheorydeemsa commonresponsen the

wakeof atraumaticevent.

Unsettling the Reader
In this sectionl examinethe languageandmetaphoraisedby Thucydidesn the
plagueepisodeio communicatdo thereaderthe extremenatureof the plagueandthe
destructiont wreakeduponAthens.| beginby taking Thucydides’ claim thatthe
plague’s destructionwasfar beyondany otherin knownhistoryin conjunctionwith his
programmatichaptergThuc.1.1;23). Theimplicationsof the plagués arrivalalongside
thePeloponnesiaarmyareexaminedn tandemwith the stylistic observationsnadeby
Parwy. | thenconsidertheinfluenceof thetragedian®n Thucydidesandexamineselect
passage® suggesthat Thucydidedramesthe plagueepisoden suchamannerasto
unsettlethereaderandto impartuponhim the overwhelmingsenseof chaosand
destrucion thatcharacterizedhe pandemidtself. Finally, | examinethe avopia/Aowog
dichotomypresentedby PaulDemontto suggesthat Thucydides’ innovativeinversionof
this dichotomyeffectivelycommunicateshe stateof aropia stemmingfrom thecollapse
of socialinstitutionsandrituals— a statethatmodernpsychologydeemsconsistentvith
socialor collectivetrauma
Fromthe outsetof Thucydides’ accountof the PeloponnesiakVar, he proclaims

his interestin detailingeventsof tremendousmpact:

Oovkvdidng  ABnvoiog  Euvéypaye 1OV mWOAEHOV  TOV

[Tehomovvnoiov kol AOnvaiov, ®¢ Eroléuncav mTpog GAAAOLG,

ap&apevog evbug kabiotapévou Kai Edmicag péyav te Eoecbot Kot

(’)L&tokoyd)ronov~ TOV  TPOYEYEVNUEVOV,  TEKUOLPOUEVOS — OTL

AKpAlovTEG T OOV £G OTOV AUPOTEPOL TAPOCKELT T Tdon Kol

10 GAA0 EAANVIKOV 0pdV ELVIGTAUEVOV TTIPOG EKATEPOVS, TO UEV
€000¢, 1O 0¢ Kol dlavoovpEVOV. KIvnolg Yap adtn peyiotn on Toig
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HEvV e0pelv S1d xpovov TAfiDog ddvvata v, &k 88 Tekpnpiov OV &l
HokpdToToV oKomodvi pot motedoat EvpPaivel od peydio vopilm
vevéaBat obte KaTO TOVG TOAEPOVG 0VTE £G TO AL

Thucydides, the Athenian, wrote about the war of the
Peloponnesianand the Athenians,how they fought againstone
anotherhavingsetout from its immediateoutbreakexpectingha
it would be both a greatwar and mostworthy of relation of any
havingprecededt, taking asevidencethatbothsideswentinto it
beingat their prime with respectto any kind of preparationand
seeing the rest of Greece allying with either side, some
immediately,andothersstill deliberating For this wasthe greatest
upheavato havehappenedothto the Greeksandto somepartof
the barbarianssoto speak,for the majority of mankind For that
whichoccurredoeforeandin evenmoredistanttimesis impossible
to find with certaintyonaccounof theabundancef time [passed],
andfrom theevidencan which | happerto trust,havinglookedas
far backaspossiblel believethatnothinggreatcameabouteither
in war or in othermatters[Thuc.1.1]

TheinterestThucydidesconveysin great(ueydio) mattersis athemethatThucydides
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returnsto at severapointsin his narrative.Onecannothelpbutrecalltheabovepassage

whenThucydidesdescribeshe plaguein Book 1 as 1 ovy fikiota PAGyooa kai pépog Tt

eBsipaoa 1 Aoymdng vocog, “the extremelyharmfulandpestilentialdiseasevhich had

destroyechot a smallpart.”1’® The severityof the plagueandthe deathtoll it incurredis

againmentionedn 2.47to introducethe plagueepisode:

oD 8¢ BEpovg 0BV apyopévov TTehomovviolot Kai ot EHppoyot o
dv0 pépn domep kol 10 TpdTOV EcEPalov £g TV ATTIKV  1|YEITO
o0& Apyidapog 0 Zev&wdauov Aokedaipoviov Pootedc), kol
kaBelopevol €0novy TV Yiv. Kol dviov adtdv oO TOALAS TTw
nuépoc év T ATt} 1 vococ mpdtov fpEato yevésbarl Toig
AbBnvaiolg, Aeyopevov PEV Kol TPOTEPOV TOALOYOGE EYKATACKT WO
Kol epl Afjuvov kol év dAlolg ympiolg, ov HEVTOL TOGODTOG YE
Aoog ovde @bopd obTmG AVOPOTOYV 0VOANOD EUVIUOVEDETO
yevéaOat.

178 Thuc.1.23.3; Mitchell-Boyask(20089 43; Hornblower(1997)62-64.
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Rightatthebeginningof the summerthe Peloponnesiarsndtheir

alliesinvadedAttica with two-thirds of their forcesason the first

occasion (Archidamus the son of Zeuxidamus, king of the

Lacedaemoniantedthem), andtheyencampe@ndwereravaging

theland.With thembeingin Attica for only afew daysthedisease

begarno appeamamongstheAtheniansandit is saidto havestruck

many other placesearlier, and in particular Lemnosand other

districts,butsurelysuchagreatpestilenceor destructiorof life has

not beenrememberedo have happenedn this way anywhere.

[Thuc.2.47.23]
Thucydideshighlightsin theabovepassagéhat“such a greathoyog andlossof life is
notrememberedo havehappenednywhere.” Fromthe outsetof his accounthen,
Thucydidesstressesheremarkableandextremenatureof this event. The severityof the
plagueappeardo beanentirelyfitting subjectfor Thucydides’ narrative givenhis
expressedhterestin eventsof notablesuffering!’® andthe abovequotationappearso
harkenbackto Thucydides’ statemenbf intent.Indeed the plagueis alsoincludedin
Thucydides” summaryof the sufferingswhich convergediuringthe Peloponnesialvar
whetherasproductsof thewar itself or dueto naturalphenomena It is thusfitting that
Thucydidesntroducegheplaguenarrativeby taking thearrival of the pesttogethemwith
thearrival of the Peloponnesiars-asthe plaguewhich causedhe greatest‘destruction

of life” in living memory8! seemedh fitting matchfor what Thucydidesdeemedwvould

bea“both agreatwar andmostworthy of relation.”182

19 Thuc.1.23.This passagss fully discussedn Chapter3, “Thucydides’ Accountas
Memorialization.”

180Thyc.1.23.23. SeeChapter3, “Thucydides” AccountasMemorialization” for thefull
discussiorof this passageandtheimplicationsof Thucydides’ portrayalof the plagueasthe
greatespandemi@sanintegralpartof his accountof the PeloponnesiamWar, which he believed
to havebeenthe greatestonflict.

181 Thuc.2.47.3.

182Thuc 1.1:10v morepov. .. péyav te EoecBot kai AE10ALoyDTATOV. ..
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The juxtapositionof thearrival of the plaguewith thearrival of the
Peloponnesians Attica hastheadditionaleffectof presentinghe plagueasanenemyto
Athens—a connectiornwhich Thucydidesexploitsin the subsequergection:

obte yap iotpol fpkovv 10 mpdToV Begpamevovteg dyvoiq, GAL’

avtol pdMota €Bvnokov 66m Kol paAoTa Tpocfioay, obTe GAAN

avOpomeion téxvn obdepio: Oca T TPOG 1epoig ikétevoav M

pavteiolg koi Toig tolovTolg &YpHoavTo, TAVTO AVOQEAT TV,

TEAEVTOVTEG T€ ADTAV AméoTnoay VIO TOD KOKOD VIKMOUEVOL.

For neither were the doctors at first sufficient in their aid on

accounoftheirignorancd(i.e., of thedisease)puttheythemselves

perishedn very greatnumbershecauseheywenttherethe most,

nor wasany otherhumandevicesufficient: asmanysupplications

asthe Atheniand® madeat templesand consultationsof oracles

andsuchthingstheydid, all wereunprofitable,andin the endthey

abandonedthem having been vanquishedby the evil. [Thuc.

2.47.4]
Perhapghe strongesexampleof the connectionThucydidesdrawsbetweerwar and
pestilencas the conclusionof this passagevith vd 1o kakod vikduevol. For passive
forms of the verbvikdm, LSJcites“to be vanquished” asanappropriataranslation8
Furthermore the useof vrod with agenitiveof a nounpersonifieshatvery noun® The
implication hereis that Thucydidegersonifieghe virus asanenemyattackingAthensat
atime whenamilitary invasionwasalreadyunderway As Parrynotes the connection

betweerthearrival of the plagueandforeignadversariess furtheredby the useof

gmmintewy, Eonintewy, vikdv, and&uvaipelv throughoutThucydides’ accountto suggest

183 The subjectchangerom the doctorsto the Atheniansmoregenerallyis notindicatedin the
Greekbutthisis the effectgiven Thucydides’ transitionfrom the medicalto thereligious
attemptanadeto ward off the diseaseNotethatikétevcav is complexive effectivelysumming
upall theinstance®f supplicationMarchant(1937)187.

1841.SJ,s.v. “vikbm.”

185 Smyth(1920)#1698b N. 1.
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thatthe plagueattackedthe Atheniandlike a military assault®® The militaristic language
Thucydidesusesin the plagueepisodds alsoevidentin the 1.23list of sufferings,which
concludeswith &vvenébeto (combinedin attadking).'®” Thucydidesmakesit abundantly
clearthatthe sufferingsincurredduringthewar, of which the plaguewasthe most
destructivewere‘‘co-combatants” in thewar, andcombinecdto attackthe Athenians!88|
suggesthatThucydides descriptionof the plaguein militaristic languagehasthe effect
of unsetting thereaderHis commenthatsomeAtheniansinitially believedtheyhad
beenpoisonedy Peloponnesiansmperingwith the cisternsremindsthe audienceof the
climateof suspicionin Athensduring thewar.8 Throughhis useof military language
andhis earlydeploymenbf the Athenians’ initial suspicionthattheyhadbeenpoisoned
Thucydidesseamlesslyplendsthe anxietiesof military attackwith the onsetof the
diseasdo establisha climatein Athensthatwaspervadedy thefearof being
vanquishedvhetherby the Peloponnesian®r pestilence.

It is alsoworth noting the poetictermwith which Thucydidesxpressethe
plague’s outbreakThe verb éykatackijyai, translatechereas*struck,” is notto befound
in the extantworks of his contemporarynedicalauthors andmakesits first appearance
in extantproseliteraturein this passageAs Parrynotes becauséhetraditionalusageof
this verbimpliesthethunderboltof Zeus,its inclusionherelendspoeticresonancéo

Thucydides’ accounthighlightingthe intensityof the plagueandthe forcewith whichiit

186 parry(1969)116. For furtherdiscussiorof Thucydides’ useof militaristic languagen the
plagueepisodeandtherelationshipbetweermpestilenceandwarfare,seeChapter3, “Pestilence in
Wartime”

1871.SJ sv. “cuvemrionm,” n. 1.

188 Kallet (2013)373.

189Thuc.2.48.2.
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struck®® Parryfurther mentionsthat Thucydidesvasnot thefirst to applythis verbto
plaguedescrption. Formsof theverbarefoundin Aeschylusandlater Sophocleso
describethe occurrenceof plaguet®! By utilizing atermthatis uncommonlyusedin
proseandis traditionallyassociatedvith Attic tragedy,Thucydidessvokesthetragic
genreto signalto his readerthatthe harrowingeventsheis aboutto describeareworthy
of adramaticperformanceHis evocationof memoryin the following clausewith the
verbéuvnuoveveto hurriedlyfollows his allusionto tragedywith thereminderthatthe
narrativeherelatesis groundedn recenthistory.

Shifting focusfrom the languageausedby Thucydidesn 2.47.4, it is importantto
alsonotetheimplicationsof the situationdescribedThe severityof the diseasas
exemplifiedin this passagéy the abortiveattemptsof doctorsto ward off the plagueand
the highmortality rateamongthem,whichtogetherconvey the limit of humanability
(téxvn) in thefaceof pestilentialkcrisis. Fromthere, Thucydidedransitionsto the
Athenians’ appealgo divinity throughsupplicationsandthe consultationof oraclesin
this passageT hucydidesgrovidesa brief overviewof the plaguewhich beginswith the
initial helplessnessf doctorsandconcludeswith the Atheniansin the end(teievtdvTéc)
beingvanquishedy theplague’s magnitudeBy expressingheimpossibility of a human

solution, Thucydideshighlightssufferingwhile arousingpity for thosewhosesuffering

190 Parry(1969)114.Trachiniag 1087andPersians514. Parrycitesthefollowing linesfrom
SophoclesOedipusTyrannus év 6’6 mupeopog Beoc//oxiyag éhadvet, Loodg Exbiotog, TOA.
Thefire-hurling god//wentto the city, strikingthe city with the mosthateddisease(OT 27-8)
HornbloweralsocitesParry’s referenceto OedipusTyrannus but further notesthatwhile this
termis notincludedin extantworksfrom the Hippocraticcorpus,it is deployedn later medical
textsincluding AetiosandPseudeGalen.By thatpoint, however theseauthorsmayhavehad
Thucyddesin mind. Hornblower(1997)318.

191 Parry(1969)114.
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wasinevitable.Plutarchs praiseof Thucydidedor his ability to painta pictureof the
eventsdescribed®? maythusbe observedn this passagasThucydidesllustrates
throughexampleghefailure of traditioral institutionsto offer relief from the outsetof his
episodeHe makesit abundantlyclearfrom thebeginningthatthosesufferingtheravages
of theplaguewereabandonedo their misfortunedueto the insufficiencyof humanaid
andreligiousinstitutions. Thereadercando little morethantakepity ontheplague
victims for the sufferingthis passagéorebodes.
Thucydidescontinueswith a descriptionof the plagués origin andsymptoms

10 pev yap £1og, OC OUOAOYEITO, 8K MAVI®MV HOAOTA 01 €KEIVO

dvooov &g tag GAlag dcbBeveiog €tvyyovev Ov- el 8¢ TG Kol

TPOoOKAUVE Tl, € TODTO TAvta Amekpifn. tovg 6 GAAovg am’

0VOEULAG TPOPAGEWS, AAL™ €Eaipvnc Vylelg dvtog mpdTOV HEV THG

KePaAfG Oéppor ioyvpoai kol T@V OEOaAUGY Epvbnuata Kol

PAOYOO1G EAGUPavE. ..

Fortheyear,aswascommonlyagreedhappenedo beparticularly

free from all illness and other afflictions: but if someonewas

previouslyafflicted by somethingall [illnesseskendedn thisalone

[i.e., the plague].Othersfor no apparenreasondespitebeingin

good healthwere suddenlyseizedwith violent heatsin the head

andwith rednessand inflammationof the eyes... [Thuc. 2.49.%

2.]
Thucydideghusintroduceshis lengthydescriptionof symptomswith the above
statemenbntherandomnessf the affliction. This apparentandomness athemelaced
throughoutThucydides’ accountandis indeeda toposof plaguenarrativesn literature
thereafteft? Unlike the PeloponnesiaiVar in which the Athenianswereactivelyand

willingly engagedthe plaguestruckindividualsfor noapparenteasofi (drn’ o0dgpdg

npodaceng).t%

192 p|yt. De Gloria, 347ac. Seep. 46-47.
193 Rusten(1990)20.
194Thuc.2.49.2.
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Thesenselesdestructiorof the plagueis all the morepoignantgiventhat
Thucydides transitionsinto the plagueepisodefrom Pericles’ FuneralOrationfor those
recentlyfallenin battle% During his speechPericlespresentsinimageof anidealized
Atheniancharactethatis markedby the Athenians’ respecfor law andcustom(2.37.3)
their conductof regularsacrifices(2.38.1) their self-sufficiency(2.41.1),andtheir shared
beliefin asenseof decency2.43.1)andhonor(2.44.4).He alsomentionsAthensasa
centerof importedgoodsfrom abroad(2.38.2)!° Usingthesekey elementsof Pericles’
speechWoodmareffectivelyshowsthe dramaticreversalrneputéteia) Thucydides
createsusingthe plagueepisodet®” For onething, the plaguewasimportedfrom abroad
(2.47.3) aswerethegoodsPericlesboastsof in his speechThereverencdor law and
customis soonabandonedvhenthetemplesbecomefilled with thedeadanddying
(2.52.3) andno individualwasselfsufficientagainsthe pest(2.51.3. Thucydidesalso
stateghatduringthe plaguemenbecamendifferentto written law andthe fear of the
gods,abandoningll senseof decency(2.523.). Nor werethe menanylongerconcerned
with honourbut valuedwhateverofferedthemimmediatesatisfaction(2.53.3).Dueto the

extremereversalrom theidealizedAtheniancharactearticulatedoy Periclesto the utter

195 Thejuxtapositionof thesetwo episodesaslong beena subjectof scholarlyinterest. Gomme
(1956)161.Pericles’ speecthasbeenlabeledby Hornblowera praiseof the Athenian“way of
life.” Hornblower(1997)298.Hornblowerfurther citesMacleod’s obsevationthe“glorious
ideals” of Pericles’ speechareset“against the gloomierreality,” in partbecausehespeech
anticipateghe plaguedescriptionMacleod,149ff., cf. Hornblower(1997)299.Bellemoreand
Plantalsodiscusghereversabf the piety laudedby Periclesandsuggesthat Thucydideshad
thematicconcernsn mind with his formulationof the plaguesummary BellemoreandPlant
(1994)390.Forthe comparisorthis juxtapositionbringsbetweeranomiaandpoliteia, see
Nielsen(1996)401.For theselfsufficiencydiscussedby Pericleg2.41.1)andthefailure of it to
ward off the plague(2.51.3),seeMacleod(1983)149- 153, cf. Bosworth(2000)1.

19 Thesepassageareofferedby Woodmarto highlight the collapseof this idealizedAthenian
charater duringthe subsequenplagueepisodeWoodman(1988)33-35.

197 Woodman(1988)33-35.
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moralerosionin the plagueepisode Woodmanrargueghat Thucydidesvasableto
magnifyboththe blessingsarticulatedby Periclesandthe sufferingof the Athenians
incurredduringthe plaguein adramaic reversareminiscenbf tragedy°® While
Pericles’ speecremphasizetheidealizedarticulationof Atheniancharactertheplague
permeatedthensandeventuallyled to the breakdowrof socialorderin the city.1%®
ThesocialbreakdownThucydidesdepictsin the plagueepisodes accompanied
by a growing senseof dmopia. In his vivid descriptionof symptomsThucydidescaptures
the Atheniansenseof aropia throughescalatingconsequencesie beginswith the
internalsufferingof theindividual, transitionsto the externaldisfigurationof victims, and
atlast,addressesommunakuffering.While he claimsthatvictims enduredntense
fever, heclaimsin the samesentenceéhatmanywishedto throw themselvesnto cold
water2°° Many threwthenselvesinto wells whenleft unattendedalthoughThucydides
claimsthatthe quantityof waterconsumedadno effecton their condition?°! For those
who survived,he claimstheyweremarkedby the diseasénavingreachedheir
extremities andmanyemergechaving lost the useof limbs, eyesightandeven

memory?°? His descriptiorbeginsinternallywith feverandtravelsoutwards The

198 \Woodman(1988)35. Woodmarnfurther citesParry’s studyof the languageusedin the plague
episodewhich Parrydemonstrates drawn(at leastpartly) from tragic podry to sustain
Thucydides’ analogywith drama.Parry(1969)106-118.Cf. Woodman(1988)35, n. 205.
199Woodman’s observation®f the deliberatguxtapositionsbetweerPericles’ speectandthe
plagueepisodeareconvincing,yettheydo not haveto be purerhetoricalinventions,asWoodman
suggestsluxtapositiorbetweerthetwo episodeshouldnot betakenasanindicationthat
Thucydidessimply fabricateddetailsof the plagueepisode SeeGomme(1956)161
200Thuc.2.49.5.

201Thuc.2.49.5.Thesimultaneoushirst for waterandtheinability of waterto quenchsaidthirst
emphasizethe helplessnessf plaguevictims andthe apparensenselessnesd the disease.
BellemoreandPlanthypothesizeéhatwhile we havenoreasorto doubtthe fundamental
symptomsof Thucydides’ plague somewerelikely exaggeratedr even(in somecases)
fabricatedfor literary effect. For furtheranalysisof the contrastandcontradictionsn the plague
episodeseeBellemoreandPlant(1994).

202Thuc.2.49.78.
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desperatiomf the victims for waterled to desperatattemptdo satisfythirst,and
endurancéed only to moreseveresymptomsBY the endof this sectionthediseaséas
movedfrom the headdownto the extremitiesandhasleft theindividual permanently
disfiguredin somecapacity,leavingavisible manifestatiorof its destructionThe
referencdo unsupervisedhdividualsresufacesin 2.51,asthe havocwreakedonthe
individual attackscommunalstructureaswell. Thucydideghusbeginswith the
individual (2.49)andtransitionsto the communal2.51)

The psychologicatoll which Thucydideselucidatesn his accountis not limited
to thosewho hadcontractedhediseaseThucydidesalsotakespainsto presenthe
experiencesf individualsandgroupsbeforeshifting focusin orderto detailthelarge
scaledestructiorof householdsindsocialties. The escalatingensionconcludeswith a
stateof avouia, asAtheniancustomsaresurrenderedor the sakeof necessity*3

Theinterconnectedness dvopio andilowwédc Thucydidesemphasizess partof a
longstandingraditionin Greekthought.Scholarshavenotedthatthe Greeksattributed
variousillnessego daemonioor divine origins 2% As Demontacknowledgeghelliad,
Hesiod,HerodotusandSophocles’ OedipusTyrannusall attributepestilential
devastatiorto humanresponsibility,andthe diseasesre“often understoodn termsof

divine retributionfor offensesagainsteithergodsor men.”?% |n otherwords, dvopio

203Thuc.2.523-4:...onepPralopévon yap tod kakod oi &vOpmmor, odk Exovieg 8Tt yévmvia, &g
dympiav Etpdmovto kai iepdv kol Ocimv dpoing. vopor te mavieg Evvetapdydnooy oic &xpdvto
npoTEPOV TEPL TAG TAPAC, EDantov & m¢ Ekaotog éduvaro. //...for because¢he peoplewere
brutalizedby their suffering,with noway out, theyconsideredn contempthe sacrecandprofane
alike. All customswerethrowninto confusionwhich they previouslyobservedegardingourial,
andtheywereburiedaseachcouldmanage..

204 parker(2001)237.

205 Demont(2013)74. SeealsoParker(2001),specifically“Purifying the City” and*“Divine
VengeancandDisease.”
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leadsto Lodc.2%¢ In somecaseghis pollution arisesfrom breakingthe laws and
standard®f humanbehaviorandthis miasmais thenpassedrom oneindividual to
anotherthroughcontagion However, Thucydidegesistsattributingthe diseaseo the
traditionalreligiousexplanatiorof Aoydg. The plaguedoesnot arisedueto davopio but
leadsto it asnecessitycausegraditionalburial customgo be neglectedThucydideghus
invertstherelationshipbetweenvopio andlopdc in Greekliterary tradition2° |
suggesthatthis inversionfurthercontributego the overwhelmingandunknowalte sense
of thediseaseahat Thucydideshascultivatedthroughouthe plagueepisode Recalling
theabortiveattemptsof doctorsto prescribeaid dueto theirignoranceayvoiq) of the
disease® Thucydides’ innovationof invertingthetraditionalunderstading of pestilence
asdivineretributionfor avouia contributego his characterizatioof the plagueasanact
of randomdevastationWhile Thucydides’ audiencevould almostcertainlyhavebeen
awareof theliterary tradition of dvopia leadingto Aowdg, his inversionplaysonthe
expectatiorof his audiencean orderto presenia devastatinggventin whichtraditional
interpretationis insufficient. Keepingin mind Thucydides’ statementhat‘because the
plagués form wasbeyonddescriptionnot only in otherrespectslid it visit individuals
with a severitybeyondhumancapacity,”?%?it is temptingto concludethatsotoo did the
eventevadethe humancapacityto understan@ndinterpretthe eventthroughtraditional

means.

206 Demont(2013) 74. Aowdg is alsothefocusof atraditionof disastemarrativesn Greekand
NearEasterriterature.For a discussiorof this tradition, seeChapter3, “Thucydides’ Accountas
Memorialization”

20" Demont(2013)74-75.

208 Thuc.2.47.34.

209Thuc.2.50.1:yevopevov yap Kpeicoov Adyov 1o 100¢ THc VOGO T Te AAA YOAETOTEPMC Ty
KT TNV AvOpemEioy QUG TPOGETITTEY. ..
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Theavopia relatedby Thucydidess alsoconsistentvith the breakdowrof social
orderandexpectationgshatcanoccurduringeventsof masstrauma.The Athenian$
abandonmentf burial ritesandtheir disregardor the sacredn thewakeof pestilential
devastatiorconstitutedarejectian of socialcustomsandinstitutionsthroughwhich they
would ordinarily havesoughtrelief. Becausehe collapseof socialorderaffectsmore
thanselectmemberof asocialcommunity,it challengeghe validity andstability of the
socialorderitself. Asthesocialfabricis disrupted sotoois the predictabilityof everyday
life compromisedandfeelingsof hopelessnesapathy fear,anddisorientatiorpervade
thecommunity?'° In suchsituationstraumais consideredin“adequate or natural”
responseo the collapseof socialorderandcanoccurimmediatelyafterthe experiencef
thetraumaticevent?!! As previouslydiscussedthemesof hopelessnesandéamopio
figure prominentlyin Thucydides’ accountof the plagueandareusedto characterizehe
suffeling of the Athenians Thucydidegoresentanatmospheref senselesdevastation
againstwhich thetraditionalsocialinstitutionsprovedinsufficientandwereultimately
rejected.Theavopia describedappeardo havehada lastingeffect,asThucydides
impliesthatthe stateof licentiousnessontinuedafterthe plaguehadsubsided!? Thus
Thucydides’ innovativeinversionof the avopia/Aoydg dichotomyeffectively
communicateshe stateof aropio sStemmingfrom the collapseof socialinstitutionsand
rituals— a statethatmodernpsychologydeemsconsistentvith socialor collective

trauma.

210 Giesen(2001)14473.

211 Giesen(2001)14473.

212Thuc.2.53.1:mpd1tov t€ Npée Kod 8¢ TaA0 Tf) TOLEL €Ml mAéov dvopiag T voonuoa. // And the
greatlicentioussnessyhich alsoin otherkindswasusedin thecity, begamatfirst from this
disease.
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Two Casesof” 3 ¥} o Us U
In this sectionl considethow Thucydidessvokesévapyeia in section2.51and
2.52 Thesesectionsaddresghefailure to effectivelytreatthe diseasethe despondency
of its victims, andthe gradualbreakdowrof Atheniansocialnormsandinstitutions |
furtherdivide thesesectiongo dealwith eachthemein turn,andl examin€Thucydides’
literary techniqueshroughthe lensof traumatheoryto considemwhatthe vivid portrayal
of thesesectionamight havemeantfor traumasurvivors.
As the plaguecontinuego pervadendividualandcommunalexperiences,

Thucydidegeturnsto thethemeof indiscriminatefortune:

...kol GAAO mopeAdmEL KOT EKEIVOV TOV YpOVOV 00dEV TV

elwBOTV- 0 0¢ Kai yévolto, &g ToDTo &terevta. E0vnoKkov d¢ ol uev

apeieiq, ol 8¢ kol Tavy Oepamevdpevorl. v te 00dE Ev kKatéotn oo

G EIMETV OTL PNV TPOGPEPOVTAG MPEAETV: TO YAP T® ELVEVEYKOV

dALov todto EPAamtev. cOWUA TE ADTAPKES OV OVLOEV JEPAVT TTPOG

avTo ioyvoc méPL 1 acbeveiog, AAAL mavTa Euvpel Kol T0 TAoN

oaitn Bepamevopeva.

...And at that time no man was troubled with any other of the

typical ailments;andthosewhich did occurendedn this[i.e., with

the plague]. They died, somein neglect,and othersdespitebeing

thoroughly caredfor. No single remedyestablishedtself, so to

speakby the applicationof which they could bring relief: for tha

which brought relief to one hindered another. No physical

constitutionwassufficientin itself to seeit through;regardles®of

whethertheywerestrongor weak,anddespiteall regimenof care,

[the plague]seizedall [alike]. [Thuc.2.51.23]
Here, Thucydidesemphasizethe completeandtotal permeatiorof the plaguein
Atheniansocietyby reassertingts dominanceoverall otherformsof iliness.Usingthe

particlete, Thucydidescreatesa parallelsequencef thought,asthe victims died 1)

whethertreatedor not; 2) whethertheytook onedrugor another3) whetherphysically
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strongor weak(g0vnokov 8¢ ... &v te... odud t€).213 Throughthis parallelconstruction
Thucydidess ableto emphasizéhe variety of casesandapproacheso theillnesswhich
exigedsimultaneoushandwhich all resultedin the samegrim fate. Thucydidesusesa
slew of verbsin the imperfecttenseto illustratethe ongoingnatureof the deathsof

plaguevictims (£¢6vnoxov ) andthe variedeffectsof remedieg&uveveykov, Eprantev).

Theimperfecttensestresseshe ongoingnatureof theseeventsand Thucydidesallows
his readerto view the plagueatwork in Athens.

Furthermorethe phrasé‘some diedin neglectandsome[died] despitebeing
thoroughlycaredfor,”?'4 present@ninterestingdisruptionin a developingverb patternin
this episodeHere,the verbexpressingleathoccursat the beginningof a sentenceand
concludeswith the participialverbexpressindgreatmentAs Parrypointsoutin his
analysisof Thucydides’ languagéan the plagueepisodeyerbsreferringto the victims of
thediseasanostoftenappeamt the endof sentences!® Like thediseasemanyof
Thucydides’ clausesndwith a verbdenotingdeath,despair or agenerakenseof being
overwhelmediIn this particularinstance Thucydides’ deviationfrom anongoingverb
patternaddressedeath(£6vnokov) prior to thementionof treatmentrdvo
Oepamevopevor). This disruptioncoincideswith Thucydides’ subseqantcommenton the

despairheattributesto victims whentheyrealizedthatthey hadcontractedhe plague

213 Rusten(1990)187.For the constructionThuc.2.51.2.

214Thuc.2.51.1 &0vnoxov 8¢ oi pév dueleiq, ol 8¢ koi mévo Ogpamevdpevor.

215 Parry(1969)115. Parrycitesthe following verbswhich appeamtthe endof sentenceas
examplesvikouevorl, ndoyovtag, Evveyduevor, diepbeipovto, Bepamsvouevorl, EBvnokov,
vikodpevol, dtapdapiival, Evamodvnokoviov, dwagbapnoetol. Notethatvikduevol appearswice
in Parry’s list asThucyddesdeploysit in 2.47.4and2.51.5.
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dewotatov 8¢ mavtog v Tod kakod § te dbvpic omdTe TIC oicotto

Kauvev (mpog yap 10 avéAmoTov €00VG Tpomduevol Tfj yvoun

TOM®D UAALOV TTPOIEVTO GPAS 0DTOVG Kol OVK AvTelyov), Kai Ot

£tepog A’ £tépov Bepameiog Avampumidpevol domep To TpoOPata

g€0vnokov- kai Tov TAEloTov POOpOV TODTO Evemoist.

But the worst aspectof the entire evil was the despondency

wheneversomeoneaealizedthey were afflicted (for immediately

turning their minds to hopelessnesthey surrenderedhemselves

much soonerand did not resist),and sincethey becameinfected

eachfrom his caring for anotherthey died like sheep:and this

causedhegreatestuin. [Thuc.2.51.4
Using onote...aicOotto here, Thucydidesnvites his readerto observehe momentof
realizationthatonehasbeentakenill, andhe presentshe subsequerttopelessness
(dvédmotov) asthedirectresultof this realization Onceagain, Thucydidesalsodedoys
aseriesof verbsin theimperfecttenseto conveya senseof unfoldingandfrequent
action?®1t is worth noting thatthis verbaltechniqueis knownfrom otherliterary sources
which engagewith the visualartsusedto aid in thecreationof a “visual” experiencen
literature?!’ Thucydidesuseshis techniqueto freezetime at the momentof realization
beforetransitioningto theresultinghopelessness

This hopelessnesseemdo compoundThucydide$ earlierstatemenin 2.51that

noremedy“established itself” thatcould bring relief throughits application?*® It may
alsoharkenbackto his earlier claimthatno humandevice(avOpwneia téxvn obdepio)

could offer relief.?1% Anopia is onceagainthe themeof descriptionasthe plaguemakes

no distinctionbetweerstrongor weakconstitutions.This aropia is articulatedthroughout

218 [Tpotevto, dvteiyov, E0vnokov, évenoiel.

217 StansburyO’Donnell (1995 322-323, observeshis tendencyin Homer’s ekphrasiof the
Shieldof Achilles. Cf. Bruzzong(2018)594.Bruzzonehighlights Thucydides’ useof this
techniquen his accountof thebattlein the GreatHarbourduringthe Sicilian Expedition.
218Thuc.2.51.2:&v e 0088 &v Katéotn lopa. .. 8T XPRV TPOCPEPOVTAS DPEAETV. ..
219Thuc.2.47.4.
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therestof section2.51 usingwordslike abvpia (despondencyandavéimiotog
(unexpected)Rustenin his commentarygoessofar asto advocatée‘depression” asan
appropriateranslationfor ¢0vpia,??° while the LSJlists wantof heart,faintheartedness,
anddespondencgspossibletranslations?* Meanwhilerpoinut (to surrender)n the
middle voiceis usedto indicatea surrendeto thediseasen similar languageo military
action??? The overwhelmingnatureof the victims’ despondencis something
Thucydidegeturnsto severatimesthroughouthe episode andheexplicitly refersto
&dvpuio astheworstaspecof thewhole diseaseé?? In his commentaryGommeinterprets
this assertioraspartof Thucydides’ largerdesciption of symptomsandidentifies
advuia asthe mostfatal symptomof the disease&?* If Gommeis correctin taking
Thucydides” emphasin despondencgsa symptomof the diseaseatherthana
collateralresult,thenit become<learthat Thucydidesviewed psychologicabkufferingas
aninherentquality of theillness This mayhavebeendueat leastin partto Thucydides’
own experiencef theillness.Whateverhis motivationfor this approachThucydides’
repeatedmphasion the psychologicahrenafor suffering makestheemotionalimpact
of thediseasanintegralpartof its experience.

Thebalancestruckin 2.51.4betweertheindividualrealizingtheir fateandthe
reactionof the communityto their plight allowsthe audiencdo examinethis situation

from the perspectiveof theindividual andthe communityandto empathizewith both.1

220 Rusten(1990)188. Rustenoffersno explanatiorfor his renderingof a6vuioa asdepression.
2211 SJ,s.v.“40opio, 1 (80vpog).” Forthe sakeof distancingThucydides’ accounfrom modern
associationsf depressiomvith clinical phenomenal, havekeptthe LSJtranslationof
“despondency.”

222Thuc.2.51.4.

228Thuc.2.51.4:5ewvétatov 8¢ mavtog fv Tod koxod ] te ddvpia 6mote TI¢ 0{6001TO KAUVOVY.

224 Gomme(1956 157. Gommetakes2.51.4in conjunctionwith 2.51.23, which attributesdeath
to plaguevictims regardles®f their physicalconstiution.
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asserthathereThucydideggivesvoiceto atraumaticexperiencdelt by the sickandtheir
kin alike whichin itself canencouragehe working-throughprocessTraumatized
individualsandthosewho empathizevith themarelikely to resistworking-throughdue
to a “fidelity to trauma.” Thelogic behindthis resistancdies in the beliefthatan
allegianceo sufferingconstitutesanallegianceto thosewho weresubsumedy it— the
dead.Thisresponseesistsanyform of conceptuabr narrativeclosure asthesurvival
andsubsequenteturnto daily activitiesis tantamounto betrayal?® By engagingwith
theexperience®f theill andtheir caretakersn the plagueepisode Thucydidesallows
bothgroupsto engagewith their traumaticexperience(sin alimited way, andto
critically examinehow individualsandgroupscopedwith the pestilencewithin the larger
contextof thesocialandmoraldecayin Athens.

A critical examinatiorof the eventin questionhelpsto providea clearlens
throughwhichto view traumaticeventsnot by presentinganunproblematic@ccountor
onethatis devoidof emotion,butthroughthe opportunityto makedistinctionsand
developarticulationsthatcanfunction aslimits to theexperienceof traumaandits
aftereffects??® Articulation of the eventcanhelpto breakthe cyclical natureof the post
traumaticexperiencdy demandingnteractionwith the sourceof thetrauma;in his
articulationof events,Thucyddesilluminatesnot only the perspectivef the sick, but
alsotheir relations,community,andsocialstructuresat large. Thucydidescontinuesn

2.51by addressinghe impactof the plagueon households:

225 | aCapra(2014)22-23.
226 aCapra(2014)22.
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For if they were unwilling to visit one anotherout of fear, they
perishedn solitude and manyhouseholdsvere depletedwithout
anyoneto care for them [i.e., the sick]: if they visited, they
perishedandmostof all, thosewho laid claimto virtue: for out of
a senseof shamethey were unsparingof themselvesn visiting
theirfriends,whenin theendthefamily membersverewearyeven
of makinglamentationsof the dying, having beenvanquishedy
the great scale of the disaster. Neverthelessthose who had
survivedit pitied thosedying andin painstill moresincethey had
prior experenceof it andwere now confidentfor themselvestor
it did not take hold of the samepersontwice, at leastnot fatally.
And theywerecongratulatedby others,andin theirimmediateoy
they themselvedhad for the future somefoolish hopethat they
would neverdie from anyotherdiseaseither.[Thuc.2.51.56]
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CharacteristicallyThucydidesconveysa senseof unfoldingactionthroughhis useof the

imperfecttense??’ As Thucydidescontinuego transitionin his accountfrom individual

experienceso the communakesponseo pestilenceheilluminatesa variety of

experience®f theplaguewhich, aspreviouslydiscussedgonstitutetraumaticeventsor

stressor&nownfrom similar caseslsewhereBy capturinga variety of experiences

Thucydidesallows his audienceao engageothwith thetextandwith their own memory

227 gdAAovto, Stepdeipovto, Neeidovy, éEékapvov, drrtilovto, Emeddpfavev, duaxapilovto,

Elyov.
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of the plague whetherexperiencedirsthandor throughinheritednarrativesHe unites
this variety of perspectivesvith the prevailingsenseof chaosandanopio.

By this pointin thetext Thucydideshasgivenvoiceto theafflicted, thereaction
of thosearoundthem,andthe survivors.The sufferingcontinuesthen,evenfor those
whorecoveredRecallingPlutarchs praiseof Thucydidesor emotionalvividness?28 this
passageloesindeedinvite thereaderto considerthe emotionalstateof various
individualspresenin Athensduringtheplague.ln contrasto thedespondencfvpia)
felt by thosewho hadcontractedhe diseasé?® in this passagd hucydidespresets the
joy (mepryapel) felt by thosewho hadrecoveredaswell astheir uniquecapacityto
empathizewith thedying. Thucydideshereconveysto his audiencehelingering
emotionaleffectsof the plaguein its aftermathFromthe abvpio addresseth 2.51,
Thucydideshasshowcasedhe emotionalstagesof thediseaseThe overwhelmingsense
of abvpuia felt by thevictims soonspreado their family membersastheybecameé‘weary
evenof makinglamentation®of the dying,”?%° andthosewho survivedwereableto look
to thedying in pity andfelt joy attheir ownsurvival. Nor doesThucydidessimply
presenjoy astheresultof a healthyprognosisasthesurvivors’ foolish optimism
(é\midoc...koveng) is figuredashubristic. The variety of emotionalcontentcondensed
into sobrief asectionrecallstheskill praisedby ancientcritiquesof Thucydides’ pathetic

descriptiong3!

228 p|ut. De Gloria, 347ac. Seepg. 46-47.

?2Thuc.2.51.4.

20Thuc.2.51.4:¢nel kai Tog OLOQVPGELS TOV AMOYIYVOUEVMV TEAELTMVTEG KOd Ol oikeiol
EEEKaVOV DTTO TOD TOAAOD KaKOD VIKMLEVOL.

231 Seefor examplePlut. Nic. 1.1: ... dpo maporteicOot kai mopakareiv Hrgp &uod Todg
EVTLYXAVOVTOG TOIG GLYYPAULOGT TOVTOIG, STtg &Ml Todg dmMyncestv aig ®ovkvdidng, avtdg abtod



75

Thucydidesalsodescribesn this passage lack of caretakersvhich left many
isolatedwhetherdueto the fear of contagionor elsethe destructiornof entirehouseholds
(ol oikgior éEékapvov).232 An individual’s neglectof or inability to carefor thosewho
cannotcarefor themselvess deemedy Yoderto be acommontraumaticeventor
stressof33 and Thucydides accountsuggestshatthis wasalsoa commonoccurrence
duringtheinitial outbreaklndeed throughouthe plagueepisodeThucydidegresents
the pestilencehroughthe perspectiveof caretakersHe describeghe anopia felt by
family membersvho becamé‘weary evenof makinglamentationof thedying” (2.51.4),
the high deathrateamongcaretaker$2.51.4),the neglectof othersdueto fear of
contagion(2.51.5) andthedesperatiomf individualsto unburdenthemselve®f acorpse
(2.52) Eventhe curiouslack of feverassociatedavith thediseases describedy
Thucydideghroughthe eyesof anoutsiderwith the observatiorthatthe skin of the
victims was“not sovery hotto thetouch”?34 It mayalsobe saidthatthe scientific
approactsowidely recognizedn Thucydides’ detailedlist of symptomscanbelargely
attributedto its outsideperspective-Thucydidesdescribeghe plaguein suchdetailso

thatit maybeeasilyrecognized3® | suggesthatThucydides’ focalizationonthe

TEPL TODTA TOONTIKATOTOG, EVOPYEGTATOC, TOIKIAMTATOS YEVOUEVOGS, ALUNTOG EEEVIIVOYE, UNOEV
Nuag vrordpwot memovBévan Tipaio mdbog dpotov. ..

...itistime to imploreandto encourage-for my sake— thosewho encountethesewritings not
to atall infer that,in my written work of what Thucydideshasinimitably setforth, surpassing
evenhimselfin pathosyividness,andvariety of affairs thatl amasaffectedwith emotionaswas
Timaeus..

232Thuc.2.51.5.

233Yoder(2006) 15-16.

234Thuc.2.49.4:kai 10 pév Emlev antopéve odpo obt’ dyav Ogpuov fv...// And externallythe
skinwasnotsovery hotto thetouch.

235Thuc.2.48.3:¢y® 8¢ 016V 1€ &yiyveto A, kol 6’ GV &v TIg GKom@Y, &l ToTE Kol 001G
EMMESOL, LOMOT GV EYOL TL TPOEW MG UT| AYVOELY, TADTA INADG® 0VTOG TE VOOGAG KOl ADTOG
bV dAAovg TAGYOVTAG.
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experience®f caretakersuggestshathe soughtto remindthemof their recent
experience(s)Thucydidesachievesa similar effectin 7.75when ratherthanhighlighting
theemotionalstateof thewoundedastheyareleft behindat the campin Syracusehe
focusesnsteadon the departingtroopswho, hearingthe criesof theinjuredimploring
theiraid, mustleavethembehind.Theworstaspector surviving caretakersnusthave
beenthefeelingsof aropia, guilt, andshamefor eitherlosingtheir kin despiteall care
(2.51.1)or for neglectingtheill (2.51.5)or their burialrites(2.52.4) Theemphasis
Thucydidesplaces onthe perspective(spf caregiversuggestshathe composedhe
episodewith thesurvivorsin mind. For surviving caregiversThucydides’ accountwould
haveremindedthemof their ownrole(s)in the disastermndallowedfor a limited
engagementith whatmusthavebeena sourceof traumafor many.Furthermorehis
treatmenbf socialdynamicswithin the largernarrativeof the deterioratiorof Athenian
societymusthavehelpedto contextualizendividual suffering
ThefactthatThucydidesdescribegshosewho continuedo payvisits to their
friendsashavingclaim to virtue (ot dpetijg Tt peTamolodevol) conveysasituationsodire
thatthe perpetuatiorof friendshipandsocialcustomhadbecomendicativeof virtue. The
eradicatiorof entirehouseholdseinddeathsof someindividuals“despite all care” (2.51.1)
recalls additionalsourcesf traumaon Y oder’s list— the sudderlossof loved ones,and
thewitnessingof deathor injury.?®¢ Regardlessf one's own physicalconstitution,as

Thucydidegakespainsto expresghe completepervasiorof the plaguethroughouthe

For my own part,| will deliverbutthe mannerof it andlay openonly suchthingsfrom the study
of which a persornshouldbebestableto identify [the disease]havingknowledgeof it
beforehandif it shouldcomeagain,havingbeenbothsick of it myselfandseenotherssick of the
same.

236Yoder (2006) 15-16.
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city, thewitnessingof deathandsufferingseemaearlyinescapableAlthoughwitnessing
deathwasa muchmorecommonexperiencen theancientworld thanin themodernday
West,the massscaleandseverityof the diseasg@resentedby Thucydideds unusualand
gruesomeThucydideghereforelluminatesin his accounta variety of potentialsources
of first handandvicarioustrauma.

In whatis perhapghe mostmemorablemageimpartedby the plagueepisode,
Thucydidesdepartdrom thefamilial scenesliscussedn the previoussectionashe quite
literally takesthe sufferingto the streetsdescribing“destruction without any order” (6
@00pog...o0devi kbou)—a situationwhich wasaggravatedy the evacuatiorof Attica
andtheresultantcrowdingin the city:
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TPOTEPOV TEPL TOG TOPAC, EBamTov d¢ ¢ EKooTog £00varo. Kol
TOALOL £G GvaisyOVTOLg ONKaG £Tpamovto omdvel TOV Emtndsiov
Sl TO oLYVOLG oM TpoTebvVAvaL Geioty: &ml TVPAG Yap dALOTPiag
@Bdoavteg TOLG VIGOVTAG Ol HEV EMBEVTEG TOV E0VTAV VEKPOV
VERTTOV, 01 8¢ KalopEVoy dAlov EmPaAidvteg dvmbev Ov pépotev
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For having acquiredno householdsof their own [said of the
newcomerf butdwelling in hutswhich at thattime of yearwere
stifling, destructioroccurredwithout anyorder,butthe bodieslay
ontop of oneanotherdying, andtheyrolled aboutin thestreetsand
aroundall thesprings half-deadbecauséeheylustedfor water.The
templesin which they encampedverefull of corpsessincetheir
deathbedsvereright there:for becausehe peoplewerebrutalized
by their suffering, with no way out, they consideredn contempt
the sacredand profane alike. All customswere thrown into
confusionwhich they previously observedregardingburial, and
theywereburiedaseachcould manage And manyweredrivento
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shamefuimodesof burial on accountof the lack of provisionsand

because¢herehadalreadybeennumerousieathsamongtheir own:

for they made use of other people’s funeral pyres— some,

anticipatingthosewho had built the pyre, eitherby placingtheir

own corpseatopthe pyre andlighting it, or, by bringing a corpse

to a pyre alreadyburning, throwing it on top of the othercorpse,

andrunningaway.[Thuc.2.52.24]
Thucydide$ accounttontinuedo escalatavith thedisregardor burial rites.He begins
with theinflux of peoplefrom the countrysideandthe subsequentrowdingwithin the
city.?3” Up until this point Thucydides’ descriptionof the plaguehasavoidedthetopic of
crowdingwithin thecity, butits inclusionhereexpandghe narrativefrom theisolationof
victims andthe hesitancyto visit relativesto includethe excesf citizenswithin thecity
walls. Thucydideshasstruckanothermpoint of contrastasthosewho sufferin isolationdo
soin themidstof a crowdedcity. Thereaderis oncemoreinvited to glimpsea variety of
misfortunesascivic orderin Athenscontinuego unravel.Thucydidesconveysthe
ongoingnatureof Atheniansufferingagainthroughhis preferencdor the imperfect
tense?38 After heillustratesthosestill sufferingtheravageof plague, Thucydidesshifts
his focusto the disposalbf thedead.His descriptionof peopleusingotherpeople’s

funeralpyresdrawsdistinctattentionto the corruptionof burial rites. The imageof death

Thucydidespresentsvithin thecity alsocomplementshe earlierobservatiorthatthe

237t is alsoworth noting Woodman’s observatiorthatPericlesstressesn 2.13.2the policy which
resettlectitizensfrom the countrysiddn thecity, leading to Thucydides’ observatiorin 2.52.1
thattheinflux of peoplehadmadeconditionsmuchworseduringthe plague.This juxtaposition
aidsfurthercomparisorbetweerPericlearmAthensandthe chaosriddenplagueepisode.
Woodman(1988)34.

238 gviyveto, Ekevto, Ekalvdodvto, oKvnvo, v, &xpdvto, E0antov, £d0varo, Vefintov,
anfoav.
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Spartansverelaying wasteto the countrysidegffectivelyjuxtaposingthe destructiorof
pestilenceandwar, andcity andcountrysiderespectively?3®
Thucydideshastransitionedrom speaking aboutcitizensin thedomesticcontext
to masseslying in public spacesFromtheindividualspreviouslydiscussedavhomhe
deemedvirtuousfor continuingto carefor their friends,he heredescribeghe callousacts
of individualseagerto unburderthenselvesof a corpse.Thesentimensharedoy family
membersvhoweretoo overwhelmedo evenlamentthedead(2.51.5 hashereescalated
from damopia to anutterdisregardor burial custom,andsoon,all socialnorms Yoder
deemghe sudderchangeof rulesor socialnormsa potentiallytraumaticevent?° andthe
disregardor burial customsvasindeeda seriousbreachof Helleniccustom.
Furthermoredeathwithin atemplewasconsideregacrilege?*! Themenrolling about
thestreetqév taig 0d0ig ékaAvoodvto) suggestheinterruptionof all businessn thecity,
andThucydidegresent@animageof Athensata standstill. The victims’ lust for water
(to® Bdaroc émbupiq) alsoharkensackto the lust for waterwhich drovemanyto hurl
themselveslownwells out of uncontrollablethirst (2.49).While Thucydidesoriginally
castthis thirstasa personatragedy(for thosewho flung themselvesnto wells did sodue
to lack of supervision) heretheresultis a crowdingin the streets— acommunal
problem.Thucydidegpresent agradualprocessvherebythe plagueincreasingly

overwhelmsAthensandits civic institutions.

239 Morgan(1994)206.
240Yoder (2009 15-16.
241 Hornblower(1997)325. SeealsoParker(1983)33,n. 5.
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Conclusion

Thucydidesvaslaudedin theancientsourcedor his vividnessof descriptionand
his ability, accordingto Plutarch,to rende his narrative“like apainting.”?4? Plutarch
stateghat Thucydidessoughtto instill in thelistenerthe sameemotions(na6n) of
amazemenfEkrinktika) andconsternatiorfrapaxtika) asthosewho beheldthe events
describedBecausaheseemotionsareoftencharacteristiof a traumaticevent?43
Plutarch’s emotionalresponseo Thucydidessuggestshat Thucydidessoughtto imbue
his narrativewith emotionalrealism.However,the potentialbenefitof writing and
readingavivid portrayalof a traumaticeventis rarelyconsideredAlthough Thucydides
doesnot claimto providesucha vivid accountfor the sakeof helpinghimselfor his
readerto work throughtheir trauma,moderntraumatheoryhasshownhow an empathetic
historiographicahccountcanaid this processionetheless.

Thucydides’ ability to craftanemotiveaccountof the plagueis dueat leastin part
to his useof intertextuality.Thucydides’ sharpdivergencdrom thelliad while
maintainingthe connectiorbetweerwar andpestilencevoicedby Achilles in Book 1
emphasizethatin Thucydidesve encountesomethinghew— a plagueof epic
proportionsthatfunctionsindependentlyf a vengefulgod. Thucydidesusesthe
personificatiorof the pestilencealongwith militaristic languageo presentheplagueas
anenemyof the Atheniansat atime whena military invasionwasalreadyunderway |
suggesthatthe convergencef languageandthemespertainingto pestilenceandwar

likely servedto instill asenseof anxietyin thereader Furthermorehis use of the poetic

242 P|ut.,De Gloria, 347ac.

243 Caruth(2016 11-12. Theseemotionsareoftencharacteristiof a traumaticeventin which the
individual is overwhelmedy the severityof their situationandtheirimmediateability to copeis
impeded.



81

gykatackfyou [i.e., theplaguestruckthe Athenianslike Zeus’ lightning bolt] introduces
adramaticelemento his portrayalof the pest thuselevaing his historicalaccounto the
level of tragedy

Throughthereversalf theidealizedAthensarticulatedin Pericles’ preceding
funeralspeechThucydidespresentshedestructiorof individualsandsocialgroupsby
the plagueuntil Athensis eventuallyovercomeby avouio— a statewhichrepresentshe
breakdowrof socialorderandexpectationshatcanoccurduringeventsof masstrauma,
furthervalidatinga traumabasedapproacho this episode Thucydides’ inversionof the
traditionalrelationshipbetweerpestilenceandavopia shownby Demonteffectively
communicateshe stateof dropio. stemmingfrom the collapseof socialinstitutionsand
rituals— a statethatmodernpsychologydeemsconsistentvith socialor collective
trauma.

Thanksto moderndevelopment#n traumatheorywe canapproachr hucyddes’
accountof the plaguewith anawarenessf the traumatizingnatureof pestilenceandan
appreciatiorfor Thucydides’ ability to capturesomanyvariationsof the Athenian
experienceHis extensiveuseof contrastandshifting narrativeperspectiveenphasizethe
severityof thediseasaswell asits emotionaltoll. Thucydides’ historicalaccounwof the
plaguedocumentghe effectsof thediseasen Athenswhile simultaneouslyrafting an
empatheticarrativeof vivid descriptioncapableof facilitating thereadets emotional

andimaginativeengagemenwith their own experienceof the plague.
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Chapter 3: Memorialization
Introduction

This chapterconsiderghe memorializingeffectof Thucydides’ plagueepisodel
beginby examinng Thucydides’ professednterestin recordingeventsfor posterity
alongsideHerodotus’ explicit aimto preservehe eventsaboutwhich hewriteslestthey
“becomeextinguishedy time...and losetheir glory.”?44| contendthatmemorialization
is anintegralelementof Greekhistoriographyandmoreoverthatthe ancienthistorians
wereexplicit aboutthis goal | suggesthatthroughthevivid narrativizationof the
Athenianplague,Thucydidescreatedvhat Assmanrrefersto asa “figure of memory,” 24°
capableof beingsubsumednto Atheniancollectivememory.

Thememorializingaspecbf the plagueepisodeis all the morepertinentgiventhe
silenceon thetopic of the plaguein Athenianpublic discoursdollowing theevent |
arguethatThucydides’ acmuntof the plague which presents historicalrecordof events
imbuedwith emotionalrealism,encouragea deeperengagemenvith traumathaneven
the Athenianlogoi epitaphioifor thewar dead.l suggesthatthe vividnessof
Thucydides’ accountvalidaied Atheniansufferingandofferedhis readershima
memorializationof the eventwhich theywereunlikely to havereceivedthrough
traditionalinstitutions.

| thenconsiderThucydides’ catalogueof suffering(rabnuata) in 1.23to argue
thatThucydidesntroduceshe plaguein conjunctionwith avariety of otherdisastersn

orderto alludeto alongstandingradition of disastemarrativesn the GreekandNear

244 Hdt. 1.1:1® ypove dEitnAa yévntat. .. dxhed yévnTar. ...
245 e., a culturalformationwhich maintainshe memoryof afixed pointin the past.Assmam
(1995)129.
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Easterrtraditions.| providea brief overviewof the scholarshipn the intertextualityof
this traditionto suggesthat Thucydidesengagedvith this storypatternto portraythe
Atheniansufferingexperiencedluring the plagueasthe singlegreatestalamityincurred
by naturalforcesatatime when,judgingby Thucydides’ statemen{1.23)andliterary
tradition, calamitieswerethe mostfrequentandmostsevereThis assessmeritirther
validatesareadingof the plagueepisodehroughthelensof traumatheoryasit viewsthe
suffering Thucydideslluminatesasmorethanrhetoricaleffect, but rather, asanintegral
elemenf his history.

Finally, I returnto KatherineAnne Porterandthe influenzapandemido consider
thereasondehindthe lack of historiographyfollowing the outbreakl considerhow
Porterand Thucydidesesachmanagedo presenpestilenceasanintegralpartof the
wartime experienceavhile traditionalnarrativesof memorializatiortendto separate¢he
two. Thucydides’ useof militaristic languagehelpedto furtherweavetogetherthe two
narrativesof destructionandto emphasizehe lack of burialrites for plaguevictims
comparedo the Athenianwar deadby juxtaposingthe plagueepisodewith Pericles’
speechl suggesthatthroughthis comparisorandthe militaristic languageusedin
describingthe deathsof plaguevictims, Thucydidesvovetogetherthe deathsof the
plaguevictims with the deathsancurredby warfareto justify theirremembrancaspartof
thelargernarrativeof the Peloponnesiaivar. | concludewith the observatiorthat
Thucydidesoughtto be commendedor includinga critical examinatiorof pestilencean
his wartimeaccountwhich provesmorecomprehensivéhanthatof early WWw]

historians.
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T h u ¢ y dAcabuentsa$Memorialization

As hadbeenstressedepeatedlythroughouthis thesis the Athenianplague
receivedno form of public commemoratiomespit its immensedeathtoll.?*¢ Modern
traumatheoryconsiderpandemicsandepidemicscapableof inducingmassivegroup
trauma,andthe Atheniansilenceon thetopic of the plaguewith regardgo
memorializatiorandevendramaticperformances behaviorindicative of collective
trauma.Giventhe absencef public commemoratioriollowing the pandemic,
Thucydides’ accountof the plaguemaybetakenin two ways:asa historiographical
accountof thedisastethatenablegheworking-throughproces$?” andasa narrative
memorializationof the event.

It mustbe saidthatwhile Thucydidesdoesnot claimto documenthe plaguefor
the purpose®f memorializationmemorializationis anintegralelementof his
historiographyIndeed,Thucydidesstateghathis motivation for recordingthe eventsof
thePeloponnesiakVar is for the knowledgeof future generatios:

o0t 6 EAvoav, Tag aitiag Tpohypaya TpdTOV Kol Tag Slopopdg,
o0 un Tva {ntijoai mote €€ Gtov TocovTOC TOAENOG TOlG “EAANGL
KATESTN.

Thereasonsvhy theydissolvedit [The Thirty Years’ Peaceland
the cause®f complaintsl havewritten downfirst, in orderthatno

oneshouldeverseekoutthecausewnhich broughtaboutsuchawar
uponthe Greeks[Thuc.1.23.5

246 An estimatedjuarterto a third of Athens’ population.Mitchell-Boyask(2008)1; Mikalson
(2009)326.Accordingo Thucydidesnolessthan4,400infantry and300cavalrymenrdiedin
additionto a “vast numberof the multitudethatwasneverascertained.” Thuc.2.48.3,3.87.3:100
8¢ GAlov Gylov dveEebpetog apOuoe.

247 SeeChapter2.
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Thedocumentatiomf eventsfor posterityis closelyconnectedo memorialization\While
historiographymaydraw on a variety of sourcesit is the transformatiorof thesesources
into a narrativeform which ultimately definesthe practice.Iln the plagueepisode—and
indeedin hiswork overall—Thucydidegyoesbeyondthe deathtoll givenin Book 3 to
offer his readera vivid narrationof theeventsastheyunfolded.He alsointroduceshe
plagueepisodewith anothercommenton the posterityof his work:

Aeyétm pev odv mepl adTod Mg EKAGTOS YIYVAOGKEL Kai 1atpdg Kod
iS1dg, dp’ dtov gikodg fv yevécOar antod, kai Tag aitiag doTivac
vopilel tocavTne upetafolic ikovég etvon SVvouy € TO
Hetacticat oxeiv: &ym 82 olov te &ylyvero AEm, Kol 4’ OV v T
oKom@V, €1 ToTE Kol 0001 Emmécol, LAAMGT G EYOL TL TPOELSAG L)
ayvoeiv, Tadta SNAMC®M aVTOg T€ Voo oG Kol adTog idmV GAAOLG
TAGYOVTOG.

Now let everyman,physicianor other,concerningthe groundof
this sicknesswhenceit sprung,andwhat causese thinks ableto
produce so great a disturbance speak according to his own
knowledge Formy ownpart,| will deliverbutthemannerof it and
lay openonly suchthingsfrom the studyof which a persorshould
be best able to identify [the disease],having knowledge of it
beforehandif it shouldcomeagain, having beenboth sick of it
myselfandseenotherssick of thesame[Thuc.2.48.3]

Theinformationwith which Thucydidesclaimsfuture generationsvill beableto
recognizethe plague(shouldit return)impliesthe futureremenbranceof Thucydides’
accountandconsequentlyhe horrifying natureby which he presentsheplague’s
destructionThis focuson posterityis alsoevidentin Herodotus’ openingstatement,
which suggestshatthe ancienthistorianswereacutelyawareof the memorializing
function of theirwork, which theyinheritedfrom Greekepic24®

‘Hpodotov Alkapvnoocéog iotoping amnddesic f1de, ™G pnte 1a

yevoueva €€ avOpomwv @ ypoéve EEItmAa yévntal, unte Epya
pueyara te koi Bopaoctd, td pev "EAAnot ta 0¢ PapPdpoiot

248 Seefor example Goldhill (1991)166:“That the declaratiorandpreseration of kleosis a
crucialfunctionof the poet’s voicein ancientGreekcultureis a commonplace.”
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amodeyfévta, dxAed yévntor, Ta T GAAa kol OU fjv aitinv
gmoAéumoav GAAAOLGL.

This s thedisplayof theinquiry of Herodotusof Halicarnassusso
that the things brought about by mankind may neither be
extinguishedby time, nor the greatand marvelousdeels, some
exhibited by the Hellenesand othersthe Barbarians,lose their
glory, andmanyotherthingsandalsoin particularthe reasorthat
theywentto war with oneanother[Hdt. 1.1.1]

While Thucydidesdoesnot claim explicitly to havecreatedn the plagueepisode
amonumento theevent,memorializations neverthelesan inevitableresultof sucha
detailedhistoricalaccountBoth Herodotusand Thucydideday claimto adesireto
recordeventswhichtheydeemremarkableand,in the caseof Thucyddes,to leave
behinda possessiofor all time. (ktfjud te & aiei).?*® Throughthe vivid narrativization
of atraumaticeventin Athenianhistory, Thucydidescreatedvhat Assmam refersto asa
“figure of memory”—a culturalformationwhich maintainsthe memoryof afixed point
in the past?®® Recallingtheimportanceof narraivization for aneventto beinstilled in
collectivememory®!it canbesaidthat Thucydide$ accountservedasa meandor
remembranceandthatthe emotionalrealismit containsallowedfor emotional
engagementith atraumaticeventin Athenianhistorywhile alsoensuringits placein

Atheniancollectivememory.Giventhelargescalesufferingincurredby the plagueit is

thereforeunsurprisinghat Thucydidesshouldwish to makea memorialto this

249 Thuc.1.22.4:xtijpd 1€ &G aiel pdAkov §| dydviopa & T TapoypHo dovey EHyKetTat.

Seep. 48 for moreonthis passage.

250 Assmam (1995)129. NotethatAssmam separatefiguresof memoryinto two categories:
culturalformation(texts,rites, monumentsandinstitutionalcommunicatior(recitation,practice,
observance).

2511n orderfor aneventto be subsumedinto collectivememoryi,it first requiresnarraivization. It
is by simplified narrativeghateventsaretransmittedandthusthe “resultant memoryis shaped
by thecharacteristic®f its narrative.” Steinbock(2013)17. Referto Chapterl, “Collective
MemoryDefined,” for further discussiorof narrdivization andcollectivememory.
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tumultuouseventin Athenianhistory.His contributionto Atheniancollectivememoryis
all themare conspicuougjiventhe absencef the plaguefrom contemporaryublic
discourse.

As previouslydiscussedthe Athenianplaguedid not receivepublic
commemorationnor wasthereanequivalento the logoi epitaphioifor plaguevictims.
Publicfuneralorationscanserveasan effectivemeanshy which to encourageocial
cohesiorfollowing disasterTheyemphasizeommunallory while theyalsocondition
citizensfor further ordeals?®? While funeral orationsmayhelpindividualsto copein the
shortterm, their purposes ultimatelyto encourageitizensto accepthewartimeactions
of the statedespitethelossof life incurred.Funeralorationsoffer whatSchickrefersto
asa “truncated form of mourning” which prioritizesnarrativeoverindividualismand
doesnot promotesocialre-engagemenvutsidethe orthodoxy.Thesearewhat Schick
terms“meaning-makingnarratives’ astheyaretargetedowardscitizensdesperat¢o
contextualizeheir recen experiencesdNotably, Schickcitesasanexamplethe heroic
soldiernarrativeprevalentn the aftermathof WWI, wherebythe horrorsof war are
shieldedfrom the public, andthewar deadareassumedo be “blissfully happy??>3 The
overly-simplistic natureof funeralorationsattemptgo assignmeaningto disastetbut
ultimatelysacrificea deeperengagementith thetraumaticlossincurred.

| arguethat Thucydide$ accountof the plague which presents historicalrecord
of eventsimbuedwith emotionalrealism,encouragea deeperengagementith trauma

thaneventhefuneralorationsfor thewar dead.In LaCapra’s discussiorof working-

252 Raaflaub(2014)25.

253 Schick(2011)18431844. For the heroicsoldier narrative, Schickstudiesthe works of Jay
Winter andSiegfriedSassoonkor discussiorof the war deadandtheir portrayalas‘blissfully
happy,” SchickcitesSassoon364.
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throughtrauma,he maintainsthatthe procesf mourningandmodesof critical thought
offer the opportunityto makedistinctionsor articulations(howeverproblematic)which
functionaslimits to grief.?>* The commemoratiorof thewar deadby Periclesserveda
decidedlydifferentpurmposethanthe aropia-filled plagueepisodeThe victims of the
plaguewererandomandtheir funeralrites neglectedWithout memorializingthe effects
of plague,individualsareleft to grievetheir own experiencesndependentlyaswasthe
casefollowing the SpanishFlu pandemicAs sharednemoriesarecrucialto the
preservatiorof socialidentity, “the relativeabsencef pandemianemorysuggests
doubleloss,boththe lossof the victims andthe lossof survivors’ groupidentity.” 25°
Memorializingcanbe healingasit canhelpto providemeaningfor thelossessustained
amidstthe chaosanddestructiornof conflict. By testifyingin his accounto the Athenian
sufferingincurredby the plague,Thucydidescreateda literary monumento plague
victims, who, judgingby Thucydides’ accountaswell asthe Kerameikosburial pit,
receivedonly haphazardburial rites 256

While literary memorializations seldomconsideredvith respecto theplague
episodejt hasbeenappliedeffectivelyto the Sicilian Expeditionby RachelBruzzone.
Sheargueghat Thucydides’ vivid descriptionof the GreatHarbourbattlein Sicily
mimicstheimageryof a funerarymonumentindservedo createanekphrasticimageof
the Atheniansin battle. Takenalongwith thefuneraryelementsn Nicias’ speechand

Thucydides’ own epitaphfor Nicias, Bruzzonecontendghat Thucydidescraftsattheend

254 aCapra(2014)22.

255 Davis (2011)60.

256 Thuc.2.52.4.For further discussioron the Kerameikosburial pit, seeChapterd, “Literature
Review.”
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of his Sicilian Expeditiona “substitute for the proper,relevantmemorialthefallenwere
deniedin reallife.”?>” Bruzzoneexamineghe visualexpeienceThucydidescreatesn
this episodeand,ashasbeenobservecherein the plagueepisode?® his preferenceor
theimperfecttense?>® Sheargueshat Thucydidescreateca monumento the valor of the
Atheniantroopsin Sicily by “uncoupling the procesof memorializationfrom the limit of
the physicalworld.”26°

| arguethatthe plagueepisodeservesa similar, memorializingfunction.
Thucydideshighlightsthe lack of memorializatioraffordedto plaguevictims by
precedinghe plagueepisodewith Pericles’ FuneralOration,effectively juxtaposingthe
commemoratiorof the war deadwith thoseunfortunateplaguevictims whowere
frequentlydeniedproperfuneralrites dueto fear of furtherspreadinghe disease®!
Unlike the haphazardlisposalbf plaguevictims, the remainsof soldierswho hadfallen
in battlewould be gatheredrom the funeralpyre andreturnecto the city for a public
displayorganizedy thetribes26? Theboneswould be laid out for two daysbefore a
ceremoniaprocessiorno the Kerameikosaccompaniethy oneemptybier symbolically
representinghe deadwho hadnot beenfound andrecovered®® Not only does
ThucydideseffectivelyjuxtaposePericles’ FuneralOrationwith the neglectof burial rites
during the plague but the neglectof customss alsorecognizedy traumatheoryto bea

traumaticstressor?%*| suggesthatThucydides’ plagueepisodemaybetakenasa

257 Bruzzone(2018)577.

258 SeeChapter2.

259 Bruzzone(2018)588-594.

260 Bruzzone(2018)599.

261 SeeThuc.2.52for funerarydetails.
262Thuc.2.34.

263 Hoffman (2011). Cf. Steinbock(2017)113.
264Yoder (2009 15-16.
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literary memorialfor thosewho died during the plague.Furthermore] suggesthatthe
vividnessof the plagueepisodeofferedsurvivorsa deeperengagementith traumathan
waspossiblein thelogoi epitaphioi.Ratherthanshy awayfrom the horrorsof the plague,
Thucydidesputthemondisplay.

It is clearfrom the condensedatue of Thucydides’ narrative his useof
évapyela, andthe variety of perspectivesncludedthat Thucydidessoughtto impartupon
his readershighe sevee natureof the Athenianplague Indeed,in the overviewof his
work Thucydidesncludesthe plaguealongsideotherwartimeandevennaturaldisasters,
all of which hedescribesssufferings(rmadnpoto):

TV 0¢ mpdtepoV Epymv PEYIOTOV EMpdyOn 1O Mnodikdy, Kai TodTo
Oumg dvoiv vavpayiow kol melopoyioy Tayeiov v Kpiow Eoyev.
TOVTOL 0 TOD TWOAEUOL URKOG TE pHEYO TTPpovPn, mabnuotd te
Eovnvéyn yevécOor v avt@® tij ‘EALGSL ola ovy Etepo &v o
1POvVD. obte Yap moOAELG Tocaide Anpbeicar npnumdnoay, ai pev
V10 BapPapmv, ai &’ VO cEMV AVTOV AVTITOAELOOLVTOV (€i61 6™ ol
Kol oikntopog petéfaiov alokoueval), odTe QLYOL TOCOIOE
avOpdTOV Kol EOVOG, O HEV KT aVTOV TOV TOAEUOV, O OE 010 TO
otacwalew. th TE WPOHTEPOV GKON HEV Agyoueva, Epywm O
onavinTtepov Befatodpeva 00K GmTIGTO KOTEGTN, GEIGUMY TE TEPL,
ol émi mAgiotov dpa pépog yic Kai ioyvpotatol ol avtol EMEGyOV,
NAov 1e ékhelyelg, ol TukvoTepaL TaPQ TA €K TOD TPV YPOHVOL
pvnuovevopevo EvvéPnoav, avyuol te E6TL Tap  Olg HEYGAOL Koi
an’ ovt®v Kol Aol kol 1 ody fikiota PAayaco kol pEPog Ti
eBeipaca 1 Aoudong voécog: tadta yop whvto HETd TOVOE TOD
moAépov duo Euvemédero.

Thegreatesaccomplishment previoustimewasthePersiarwar,
but neverthelesthis matterwasquickly determinedn two battles
by seaandtwo by land But this war progressedt a greatlength

andin the courseof it, sufferingsoccurredin Greecethe like of
which hadneveroccurredin anyequalperiodof time. For neither
wereso manycities madedesolateafter havingbeentaken,some
by the Barbariansandothersby [the Greeks]themselveswaging
war againstone another(and some,having beencaptured,were
enterednto by newinhabitant$, norwasthereeversuchexile and
killings of men whetherin the courseof the war itself or asthe
resultof civil strife. And sothestoriesof formertimes,whichwere
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handeddownby oraltradition, butveryrarelyconfirmedby action
wereno longerdoubted aboutearthquakedor instancefor they
prevailedoveravery largepartof theearthandwerelikewise most
formidable and eclipsesof the sun, which occurredat more
frequentintervds thanthoserememberedrom all previoustimes,
andtherewere greatdroughtsalsoin someplaceswith resultant
famines;andlastly, the extremelyharmfulandpestilentialdisease
which had destroyednot a small part. For all thesedisasters
combined in attacking them?%> simultaneouslywith this war.
[Thuc.1.23.23.]
In contrasto the PersianWar which Thucydidesclaimshereendedswiftly with only a
few key battlesthe PeloponnesiaWar is all the moresignificantfor its lengthandthe
sufferings(rafnpoate) which occuredin rapid successionT he vaguetermrofnpoto
appeardo encapsulat&hucydides’ lengthysummaryof eventswhich includessuffering
thatis characteristiof warfare(city-sacking.civil strife, exiles,andkillings) aswell as
naturalphenomendgearthquakessolareclipsesdroughts famines,andthe plague).lt is
theconvergencef theseeventsthatelevateghe Peloponnesiaar beyondthe
dismissivedescriptionThucydidesdedicatedo the Greekconflict with PersiaWhile
Thucydidesusesiua in 1.23.3to stresgshe contemporaneousatureof the events
describedpeta to0d¢, “along with this,” stresgstherelationshipbetweerthe many
sufferings(rafnpote) andthewar itself. For Thucydidesthelink betweerthe suffering

incurredfrom warfareandfrom naturalphenomenappearsndelible. He restateshe

convergencef avariety of naturaldisastersn Book 3.266

2651 SJ swv. “cvvemrionm,” n. Il.

266 Thuc 3.87:100 & &mryryvopévov yeudvog 1 vosog To dedtepov énénece toic Adnvaiorg,
EKMmodoa PHEV 0VOEVE XPOVOV TO TOVTOTAGLY, EYEVETO OE TIG OIS SOK®YN. TUPEUEIVE OE TO UEV
Botepov o0k ELacoov vionTod, TO 88 mpdtepov Kai Vo &, Gote Adnvaiovg ye i eivor 8t
LAAAOV TOVTOV Emiece KOl EKAKMGE TNV SUVOULY: TETPAKOGI®OV YOp OTAMTAV Kol TETPAKIGYIM®V
oVK EAdocovg dmébavov €k T@V TaEemv Kol TPLoKoGioV ITnémv, ToD 0& GAAoV dyAov dveEebpetog
apOpdg. £yévovto 8¢ kai ol ToALol Gelopol TOTE THC Y1|G, &V 1€ ADvaug kol év EvPoig kol &v
Bowwtoic kai pdhota &v Opyouevd t@ Bolotim.
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The taOnpata passagées asourceof contentioramongsscholarsywhotendto
eitherdisregardhe passagentirely or to downplayits role in relationto Thucydides’
historiographicamethod The chiefrationalebehindthis suspicionis thatthe connection
Thucydidesseemdo suggesbetweematuraldisasterandhumaneventsappeas
inconsistentvith Thucydides’ scientificapproacho his material?®” However this
connections consistentvith archaicGreekthoughtwhich attributesnaturaldisasterso
divine punishmenfor humantransgression®? Otherscholarshavemadethe case,
rightly so,thatit is not helpfulto our understandin@f Thucydides’ work to “sweep
undertherug, makeimprobabé excusesor awkwardexplanationsfor whatdoesnot
conformto our preconceptionsasif the historianhas‘slipped’ abit from the
program.”?%° Nor is this thesisconcernedvith whatinsightinto Thucydides’ personal
religiosity mightbegleanedrom this passagelt is morefruitful to examineinsteadthe
groupingof simultaneougsua)?’° disasterasa toposin Greekliterature,andto consider

how intertextualitymight strengtheriheargumenthat Thucydidegpresentedhe plague

And with thearrival of winter the diseasdell uponthe Atheniansa secondime, havingat no
time ceasedltogetherput neverthelestherewassomecessationof it]. Thesecondwave)
lastednolessthana year,thefirst [havinglasted two yearssuchthattherewasnothingthat
oppressethe Atheniansandreducedheir powermorethanthis: for nolessthanfour thousand
andfour hundredof the hoplitesin theranksdiedandthreehundredcavalrymenaswell asa vast
numberof the multitudethatwasneverascertainedAnd atthattime manyearthquakesccurred,
in AthensandEuboeaandin Boeotia,andparticularlyin Orxomenusjn Boeotia.

267 Hornblowercommentghat Thucydides’ claim that naturaldisastersveremoreabundant
duringthe PeloponnesiaiWar hasproven “an embarrassmeno his commentators.” Hornblower
(1991)63. Gommeis atalossasto whetheror not Thucydidesbelievedtherewassome
conrectionbetweematuralandhumanevents Gomme(1956)151. Rhodeshasremarkedhat
“By theendof his catalogueThucydideshasdepartedrom therationalismwhich we tendto
associatevith him.” Rhodeq2014)207.Cf. Bruzzoneg(2017)882.

268 parker(2001)257.

269 Kallet (2013)360-361. For a defenseof the nadipota passageseealsoBruzzone(2017).
21°Thuc.1.23.3.
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episodeaswhatWoodmandescribess“a ‘disaster narrative’ of the mostvivid and
dramatictype.”?"*

Thedisasterd hucydidedists in 1.23appeaatfirst to bemisleadinggiventhe
lack of attentionThucydidesdevotedo themthroughouthis historiographicahccount.
Thedroughts(avyuoi) Thucydidesmentionsin 1.23do not appeamanywhereelsein his
narrative while the eruptionof Mt. Etnain 3.116is left asideentirely?”?It canalsobe
demonstratethatthe scaleandfrequencyof solareclipsesvaslessimpressivehan
Thucydidessuggestg’3 As Hornblowerstates Thucydides’ dramaticoverviewseemso
alludeto a narrativethatis muchmoresensationalizedndrhetoricalthanThucydides’
accountactuallyis, andwith lessattentionpaidto naturalphenomenajumansuffering,
andportendgsthanthis overviewwould suggest’* The only significantattention
Thucydidesdevotesto a disastemarrativealludedto in 1.23is the plagueepisod€’®
which, asmentionedpreviously,dramaticallyconcludesis list of naturalphenomena
with the longestseparatiorof anarticle from its nounin extantGreekprose?’®

It is clearthatthe Athenianplague(loyddng vocog) is thefocal point for 1.23
andfunctionsasthe climax to Thucydides’ list of nafiuata. Scholarshaveidentifiedthe

juxtapositionof blessingswith sufferingsandwar with plagueexhibitedin 1.23asa

271 \Woodman(1988)30.

272\Woodman(1988)30.

273 Thucydides’ statemenbnthe unusualrequencyof eclipsesn the PeloponnesiaiVar yearsis
“not accurate,” and“some allowancefor exaggeratiomustbe made” regardinghis accountof at
leastoneof thetwo solareclipseshe describesStephensoandFaoohi (2001)248.Cf. Bruzzone
(2017)897,n. 39.

274 Bruzzone(2017)897; Hornblower(1997)62.

275 Hornblower(1997)62.

276 Mitchell-Boyask(2008 43.
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conventionahndwell-establishedoposby thetime in which Thucydideswrites?’ In
Worksand Days afterwarningthathubristicbehavior(bppic) will alwaysincur
retribution(dikn), Hesiodcompareshe just city with theunjustcity. Thejustcity will
enjoyinnumerabléblessingsandthe unjustwill suffer“famine andplaguetogether”
(Mpov opod koi Aowdv) andtheir armywill bedestroyed’® Thelliad alsohintsatthe
connectiorbetweerwar andpestilencen Book 1 with the Greekarmybeingsubduedy
bothwar andpestilencegnorepdg te. .. kai doyog (1.61)), with this passagbeingthefirst
attestediseof Lowwodc. Bruzzonesuggestshatiowoc is arareword thatis the “preferred
term” for plaguein thedéiepoc/Aoyog traditionandservesasanindicatorof this story
pattern?’® The groupingtogetherof blessingsand misfortuneswar andnaturaldisasters
continuesn laterauthorsincludingHerodotuswho stategshatmoreevils occurredin
Greeceaduringthereignsof DariusandArtaxerxesthanin othertimes,andthatthose
misfortunesvereaccompaniedby anextraordinaryearthquaket Delos?8° Giventhe
longstandingradition of boththendéiepnoc/Aoydg story patternandthe tradition of
manifolddisasteraccompanyingimesof warfare, it appearshat Thucydidesvaseager
to evokethis storypatternevenbeforethe plagueepisodean 2.47,thuscastinga grim

shadowoverthe narrativeto come.

27T\Woodman(1988)31. Seealso:Kallett (2013);Mitchell-Boyask(2008);Demont(2012).
Woodmarfurther citesthe observatiorof M.L. Westthatthe pairingsof blessingsandsufferings
is alsocommonin NearEasterrliterature.West(1978)213.

2’8 Hes.WD. 213-238.Cf. Woodman(1988)31.

279 Bruzzone(2017)890. For a discussiorof therarity of thetermiowog in Attic tragedy,see
Mitchell-Boyask(2008)23-28.

280 Hdt. 8.69.23. Cf. Bruzzoneg(2017)891-892. BruzzonealsocitesPindar,Paean9 Maehler=
fr. 52.k.13-21 andAeschylusSuppliant®65693 asexamplesf naturaldisastersakentogether
with warfare.
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As Bruzzonehasshown if Thucydidedid indeedtakenaturalandwartime
disastersn 1.23in concertin orderto alludeto a longstandingradition of disaster
narrativesthentheplague’s pride of placeatthe endof Thucydides’ list of disasterand
theplagueepisoden Book 2 serveto confirmthe extraordinarylarge scalenatureof the
Peloponnesialvar 28! Throughhis allusionsto the literary tradition of warfareand
naturaldisastes occurringtogether Thucydidescastthe Athenianplagueasthe single
greatesexampleof sufferingat atime whensufferingwasabundantlf ancientliterary
traditionsawfit for warfareandnaturaldisasteito go handin hand,thenThucydides
createdn theintensesufferingof the plagueepisodea worthy matchto whathe believed
would proveto beagreatwar mostworthy of relation?®? Not only did Thucydidescreate
a“figure of memory” to useAssmam’s term?283 but he did sothroughthe creationof an
accountwhich portraysthe Atheniansufferingexperiencediuringthe plagueasthe
singlegreatestalamityincurredby naturalforcesat atime when,judging by
Thucydides’ statemen(1.23)andliterary tradition, calamiiesweremostfrequentand
mostsevere.

Therelativeabsencef the plaguefrom Atheniandiscoursds contrastegharply
by Thucydides’ emphasin the severityof the plagueandits effects.Emphasionthe
level of devastationncurredis atropeof the historianswhich is a techniqueowed(at
leastin part)to theinfluenceof rhetoric.Recentscholarshigshowsthatancienthistorians

wroterhetoricallyto “intrigue, astoundgxcite,distressandpersuadéheir audiences.”284

281 Bryzzone(2017)902.

22Thuc 1.1.10v molepov... péyav te EoecOat kol GElodTATOV. ..
283 Assmann(1995)129.

284 Rutherford(2007)510.
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Accordingto Rutherford,a part of therhetoricalprocessvasthe emphasisonthe gravity
of thesubjectat handaswell asthe magnitudeof sufferingincurred,with Thucydides’
statemenbf interestcombiningboth 285 With regardto Thucydides’ plagueepisodehis
utilization of this tropeservedo elevatethe subjectmatterwhile it simultaneously
validatesthe sufferingthathis Athenianaudiencevasengagedn. WhenThucydides
callstheplaguetoo difficult to describg(kpsicoov Loyov)?88 andstateshatmanyother
aspectsnustbe pasedover (moA\a kai §AAo topaiimov), 287 hedeploysthe
“inexpressibility motif”’ to magnifythe gravity of his subjectmatter?®® Throughthe
emphasig hucydidegplacesonthe severityof his subjectmatter,we mayconsider
Thucydidesashavingoffered Athenansaffectedby the plaguea narrativesuitedto their
rememberingommunity®—namely,thattheimmensescaleof thedisastelemphasizes
its importanceandjustifiesits remembranceHis accountalsofeatureshe positive
exampleof valorousindividualswho continuedto carefor their friendsdespitethe fear of
contagior?®® therebymemorializingthe virtue of caretakerslongsidethe severityof the
diseaseSucha narrativecouldthen serveto bind individualstogetheroy fosteringa

sharedsenseof identity in theaftermathof a traumaticevent?®!

285 Rutherford(2007)510; Thuc.1.23.

286 Thuc.2.50.1.

287 Thuc 2.51.1.Cf. Rutherford(2007)510.

288 For theinexpressibilitymotif, Woodmarcites:Woodman(1977)pp. 107-108,138(1983)p.
150, with furtherreferencesk-or Th.’s form of words,seeEur. Suppl 844,IT 837.Cf. Woodman
(1988)38,n. 219.

289 Rememberig communitiesderiveidentity from theremembrancef a sharedexperience.
Althougheachindividualis uniquein their experiencef anevent,collectiveremembrance
throughthe perpetuatiorof simplified narrativesostersidentity andcommunityandcanvalidate
individual experiencelt shouldalsobe notedthatthesesimplified narrativesareoftenin service
to therememberingommunity.Steinbock(2013)17. SeeChapterl, “Collective Memory
Defined.”

2%0Thuc.2.51.5.

291 Mannheim(1936).Cf. Funkensteir{1989)8.
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Thucydide$ accountprovidesanenduringmemoryof the plagueby bridging his
own personakxperienceavith the collectiveoneandthusvalidatingthe Athenian
experienceLike Porter’s fictionalizedaccountof her own experienceavith the Spanish
Flu pandemicThucydides’ vivid accounts contrastedy therelativesilenceonthetopic
of theplaguein Atheniantheatreandotherformsof memoialization. Theresultin both
casess awork of collectivememorythatrenderslementof personaharrative,
literature,andhistoryinto anaesthetidorm. Thevividnessof Thucydides’ portrayalof
theplague which hedescribessvisiting individuals with “a violencebeyondhuman
endurance”?%? strengthendis castof the PeloponnesiakiVar asthe “greatestipheavato
havehappenedbothto the Greeks andto somepartof the barbarianssoto speakfor the
majority of mankind”2% As the Peloponnesialvar presented greatupheavato
Athenianlife, sotoowasthis upheavafelt throughthe naturaloccurrenceof the plague,
and Thucydidescontributego colledive memorializatiorthroughhis detailedaccount

which doesnot shy awayfrom the descriptionof traumaticevents.

SpanishFlu and (Lack of) Historiography

With respecto the detaileddescriptionThucydidesprovidesof the Athenian
plague,it is onceagainworthwhileto returnto thetopic of Spanish~lu asa comparative
caseto considewhathappensvhencontemporanhistoriographyis unwilling to grapple

with the effectsof pestilenceThe Spanish-lu causednoredeathghanthe GreatWar

292Thuc.2.50.
293 Thuc.1.1.2:xivnoic yap abtn peyiot 87 toig "EAAnctv éyéveto kai pépet Tvi tdv PapPapmv,
¢ 6¢ einelv kal €mi TAgioTov AvOpOT®Y.
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itself,®4 andwhile the mostrecentstudyestimates deathtoll of 50 million, thestudy
alsonotesthat“eventhis vastfigure maybe substantiallyjower thantherealtoll, perhaps
asmuchas100percentunderstaté.”?% Despitethe massivedeathtoll incurred,
historiographyof the Spanish-lu pandemids characterizethy sporadicsurgesn
publicationaccordingto contemporargoncernsandvirtually noreference$o Spanish
Flu existin literatureandpagpular culture??® Publicationscirculatedin theimmediate
aftermathof the pandemiaimedat makingmedicalsenseout of theevent,andlack
historicalperspectiveHistorianson the otherhandmaintainedanalmostcomplete
silenceregardingthe pandemialespitea prominen interestin WWI.2%7 Any mentionof
the pandemidendedto be downplayed)imited to only afew brief sentencespr
examinedn conjunctionwith otherailments As HowardPhilips notesin his surveyof
postSpanisiFlu historiographyeventhe medicalhistaian Sir AndrewMacphail
combinedhis discussiorof the Spanish-lu with “other infectiousdiseases” in his chapter
titled “Diseases of War” in his official history of the Canadiamrmedicalservicesn
WWI.228 The unwillingnessof historiansto grapplewith the sociocultural effectsof the
SpanistFlu is perhapdestexemplifiedby a commentmadein the Casualtiesand War
Statisticsvolumeof Britain’s official History of the GreatWar publishedin 1931 “Apart
from reproducing...the recordediguresfor influenzain the British armiesat homeand

abroadduringthe GreatWar little needbe saidaboutthedisease’?%°

294 Guy Beineretal (2009)41. Seealso:(Davis2011) 63.
295 JohnsorandMueller (2002) Cf. Beiner(2006)496.
296 Davis (2011)55-56.

297 Phillips (2004)123. SeealsoBeiner(2006).

298 Macphail(1925)271.Cf. Philips (2004)123.

299 Mitchell andSmith (1931 85. Cf. Philips(2004)123.
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Thepandemidadlargelydisappearedrom culturalmemoryuntil it cameto the
forefrontof public historicalconsciousnesguring therecentoutbreakof HIN1in 2009,
andlikewise hasbeenthe subjectof “sporadic surgesin publication.”3% It wasnot until
1961 thatarudimentarysocialhistory of the pandemiavasfirst outlinedin Adolph
Hoehling’s TheGreatEpidemic3! Academicpublicationswerealsoimpactedby
shifting socialanxieties For examplethe public uneasinessurroundinghe 1957 Asian
influenzaepidemicpostponedor adecadehe publicationof thefirst globalsurveyof the
pandemiaddressetb agenerakeadershiF®?

During WWI, newsreportsonthe pandemiaverefrequentlysuppressedoasnot
to “demoralise thewar effort.”303 US effortsto downplaythe pandemic’s impactindicate
thattheagencymostcapableof studyingthe outbreakof the diseasaleliberatelydiverted
thepublic’s attention3°* Whenphysiciansvereunableto find aneffectivetreatmentor
SpanistFlu, widespred panicbrokeout. The diseasdecamavidely knownas“the
plague,” which continuego baffle oral historians3®® Frustrationggaveway to a climate
of suspicionaswell; KatherineAnne Portercapturedhis suspicionin PaleHorse,Pale
Riderwith herreferenceto a popularWWI eraconspiracytheorythatthe spreadof
influenzawasa form of biologicalwarfare,with the germhavingbeenbroughtby a

Germarshipto Boston3%¢ Thucydidescapturesa similar suspicionin his accountwhen

300 Philips (2004)122.

301 Beiner(2006)498.

302 Graveg(1969).Graves’ bookwaseventuallypublishedafterthe HongKonginfluenza
epidemicof 1968.Cf. Beiner(2006)497n.3.

303 Beiner(2009)40. For further explanatiorof theinsufficientdocumentatiof the pandemic,
seeDavis(2011)63-65.

304 Byerly (2005)184. Cf. Davis(2011)65.

305 Taksa(1994) Cf. Beiner(2006)497.

306 porter(1939)284.Cf. Davis(2011)64.



10C

heremarksupontherumorthatthe Peloponnesiansadcausedheplagueby tampering
with Athens’ cisterns®®’ The hostilerelationshipbetweerthe anxietiesof war and
pestilencan bothcasescontributedto a climate of suspiciorandhopelessness.
Modernhistorianshavelargelyattributedthe subsequentck of collective
memorializationof the pandemidollowing the First World War to the politicization of
culturalmemory— while memorialsfor thewar deadcould focuson narrativesof valor
andsacrificein orderto promotenatioralism,thosewho died from illnessdid soat
random3%8 A similar dynamicappeargo havebeenatwork in AncientGreeceasthe
Athenianplaguewasexemptfrom memorializatiorwhile thewar deadwere
commemoratetly memorialsandfuneralorations.Unlike the plaguevictims, thosewho
diedin warfaredid sogloriously, astheability to fight ashoplitesin closequartersvas

consideredo bethe “highest andmostgloriousexpressiorof the masculineideal.”30°

Pestilencein Wartime

Despitethetendencyin public memorializatiorto separatehemesof pestilence
andwarfare, ThucydidesandKatherineAnne Porterneverthelesslid treatpestilenceas
integralelementof thewarstheywereeachwriting about.In Pale Horse,PaleRider,
Miranda’s illnessdominateghe novel,while herfrustrationwith thewar see into her

hallucinationsanddreams Sheevengoessofar asto supposehatherillnesscouldbe

307Thuc.2.48.2.

308 Davis(2011)60-61. SeealsoByerly (2005).

309 AristophanesVaspsl1141121; PlatoLaws1.641b,Repubic 2.375ad; Sophocle#\ntigone
640-681; cf. PlatoLaws8.828d829aandPlutarchPelopidasl7.6,with further evidenceand
discussiorin Crowley (2012 86-88, 92-96). Cf. Crowley(2014)112.
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tracedbackto the beginningof thewar 31° Porterindelibly links Miranda’s illnesswith
thelargereventsof the First World War, therebycastingMiranda’s illnessas‘“symbolic
of the spiritualmalaiseof the twentiethcenturythat nurturedcatastrophievorld wars.”31!
Like thewar, Miranda’s illnessconcludesvith Armistice Day3'?

Onthe oppositeendof the spectrum;Thucydide$ work is predominantly
concernedvith the eventsof the PeloponnesiakiVar. For Thucydidesthe plagueis a part
of alargernarrative;for Porter,the SpanistFlu is the narrative.In bothworksthe
relationshipbetweemestilenceandwarfareservedo reinforcethe severityof both and
both ThucydidesandPorterareableto connectheir respectiveplagueto alarger
narrativepredominatedby war in collectivememory.By examiningthe militaristic
languagen Thucydides’ plagueepisode] considerin this sectionhow Thucydidesnay
haveshockedhereaderby integratingmilitaristic languageanto his accountof the
Athenianplague.

As mentionedn Chapter2, “Unsettlingthe Reader,” Thucydidesdeploys
militaristic languagehroughouthe plagueepisodeo describehearrival of theplague.
Perhapghe strongesexampleof the connectionThucydidesdrawsbetweerwar and
pestilencas his useof the phraseino tob kokod vikduevor (2.47.3)andits variantvmo
10D ToAAOD KakoD vikdpevor (2.51.5).As | establishedn Chapter2, the passiveform of
vikdm combinedwith vo 100 kakod in thegenitivecasepersonifiegheplagueitself as

the vanquishenf theill. 3*2 Furthermorethe useof émnintev, éonintey, vikdv, and

310 Porter(1939)286: While shedressedhetried to tracetheinsidiouscareerof herheadache,
andit seemedeasonabléo supposet hadstartedwith thewar.

311Unrue(1988)111.

312 Schwartz(1960).Cf. Unrue(1988)111,n. 4.

$131.SJ,s.v. “vikdo;” Smyth,s.v. “Omd,” n. 1, 387.
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Euvaipelv throughoutThucydides’ accounisuggesthatthe plaguebefell the Athenians
like a military attack®'#andthelist of sufferingsin 1.23concludeswith Evvenédeto
(combinedin attacking)3'® While Thucydides’ militaristic languagedoesindeedserveto
reinforcethe connectiorbetweerpestilenceandwarfarewhile alsodisquietingthe
readerthereis anadditionalbenefitto this technique By describingthe Atheniansas
havingbeenvanquishedvikopevor) by thediseaseherendergheir deathsasatthe
handsof aneneny.

| suggesthatThucydide$ useof militaristic languagen his descriptionof the
plaguehasthe effectof disquietng thereaderHis commenthatsomeAtheniansinitially
believedtheyhadbeenpoisonedoy Peloponnesianamperingwith the cisternsreminds
theaudienceof the climateof suspicionin Athensduring thewar 316 Throughhis useof
militaristic languageandthe Athenians initial suspiciorthattheyhadbeenpoisoned
deployedearlyonin his account,Thucydidesseamlesslplendsthe anxietiesof military
attackwith the onsetof the diseasdo establisha climatein Athensthatwaspervadedy
fear of beingvanquishedvhetherby the Peloponnesian®r pestilenceBellemoreand
Planthavearguedthat Thucydidesusesthe plagueepisodeasa meanshy whichto
emphasizéehe severityof the Peloponnesiakvar 31’ While BellemoreandPlantattempt
to limit theimpactof theplagueepisodeto anallegoricalnarrative,| arguethatthe
interconnectedness the plagueepisodeandthe largerconflict servego unsettleand,at

times,evenshockthereader. As Parryhasnoted,the plagueepisodds a “paralogon

314 Parry(1969)116. For furtherdiscussiorof Thucydides’ useof militaristic languagen the
plagueepisodeandtherelationshipbetweempestilenceandwarfare,see“Pestilence in Wartime”
3151 SJ swv. “ovvemtinu,” n. Il.

316 Thuc.2.48.2.

817 BellemoreandPlant(1994)401.
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beyondall others,andessentiallypartof thewar. It representshe mostviolentincursion
of the superhumamndincalculableinto the plansandconstructionof men?’318

The juxtapositionof the plague whosedestructiorhasalreadybeenalludedto in
2.23,with Pericles’ FuneralOrationmakesfor a grim comparisonlmmediatelyafterthe
Athenianswho haddiedin battlereceivedtheir funeralrites Thucydidedransitionsto the
plaguevictims, for whomno equivalento thelogoi epitaphioiexisted.The neglectful
andhaphazardlisposalbf the corpsesn 2.52musthavecomeasa shock,particularly
giventhe Athenianadherencéo customonly recentlyarticulatedby Pericles’'® The
honourof themilitary deathwhichreceiveghe public funeralis starklycontrastedy the
diseaseavhich conquerdndividualswith no particularorder.l suggesthat Thucydides
soughtto highlight the neglectof the plaguevictims throughhis accountand,by
speakingof their deathan termsof a military defeat,to link their otherwisesenseless
deathswith the largerPeloponnesialVar. Eventhoughtheydid notreceivepublic
funeralritesalongsidethe Athenianwar dead,in Thucydides’ narrativethe plague
victims arecastasthe defeatedn anothertheatreof war. Nor did theyfacea fainthearted

enemy butrather,the causeof the greatessuffering (raffuara) duringthoseyears3?°

Conclusion
It is clearthatmemorializationis anintegralelementof historiographyandthat
theancienthistorianswerecognizantof this effect. By memorializingthe plagueepisode,

Thucydidesvasableto simultaneouslylocumenthe eventwhile alsocreatingwhat

318 Parry(1969)116.
319Thuc.2.37.3
820Thuc.1.23.
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Assmarrefersto asa “figure of memory”3?1—ahistoriographicahccountwhose
narrativecould betransmittedandsubsunedinto Atheniancollectivememory.

It is all themorenecessaryo examineThucydides’ accouniof the plaguefor its
memorializingaspecgiventhesilenceregardingthe plaguein Athenianpublic discourse
following the eradicatiorof the diseaseWhile therewasno equivalento thelogoi
epitaphioifor plaguevictims, | arguethat Thucydides’ accountimbuedwith emotional
realismandvivid description offeredanevendeeperengagemenwith thetraumathan
thelogoi epitaphioiwereequippedo dealwith. The simplified narrativedraditionally
offeredby funeralorationsoffer a “truncated form of mourning”3?2which prioritizes
narrativeover individualismanddoes not promotesocialre-engagemenutsidethe
orthodoxy.Thesenarrativeswhile they mayprovidecomfortin theshortterm,
ultimatelysacrificea deeperengagementith the traumaticlossincurred.Thucydides’
narrativeoffersa muchdeeperengagementandthereforeanawarenessf therole of
traumaandtraumarecoveryin historiographicaharrativesallowsfor adeeper
appreciatiorof Thucydides’ renderingof the pandemidnto aesthetidormsaswell asthe
significanceof his accountfor traumarecovey.

Throughhis engagementith alongstandingraditionin Greekliteratureof
convergingdisastergiuringtimesof warfare, Thucydidesngagesvith this storypattern
to portraythe Atheniansufferingincurredduringthe plagueasthe singlegreatest
cdamity duringatime whencalamitieswerethe mostfrequentandsevereThus,
Thucydides’ emphasion Atheniansufferingis not only for rhetoricaleffectbutis an

integralfeatureof his account.

321 Assman(1995)129.
322 Schick(2011) 18431844
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Like KatherineAnnePorter’s portrayalof the Spanish-lu pandemic,Thucydides
portraysthe Athenianplagueasanintegralpartof thewartimeexperiencelespitethe
absencef the plaguefrom Athenianwar memorialsandpublic commemorationl
suggesthatThucydides’ useof militaristic languagewith respecto the plagueandthe
deathst incurredfunctionedto weavetogetherthe destructiorof plagueandwar. This
techniguecombinedwith his juxtapositionof the plaguewith Pericles’ speectfurther
emphasizedhe lack of funeralrites providedto the plaguevictims.| contendthatby
weavingtogetherin the plagueepisodethe languageof warfare with the subjectof
pestilencel hucydidegustifiestheremembrancef plaguevictims aspartof thelarger
Peloponnesiamvar.

Throughhis descriptivehistoriographicabccountof the plagueThucydides
providedplaguevictims with aliterary monumentindhe ensureda placefor the
Athenianplaguein Atheniancollectivememory.This featis all the moreimpressive
giventhefactthatasrecentlyasthe ealy 20" centurycontemporaryVwW!| historians

would fail to adequatehaddressheimpactof pestilencan their accountof WWI.
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Conclusion

Theinitial outbreakof the Athenianplagueoccurredin 429430 BCE andkilled
from a quarterto a third of the Athenian population3?® The devastatiorof the plagueis
capturedby Thucydideswho confineshis vivid accounto oneemblematiepisode,
offering his readersanintenselyemotionalexperienceThe plagueepisodds frequently
consideredor its relevanceo medicalknowledge seekingeitherto retrospectively
identify thediseasewhich has—until recently—provento beanimpossibletask or in an
attemptto discernthe natureof therelationshipbetweenThucydidesandtheworks of the
medicalauthors.This episodehasalsobeenviewedasthe productof rhetorical
elaborationnotablyby ParryandWoodman. arguethattraumatheoryoffersanother
promisingapproacto the plagueepisodeBy acceptinghis episodeasanexampleof
memorializationthe narrativecanbe approachedsanaesthetieenderingof a traumatic
eventandthereforeasa sourceof reflectionandcoheson for traumatizedAthenians.

As hasbeendemonstratetdy thework of David KonstanandPeterMeineck,
combattraumawaspresenin theancientworld, andthe applicationof moderntrauma
theorycanindeedprovidefruitful readingsof ancienttexts.Giventhe obviouspresence
of combattraumain AncientGreeksociety,the studyof otherforms of traumain the
ancientworld is notunwarrantedSincepandemicandepidemicsarenow consideredy
psychologistdo be sourcef collectivetraumai,it is justified to view Thucydides’
accountf the plaguethroughthe lensof traumatheory Modernscholarsvhodenounce
the presencef traumain theancientworld asmereanachronisnilatantlydisregard

ancientevidenceor behaviornow understoodo beindicativeof trauma.

323 Mitchell-Boyask(2008) 1. Thisis a somewhatonservativeestimateasMikalson putsthe
deathtoll closerto onethird. Mikalson (2009)326.
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| havearguedthatin his accountof the Athenianplague, Thucydides renderghe
story of the pandemidnto anaesthetidorm by combiningelementf personaharrative,
literature,andhistory. Theresultwasa form of collectivememorializatiorwhich
simultaneouslygapturedvivid imagesof theplague’s destructiorandallowedfor the
transmissiorof the eventto youngergenerations

By approachinghe plagueepisodethroughthe lensof collectivetraumaand
traumarecovery,Thucydides’ useof évapyeio maybeunderstoodhot just asa literary
tool of the ancienthistorianto entertairhis audiencebut alsoas a meandy whichto
encourage limited engagemenwith traumaticnemory.The effectivenes®f
Thucydides’ narrativeto engagehereademwaslikely amplified by theabsencef the
plaguefrom extantfuneralorationsandmemorializationAs Mitchell-Boyask’s study
demonstratesghis silenceregardingtherecentplagueis manifestin Atheniandramaasan
outrightavoidanceAs | havesuggestedhis avoidancecanbe counterproductivéo the
working-throughprocessasarticulationis a key stepin the processof working-through
trauma.

Comparativeevidencerom the 1918Spanishlu pandemicsuggestshatthe
apprehensiotowardsthearticulationof the eventis perhapsappropriategivenits
magnitudeWhile anindividualmighttakepartin a catharticunburdeningo a
sympathetichird party, this processs muchmoreproblematiovhenthetraumais
experiencednamassscale.As David A. Davis hasarguedusingthework of Spanish
Flu survivorKatherineAnne Porter therelativeabsencef the Spanishlu from literary
discoursecontributeso herwork’s literary importanceasit servego bridgethegap

betweemmemoryandhistoryanddocunentsa personalecordof the eventwhile
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providingthereademwith a limited, simulatedengagemenvith the traumaticevent.
Davis furthersuggestshatthis emotiveapproachmayin fact bethe mosteffectivemeans
by which to communicatesucha historical narrative.l haveshownthatThucydides’
accountservesasimilar function,ashis skills asa critical historianandanemotive
literary artistconvergen the plagueepisodeto offer his audiencea vivid, emotional
descriptionof theevent.By alternding perspectives the episodeto conveya variety of
experiencesluringthe plague,Thucydidesalsocaptureseverakcenariosvhich have
beenidentified astraumaticeventsor stressorgor the survivors Theseinclude:the
neglectof thosewho cannotcarefor themselvesseriousillnessespandemicand
epidemicssudderossof loved ones withessingdeathor injury, anda sudderchangeor
breakdowrof rules,expectationspr socialnorms$?4 His vivid descriptionnot only
documentgheseoccurrencedut alsoallows his readerdo engagewith traumain a
limited way. This limited engagemenfacilitateshealingandencouragesdialogueamong
survivors,while shapingandpreservinga collectivememoryof the traumawhich canin
turn counteracthe isolationcausedy the event.

By approachinglhucydides’ plagueepisodewith anawarenessf moderntrauma
theoryandwith Davis’ readingof KatherineAnnePorter’s experienceof the Spanishlu
outbreakin mind, we maybeginto understandherole of narrativizdion in the aftermath
of pestilenceandto accountfor the absencef plaguein Athenianpublic discourse.
Thucydidegespondedo thatabsencdy committinga variety of Athenianexperiences
of the plagueto a transmittablenarrativeform capableof beingsubsumednto Athenian

collectivememory.Furthermorethe empathetiainsettlemenbfferedby sucha nuanced

324Yoder (2005 15-16.
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andemotionallyevocativehistoricalaccounts capableof counteradng theisolation
characteristiof the aftermathof traumaandallows for thetransmissiorof the event32°
By examiningthe plagueepisodehroughthe lensof traumatheorywe inevitably view
Thucydidesn two ways:asthecritical reporterandastheliterary artist. His excellence
in bothrolesis demonstratetdy his analyic recordof eventsandtheir simultaneous
presentationn anemotiveandimaginativeway. Only by takinginto accounthe
traumaticeffectsof pestilenceandthe importanceof narrativizationin traumarecovery

canwe beginto fully graspthegravity andsignificanceof Thucydides’ plagueepisode.

325 aCapra(2014)40-42.



11C

Bibliography

AssmanAleida. “History andMemory.” In InternationalEncyclopediaof the Social
& BehavioralSciencesl® edition.Editedby Neil J. SmelseandPaulB. Baltes.
New York: Elsevier,2001.

Assmann,Jan,andJohnCzaplicka.“CollectiveMemoryandCultural Identity.” New
GermanCritique, no. 65 (1995):125133.

Assmann,Jan Mosesthe Egyptian: TheMemoryof Egyptin WesterrMonotheism
Cambridge CambridgeJUniversity Press,1997.

Azoulay, Vincent.Periclesof Athens PrincetonNJ: PrincetonUniversity Press2010.

Babbitt,FrankCole,ed.& trans.P | u t aMomlia.0/elume4. CambridgeMA:
HarvardUniversity Press1936.

Bal, Meike, JonatharCrewandLeo Spitzer,eds.Actsof Memory:Cultural Recallin the
PresentHanover NH: UP of New England 1998.

Balot, RyanK., SaraForsdyke andEdith Foster,eds.TheOxford Handbookof
ThucydidesOxford: Oxford University Press2017.

BaziotopoulodValavani,E. “A MassBurial from the Cemeteryof Kerameikos’ In
ExcavatingClassicalCulture: RecentArchaeologicaDiscoveriesn Greece
Studiesan ClassicalArchaeologyi. Editedby M. Stamatopouloand
M.Yeroulanoy 187-201.Oxford: Oxford University Press 2002

Beiner,Guy, PatriciaMarsh,andlda Milne. “Greatest Killer of the TwentiethCentury:
TheGreatFlu of 191819.” History Ireland 17, no. 2 (2009):40-43.

Beiner,Guy. “Outin the Cold andBack: New-Foundinterestin the GreatFlu.” The
Journalof the SocialHistory Society CulturalandSocialHistory 3, no.4 (2006):
496-505.

Bellemore Janeandlan M. Plant “ThucydidesRhetoricandPlaguein Athens.”
Athenaeun82(1994):385401.

Bosworth,A. B. “The Historical Contextof Thucydides’ FuneralOration.” TheJournal
of Hellenic Studiesl 20(2000):1-16.

Brison,Susan:‘TraumaNarrativesandthe Remakingof the Self” In Actsof Memory:
Cultural Recallin the Present Editedby Meike Bal, JonatharCrewandLeo
Spitzer,39-54. Hanover NH: UP of New England 1998.



111

Bruzzone Rachel.“Polemos PathemataandPlague Thucydides’ Narrativeandthe
Traditionof Upheaval’ Greek,Romanand ByzantineStudiesb4, no. 4 (January
2017):882-9009.

——. “Thucydides’ GreatHarbourBattle asLiterary Tomb.” AmericanJournal of
Philology, 139,n0.4 (2018):577-604.

Byerly, CarolR. Feverof War: ThelnfluenzaEpidemicin theU.S.Armyduring World
Warl. New York: New York UP, 2005.

Carter,J.B., andS.P. Morris, eds.TheAgesof Homer. Austin: University of TexasPress,
1995.

Caruth,Cathy.UnclaimedExperienceTrauma,Narrative,and History. 2" edition.
Baltimore,MD: JohnsHopkinsUniversityPress2016.

Chaniotis,Angelos “Empathy, EmotionalDisplay, Theatricality,andlllusion in
HellenisticHistoriography.” In Unveiling Emotionsll. Edited by Angelos
ChaniotisandPierreDucrey,53-84. Stuttgart:Steiner,2013.

Chaniotis,AngelosandPierreDucrey.Unveiling Emotionsll: Emotionsin Greeceand
Rome:Texts ImagesMaterial Culture.Vol. 55. Stuttgart:FranzSteinerVerlag,
2013.

Cheatham@George‘Death andRepetitionin Porter’s MirandaStories.” American
Literature61(1989):610-624.

Ciuba,GaryM. “One SingerLeft to Mourn: DeathandDiscoursen Porter’s ‘Pale
Horse,PaleRider.”” SouthAtlantic Reviewo1 (1996) 55-76.

Collier, Richard.ThePlagueof the SpanishLady. London:Macmillan,1974.

Crowley,Jason“Beyond the UniversalSoldier” In CombatTraumaandthe Ancient
Greeks Edited by PeterMeineckandDavid Konstan,105130.New York:
PalgraveMacmillan,2014.

DarianSmith, KateandPaulaHamilton,eds.Memoryand History in TwentiethCentury
Australia Oxford: Oxford UniversityPress1994.

Davis,David A. “The ForgottenApocalypseKatherineAnnePorter's'PaleHorse,Pale
Rider," TraumaticMemory,andthe InfluenzaPandemiof 1918.” TheSouthern
Literary Journal43,no.2 (2011):55-74.



112

De Jonge CaspelC. “Dionysius of Halicarnassusn Thucydides.” In TheOxford
Handbookof ThucydidesEdited by RyanK. Balot, SaraForsdyke andEdith
Foster,641-658. Oxford: Oxford University Press2017.

Demont,Paul.“The Cause®f the AthenianPlagueand Thucydides.” In Thucydides
BetweerHistory andLiterature Editedby Antonis TsakmakisandMelina
Tamiolaki, 73-87.Berlin: de Gruyter,2013.

DurackD. T., R. J.Littman, R. M. Benitez,andP.A. Mackowiak.“HellenicHolocausta
Historical Clinico-pathologicConferencé’. AmericanJournal of Medicine109
(2000} 391-397.

Echterhoff,Gerald.“Language andMemory: SocialandCognitiveProcesses.” In
Cultural MemoryStudiesAn Internationaland InterdisciplinaryHandbook
Editedby Astrid Erll andAnsgarNuiining, 263-74.Vol. 8. Berlin: de Gruyter,
2008.

Erll, Astrid, AnsgarNuiining, andSaraB. Young. Cultural MemoryStudies:An
Internationaland InterdisciplinaryHandbookVol. 8. Berlin: de Gruyter,2008.

Erskine,Andrew,ed.A Companiorto AncientHistory. Malden,MA: Wiley-Blackwell,
2009.

Felman,ShoshanaandDori Laub. TestimonyCrisesof Witnessingn Literature,
PsychoanalysiandHistory. FlorenceTaylor andFrancis,2013.

FentressJamesandChris Wickham.SocialMemory Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1992.

FornaraC.W. TheNatureof History in AncientGreeceand Rome Berkeley Los
AngelesandLondon 1983.

FunkensteinAmos.“CollectiveMemoryandHistorical ConsciousnessHistory and
Memoryl, no.1 (1989):5-26.

GiesenBernard.“Socialtrauma” In ThelnternationalEncyclopediaf the Socialand
BehavioralSciences1® edtion. Editedby N. J. Smelsertal, 1447314476.
Cambridge CambridgeJniversity Press2001.

Givner,Joan KatherineAnnePorter: A Life. New York: Simon& Schuster1982.

Godley,A.D., ed.& trans.Herodotus Cambridge HarvardUniversity Press1920.

Goldhill, Simon.TheP o e Yo&es Essayson Poeticsand GreekLiterature Cambridge:
CambridgeUniversityPress1991.



11¢

Gomme Arnold W. A Historical Commentaryn ThucydidesVol. Il. TheTenYears'
War. Oxford: ClarendorPress;1956.

GravesCharleslnvasionby Virus: Canit HappenAgain?London:lcon Books,1969.

HermanJudithLewis. Traumaand RecoveryRevisededtion. New York: BasicBooks,
1997.

Hoffman,G. “Le Lit Vide desFunéraillesCiviquesAthénienne$ Metis9 (2011)
51-67.

Holladay,A. J.,andJ.C. F. Poole.“Thucydidesandthe Plagueof Athens” TheClassical
Quarterly29,n0.2 (1979):282-300.

——. “Thucydides andthe Plague A Footnote,” ClassicalQuarterly32, no.1 (1982)
235236,

——. “Thucydidesandthe Plague A FurtherFootnote? ClassicalQuarterly 34, no. 2
(1984):483-485.

——. “The ThucydidesSyndromeAnotherView.” NewEnglandJournal of Medicine
315(1986) 11701172.

Hornblower,Simon.A Commentaryn ThucydidesVol. 1. Oxford: Oxford
UniversityPress1997.

—— A Commentaryn ThucydidesVolume 2. Oxford: Oxford University Press2004.

HuyssenAndreas.Twilight Memories:Marking Timein a Culture of AmnesiaNew
York: Routledge 1995.

JohnsonNiall P.A.S.andJuergerMueller. “Updatingthe Accounts:GlobalMortality
of the1918-1920°Spanish InfluenzaPandemic’ Bulletin of the History of
Medicine76 (2002) 105-115.

Jowett,Benjamin,ed.& trans.Thucydided/olume 1. Oxford: ClarendorPress1881

Kallet, Lisa. “Thucydides Apollo, the Plague andthe War.” AmericanJournal of
Philology134,n0.3 (January2013):355-382.

Keyes,ClintonW., ed.& trans.CiceroOn theLaws CambridgeMA: Harvard
UniversityPress1928.

Kinzl, KonradH., ed. A Companiorto the ClassicalGreekWorld. Malden,MA: Wiley-
Blackwell, 2006.



114

Konstan,David. “Introduction.” In CombatTraumaandthe AncientGreeks Edited by
PeterMeineckandDavid Konstan,1-14. New York: PalgraveMacmillan,2014.

Kraus,ChristinaShuttleworth.TheLimits of Historiography:Genreand Narrativein
AncientHistorical Texts Vol. 191.MnemosyneSupplementd.eiden:Brill,
1999.

LaCapraDominick. Writing History, Writing Trauma 2" edition. Baltimore,MD: Johns
HopkinsUniversityPress2014.

Langmuir,AlexanderD. andC. GeorgeRay.“The ThucydidesSyndrome: Journal of
the AmericanMedical Association257,n0. 22 (Junel987):3071.

Lewis D. M. A NewAthenianDecree ZPE60 (1985) 108.
Leys,Ruth. Trauma:A GenealogyChicago:University of ChicagoPress2000.

LoewenbergPeter.“The PsychohistoricaDrigins of the Nazi Y outh Cohort” American
Historical Review,76/5(1971): 14571502

LuschnatOtto. Thukydidegler Historiker. Munich: Alfred Druckenmiller,1978.
Macleod Colin. CollectedEssaysOxford: Oxford University Press,1983

Macphail,Andrew. Official History of the CanadianForcesin the GreatWar 1914 19:
TheMedical ServicesOttawa:F.A. Acland, 1925.

Mannheim Karl, Louis Wirth, andEdwardShils.ldeologyand Utopia: An Introduction
to the Sociologyof KnowledgeNew York: Harcourt,BraceandCompany,1955.

MarchantE.C.,ed.andtrans.ThucydideBook2. London:MacmillanandCo, LTD:
1937.

Marinatos,Nanno.“ThucydidesandOracles’ TheJournalof Hellenic Studiesl 01
(1981):138-140.

Marincola,John.“Genre, ConventionandInnovationin GreceRomanHistoriography.”
In TheLimits of Historiography Editedby C.S.Kraus 281-324.Leiden Brill,
1999

Meineck,PeterandDavid Konstan,eds.CombatTraumaandthe AncientGreeks New
York: PalgraveMacmillan,2014.

Meineck,Peter “"These Are Men WhoseMinds the DeadHaveRavished"*Theater of
War/ ThePhiloctete®Project”.” Arion: A Journalof Humanitiesandthe Classics
Third Series,17,n0.1 (2009):173192.



11c

——. “Combat Traumaandthe Tragic Stage:‘Restoratiohby Cultural
Catharsis’ Intertexts16,no. 1 (2012):7-24.

Mikalson,JonD. AncientGreekReligion ChicesterUK: Wiley-Blackwell,2009.

Misztal, BarbaraA. Theoriesof SocialRememberingBuckingham:OpenUniversity
Press2003.

Mitchell-Boyask,Robin. Plagueandthe Athenianimagination:Drama, History, andthe
Cult of AsclepiusCambridgeNew York: CambridgeUniversity Press2008.

Mitchell, T. J.andG. M. Smith.Medical ServicesCasualtiesand Medical Statisticsof
theGreatWar.Vol. 326-332.London:H.M. StationeryOffice, 1931.

Morens,David M. andRobertJ. Littman. “‘ThucydidesSyndromé&” Reconsiderediew
Thoughtson the ‘Plague of Athens,”” AmericanJournalof Epidemiology140,
Issue7,no.1(19949): 621628

Morgan,ThomasE. “Plague or Poetry?Thucydidesonthe Epidemicat Athens.”
Transactionof the AmericanPhilological Association(19742014) 124(1994):
197-209.

Morley, Neville. “Thucydidesandthe Historiographyof Trauma?’ KTCMA 42 (2017):
195-206.

Neer,RichardT. GreekArt and Archaeology:A NewHistory, c. 2500c. 150BCE New
York: Thames& Hudson,2012.

Nielsen,DonaldA. “Periclesandthe Plague Civil Religion,Anomie,andInjusticein
Thucydides: Sociologyof Religion57, no. 4 (1996):397-407.

Nutkiewicz, Michael."Shame Guilt, andAnguishin HolocaustSurvivor Testimony."
Oral History Review30, no.1 (2003):1-22.

OushakineSergueiAlex. “Rememberingn Public: Onthe Affective Managemenof
History.” AbImperio2013,n0.1 (2013):269-302.

PageD. L. “Thucydides’ Descriptionof the GreatPlagueat Athens.” TheClassical
Quatrterly, 3, no.3/4 (Jul.- Oct. 1953):97-1109.

Papagrigorakidylanolis J., ChristosYapijakis, PhilipposN. SynodinosandEffie
BaziotopoulodValavani.“DNA Examinationof AncientDentalPulp
IncriminatesTyphoid Feverasa ProbableCauseof the Plagueof Athens”
InternationalJournal of InfectiousDiseased 0, no. 3 (May 2006):206-214.



11¢€

Parker Robert.Miasma:Pollution and Purification in Early GreekReligion Oxford:
ClarendorPress1983.

Parry,Adam.“The Languageof Thucydides’ Descriptionof the Plague” Bulletin of the
Instituteof ClassicalStudiesno. 16 (1969):106-118.

Pelling,C. B. R. ed.GreekTragedyandtheHistorian. New York; Oxford: Clarendon
Press1997.

Perrin,Bernadotteed. & trans.Plutarch'sLives Vol. 3. CambridgeMA: Harvard
UniversityPress1916.

Phillips, Howard.“The Re-appearingshadowof 1918: Trendsin the Historiographyof
the1918-19 InfluenzaPandemic. CanadianBulletin of MedicalHistory 21, no.
1(2004):121-134.

Porter,KatherineAnne.PaleHorse,Pale Rider: ThreeShortNovels.New York:
Harcourt,BraceandCompany, 1939

Proietti,Giorgia,andElenaFranchi,eds.Forward-lookingMemoriesin ClassicalAthers.
Trento:UniversitaDegli StudiDi Trento,2017.

Raaflaub Kurt A. “War andthe City: The Brutality of War andlIts Impactonthe
Community.” In CombatTraumaandthe AncientGreeks Edited by Peter
MeineckandDavid Konstan,15-46. New York: PalgraveMacmillan,2014.

Rawlings,Louis. “Warfare.” In A Companiorto AncientHistory. Editedby Andrew
Erskine,531-542.Malden,MA: Wiley-Blackwell,2009.

RhodesP.J. ThucydidesHistory |. Oxford: Oxford University Press2014.

RobbenAntoniusC. G. M., andMarceloM. SuarezOrozco,eds.CulturesunderSiege:
CollectiveViolenceand Trauma CambridgeMA: CambridgeJniversity Press,
2003.

RobbenAntoniusC. G. M., andMarceloM. SuarezOrozco.“Interdisciplinary
Perspectivesn ViolenceandTrauma" In CulturesunderSiege:Collective
Violenceand Trauma editedby AntoniusC. G. M. RobbenandMarceloM.
Suarez0rozco,1-42. CambridgeMA: CambridgeUniversity Press2003

RustenJ.S.,ed. ThucydidesThePeloponnesiaWar. Book2. CambridgeGreekand
Latin ClassicsCambridgeUK: CambridgeUniversityPress,1990.



Rutherford,Richard.“Tragedy andHistory.” In A Companiorto Greekand Roman
Historiography Edited by JohnMarincola,504-514.Vol. 1. Malden,MA:
Blackwell,2007.

Schick, Kate “Acting outandWorking Through:Traumaand(In)security.” Reviewof
InternationalStudies37,no.4 (2011):18371855.

Schwartz EdwardG. “The Fictionsof Memory.” SouthwesReview4d5 (1960):204-215.

SealeyRaphael:‘The Cause®f the PeloponnesiaiWar.” ClassicalPhilology 70, no. 2
(1975):89-1009.

Shay,JonathanAchillesin Vietnam:CombatTraumaandthe Undoingof Charactet
New York: Atheneum,1994.

ShearJuliaL. 2013.““Their MemoriesWill NeverGrow Old’: ThePolitics of
Remembrance the AthenianFuneralOrations2.” TheClassicalQuarterly63
(2):511-536.

SmelserNeil J.andPaulB. Baltes.InternationalEncyclopediaf the Social &
BehavioralSciencesl1s edtion. New York: Elsevier,2001.

Smith,C.F.ed.& trans.T h u ¢ y dHistaryeokthie PeloponnesiaWar. Volumel.
CambridgeMA: HarvardUniversity Press1919.

Smyth,HerbertWeir. GreekGrammar Oxford, UK: BenedictionClassics2013.
Sourvinoulnwood, Christiane“Tragedy andReligion: ConstructsandReading.” In
GreekTragedyandtheHistorian. Editedby C. B. R. Pelling,161-86. New York;
Oxford: ClarendorPress,1997.
——. Tragedyand AthenianReligion Oxford: LexingtonBooks,2003.
Stan®ury-O’Donnell, M. D. “Reading PictorialNarrative:The Law CourtScene
of the Shieldof Achilles.” In TheAgesof Homer, edited by J.B. CarterandS.P.
Morris, 315-334. Austin: University of TexasPress1995.

Stathakopoulof)ionysios.“The JustinianicPlagueRevisited” Byzantineand Modern
GreekStudie24, no.1 (2000: 255276.

SteinbockBernd.SocialMemoryin AthenianPublic Discourse:Usesand Meaningsof
thePast Ann Arbor, MI: University of MichiganPress2013.



11€

— “TheContestedMemory of Nicias After the Sicilian Expedition”” In Conflictin
CommunitiesForward-lookingMemoriesin ClassicalAthens Editedby Giorgia
ProiettiandElenaFranch, 109-170. Trento:UniversitaDegli StudiDi Trento,
2017.

Stephensgr.R.andL.J. Fatoohi “The EclipsesRecordedy Thucydides’ Historia 50
(2001) 245-253

Stout,JanisP. KatherineAnnePorter: A Sensef the Times Charlottesville University
of Virginia Press,1995.

Strasburgertdermann:“Thukydidesunddie politischeSebstdarstellunder
Athener.” Hermes36 (1958):17-40.

Taksa,Lucy. “The MaskedDiseaseOral History, Memoryandthe InfluenzaPandemic
191819.” In MemoryandHistory in TwentiethiCenturyAustralia Editedby Kate
DarianSmithandPaulaHamilton 77-91. Oxford: Oxford UniversityPress1994

ThomasRosalind Oral Tradition and Written Recordin ClassicalAthens Cambridge,
New York, 1989

Tritle, LawrenceA. From Melosto My Lai: War and Survival London:Routledge2000.

———. ““RavishedMinds” in the AncientWorld.” In CombatTraumaandthe Ancient
Greeks Edited by PeterMeineckandDavid Konstan,87-104. New York:
PalgraveMacmillan,2014.

Tsakmakis Antonis,andMelina Tamiolaki,eds.ThucydideBetweerHistory and
Literature Berlin: De Gruyter,2013.

Unrue,DarleneHarbour.Understanding<atherineAnnePorter. Columbia,SC:
University of SouthCarolinaPress1988.

Webb,Ruth.Ekphrasis Imaginationand Persuasiorin AncientRhetoricalTheoryand
Practice.Burlington,VT.: AshgatePress2009.

WeidauerKlaus. ThukydidedJnd Die HippokratischerSchriften:Der EinflussDer
MedizinAuf ZielsetzundJnd Darstellungsweis®es Geschichtswerks
Heidelberg:C. Winter, 1954.

Welwei, Karl-Wilhelm. “The PeloponnesialVar andits Aftermath.” In A Companiorto
the ClassicalGreekWorld. Editedby KonradH. Kinzl, 526:543.Malden,MA:
Wiley-Blackwell, 2006.



11¢€

Winter,J. M. andEmmanueBivan.“Setting the Framework.” In War and Remembrance
in the TwentiethCentury Vol. 5. New York; CambridgeJ.K: Cambridge
University Press1999.

Wood,Nancy.Vectorsof Memory:Legaciesof Traumain PostwarEurope New York:
Berg,1999.

WoodmanA. J. Rhetoricin ClassicalHistoriography:Four StudiesPortland OR:
Routledge,1988.

Woodruff, Paul “Performing Memory:In theMind andon the Public Stage” In Combat
Traumaandthe AncientGreeks editedby PeterMeineckandDavid Konstan,
287-300. New York: PalgraveMacmillan,2014.

Yaeger Patricia.“Consuminglrauma;or, The Pleasuresf Merely Circulating.” In
Extremities:Trauma,Testimonyand Communityeditedby NancyK. Miller and
JasonTougaw,25-51. Urbana:University of Illinois, 2002.

Yoder,Carolyn.ThelLittle Bookof TraumaHealing: WhenViolenceStrikesand
CommunitySecurityis ThreatenedintercoursePA: GoodBooks,2005.

Zerubavel E. SocialMindscape:An Invitation to CognitiveSociology CambridgeMA:
CambridgeUniversity Press,1997.



12C

Appendix A

=4 e ——
T 005 1015 20 0M

Figure 1 Plan of the mass burial in Kerameikos (Reprinted
with permission from Baziotopoulou-Valavani E. A Mass Burial
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