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Apourv Pandey 
 
In five challenging years at a remote coal mining site, where the nearest road was about 20 miles 
away, I faced isolation for 11 days without water or electricity. Overcoming language barriers with 
indigenous tribes was tough, but being kidnapped twice by them while I was working on-site was 
unimaginable.  
 
These trials unveiled the community’s deep-rooted resentment towards the government and my 
firm. Driven by empathy, I spearheaded crucial projects – a clean water facility, a public toilet, a 
dispensary, etc. to bridge the divide. 
 
Then came a breakthrough, thanks to the support of the tribes. I became one of the youngest 
geologists to discover a coal mine worth over $250M, creating 750+ jobs, breathing new life into the 
community.  
 
This journey epitomizes the power of empathy, resilience, and understanding. I went on to title my 
first authored book in the language of the tribes to honor my relationship with them. 
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