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TWO HOMES STRUCK
-~ BY LIGHTNING

Telephone Blown To Bits

Two severe electrical wind and rain-sterms struck
in Athol Township, Saturday shortly after 9 a.m. and
again around 11 a.m. The dark clouds rolled in from the

("-3 lake. Lightning struck at least two houses, while wind
A4 - tore limbs off several trees.

Mrs, Archie Hicks suffered face and leg injuries ;
when the telephone in the home suddenly exploded into |
3 mass of pieces and the room was filled with smoke. Mrs. ~ }
Hicks was knocked from a couch to the floor. A piece ~%.
of the phone broke a glass pitcher across the room, blew
fuses and damaged electric clocks and the TV set. Marks
were left on the wall and curtajns but there was no fire.
‘Mrs. Lyall Hicks was in the kitchen at the time and noted
the smoke. . L :

Mr. Hicks was coming to the house at the time and
had a close call. “1 was about 15-20 feet from the big
willow tree on the front lawn when the lightning struck.

"1 was knocked down and stunned for a second. The light-
ning ripped off a big limb and left a hole in the ground,”
‘he said.

. A check by telephone workers later revealed that
"while the phone was grounded, the electrical discharge
was so grat that it jumped over the fuses. ]

Later, Mr, Hicks discovered lightning had struck
and split an elm tree south of the roag.

'WINDOWS BLOWN OUT

“Lightning came in from almost every corner of
the house,” said Neil Parks of East Lake, relating how
a bolt struck the tenant house around nine o’clock Sat-
urday morning,

“It came in on the TV, hydro line, clothes line and -
telephone, and, amazingly enough, no one was hurt
and damage was less than one would expect.”

Mrs. Bill King and daughter were at home when
the storm broke suddenly. Mrs. King’s hearing was af-
fected for a time but returned. They were shaken by
the experience. :

There was also some damage to the siding and the '
floor and articles in the home were knocked around.

- A transformer in the vicinity was knocked out,

and the effects of the electrical discharge felt in blowing

of fuses and broken light bulbs in Mr. Parks’ Harry

Laundry’s and other homes.
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STORM STRUCK
ROAD

bara

-VICTORTA (Special) — Qn Sat-

sirday morning, during the heavy :
‘hiunder storm,  a  severe wind

A freak ¢yclone struck through

die “Gore road, _Lutting a swath

~HHrOugh about five farme wheré i

‘loppled trees, fence,

eS_and mach-

inery [in_the fields. It destroyed \ \
(two large trees on Mr.  Vince N
O'Hara's lawn. Telephone ang hy-
dro were off. I also broke a large
tree at Miss Audra Brickman's,
The rest of the street just got the
| Beavy rain and no wind,

Vince © K
Miss Auorp. BR)
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