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Sudden Storm

By STEVE ARCHER
Standard Reporter

Itsmmdvent was signal-
led +,” a sudden, and to
some people startling,
thunder clap from what
moments before had heen
a hazy blue skyv.

It tore in off l.ake
Ontario, bringing high
winds, torrential  rains,
'hailstones  the  size  of
mothballs, even what
some witnesses described
as a tornado. s=es

And f{inally, aller three
rounds of fury covering a pe-
riod from about 2 pm. to 7
pum., the biggest summer
storm of the year moved off

and muggy June night lookin,

down on scenes of scattem\

aestruction.

No accurate reading of the
top wind velocity from the
slorm _ was  available lasl
night(scemed at times a lot

higher than the 25-mile-an-
hour gusts recorded at weath-
er offices of the St. Lawrence
Seaway, Buffalo International
Airport and Toronto Inter-
national Airport.

Toronts' reported picking up

#roared across a section of old
leaving the stars of a cleaf
farea, ]
slamming through a section of/]

How much rain fell? Ac-
cording to readings at the
Finwell Rd. fire hall, 2.35 in-
ches gushed down on us he-
tween, 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

The storm wasn't the worst
in the city’s history. Bwt it
left its mark-

@ Al least a dozen stores in
the Grantham DMaza were hit
by Mooding, with damage like-
Iy running aver the $100.000
mark. Some reports put it al
F300.000;

® A Ghent St woman was
killed during heavy puin early /
in the fe of the storm when
her car eollided with” another
on the Queen Elizaubeth Way

al  the Beamsville traffic
hghts. —
~—® A lornado-like funnel\

Louth Pownship in the ard St.
ripping _up  trees,

greenhouse and ierrovizing |

“.motorists along the QB Way

the storm on their radar. And

similar  thunderstorms were
reported in the Simcoe and
London . regions of South-
weatern Ontario.

“®Pump<in the Thorold
Tunnel beneath the Welland
Canal couldn’t carry the
heavy load and water buill up
in the romdbed o a depth of
abowt six inches At least one
car sialled with a drowned 18-
ntlion system;

® Eleclric power was
knocked oul in severul sec-
tions of the city as power
lines came down and base-
ments flooded. shorting out
house panels;

® The auntomatic barriets
on the Canadian Natonal Rail-
wivs level crossing al Glen-
dale Ave. in Merritton Ward
shorted owt, jamming in the
down position. Cars were for-
ced to zig-zag around them
winle railway crews restored
them to working order;

® Police swilchhoards i up
and fhire department dis-
patchers were deluped with
calls - most of them mrmor -

Slashes City

The twister did do some
damage at the Schenck
Farms and greenbouses on
Sed St (Louth), 1L cut across
one  corser of the husiness
huildings, blowing out — rath.
er than  smashigg - - K00
greephouse windows, hreaking
off o pair of cast iron ventila-
tor eranks and taking out sey-
#ral rafters. :

I then crossed a ravine,
uprooted about half a dozen

/~Fhe tovnado was reporfed.

hetween ! pm, and 7 pm tres, tore the taps ot siy oth
. 18, then headed for the be
by Mro and Mrs. George A, NSl 5th Ave., areg where o
Jetfrey, of Tintern, who were apparently petered out,

driving their truck afong the | The faal accidenl on the
QE. Way toward St Cath. < QK Way took the life of 57

Aapines at 2200 pom. "
“Phe’ w:m% wus very high,

the rain was heavy and the

'sky was pitch black.” Mr
Jeflrey recalled.

His vehicle was among 20 or

| 30 forced o stop when visibil-

ity became extremely poor.
Mrs, Jeffrey saw the long,
black funnel “Whirling Thigs
avound in_mid-air T
. Jeffrey  watehed  the
st off the highway?
lake.”
" moving “toward
us,” he said. “and we didn't
stay around any longer than
that. We didn't see if it did
any damage. When we saw it
moviag toward us, we Just
took off."

o,
e e

So o pd £
G R

vearold Mabel Cannon, of 17
Ghent St She was pronounced
dead on arrival al West Lin-
coln  Memorial  Hospital,
tirimsby, shortly after the
2:25 p.m. accident.

Mrs. Cannon was the driver
of one of the cars involved.
The other driver, Harry Brit-
fon, 48, of Lukeshore Rd.,
Beamsville, escaped injury.
Damage to both vehicles was
estimated at $1 500,

Mes Cannon's car 15 said to
have veered across the centre
median, hitting Mr. Brisson's,
coming from the opposite -
rection.

Flooding was widespread §n
St Catharines with whole see-
tions of streets and ficlds un-
der water. particularly in ‘the
north end.

[N
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To one ¢ ment of the popu-
(ion, the Hrospect wasn't afl
ad. Child: cn donned bathing
sits and U ied the streets and
itches a8 wimming holes.
The bl *k contained by
wcott, Vine  Carlton and Nigg-
ra Sts. b came a huge lake.
segplo  } Wddled a canoe.
jomeone ad a rowboat out.
standard >hotographer John
dcTaggar even spoited one
ithletic type swimming
aeross. the unnatural lake.
Qutside the city, the most
sericus {1 oding incident was
reported 1 the Thorold Tun-
nel where pumps went out of
action up er the heavy load.
About sit inches built up at
the botto 1 of the underpass.

:ausinm » car to stall. But
depart aent of highways
erews hac the pumps back in
operation uickly.

Flsewhere in Thorold, prob-
lems resu ting from the storm
were at : minimum. Thorold
police I ported no storm
trouble ¢ lls, other than one
to Thorol! District Secondary
School, where lightning set off
the remote fire alarm.

Thorold’s public utilitics cs-
caped serious consequences.
A power blackout lasting one
hour was limited to four
homes, the resuit of a {rans-
former on Townline Rd.
burning out..

~In St. Catharines, damage
to power lines was more ex-

tensive but still not too se-

vere. Several areas, including
a large one in the north end,
were without power for sever-
al hopss,

Mol f the calls Public Uti-
lities Commission _crews _an-

swered were from individual
homes. Downed service lines,
flooded basements and blown
fuses due to lightning were
the causes of most.

PUC workers said the storm
was unusual in that it hit not
once but three times, one
blast after another.

“We'd just get things put to-

gether and ¥ would come in:

again,” a spokesman said.
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Ontario Hydre crews were
on the Job from 4 pan., with
the main trouble cause i in in-
dividual houses, as m 8t
Catharines.

Four defective transf wrmers
handling rural power r ‘quire-
ments in virtually all of old
Lincoin County had to be re-
placed. Lightning strikes shut
off power in some aieas for
two or three minutes until
automatic equipment switched
over to other power sources.

Individual subscribers in
scattered areas were without
power for two or three hours,
but Ontario Hydre foreman
Earl MacMillan, of Lincoln,
said things ‘were pretty well
cleaned up by 8:30 p.m.

The storm cut a clearly-de-
fined path across the north.
east corner of the Niagara
Peninsula.. It came in off
Lake Ontario west of St. Cath-
arines, dumped most of ils
rain on the cty. then passed

over Thorold and Niagara

Falls.

in Beamsville, Vineland,
Virgil and Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Fonthill, Welland, Fort
Erie and Port Colborne, only
light to moderate rain was re-
corded and temperatures
stayed high.

Bell Canada's complaint
calls confirmed this. They had
no reports of trouble from any
of these locations.

Even in 8i. Catharines, Bell
got off lightly with only a few
isolated cases of telephone
failure. No more than three or

four customers on the same-

line were without service. A
spokesman said all service
would be likely to be restored
fully by 5 p.m. today.

There were many cases of .
flooding and lightning dam-’

age, among them the Hata-
shita Judo Club as well as
area greenhouses.

The judo club, at 40 Page
St., was “wiped out” by yes-
terday’s storm, accerding to
one club official.

“Tt looks like lightning
struck the roof.” said club of-
ficial Frank Frazer. “It's a
flat roof, and there's nothing
up there that would fall. The
only thing we can think of is
lightning to make a hole like
that.” .

He said water came in
through a hole i1n the roof
sometime between 5 and 7
b yesterday. The club's
tile ceiling collapsed with the
wc;\lgl:(, 10{1 the water.

otal of 58 compressed-
straw  mats, valued pact q;fﬂ
ea?h. were destroyed.

‘They just soaked up water

like a sponge,” said Mr. Fra-
zer. ““They're only three feet
by siz, and it takes four of us
to lift one of them now.”
Greenhouse owners in St
Catharines and Louth Twp.
reported a variety of damage.
While Schenck Farms, near
the site of the twister, sus-

tained heavy damage, lhe

greenhouse of Colonial Flor-
ists on Ontario St. zot through
withou! a scratch. Dufferin
Gardens on Dufferin St., also
reported no damage and the
proprietor explained that their
buildings were plastic and not
susceptible to hail.

Vine Street Floral Gardens
escaped damage also. but
two women employees ad-
mitted to huddling inside
while lightning flashed around
them.

A tree on Salina St., near
Yates St., was blown over and
blocked the road for -some
time.

Workmen has just installed
a new sirip of sidewalk in the
morning, and some of the
roots of the tree had appar-
ently heen cui, weakening it
so it could nol withstand the
biast. It fell into another tree,
but little property
was reported.

St. Lawrence Seaway Au-
thority officials were today
looking for the cause of
power and communications
blackout which hit sections
of the Welland Canal during
the storm.

From Lock 1 to Lock 5,
emergency generators were
switched op and bridges
switched to diesel power lo
prevent any disruption to
shipping.

The power blackoul lasted
from 4 pam. o 5 p.m., and
communications were dis-
rupted from 4 lo 6:15 p.m,
Frank Jackson, assistan{ re-
gional director, reported.
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