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Confirmed Tornado
Chepstow - Crawford, Ontario
June 11, 1968

Date- Local: Tuesday, June 11%, 1968
UTC: Tuesday, June 11 1968
Time- Local: 1900
UTC: 2300
Location: Chepstow (Vicinity of Hanover) - N of Crawford
Region: Grey - Bruce ‘
Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Category: -999
Casualties: None
Track Length: 32820 m
Width: 20 m
Motion: 240 degrees
Damage Estimate: None available
F-Scale Rating: F2
Code: BS
Damage Survey: Yes
Spotter Reports: None
Other Documents:
Damage survey memorandum
Phone interview notes
Newspaper articles, one with photograph
Radar images
Newark summary sheet
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Tornado F-Scale Re-Assessment
‘Brad L. Rousseau

Tornado Data Production Assistant, Environment Canada
January 26, 2011

Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Date: Tuesday, June 11%, 1968

Location: Chepstow (Vicinity of Hanover) - N of Crawford, Grey — Bruce
Region :

Original Assessment: F1

Re-Assessment: F2

F-Code: BS ,

Explanation of Assessment: Barn completely flattened and debris carried for %
mile constitutes F2 rating according to the Wind Damage rating table.
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5. | PATH IENGTH NCT i 1=Lmi; 57 0mi ; 11-50mi ; LENGT; |
V] KnowN ‘ , IF>50m
I, | PATH WIDTH 8 Go7]5. TORMALC PART OF S4UnLL ]_I\JT"?-YEQ (] NO 5[] UNKNOWN :
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ce " : , ' August 7, 1968

Filing Memorandum

Visit to Hanover to
View Storm Damage

Towers No. 127 - 129 on the 230 kv line, Douglas Point
to Essa, were found to be tipped over following passage of a
thunderstorm at 17:29 EST on Tuesday, June 11. '

The writer visited the site to observe the damage from
a meteorological point of view and to indirectly determine whether
a tornado had been involved and what forces of wind were involved.

Summary , . : '

From the damage to trees, barns, etc. in a very narrow
band which extended four to five miles along a line SW-NE on _
either side of the line, the writer concludes that a small tornado-
type wind force was involved in this storm damage. The width of
destruction appeared to be-less than 50 feet, but it appeared to
track over tower No. 128 which was the centre tower of the fallen
three. : ' ' '

i

Compared to Other Tofnadoes

The width of the damage was very narrow as noted above.
It was difficult to find 'a continuous trail of damage such as
noted in previous tornadoes, as at Courtright or Hemsall. With
the help of conversations with a lady on whose farm the towers
fell and some school children at a nearby school, it was possible
to determine the direction from which the storms came, and what
persons suffered damage. :

The lady noted described a wild dust storm which ob-
scured the view, restricted visibility, and made it impossible
for her husband to drive his truck down his farm lane on his way
to find his son in the back field. When the dust cleared away
- apparently no rain had fallen yet - the towers were down
immediately in front of his truck, so he backed up and went
around by a different route., This dust in the air is indicative
of great instability in the air such as occurs in tornadoes and
associated water spouts etc. The storm appeared to be all over

(Retyped November 21, 1973)
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in less than a minute, which indicates a mnear-impact force would
have been experienced by the tower. A number of trees fully in
.leaf and up to 8" - 10" in diameter ‘were broken off about 8
‘above the ground. 1In another location, two maple trees were

toppled over and pulled out by root. A number of partial barn
roofs were also torn off. '

There was rough continuity in the trail.of damage which
extended along a line from WSW to ENE (see map). '

Meteorology of the Occasion

The atmoépheric conditions were conducive for the
‘production of severe thunderstorms with the possibility of near
or full scale tornadoes. These had been forecast by thé Malton
Weather Office and relayed to the System Supervisor by teletype
and by telephone from the Operations meteorologist in the early
afternoon of June 11. The area to be affected was delineated
as Wiarton-Barrie-Niagara to Windsor - this was further north
than severe warnings usually extend; however, later action
proved it correct. Since the size of a tornado is microscopic
compared to the total atmosphere and even to the area of which
atmosphere actually is measured by a sampling of upper air
stations located 200 - 300 miles apart, it is impossible to pin-
point their future occurrence. It is possible to locate .aresas
of unstable air; however, the.pinpointing of thunderstorms and -
tornadoes can only be done after they form, sometimes this can
be done by radar.

There is ample proof from local weather stations - one
every 50 miles - that heavy thunderstorms occurred with wind
gusts recorded to 50 mph. There is only indirect proof derived
from the damage created, that a tornado.was also involved with
wind velocities much higher than those recorded.

Relative Forces Involved
T
It is normal in summer thunderstorms to have a gusty
wind up to 50 mph. Forces in -a tornado may reach several
hundred miles per hour - since this tornado had a very narrow
path and appeared to be at the bottom of. the tornado scale of

severity, - it is'likely that the wind was in the order of 100 mph
for a short period.

DKAG:ms/Tp k - D.K.A. Gillies
: Senior Meteorologist

cc: Mr. R.H. Hillery Mr. F.C. Lawson
Mr. W.A. Polson Mr. W.H. Winter ’
Mr, N.J. McMurtrie (2)
Mr. J.W. Simpson
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ELECTRIC AND WIND
STORM DAMAGE HEAVY
IN GREY AND BRUCE

Riding the crest of a coldj
front from Michigan, a band o@
warm, moist air whistled throug
Southern Ontario Tuesday nigh
of last week at speeds of up to
60 miles an hour. §

The wind, lightning and rain
it brought with it created havoce|
over much of the area from:
Windsor to Owen Sound, caus=
ing damage which ran well into

Imwood, was
pen in the barn when the storm
istruck.
' “It got dark all of a sudden,
and the next thing I knew the
roof of the barn was gone,” she
said. A son in the stable doing
chores was unhurt,

the largest in Brant Township
The roof of a driving shed alsg
was wrenched off.

There were 10 calves and 27
pigs in the stable of their neigh-

ety

in the chlcken,"the greund in_the face of_high

The Ernest barn was one ofj

'winds. Minutes later a fuii blown
twister rivped the steel roof
from the creamery. Fragments
were found €0 ifeet away.
Across the street a pine tree
was blown into the verandah of
the home of Mrs. Charles Yung-
blut. Mrs. Yungblut, in the gar-
den at the time, was bhowled
over by the force of the wind.

Cedars were uprooted, a con-
struction shack blown over,

the hundreds of thousands of
dollars. . ) .
- 'The storm struck Bruce and
Grey Counties shortly after @

The Wilken barn was flattene

half mile.
Both house and barn of Wal-

‘bors, Mr. and Mrs; Carl Wilkengi

'and debris was carried almost a

bleachers in the ball park knockg
ed down and™ ﬁ'é"”ﬁé‘lﬁé‘am"du‘g’

John Mackay and Murray Fen-|
ton, both of Port Elgin, rescued
the three persons in a small boat.
They had been in the water for
about a half hour. Only the
woman was wearing a lifejacket.
Although they were uninjured,
one man was suffering from ex-
haustion and all were quite
shaken by the ordeal. They were
allowed to return to their homes.
Mr. Mackay ahd Mr. Fenton,
Jboth of whom ‘live near the
water, ventured out into the lake
a’ second time to retrieve the
sailboat. Mr. Mackay, faught

\Dawer muadrqgmgatem £olrse

Lediily

Har?as\ hit was the area about’ ter Brodhagen, RR 1 Elmwoo
three | iles northwest of Han-
over. The force of the wind was
30 great thdt four hydro tow‘ers
Riide of four-ihch angle iron
mapped like match sticks. {
e power line l¢ads frém the
D&nglas Point nuclesr. imwex;
t&tmn to the Harovéer power
on, where power generated
rﬁgouglas Point enters the power
r
I.quS than a mile away a 12«
~old boy and. his 15-year-old

in the house were broken aid
section of the roof torn ofi

A section of the barn roo.. on
the farm of David Wilken also
was blown away.

In Greenock Township, the
barns of Morris Lippert and
Harry Kroeplin were damagéd,
Two barns on the 8th concession
of Carrick Township owned by
Simon Breig and Francis Brass
‘had the roofs ripped away.

# about two miles east of Hanover
had

)

id" serious injury,
Mrs Reuben Ernest,

b
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‘were damaged. All the wmdows'g
al

wrm!

A barn owned by Orville Seip}$

out, a centennial prOJect blown
over the fence, % ? ! W 24
At Southampton a . 'igi
police cruiser was w ; 3
the officer sent to hos
‘accident blamed on the ﬂj
Constable Harvey Stmng w%
#wen to Wiarton Hospital with
'Jack in‘uries after high winds
blew an ap-roaching car into the
path of the rruiser and forced
the ‘officer int> the ditch. He

was. answering “n emergency.
call near the Saugeen Indian
Reserve.

Mrs. K. Tackaberry, Lion's "-Iegdﬁ:
was taken to the Red Cross, Elos-
pital with a possible broken

She was injured while 4

)

its roof lifted, as did onefi
 owned by  Leonard Lang, justf
S S chlldren were inside the,;

[ was a total loss. -

lin,

in a barn which collapsed xdur-z-

Mrs. Tackaberry and hexq

: "": Sity
Tﬁf};s;; Olive Tackaberry

Estimated; dar

age; was $30,000, only part..g

which was covered by msv,mﬁg,ce:

The farm is run by Mrs. : 23

berrys sons, Norman and Erank

R
Three Port Elgin area Q{ﬁgia
narrowly escaped drowmng as
their sailboat overturned in Lake
Huron during the storm.
Cottagers along the beach no-
ticed the capsized boat about a
mile from shore at 6 p.m. Names
of the two men, who work at
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Date -~ June _15, 1968 ' R
™  Source Georgian Bay Rerion

ZNDE:\‘WES June |l 1968 o

POL. - nanover: o T o =7 T JUN 20 1968

Tornado Wrecks Barns
inArea, Causing Blackout

A short but violent storm :pieces of wood fz:om,,mggjgﬁgp?rgmhed owned by Trvin Monk
passed over Hanover and dis- imbedded_in_the roof of Mr.|before knocking over a tree
trict about_six o'clock. Tuesday, . Diemert’s building, ' which fell on
and caused thousands of dollars: One of the steel sheets wasT—Considerable damage ~ was i
damage to farm buildings. busi. . responsible for shorting hydro | caused by the storm in Carrick |
nesses and hvdro installations. !lines which caused the blackout. township. On_the L. 3

The damage was caused by a ' The creamery is owned by Ross | skirts of Mildmay a barn on the
number_of_small twisters form. : Sibbett. property of Mr. and Mrs, Edgar
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ed hy the éti)xfﬁf“’OﬁT“”ﬁ‘E)ch‘"Eﬂi Many Neustadt residents wat- | Hundt - was destroyed while
over four 90 foot high hydrofjche(j__‘_g,b_e)_ntwl'g;g_g_; approach and | their som, Larry, was in it. He
towers in Brant township. The _sxaw,_"i‘;”‘_bjg‘_,mg“ggggmery. Many | was not injured. : -

‘towers supported high voltage! trees  wWere damaged and the| Mr. and Mrs, Simon Breig on

transmission lines which con-gmili.ng on Mrs. Charles Yung.|the 8th concession of Carrick |

duct power between Douglas | blut's” house was broken off. | reported their bham was lifted |

Pcint nuclear power station and Mrs. Yungblut was slightly in-|from its foundation and . com- )
the substation north of Han- jured as she worked in her gar- | pletely demolished, as was a “
over, den. straw shed.

*

Powei™Was off in Hanover for | A large cedar tree, near the| Also on the 8th concession
about haif an hour.—and for home of Henry Holland, was up- | Mr. and Mrs. Francis Bross lost
shorter periods in surrounding . rooted. and a tool shed owned |their straw shed, and one end -
communities. Parts of Neustadt by Elgin Lantz was destroyed. {of their barn and part of the
were without power for over, J. C. Pattinson, manager of [barn roof. _ :
two hours. ) ! Walkerton district Ontario Hy-| About half a row of ornamen-
_Another twister caused con- | dro reported the roof of a large | tal evergreen trees leading to
siderable damage fo_the Toof of | harn at Hollyrond was carried | the house of Oscar Meyer on the
the Neustadt Creamery: lifting | into a 44.000" voit line and was | 8th con. were destroyed. Ly
 Sheets™of “steel roofing and | responsible for blacking out|! In Hanover several television
fcarrying them some distance ! over and district, aerials and masts were toppled.
from the buildin~. One sheet ST WISIET SUTICK east offf One in the south end of town,

i was found about 250 feet away,: Hanover. It tore up two largef| at the residence of Elmer Sch.
i while others' piled up against af trees. then demolished the rop midt, crashed down on the roof
 building owned bv Ken Diemert .of a barn owned by Orval Sein| of a car causing considerahle
!across the road. There were alsof on highway 4. It flaitened 4 - amage to the vebicter™" . -
! & - . -
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Paper
June 12, 1968

Date  nwiagara Reglon

Source

Ontano Hydro Press Clipping Service

hl’cchener—&laterloo Record

o

TueS June N {68

day mght. The fowers carri

TOWERS TOPPLEDJwr-mch cmgle iron in four 85
mutchshcks in the face of gales wh

ied pcwer from

ith ripped through

-foct hydro towers snapped like
Bruce and Grey counties Tues-

the nuclear plant at Douglus Pomr.
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