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Appendix A: Western Ethics Approval Notice
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Appendix B: Semi-Structured Interview Questions Inviting the Participant

Teachers’ Stories of a Pedagogy of Multiliteracies in Class
Part I: Description of the Participant

Participant ID: Date & Device of Interview:

Place of Interview: Duration of Interview:

Part II: Interview Questions

A narrative interview is more like a dialogic interaction in which both the interviewee
and the researcher are narrators with stories to tell and voice by themselves. The dialogue
will come out naturally from sharing of experiences. The interview starts from broad,
general questions to invite participants to talk about their experiences. For example:

1. Thank you for taking the time to talk to me about your lesson. Tell me how the
lesson unfolded from your perspective.

Then more questions come out of the process of telling teaching stories, like
2. What was it like to adopt a multiliteracies pedagogy in this lesson?

3. Was this the first time you used [video/audio/pictures] in the classroom in this
way? What was that like?

3. What do you think of the activity that invited the students to use gestures to tell
what they thought of this text?

4. In what ways did the students experience the story when they were creating a
new story and act it out?

5. Tell me about the decisions you made in terms of providing the various modes
for students to represent what they had learned in this text?

6. How has this pedagogy informed your previous understanding of teaching and
learning?

7. What is it about Multiliteracies pedagogy that excites you? Scares you? Makes
you feel constrained when you practice it in teaching?

8. Overall, how did this different approach to teaching make you feel while you
were teaching?



287

Appendices

Appendix C: Research on a Pedagogy of Multiliteracies Blurb (for XXX District)

Faculty of Education
Western University
Ontario, Canada (Postal Code)

(Date)

XXX (Administrator)

Dean

Management Center of XXX School District,
XXX District, Beijing, China (Postal Code)

Dear XXX:

My name is Lin Sun and I am a second-year PhD student in curriculum studies in Faculty
of Education, Western University in London, Canada. I am writing to tell you about a
research project that I am in the process of planning for my doctoral studies. I am
planning to conduct research on the topic of English teachers’ lived experiences of
enacting a pedagogy of multiliteracies in primary English classrooms in China. [ am in
the process of applying for institutional Research Ethics Board (REB) approval, and [ am
writing to learn whether your district can be confirmed as one of the sites where I can
receive permission to conduct my research.

As we are becoming more and more aware, the English literacy world in the 21 century
has changed dramatically as a result of the prevalence of new multimedia technologies
and increasingly globalization. A pedagogy of multiliteracies embraces these changes and
offers practical and applicable frameworks to address them in classrooms. There is a
great deal of empirical evidence in global practice using this framework. Based on more
than twenty-year of experience in curriculum studies and teacher education in primary
English education in Beijing, China, I believe what a pedagogy of multiliteracies assumes
and advocates will inspire Chinese English teachers with new ideas for English teaching
and learning.

This study invites primary English teachers to enact a pedagogy of multiliteracies in
class. It expects to: (1) increase teachers’ awareness that English literacy teaching and
learning cannot be detached from the sociocultural contexts but closely connected with
everyday lifeworld; (2) encourage teachers to reexamine their previous perspectives of
English teaching and learning with a vision of success for all the learners and explore the
ways of cultivating individual learner into a person with multiple literacy competences,
particularly a person with a repertoire of knowledge and skills to read and write
multimodal texts, critical thinking abilities, and effective collaborative skills and a person
who can participate fully into the working, community, and private lifeworlds in 21st
century; (3) assist teachers to construct a new ideology and practical knowledge of
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English teaching and learning through implementing a pedagogy of multiliteracies in
classroom and adjust their literacy teaching practices to suit the requirements of 21%
century on English literacy education.

The activities that participating districts would be involved in are outlined as follows:

1. With your permission, and following REB approval, provide you with a poster
(attached) advertising two free workshops (3 hours each) that I will provide to
interested teachers in your district, at a site identified by you, to introduce them
to multiliteracies pedagogies.

2. On the last day of the workshop, I will introduce them to my study, and will have
letters of information and consent forms on hand to distribute to participants,
seeking an opportunity to follow them into their classroom over a period of three
months.

3. Teachers who volunteer to participate in the study can expect to be involved in
the following ways:

o Keeping a reflective journal over a period of 12 weeks (estimated /2 hour
per week)

o Permitting the researcher to observe two 45 minute lessons per week;

o Engaging in follow up interviews about those lessons of no more than 1
hour each;

o Participating in four focus-group sessions over the three—month period
lasting up to 2 hours each.

In addition, I would seek permission to collect artifacts (or copies) of teaching and
student work that reflect products of multiliteracies pedagogies. I will seek permission
from the parents in those classrooms of teachers who volunteer to participate. My focus
will be on the teachers however, and I will not be interviewing or observing students
directly.

I would be happy to provide further information and would welcome an opportunity to
conduct a follow up workshop for your district’s teachers at the end of the study to share
what I have learned through this research.

If you need any further information or explanation about this study, please feel free to ask
me directly either through email XXX or Wechat ID XXX. I would appreciate your
support and approval of conducting this study in your district.

Sincerely,

[Signature]
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Appendix D: General Topics of Workshops
The first Workshop

1. Theoretical Perspectives of Literacy
a. Behavioral perspective

b. Semiotic and multiliteracies perspective
c. Cognitive perspective

d. Sociocultural perspective

e. Critical and feminist perspective

How Do Children Gain Essential Literacy Skills?
f. Psycholinguistic perspectives
g. Social practice perspectives

2. New Learning Environment
h. Children in new millennium experience
i.  21% century children’s literature

3. Multimodality of Meaning Making
j- Shifts from a literacy world to a multiliteracies world
k. Types of literacy (mind map activity)
. Multimodality in literacy teaching and learning (a fishbowl conversation)

4. Characteristics of Multiliteracies Curriculum

The Second Workshop

5. Being Literate in the 21st Century
(video study, ref. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wn0_H-kvxkU)

6. Multiliteracies and A Pedagogy of Multiliteracies

m. The core ideas
(video study, ref. http://newlearningonline.com/multiliteracies/videos)

n. Models of multiliteracies pedagogy

o. Learning By Design
(video study, ref. http://newlearningonline.com/learning-by-
design/pedagogy)

p. Assessment from multiliteracies perspective

7. Implications for English teaching and learning

q- Notions of a multiliterate person

r. Students as Designers
(video study, ref. http://newlearningonline.com/learning-by-
design/pedagogy)

s. Teachers as Designers
(video study, ref. http://newlearningonline.com/learning-by-
design/pedagogy)
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Appendix E: Poster of Workshops

WORKSHOPS ON THE TOPIC OF MULTILITERACIES PEDAGOGIES

I am looking for volunteers to attend workshops on a pedagogy of multiliteracies in
primary English teaching who meet the following criteria:
a primary English teacher;

working in a public primary school

If you are interested, you would be invited to participate in two workshops (3 hours each)

on the topic of multiliteracies pedagogies.

The aims of the workshops are to: (1) have a full understanding of the changing literacy
world; (2) reconsider what literacy pedagogy is meaningful and significant in this
increasingly diverse literacy world; (3) fully recognize the importance of a pedagogy of
multiliteracies; and (4) understand the meaning of multiliteracies and the model of

Learning by Design.

For more information about the workshops, please contact:
Lin Sun
Faculty of Education,

Western University
Cell phone: XXX (China)
Cell phone: XXX (Canada)

Email: XXX
WeChat ID: XXX



2901

Appendices
Appendix F: Poster of Recruitment

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPANTS NEEDED FOR
RESEARCH IN “A CRITICAL NARRATIVE INQUIRY OF
ENGLISH TEACHERS’ EXPERIENCES OF ENACTING A

PEDAGOGY OF MULTILITERACIES IN CHINA”

I am looking for volunteers to take part in a study of English teachers’ experiences of
implementing a pedagogy of multiliteracies in primary English teaching who meet the
following criteria:

a primary English teacher;

working in a public primary school

If you are interested and agree to participate you would be asked to: practice a pedagogy

of multiliteracies in regular English classes for three months in regular English classes.

Your participation would involve 2 workshops (3 hours each, completed), 4 focus-group
sessions (2 hours each), 12 reflective journals (estimated 2 hour per week), 24 lessons (2

lessons per week), and a follow-up interview (up to 1 hour each) after these lessons.

This is voluntary research on the topic of a pedagogy of multiliteracies, free of charge.
For more information about this study, or to volunteer for this study,

please contact:

Lin Sun
Faculty of Education,
Western University
Cell phone: XXX (China)
Cell phone: XXX (Canada)
Email: XXX
WeChat ID: XXX
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Appendix G: Letter of Information and Consent (for Participant Teachers)
Project Title:
A Critical Narrative Inquiry of English Teachers’ Experiences of Enacting a Pedagogy of
Multiliteracies in China
Document Title:
Consent Letter — Teacher
Principal Investigator:
Kathryn Hibbert, PhD, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX
Additional Research Staff:
Lin Sun, PhD student, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX

Letter of Information

My name is Lin Sun, and [ am a PhD Candidate in Curriculum Studies at the Faculty
of Education, Western University, London Canada. Working with my Supervisor, Dr.
Hibbert, I have designed a research study to better understand the introduction and
implementation of a new way of thinking about teaching and learning in our English
as a Foreign Language classes.

1. Invitation to Participate
You are invited to participate in this research study. The study is interested in
learning from English teacher’s experiences with a new approach to teaching known
as a “pedagogy of multiliteracies.” You have been invited to participate in this
research because you have attended the workshops on multiliteracies pedagogy.
The purpose of this letter is to provide you with information required for you to make
an informed decision about participation in this research.

2. Purpose of this Study
The purpose of this study is to investigate in what ways primary English teachers in
China come to understand and enact a pedagogy of multiliteracies in the classroom
and to document the things that influence teachers’ pedagogical pedagogical beliefs

and practices.



293

3. Length of the Study
I would like to engage participants over a three-month period. Participants will be
involved in the following ways: (1) permitting the researcher to observe two 45
minute lessons per week; (2) engaging in interviews following those lessons of no
more than 1 hour each; (3) participating in four focus-group sessions over the three
months lasting up to 2 hours each, and (4) keeping a reflective journal over a period
of 12 weeks (estimated /2 hour per week).

4. Study Procedures
During the three-month time frame, and following the workshops on Multiliteracies
Pedagogies, you will be asked to try out your new learning in your regular English
classes. Two 45 minutes’ lessons per week will be observed and videotaped followed
by an audiotaped face-to-face interview or virtual web chat (at the request of the
participants). The video/audio recording is mandatory for participation. You will keep
track of your thoughts about your experiences by keeping a weekly journal. From
time to time, I will bring participants together in audio-recorded focus group sessions
where we will collectively share our experiences.
I will also be keeping a journal and documenting samples of teaching materials,
strategies and samples of students’ work from those lessons. When I have conducted
a preliminary analysis of what I am learning, I will share them with you. You can
check the accuracy and wholeness of my description and interpretation, as well as
contribute your own interpretations, ideas, comments, or reflections.
Inclusion Criteria
I will purposefully select a representative sample from all teachers who participate in
the workshops in the selected Districts, who teach English. I will choose a
representation from schools ranked as “good” better and best, and for those who are
at different levels of experience (e.g., novice, mid career, experienced).
Potential Risks and Harms
There are no known or anticipated risks or discomforts associated with participating

in this study.
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5. Potential Benefits
The possible benefits to you may be learning about multiliteracies and a pedagogy of
multiliteracies which you may have never heard of or tried in classroom. The
experiences may inspire you to view English literacy education from a sociocultural
perspective and raise the awareness of 21st century literacy education. The possible
benefits to society may be found in the ways that teachers cultivate students’
multiliteracies competence in EFL context, and inform curriculum specialists, policy
makers, and school administrators about a new literacy pedagogy.

6. Voluntary Participation
Participation in the study is voluntary. You may refuse to participate, refuse to answer
questions or withdraw from the study at any time with no effect on your future
employment.
If you decide to withdraw from the study and you wish to have your data removed,
please let the researcher know; otherwise, the information that was collected prior to
you leaving the study will still be used. No new information will be collected without
your permission.

7. Confidentiality
All data collected will remain confidential and accessible only to the investigators of
this study. They will be stored in a password-protected university workstation behind
institutional firewalls for a minimum of 5 years.
Representatives of The University of Western Ontario Non-Medical Research Ethics
Board may require access to your study-related records to monitor the conduct of the
research.
While we will try our best to protect your information there is no guarantee that we
will be able to do so. The inclusion of your name, initials, email address, telephone
number, WeChat ID or QQ ID, and school/department/rank/years of teaching English
may allow someone to link the data and identify you. If data is collected during the
project which may be required to report by law, we have a duty to report.
The investigators will keep any personal information (name, initials, email address,
telephone number, WeChat ID, QQ ID, school/department/rank/years of teaching

English) about you in a secure and confidential location. You will be given a unique
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ID number. A list linking your study ID number with your name will be kept by the
investigators in a secure place, separate from your study file.

If the results of the study are published, your name will not be used. If you would like
to receive a copy of any potential study results, pleases contact the investigators.
Please be advised that although the investigators will take every precaution to
maintain confidentiality of the data, the nature of focus groups (like group seminars)
prevents the investigators from guaranteeing confidentiality. The investigators would
like to remind participants to respect the privacy of your fellow participants and not
repeat what is said in the focus group to others.

Compensation

You will not be compensated for your participation in this research.

Rights of Participants

You may decide not to be in this study. Even if you consent to participate you have
the right to not answer individual questions or to withdraw from the study at any time.
If you choose not to participate or to leave the study at any time it will have no effect
on your career. We will give you new information that is learned during the study that
might affect your decision to stay in the study. You do not waive any legal right by
signing this consent form.

Contacts for Further Information

If you have questions about this research study please contact Kathryn Hibbert at
XXX or Lin Sun at XXX

If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant or the conduct of
this study, you may contact The Office of Human Research Ethics (519) 661-3036,

email: ethics@uwo.ca.

Consent
Informed consent will be indicated by signing the consent form that accompanies this

letter.

This letter is yours to keep for future reference.
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Consent Form

Project Title:

A Critical Narrative Inquiry of English Teachers’ Experiences of Enacting a Pedagogy of
Multiliteracies in China

Document Title:

Consent Letter — Teacher

Principal Investigator:

Kathryn Hibbert, PhD, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX
Additional Research Staff:

Lin Sun, PhD student, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX

I have read the Letter of Information, have had the nature of the study explained to me
and I agree to participate. All questions have been answered to my satisfaction.

CONTACT FOR FUTURE STUDIES

Please check the appropriate box below and initial:
_Tagree to be contacted for future research studies

_ 1do NOT agree to be contacted for future research studies

I consent to the use of unidentified quotes obtained during the study in the dissemination
of this research.

[ ]YES[|NO

Print Name of Person Signature Date (DD-MMM-YYYY)

Obtaining Consent

Print Name of Participant ~ Signature Date (DD-MMM-YYYY)
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Personal Contact Information

Name of Participant:

School:

Department:

Rank:

Years of teaching English:

Two preferred methods of personal contact”

[ ]Telephone number:

[ ] WeChat ID:

[]QQ ID:
[ |Email address:
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Appendix H: Letter of Information and Consent for Participant Students’ Parents

(English Version)

Letter of Information and Consent

Project Title:

A Critical Narrative Inquiry of English Teachers’ Experiences of Enacting a Pedagogy of
Multiliteracies in China

Document Title:

Consent Letter — Parents

Principal Investigator:

Kathryn Hibbert, PhD, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX
Additional Research Staff:

Lin Sun, PhD student, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX

Letter of Information

My name is Lin Sun, and I am a PhD Candidate in Curriculum Studies at the Faculty of
Education, Western University, London Canada. Working with my Supervisor, Dr.
Hibbert, I have designed a research study to better understand the introduction and
implementation of a new way of thinking about teaching and learning in our English as a
Foreign Language classes.

1. Invitation to Participate

Your child is invited to participate in this study. The study is interested in learning
from English teacher’s experiences with a new approach to teaching known as a
“pedagogy of multiliteracies.” Your child is invited because your child is studying
in the class of the teacher who volunteers to participate in this study.

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with information required for you to
make an informed decision about your child’s participation in this research.

2. Purpose of this Study

The purpose of this study is to investigate in what ways primary English teachers
in China come to understand and enact a pedagogy of multiliteracies in the
classroom and to document the things that influence teachers’ pedagogical
pedagogical beliefs and practices.

3. Length of the Study

I would like to engage your child as participants over a three-month period.
Participants will be involved in the following ways: (1) permitting to be
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videotaped or taken photos in those situations where the teacher’s activity is
directly related to students; (2) permitting assignment to be used as research data.

Study Procedures

During the three-month time frame, I will observe and videotape two 45 minutes’
lessons per week and collect students’ assignments as research data.

Inclusion Criteria

Only those students who have consented will be videoed and only data for those
students who have consented will be used.

Potential Risks and Harms

There are no known or anticipated risks or discomforts associated with
participating in this study.

Potential Benefits

The possible benefits to your child may be experiencing a pedagogy of
multiliteracies which cultivates multiliterate competence in English learning.

Voluntary Participation

Participation in the study is voluntary. However, I only study the teacher. There
may be occasions when your child is captured in videos or images and the
assignments your child produces from their lessons may be captured and
documented. You may refuse to allow your child to participate, refuse to answer
questions or withdraw from the study at any time with no effect on your child.

If you decide that your child withdraw from the study and you wish to have your
child’s data removed, please let the researcher know; otherwise, the information
that was collected prior to your child’s leaving the study will still be used. No new
information will be collected without your permission.

Confidentiality

All data collected will remain confidential and accessible only to the investigators
of this study. They will be stored in a password-protected university workstation
behind institutional firewalls for a minimum of 5 years.

Representatives of The University of Western Ontario Non-Medical Research
Ethics Board may require access to your child’s study-related records to monitor
the conduct of the research.

While we will try our best to protect your child’s information there is no
guarantee that we will be able to do so. The inclusion of your child’s image or
name may allow someone to link the data and identify you. If data is collected
during the project which may be required to report by law, we have a duty to
report.

The investigators will keep any personal information about your child in a secure
and confidential location. Please be advised that although the investigators will
take every precaution to maintain confidentiality of the data, the nature of data
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(like videos or assignments) prevents the investigators from guaranteeing
confidentiality.

Compensation
You will not be compensated for your participation in this research.
Rights of Participants

You may decide your child not to be in this study. Even if you consent to
participate you have the right to withdraw from the study at any time. If you
choose not to participate or to leave the study at any time it will have no effect on
your child. We will give you new information that is learned during the study that
might affect your decision for your child to stay in the study. You do not waive
any legal right by signing this consent form.

Contacts for Further Information

If you have questions about this research study please contact Kathryn Hibbert at
XXX or Lin Sun at XXX

If you have any questions about your rights as a research participant or the
conduct of this study, you may contact The Office of Human Research Ethics
(519) 661-3036, email: ethics@uwo.ca.

Consent

Informed consent will be indicated by signing the consent form that accompanies
this letter.

This letter is yours to keep for future reference.
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Consent Form

Project Title:

A Critical Narrative Inquiry of English Teachers’ Experiences of Enacting a Pedagogy of

Multiliteracies in China

Document Title:

Consent Letter — Parents

Principal Investigator:

Kathryn Hibbert, PhD, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX
Additional Research Staff:

Lin Sun, PhD student, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX

I have read the Letter of Information, have had the nature of the study explained to me
and I agree to participate. All questions have been answered to my satisfaction.

Please check the appropriate box below and initial:
_ Tagree that my child can be video-recorded in this research

T agree that my child’s assignments can be used as data in this research

Print Name of Student

Name of Parents of Students Signature Date (DD-MMM-

YYYY)
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Appendix I: Letter of Information and Consent for Participant Students’ Parents

(Chinese Version)
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Appendix J: Letter of Information and Consent for Participant Students (English

Version)

Assent Letter

Project Title:

A Critical Narrative Inquiry of English Teachers’ Experiences of Enacting a Pedagogy of
Multiliteracies in China

Document Title:

Assent Letter — Student

Principal Investigator:

Kathryn Hibbert, PhD, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX
Additional Research Staff:

Lin Sun, PhD student, Faculty of Education, Western University. Email: XXX

1. Why are you here?

Dr. Hibbert wants to tell you about a study that will look at English teachers’
experiences of enacting a pedagogy of multiliteracies in English classes. She
wants to see if you would like to be in this study when you are caught in the
videotapes and your works are used as examples for the study. Ms. Sun will also
work with Dr. Hibbert on this study.

2. Why are they doing this study?

Dr. Hibbert and Ms. Sun want to see in what ways English teachers come to
understand a pedagogy of multiliteracies and how they implement a pedagogy of
multiliteracies in classroom.

3. What will happen to you?

If you want to be in the study, you will appear in the videotapes and all your
works will be collected and used as examples.

4. Will there be any tests?

There will not be any tests or marks presented when your works are used for this
study.

5. Will the study help you?

This study will not help you directly, but in the future, it might help teachers who
do not know about a pedagogy of multiliteracies.

6. Do you have to be in the study?
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You do not have to be in the study. No one will be mad at you if you do not want
to do this. If you do not want to be in the study, tell Ms. Sun or your parents. Even
if you say yes, you can change your mind later. It is up to you.

7. What if you have any questions?

You can ask questions at any time, now or later. You can talk to the teachers, your
family or Ms. Sun.

8. Assent

I want to participate in this study.

Print Name of Child

Date

Age

Name of Person Obtaining Assent

Signature of Person Obtaining Assent

This letter is yours to keep for future reference.
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Appendix K: Letter of Information and Consent for Participant Students (Chinese
Version)
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