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BRACEBRIDEE

Freak Storm Causes

H/g/gyy Damage

A freak storm of near-hurri-
cane infensity swept through
Bracebridge and area for about
30 minutes on Thursday evening,
leaving a path of destruction in
its wake that brought havoc to
telephone and hydro installations,
uprooted trees and caused other
widespread damage,

_The high winds accompanied by
heavy rain cut through an area
of about two miles wide, from 2
point south of the northern limits
of the town. An uprooted tree
which fell across Morrison street
kept town employees busy Friday
cutting and hauling it away, On
McMurray a large tree on the
lawn of the Don Hutton property
fell across power and telephone
lines, cutting off service all night
and heavily damaging a car in the
driveway. Elsewhere in the town
broken limbs and smaller trees
littered the ground. i

Near St. Thomas® Church a
tree fell between two parked cars,
but smashed a parking metor.
Sections of town were without
power. for about three hours,
Fourth ward was affected by a
downed tree on Muskoka Road,
Another tree fell onJames sireet,
2 block south of the Community
Cenire,

At The Pines, Mugkoka Dis-
trict’s Home for the Aged, where
the winds hit at about ﬁ‘“
25 stately pine s fell vietim
to the wrath of the storm, taking
& bird bath, lawn chairs and a
section of chain fence in the
damage. Maintenance supervis-
or, Ray Fraser, blamed tree
damage at The Pineg on shallow
roots and the fact that the winds
had a wide sweep before hitting
the unprotected trees, most of
which were over 100 years old.

At the height of the storm
waves on Lake Muskoka were four
feet high, and sent evening swim-

- mers scurrying for cover asx

they smashed against the shore,

In the wake of the storm,
through two nights and a day
the staff of the local Ontario
Hydro area spent many hours

endeavoring to repair services, .

where wires were taken down by
falling limbs or trees.

In a one-day period, also, the
rainfall over Muskoka registered

.4 inches. The downpour follow-
¢d three other quite heavy rains
in May and June which have
swollen the streams and raised
the lakes of this whole part of
the Province. At the end of last
week the high water on Muskoka
River below Bracebridge, on
Lake Muskoka, and on the river
below Bala was in flood condi-
tion and causing alarm to pro-
party-owners for the safety of
wharves.
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AFTERMATH: These pictures, taken at the Pinesin Bracebridge, are representative of the dam-
age caused all along the path taken by the sudden storm which passed through Bracebridge last Thursday
evening. Many trees were blown down completely, (top photo), while many more, their branches caught
like sails by the high winds, snapped the ‘mast’, leaving poles where trees once stood. In the second
photo, Harvey Kaye digs to free the roots while Ray Fraser, maintainance supervisor of the Pines, and
Stan Mayville strain at the rope in their efforts to remove one such ‘pole’. Third photo, roots and sog
ripped clean from the ground as this pine was laid flat, and at the bottom, a damaged section of fence,
which like many unfortunate cars, boats, and buildings in the area, was caught by crashing debris.
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