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endure drowning and cold to grow as tall as a horse's
hips. The intimate tone of the letter describing "the
longest brome grass" in one individual's memory, contrasts
sharply with the distanced and artificial voice of
W.W.Lyvon whose cabbage were "dandy". This letter with its
combination of the ordinary and the evocative, like the
garden itself, suggests a pattern for the prairie poet.

It is signed by "Amie," a real person perhaps, but
certainly a friend.

Wood argues that "the world of Seed Cataloque remains
harsh to the end. Nothing grows there" (38). This
assertion appears to be confirmed by the reprise of the
passage in Section One which first established the land as
absence, although the echo of Marriott, "only the wind,"
is now incorporated into a sentence, as if to suggest that
the presence of the wind is sufficient to challenge the
absence of trees:

No trees
around the house,
only the wind.

Only the January snow.
Only the summer sun.

In The Crow Journals, Kroetsch writes: "Maybe our
landscape finally is our labyrinth" (53). If the land is
a labyrinth, the poet has found a line that will guide him
through the maze, a line that will show "all spring long /
where the track was" (VI.88-89). The land may suggest
absence, but the celebration of that absence results in a

poem. Kroetsch asks: "Is not landscape an event as well
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as a setting? The place of mythology, of story, become
action" (Crow Journals 56).

The sense of absence suggested by a landscape with a
"minimal iconography” is reiterated by the closing riddle,
an element vwvhich Kroetsch suggests is central to many
poens (LV 82):

Playing with riddles often sounds as if it is a
purely verbal game. And yet if we move the
slightest bit outside the riddle itself to the
context in which it is embedded, it starts to
talk about social conditions, human conditions,
and to possess philosophical implications. You
can start to read a riddle as a great insight

into human uncertainty, self-deception and so
forth. (LV 81-82)

The riddle in Seed Catalogue that is begun in Section
Three and continued in the final lines, is only completed
in the mind of the reader:

Adam and Eve and Pinch-Me

went down to the river to swin--

Adam and Eve got drownded.

Who vas left?
The poem itself resists closure, but the answer of
"Pinch-Me"™ that arises in the reader's mind establishes a
connection of tremendous immediacy between the poet and
his audience. A poem which impels the reader to guess,
Frye suggests, "attempts to communicate to the rrader a
private and secret possession® (Anatomy of Criticism 300).
According to Kroetsch, "the structuring distance must be
broken, violated, for carnival influences to come in to
play” (LIW 99). For this kind of poem to succeed there
must be complicity between actor and audience, poet and

reader, a reaching across the of spaces between people (as
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in a pinch). "We must, ourselves, as readers, participate
in the archaeologist's quest® (LIW 112). Adam and Eve
(the original gardeners, namers, lovers) and the poet's
parents may have vanished, but the poet and Pinch-Me who
inhabjit the dresam that is the waking world remain. The
heritage of Eden lives on within us all. WwWhen Kroetsch

wvas asked what he meant by "I am / writing this poen

with my life" (Completed Field Notes 56), he ansvered:
You vwrite the poem with your life by not
creating a safe boundary between poetry and
life. It would be nice if there sometimes were
2 clear boundary, but in fact the two keep

spilling back and forth; exchanging.
(Gunnars 67)

This exchange between poetry and life is central to Seed
catalogue. Within the silence, the poet finds a voice;
within a vast geography, a home place; within a garden, a
rooted self. These pursuits are also central to each of
the Bildungagedichte explored in this study, thcugh each
poet speaks from his or her own time and place.

The similarities between Kroetach's archaeology and
Reaney's alchemy have been noted. Both poets return to
the familiar soil of the home place:

That we are bound to the earth does not mean

that we cannot grow; on the contrary it is the
of growth. No noble, well-grown

tree ever disowned its dark roots, for it grows

not only upward but dawn:ard as well. (Jung,
Paychology and Alchemy 110)

The connections between Kroetsch's poem and the Canadian
heritage of the Bildungsgedicht do not end there. Gary
Geddes argues that:
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Kxroetsch and Pratt are not so far apart, atter
all. They both recognized that the long poenm,

to hold our attention, must employ every trick
in the book and invent some new ones. (Leng-

liners 175).
And it is possible to argue for connections extending much
farther into the past. Both Kroets=h and Crawford replace
the traditional garden direction -2f upward growth, with

the more intrigquing downward direction ~f rootedness. In
Seed Catalogque and Malcolm's XKatie the mother speaks as a
voice out of absence, and in both poems the male myth of
the conquering herc is questioned and redefined within a
garden context. In The Story of an Affinity, as in Seed
catalogue, the garden is where the proceass of education
begins and ends. At its centre is a female who teaches
and inspires.

In the catalogue of absences at the heart of Sged
Catalogue, Kroetsch includes "the absence of goldsmiths"
(IV.45), but Oliver Goldsmith is very much presaent in the
Canadian tradition of the long poem. In fact, The Rising
Yillage and Seed Catalogue reveal some surprising
similarities when juxtaposed. Both poems record the
development of a community which both resists and responds
to 0ld-World models. Both recognize the home place ar
double hook, and at the heart of each are tales of young
people struggling against control, though Goldsmith
criticizes that struggle and Kroetsch celebrates it.
Through the story of Albert and Flora, Goldsmith warns

against a loss of control and through the story of the
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young poet and Gersmaine, Kroetsch mourns an excess of
control. Though these divergent points of view extend
into the realm of language (Goldsmith's heroic couplets in
contrast to Kroetsch's eclectic mix of syllables and
space), both poets are ultimately concerned with a
celebration of a land in which they can plant their
particular dreams of origin.

In *Disunity as Unity: A Canadian Strategy," Kroetsch
suggests that "Canadians cannot agree on what their meta-
narrative is..."(LTH 21):; to argue that the garden is a
central presence in the Canadian 1099 poem of formation is
not to insist upon such a meta-narrative. The "garden"
assumes 2s many forms as there are poets to cultivate the
potential of the topos. Pioneer poets describe an Eden
that was passing or one that wvas being planted. 1In
Crawford and Lampman, tho domestic garden receives new
attention as a place th;t is at once imprisoning and
empovering. Marriott and Pratt reveal that, at times in
Canada’'s history, the struggle to save the garden from
destruction has been spiritual as well as physical.

Reaney and Kroetsch dig into the home soil to dis/cover
how a poet is grown. A study of the Bildungsgedicht as
gardan reveals that of the many poets who have wrestled
with Eden, not one was able to walk freely away.
Regardless of their point of view, they all find its songs
echoing in their ears, and its soil clinging to their

fingertips.
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Notes to Chapter Four

' Robert Kroetsch, The lLovely Treachery of Woxds:
Esgavs Selected and New 118. (Further references to this
work will appear in parenthesaes in the text with the
abbreviation LTIW).

2 Robert Kroetsch. Labvrinths of Voice 9. (Further
references to this work will appear in parentheses in the
text with the abbreviation LV).

3 For a more detailed discuasion of Frye's influence
on Reaney see Richard Stingle's "'all the old levels':
Reaney and Frye" in Approaches to the Work of James Reaney
and Reaney's own essay "The Identifier Effect" in The CEA
critic 42.2 (Jan. 1980): 26-3.

¢ wpo the Avon River Above Stratford, Canada™ first

appeared in cCanadian Fcrum 30 (Feb. 1951): 255. The
conclusion to that version reads as follows:

As some day I'll know

Your name

Your coat-of-arms I do--

A shield of reed and crayfishes
Thin mussel-shells and rushes

And muskrats and farmers' geese
And one of my three earliest wishes
To flow like you.

A reference to river sounding "like old money, / The tiny
silver nickles of my childhood..."™ that has been excised
from the later version helps to explain the drawing of a

coin that appears in Twelve Letters to a Small Town.

5 a pilgrimage to Garneau's grave which Reaney
describes in Alphabet (June 1963) confirms his admiration
of the poet. The internal evidence that suggests the
influence of "Le Jeu" upon "Instructions: How to Make a
Model of the Town" was reinforced by a comment made by
Prof. Stingle in conversation.

¢ I am indebted to Angela Esterhammer of the

Department of English at the University of Western Ontario
for her assistance with the translation of Rilke's poen.
The German language allows fer the invention of compounds
such as Lebensgliedes. Lebar, can only mean "life"” put

has several iuplications: its primary meaning is
"]1imb® (both botanical and anatomical), but it can also
mean "member, part, organ," which can mean "penis" or
wyirile.” Other less common meanings are "link" as in
"the missing link" and the biblical idea of "“generation®

's). Such a multiplicity of meanings would

certainly have been attractive to Kroetsch.
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