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planned hospital redevelopment here.
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Volunteers Bruce Crewson (lett) and Frank Speers help lay plasllc sheets on town houses hit by tornado.

‘Philip Walker. Record staft -

None hurt as tornado hits Elora

By Margaret Terol
and John Harris
Record staff

ELORA ~ Damage is estimated_at about
$20,000 toddy as Elora residents sweep up -

debris after a tornado touched down in the vii-
lage about 3:30 p.m. Friday ripping roofs off a
town-house complex and uprooting trees.

“It seemed to bounce across Elora. We're

very fortunate there were no injuries,” said
Guelph OPP Corporal Doug Breckon.
Witnesses said the twister's funnel was

about 30 metres wide at the base and it
reached more than 60 metres high.

Plywood sheets were dropped on the vil-
lage’'s main street, windows were smashed
and debris was scattered throughout the Elora
Gorge. .

Residents of four town houses on the west-
ern edge of the village, in the path of the twist-
er, are left with damage of about $15,000. Piec-
es of~the roofs were found up to 7 kilometres
away. Damage to other homes and parked
cars is estimated at an additional $5,000.

Geoff Slater, a village employee, was less
than 500 metres from the *‘misshapen, black-
ish-brown funnel,”

“It was raining very hard then it stopped
quite abruptly,” Slater said. **It (the funnel)
came down then lifted back up 1,000 feet or
more, then came down again. I didn’t think

* anything of it until inside the funnel | saw all

that building material.”

Emily Picken was finishing a cup of coffee

and spending 4 rainy afternoon reading on the
living room couch ia her town house at 311
Guelph Rd. when the twister hit.

*It stopped raining for a moment, then big,

splashy r‘amdrops started hitting "the front -

window,"" Picken said.

*It was very quiet, then there was a terrible
roar, like a jet taking off, I threw myself on
the floor and covered my head.”

In seconds, the wind sheared off the upper
third of Picken’s two-storey unit. The peaked
roof of her home and those of two adjoining
units‘'were gone. The roof of a fourth unit was
damaged.

*I didn’t know it was a tornado — it hap-
pened so fast,” said Picken.

The twister’s visit, which lasted just five
minutes, uprooted l0-metre trees, smashed
cars and deposited debris in the yards of
neighbors.

“It was horrible,"” said Picken, who was
alone at the time. I lhought the whole damn
house was blowing up.’

Less than a block east ol the town-house
complex, in the tornado's path, Frank Speers
stood in his driveway as *‘a bit of a breeze"
cooled the mid-afternoon heat.

1t looked like it was clearing up,” SpLers~
said. “'I looked up and a black cloud flew over
quickly.”

Inside the cloud, lumber, shingles, glass,
pieces of bent steel and sheets of insulation
flew about wildly,

Len Humphries of 318 South St., bout 91
metres (100 yards) away in another town-
house complex, was alone in hlS kltchen when
the twister struck.

*I didn’t see it, but I heard it,” he sa:d “lt
was quite a sound, like a large truck rumblmg
past-the house.”

He heard things striking the house and'

*when I looked out I saw the devastation.”
The tornado missed his house but damaged

a nearby car,

-Some neighbors’ roofs had large’ pleces of
two- by-fours hurled into them by the tornado.
Kathryn Houston, who rents a town house at

307 Guelph Rd., was happy she and her-chil-

dren were not at home when the roof was tom ’
off the unit. P
Houston was at Fergus Memorial Hospxtal

where she works as a clerk, when the twister

hit. Her two children ,were at a babysmer S
across town.

She learned of the lomado when Humphries
called her at work. She went home to discover
her roof was gone, but only minor damage in-
side. < -

Volunteers worked quxckly pumng..heavy
plastic tarps over the damaged town:house
units to protect the interiors from heavy rain,
Residents of the damaged upits said they
would be staying thh friends until repairs are
made.

On Highway 6 north of Fergus ‘a gas statlon
owner told pohce about a “cloud of garbage
raining debris.”
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