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By PENNY GORDON
Staff Reporter

The Quinte area all but escaped the
yrunt of Friday's devastating storms
hat wreaked havoc on several
jouthcentral Ontaric communities.

In Belleville there were blackouts
nd street-flooding, but no serious in-
idents.

A twister touched down in the Minto

wea of Rawdon Township and two
)arns, belonging to Tom Woods and
3ruce Perrault, RR 1. Stirling, were
lestroyed. Cattle in the Perrault
)arn are reported trapped and a
:rane was required to rescue them,
An old house in the area was also
-‘eported damaged.

Meanwhile, the storm front, which
spawned tornados, torrential rains

and gale-force winds as it moved

'ast across the province, passed
sorth of the Quinte area with heavy
vind damage also reported in
'{alfi:)urton and areas north of Ban-
roft.

Power and communication lines
were interupted throughout the
storm, creating confusfon in some

ireas. At one point, the Bancroft and -

Apsley detachments of the OPP were
ooking for a plane reported missing
‘n the Harcourt area, west of Ban-
>roft,

Search and rescue at CFB Trenton
.ater revealed the pilot had merely
{ailed to file a flight plan and was at
10me. . : .

The weather office at CFB Trenton
reported a record 39.8 mm of rain fell
in a short time, breaking the
yrevious one-day record of 31 mm in
950, Winds gusted to 70 kph locally,

At the height of the storm, an
Jshawa man narrowly escaped in-
jury at the Quinte Raceway. Russell
vierrill and his wife were shaken, but
mharmed when a tree fell, crushing
“he roof of the truck they were sitting
n.

There were temporary power
‘aflures throughout the city as wind
+<necked down hydro lines. Storm
sewers were reported backed up in
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Quinte district escapes the worst
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Shaken but safe, Russell Merrill
stands beside the pick-up truck in
which minutes before he had been
sitting wife his wife June when a
large tree, struck by lightning,
crashed onto the vehicle, virtually

e vl (“}L

¢rushing its cab. Husband and wife
both escaped without serious Injury
but were badly shaken. They had
been at the Quinte Exhibition
Raceway and were preparing to
leave when the incident occurred as

they were parked between
stables and track. Last night’s r
ing was cancelled because of
storm.

(Photo: Bill Whitela

several areas, but city engineer Joe
Angelo said there were no major
back-ups. Those that did occur were
handled by public works crews.

The heavy rain caused flooding on
many reads, but there were no
storm-related traffic accidents
reported in the Quinte area,

In Belleville, a few trees were

. blown over by the wind and branches

littered lawns and roads, Several
trees “were reported down in the
Tweed-Madoc area. .
However, no storm damage was
reported in Brighton and Picton Opp

also reported no damage, with little

impact felt in Prince Edward Coan-
ty. The storm moved northeast and
virtually missed the county.

The Quinte area started to feel
effects of the storm around 4 p
when much of eastern Ontario v

plunged into darkness after Onte
Hydro's Bruce generating station
out as the storm already

gruthwest Ontario. Rotating Hy
blackouts resulted, lasting from
minutes to an hour in most localiti
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Splintered planks of wood are all
that remain of an RR 1, Stirling,
barn owned by Tom Woods after a
twister touched down Friday
night. The twister destroyed the
barn, damaged a house and trailer
at a house next door and then

travelled across Concession 6 of .

Rawdon Township' to destroy a

7

barn owned by Bruce Perrault,
The twister resulted from a storm
front that moved through much of
southern and central Ontario dur-
ing the day, leaving a trail of
destruction. The Quinte area was
virtually untouched by the storm
except for the small twister’s
damage in the Minto area.

Near Stirling
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Barn beams snapped
by force of twister

By PENNY GORDON
Staff Reporter

MINTO - Brenda Perrault wat-
ched in horror Friday night as the
housing over her well-about 50
metres from her home--exploded.

All that remained was a battered
tin roof several metres from the
well and splinters of wood scat-
}erzd over about half a hectare of

an

Within three minutes a 75-year-
old barn located about 100 metres
from the side of the house was .
flattened--huge beams snapped
like matchsticks, she said.

A twister had struck.

Spawned from a storm front that
ravaged communities in Ontario
as it passed through, the big blow
destroyed two barns near Stirling

70 Apsley homes
still without hydro

BANCROFT - About 70 homes in
the Apsley area are still without
electricity today after Friday’s
storm knocked out power over an
extensive area in North Hastings.

‘At one point 7,000 customers in
the Bancroft area were affected,”
says Norm Manning of the Ontsrio
Hydro regional office,

The Bancroft area covers com-
munities from Maynooth to Apsley
to MacArthur's Mills and south of
-Bancroft.

The storm, says Manning, ‘‘just
devastated’’ the Hydro's distribu-
tion system. Power outages were
reported throughout the whole
region, with the worst in the Ban-
croft area, he noted.

Damage was so extensive that
crews worked all weekend to try
and resfore power in the North
Hastings area. Additional help was
brought in from Brockville and Ot-
tawa,

Some of the areas affected, says
Manning, are remote and involve
lines that run across country.

angd also damaged a house, a car
and a trailer.

Perrault was alone in the house
when the twister hit. She watched
as dirt and wood and debris filled
the air.

“l don’t think people com-
prehend the force of nature,” she
said Saturday.

Luckily, the lower area of the
barn where the stalls were located
was untouched, The Perraults had
just taken possession of a herd of
purebred Red Angus cattle. On
Saturday morning neighbors were
on hand to shift some of the huge
beams and debris to free the cows,

Watching the storm strike, said
Perrault, was “incredible. It was
over in a few minutes, leaving a
trail of destruction and several
hundred thousand dollars of
estimated damage.

When Perrault and her husband
went into the barn to survey the
damage later, they found a litter of
baby kittens “huddled against the
wall”’,

The other barn, belonging to
Tom Woods, was located about a
kilometre east on Concession 6 of
Rawdon Township. There, the
twister had torn the barn apart,
leaving a few splintered planks
upright on the foundation. Im-
mediately west of the barn, the
home of Linda Campbell was
damaged.

A tree a few metres in front of
the house snapped off and landed
about 100 metres away, Woods' car
was damaged and a trailer was
lifted in the air and dropped hun-
dreds of metres away,

However, noted Campbell, a
hockey stick just outside the
house, was untouched, although
parts of the house had ripped off
like paper and a wheel on a chiild’s
bicycle had been torn off in the
wind,

Nearby dog cages for the Camp-
bell's sled dogs were untouched-
the dogs unharmed.

Today, the three families are
still cleaning up.
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