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TORNADO PROJECT SUAMMARY SHEET
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By JULES XAVIER -
’Llfe around Jim Irvine’s home hasn’t
been the same since his family experienced *
the wrath of a tornado -- one of a devastating
series which tore its way through several
central Ontario towns more than seven
weeks ago.

-“It’s a miracle we were all alive,” Irvine
said from his home, where he’s recovering
from injuries sustamed as a result of the
:May 31 fornado.

Irvine’s wife Brenda attrlbutes her
%amlly s survival to luck. “We had a date
w&th destmy .and mlraculously we survw-
£ [P
- Irvine, a 42-year—old Bram
was travellmg north with
gpend the weekend at his trailer (bought the
week before) at Highland Pines Trailer
f}amp in Bellwood Ont when the tornado

ton re51dent

{ure...we saw a black funnel with blue sky

nado got closer it got darker. Hailstones the
sne of basebaIls Were hlttmg the roof of our
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is’ family to,

¢ "‘(The tornado) was just hke a pie- .

on eithér side,” Irvine recalls. ““As the tor-. -

1

" car.)
And as Irvme s 1974 Comet turned mta the
trailer camp’s driveway the tornade sud-

denly veered and followed, too. Irvine didn’t .

have a chance to remove Brenda, three
children (a fourth family member was at

* home) and two dogs to safety before the
force hit them.

He recalls: “I wasn’{ in the driveway 10
seconds before we were hit. I had gotten out ° tra%
- espite the weight of the branch, Brenda

to see if we could run to a nearby house, but

all I heard was the sound of the tornado. I .

]umged back into the car and buckled my
seat

The force of the tornado lifted Irvine’s car

and sent it hurtling through the air, striking .

a tree before finally coming to rest upside
down on another vehicle. In all, about 15
seconds elapsed between the time the tor-
nado hit and the car finally came to rest.

“Tt felt like an eternity,” Irvine said,
Refore he blacked out, “everything seemed
like it was moving in slow motion. It was
like being in outer space...the tornado suck-
ed the breath from you and everything was
silence.

“When I woke up I heard birds smgmg,
.-blue sky .it was as though nothmg had hap-

pened.”’

“(The tornado) was like a’ vacuum
. cleaner inside our car,” Brenda added.
- “Thekids’ shoes were suckedoff their feet. I

{ couldn’t figure out why they didn't have

" shoes on, but that’s what must have happen— '

i ed.

“As well, when I found a bag of chxps.

¢ (vacuum sealed package) that hadn’t been

; opened inside the car, it was as though the .

¥ air inside had been sucked out.”

Meanwhile, the various injuries’ Ix'vme
and his wife suffered were more a result of a
. tree branch piercing the car rather than the
i foree of car being dropped when the winds
¢ subsided. His youngest
3 whiplash, however, was caused b 31 the car

being upended. The two dogs and Irvine’s
5 daughier Kelly, 15, were unhurt while his
i seven-year -old Son needed three stltches t0,

[

elt just as it hit.” iy

. becauseI ei;scared

daughter s "~ forget about it.

Brampton famﬂy recover

close acut. )

Brenda suffered 4 black eve, while Irvme
bruised his lung, suffered numerous lacera— 8
tions, fracture "his sternum and a ‘rib, and

.had his chin slashed. He required plastlc

surgery to reattach the chin, which was®
nearly severed when the branch struck hxm ’

~inthe face.

:In thé wake of the destruction, Irvine was K
msule the car hy a large free bran-:

Irvine managed toremove it herself e

R remexﬁb‘er fling it, ”sherecal}s “But
at the: time " didn’t ‘matter about_ t:he .
wel, ht.”; S S

though the “extént of Tiving's m]umes :

wasn’t known at the time, he managed to
walk away from the car under his owni”
steam when he detected gas leaking from ¢
his ¢ar and feared it might catch fire. “The ,
‘smell of gas makes you move.”

Following three weeks spent recovermg in .
various hospitals, Irvine was allowed to |
come home. Although he’s beginning to
regain his' strength dnd doesn’t need a
wheelchair any- more, he realizes the

yfhologxcal scars lel need more time to -

ea

“Every time'T hear thunder or the skies
turg dark, it starig all pver again,’”” he saxd .
“I begm rehvmg the'whole ordeal.” )

Irvine’s family has experienced. smn}ar )
post-tornado trauma. Daughtef-Kelly was
never scared of thunder until the tornado.

Now, she says;#'1 start crymg whi heggg it '

! sleep isdigficult, He dozes off -
for about two heurs, but nighfmares and the
injuries$ in his chest make it difficult {o slegp
for longer. permds Similarly, dreams cauge |
Brenda some anxiety, which 'she’s tryingfo -
cope with. She, too, says it'll take time -
before she can put the tornado aside and

Still, the members of the Trvine fan113y :T

_have grown closer,-and are worklng to help "

each other through ‘the’ traumath times

. follewmg their {‘date with dostmy. T S 3 ;,
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It's a miracle that no one was killed when Jim Irvine’s Comet was pick- camp in central Ontario but the tornado followed them, d
ed up and-hurled through the air by a recent tornado. The Brampton  car and injuring various members of the family.

;rhan, his wife and three of their children had taken refuge at a trailer TUEL G UALDIA: WT hpto by The Fergus-Elora News Express
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