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" Storm

A violent storm accompanied
by lncredlbly,strong winds hit
Deep River between four and
five o’clock on Saturday after-
noon and damaged equipment
belonging to the Deecp River
Hydro Electric Commission,
Hydro  Superintendent R, E,
Spence sald that the full extent
of the damage is not yet known
and it may be a week before
everything is finally cleaned up.

Mr. Spence said that the full
force of the storm struck the
east side of town which was
more severely affected than the
west, There has been no time
to count the trees that have
| been uprooted but there may be
;@S many as one hundred. Mr,
I gSpence emphasised that these

were not rotten trees but good
healthy growing specimens and
’ some cases large sections

o: lawn were uprooted along with

them,

Fire Department Out

In three separate locations
hydro main lines were severed
by falling trees and it was
necessary to cut off the power,
Power cuts lasted anywhere
up to three and a half hours,
The Fire Department was called
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plays havoc with

out when wires burned after
the branches of a big tree
fell across the lne in the rear
of 51 Hillcrest, cutting the main
line intwo so that it had to be
spliced. Fire Captain Fowler
said that there was in fact
nothing for the firemen to do
but wait for the Jhydro men to
cut off the power, The use of
fire fighting cquipment on high
voltage wires while standing
in torrents of rain would have
been asking for troubie,

Lightning Struck Too

The main line was also cut
on Silvie Street and at the
rear of 3 Lower Algonquin
Street. The Iire Department
was also called to these Io-
cations. Subsidiary lines were
affected in four other locations,
There were three direct strikes
by lightning My, Spence said.
The rural cireuits were also
affected and the main line was
cut behind the Texaco Station
on Highway 17 causing further
damage to the Commission’s
equipment, Mr, Spence had nine
men out helping to deal with
the emergency - all he could
get. They were busy again most
of Sunday and will be engaged
on the cleanup mostof the week,
No estimate of the monetary
valie of the damage is pos-
sibie at this stage,

East End Badly Hit

A resident reports that Severe
local - devastation whipped
through the area around Rabbit
Rock at the end of Hillcrest,
In about 20 seconds of winds
estimated at hurricane force,
two_distinct _swaths were cut
through the trees, One swept
across the top of Rabbit Rock
removing all three large trees
growing on the top of the rock
and felling more than 20.others
on this Island of Town park-
land. This squall ended Ity path

r___.,__ = . T‘ e — &

of damage by neatly felling ® X 1

a large fir tree between two
houses. The second squall
passed just behind the houses
on the Southeast side of Darwin
Crescent, wrecked the chuck
wagon that has been a unique
feature of many events in Deep
River which was parked in Mr,
C. Astill’s garden, and then
left a spectacular track of felled
trees extending off Into the bush,

The storm also caused some
havoc around the Federal Pler,
Two boats were blown off
trailers on the pler and suffered
some hull damage and several
sailboats moored, and with bare
boles, were capsized,

Wind Strength Istimated

Dr, P, J, Barry, meteorologist

of the Environmental Research
Branch at CRNL examined his -
instruments on Monday and
found that two Inches of rain fell i . o
In fifty minutes in the Perch Ay €S paipTH Of
Lake area at the height of the D P
storm, The wind gm%e in the DanaGe A Ao

same area indicated a highest LRI S AR @EDIALY
gust at thirty feet of 30 miles ' LJIBTIL GF Al GEDIEAY /
per hour, At the Plant, at a
helght of 300 fect, the highest
gust was 38 miles per hour,
Dr, Barry explained that a
““fresh gale” of Force 8 on
the Beaufort Scale is defined
as breaking twigs off trees,
Force 8 is from 39 to 46 miles
per hour, Force 9, a “strong
gale” is defined as causing
damage to structures and varies
from 47 to 54 miles per hour,
Dr. Barry doesn’t think there
was any such damage in Deep
River, s impression was that
the trees which came down wero
elther in poor conditionor were
shallowly rooted and he is con-
fident that in Deep River the
strength of the wind didn’t ex-
coed 40 to 45 miles per hour
which would agroe vory well
with observations made at the
Plant,
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Collingwood Enterprise-
Bulletin, Ont.

Collingwood

Experienced

Flood Conditions

Many Collingwood citizens
spent Sunday pumping out cellars
following a deluge of cloudburst
proportions that saw at least
three Inches of rain fall on the
district in less than an hour late
Saturday afternoon.

The storm reached it’s highest
between 4:30 and five-thirty p.m,
when the sudden downpour almost
stopped traffic and sent about a
foot of water rolling down Huron-
tarfo Street threatening a num-
ber of business houses.

The most serious situation de-
veloped at the Collingwood Sew-
age disposal plant when water
filled the eight-foot deep cellar
and completely covered the
pumps, The water came within
six inches of reaching the main
motors but emergency pumps
kept it from rising further until
the rain suddenly came to a halt,
If the water had reached the main
550 motor the sewage disposal
operation would have been ser-
lously affected,

The emergency storm drain
in front of the Collingwood Ship-
yards wasunable to take the over-
flow and the water formed a
minature lake around the C.N.R,

depot for anarea taking in several
blocks, and bubbled up through
the manholes there and at other
locations,

The north west end of the
Collingwood Community Park,
including the ball diamond and the
soccer pitch, was completely in-
undated for several hours,

Firemen answered a ecall to
the Dorchester Hotel when smoke
was seen emerging from the cel-
lar, It turned out that excess
water had reached the electric
motors and started them smok-
ing, There was no fire damage,

The police office switchboard
was Jammed with emergency
calls and police officers had to
wear hip rubber boots to reach
the parked police cruisers in
front of the office, One woman
reported that her neighbour’s dog
was drowning on the front lawn,
It turned out that the dog, a huge
St. Bernard, was enjoying a bath
in about a foot deep pool.

Police said no accidents were
reported during the hour-long
deluge.

There is no estimate of the
water damage but it is expected

to be falrly'heaw’y.//
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