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Muskoka's ‘Big Blow' Damage
May Reach $300,00!

MINETT — This small com-
munity nestledl on the west
shore of Lake Rosseau has
started cleaning up in the after-
math of one of the worst tor-
rado-forse storm's to strike the
area in years. Two years ago a
similar hit-and-miss twister
touched the Leonard Lake
area, flattening trees, crushing:
cars and flipping over a cottage|
on an island. |

The storm T uesday night
spread "over a_wider area,l ™
reachng I Dote” 1K
MacTier on the south o Minett
iglh‘ér“e' it "dealt the most severe

ow.

Telephone crews worked
; alongside hydro workers, re.
¢ siringing lines after a nighf and
day without communieations or
eleetricity in some secti o ns,
Other parts were restored in
four to five hours. Work crews
{ began to restore services im-
i mediately after the storm which
; lasted only a short while. Trees
: were the main cause of line
{ breakage as they were uprooted
; and flung across suspended
i wires, ! "
UP TO $500,000

First reports of damage at
from $100,000 to $150,000, have
since been revised to fro mi
8250,000 to $300,000 as more !
damage areas were discovered,
The most severe damage oc-
curred at the Wallace Mari na
where two boathouses, one with f
living quarters and a parts'
store. were spread about the!
property in twisted and splint-

. > - . g erclzlcéd pgftioni. tant_s t:veret pro-
t :
ARNOLD MAHON AND WIFE GAZE AT WALL-LIKE TREE ROOT Spects whils. beprater at high

“———=-house roofing landed in_adjoin-!

ing fields, Approximately $20,-

000 worth of new stock that had

just arrived and had not yet!
X been insured was damaged, ,
) Boats stored at the mari n a|
were from as far a way as’
Cleveland, Ohio, New York,
Toronto and Oshawa, Forty!
were damaged. New outboap da}
motors that had just arrived as
summer stock, were smashed|
lo the ground from thejr stands;
by the force of the wind. It
was estimated that the winds,
were of tornado-strength, which
Is _approximately 165 m.p.h. |

- TWo YRS AGo $'miLAR TwSTER
LEONARD LAKE AREA .

n SEE  JuLY G 1948
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The force was so great that 1t‘
lifted a 40 x 60 fodt boat storage’
building 35 fcet into the air,
where it was suspended mo-
mentarily before flying into
articles. and landing on a golf
course about one quarter mile
raway.

Over 30 men joined in the
clean up with front end loaders,
shovels and bare hands.

Trees caused little damag e

in the immediate area of the

Wallace Marina, but at an ad-
qommg property large trees
'were uprooted and lay in a
’tangled mass. Workmen, using
‘power saws started the chore
of cleaning up the property
owned by Bruce Wallace, broth-
'er of the marine owner. The
'boathouse on this location only
a few feet east of the marina,
was torn to shreds, and one sec-
tion lay 40 feet away on the side
‘of a hill.

FARMER ESCAPES

Light miles away to the
Iwutheast a farmer narrowly
,escaped being crushed when his
ibarn collapsed from the force
of the storm.

Arnold Mahon owner of the
,property was leaving the barn
'as the wind tore over a hill to
i the east. “It was an orange and
‘brown cloud of dust, roaring so
loud that it almost eliminated
!'the sound of the barn being
;demohshed " said Mr, Mohan.
.Over 50 trees, the barn, a gar-
lage and pigeon coop were flat-
‘tened, Som e young pigeons
were killed when the coop was
lifted from its foundation and
smashed against a tree.

“It was like a nightmare,”
Mr. Mahon said. *“The barn
groaned and creaked just be-
fore I rushed toward the
house.” He was thrown against
a fence and held there during
the short duration of the force-
ful wind.

Six horses, two cows, and a
dog escaped injury. They were
in the stable below the main
floor; the upper portion of the

Narn was flattened. A huge tree
lear the barn was uprooted,
creating a natural wall.

Roads in the area were scat-’
tered with fallen trees and
limbs. On the east shore road,
cottage owners will find several
boats overturned when they re-
turn for their weekly. visit.|
Work crews {rom the township’
were working around the clock
in order to clear the debris
from roads. !

There were no injuries suf-'
fered during the storm, which
was accompanied by heavy
rains, lightning and thunder.

- Lloyd McClelland descrihed
what he saw from the marine
store which escaped serious
damage. “It was a three to
fogr.foot water drift-like snow
drifting. A curtain reached
from the water to the sky,
makmg it impossible to s ee be-

.yond.”

Electric clocks stopped in the
area of the marina here at Min-
ett at 7:45 p.m. At the south
end of the Lake they. stopped at
7:55 p.m., ten mmutes later.
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MINETT MARINA WAS IN SHAMBLES AFTER TORNADO HIT
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MINETT — Tornado-strength
winds that lasted only about 10
seconds smashed buildings, up-
rooted scores of trees, and pick-
ed up 1oofs and boats _and car-
a “over a quartet
urmg “Tuesday night’s

storm.
Damage was estimated at be-
tween $100,000 and $150,000 to
one Lake Rosseau marina alqne
as residents sifted through
the wreckage today. Word of the
dlsaster didn't get out until
fgh)eaday, because roads were
.- tkedijby fallen trees and
o 'x;e lines were down,
y 60 marine building.
et ulin in stock room, boat slips

wut livifig quarters, was flatten
weil, oF hmg several boats a nd
thr ¢ merchandise into the

I\ ; s nearby. No one was

it e building when the storm

sy ;; stortly before 8 p.m.
g8y,
. .%ll h.lN AIR )
{}nployee of Wallace Maxr-
) ",Ld how another hoat stor-
‘xﬁzﬂding was lifted into the
aH 1

"It seemed to hang theré for
& si.oment then it disentegrated)w.
with pieces flying in all di
rections,” said Lloyd McC1 el
land.

Part of the building was los
cated a quarter mile awa C¥
the golf course owned by Clev
land House. McCle]land stated:
“A boat_tied_at the

near the gas
tg'e boat house -‘ar;,gh,

.;

ﬁz; Jung I

ey T ERETT s

1969

“Curtain”

Path Of Ruin

on the shore over 300 feet from
the end of the dock. A boat
moored in the boat slips of the
storage building, sped ba c k-
wards through the water as if
it was at full throttle in re-
verse.”

It was located later against
the opposit € shore a hali mile
from its moorings.

“Bubs™ Irvin Wallace Sr.,
founder of the marina, estim-
ated that 40 of the 50 boats will
require repairs.

McClelland said the storm
‘“drifted across the bay like a
snowdrift three feet high with
‘a curtain rising skywards block-
ing the vxew of 1slands in the
bay.”

Irvin Wallace, manager of
the marina stated: “It was a
wipe out. Over eight years of
growth . in ‘our business has
gone, it will require complete
reconstruction.”

“We'll start again,”
Mrs.  Wallace.

An adjoining property own-
ed by Mr. Wallace's broth er,
Bruce, was also hard hit. A
metal roof from his boat house

ted off and flev

g 1o rest 40 fe
bank The balance of the boat
house disentegrated and was
scattered. About 15 to 20 trees
n|were uprooted.
A . short distance away, the
Paignton House lawn was torn

said

el and s1c§wa]ks smashed as up-

t up aje

main lodge.

Across the bay at the Cleve-
land House, a cottage suffered -
extensive damage when the .
roof was lifted and set behind
the cottage in a vertical posi-
tion. “It was miraculous that
no one was injured,” said Min-
ett fire chief Jack Nichols.
CAUGHT OUTSIDE

Eight miles south on the op-
posite shore, a barn, garage and
pigeon shed were flattened

Arnold Mahon, owner of the
property said: “I heard a A
roaring sound and hes ;
of the barn for the ho
was carring a hammer
and square that was wreng
from my hands and thn
50 to 60 feet in front of me;
wind drove me against ¢
barnyard fence as the bar r;,
crashed behind me.”

He described the scene qs
‘‘an_orange-red_
toward the barn, Six saddle ‘hor-
ses and two steers along with
Trixie, the family dog were. in
the lower level of the barn ‘gnd’
escaped injury.

r. Mohan’s son, Bob, sa id

the ‘garage seemed to_rise and.
explode.”

""*“The pigeon coop housing sev-
eral pigeons was carried about
50 feet crashing into a tree on
the way.”

The family home suffered mi-
nor damage as shingles were
lifted andgwmdows broken. The
floor wag wjth leav es, §

small stigks
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Storm Smashes B

Boats, Damage

MINETT — Storm damage to,
Wall's Marina here last night the roof was ripped from a cot.
has been roughly estimated 1g tage, occupied by m en.
be 1n the neighborhoord of $109.- They escaped unhurt,
000, he power was

Forty boats were damaged, a five hours in the region, and
storage building was flattened crippled the utility services in
and other eyuipmenrt damag- Gravenhurst, Bracebm’dge and
ed. One an.t_}.‘:s’sl&.Dig‘.km_Lw_.by Bala,
the 3an n.p.h. winds and flung" Judging by dgmqgg repor ts,
om&q;ng;'ie;f”gﬁAammxp_glg___ﬁx_g,y.jthe storm cut™a  swath from
landing on the Paignion House | MacTier through Foote's B ay
Golf " Course T and Minett,

Tris "Wallace, wife of owner  Mr. and Mis. Geoyge Lean
Trving " Bubs" Wallace, said of Farquhar St. in Gravenhurst
there war no way of giving an.were without power for som e
exact account of the damage,;time when a 50 foot {ree was
but that it was close to § 000. 'blown over, tearing the main

Caught In t;:a?ﬁu,r'ing Storm
Two Youths Ere Found Safe

FOOTE'S BAY — A sear c h
for two Toronto vouths caught:
in last night's storm, in thei I, searching for a
small craft, ended when they ip the area when the storm
were found safe by the Bala- struck.

OPP Marine crew, During the storm, 50 m.p.h.

Police found David Lait, 18, winds were reported at Mu s-
and Jim Naysmith, 17, at 1:15 koka Airport.

a.m. this morning after scarch-  The boys left the Woodruff
ers combed the ghores in search 'Bav area on Lake Joseph at
of the two boys, following a sev- 7:15 p.m. in a 13-foot boat pow-
ere storin that hit (he area-ered by an 19 h.p. motor, to
shortly atter 8 p.m, The boy s cross Lake Joseph for

had made it to shore near Port ‘Bay.

Sandfield off Avon Bay. Thev

friend's cottage

$100,000

off for up to,'

told police that they had been | Bay experienceq difficulty

‘struck
‘the Anne Si.

Avon,’

ran hour and a haly.

uilding

’hydro supply service from their
thome. Workmen from the Gra-
‘venhurst Light and Water
; Commission were kept busy.

In other parts of town, sireet
lighting was out of order and,
on the east end of Royal St.,
‘a branch from a tree broke the
hydro line feeding that area, On

iJohn St. south. two limbs from
trees blocked g portion of the

i Street,

Little Damage
In Orillia Area

Area police depariments re-
ported minoy damage caused
as a result of Tuesday night’s
storm. At Riverside Beach, a
’tree fell to the ground across
the 9th Concession but was re-’
imoved without delay. |
' In the Midland area. ‘a num-
ber of boals on the Georgi an
in

i havigation, and two boats were
itowed to she

e, report the
‘Midland QPP,

' Barrie city police report that
the electric generator, that s
used at the police station in:
case .of emergency, started
automatically whepn lightnin g
2 hydro transformer in,
indystrial area.
The power was not restored for
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. PORT. cARL;NG i :
{Staff) — A mop-u[i S
' iwn continyes today it ‘Wal-
Marina, ﬁgﬁ;,ake Ros-

:team where

ge &
Ina pm-pomt attack the :
tornado
on a boathrmse and sucked ‘
1t 260 feet into the ir pi

‘main marina building 30
- feet' from the - boathouse |
‘when the wind cone struck,
O “It.was all over in five
-Seconds,” he ‘said, - “The
; age was confined to g

about 50 fgét wide and
500%@ ef Tong.”

seemed g Ieave the - sur-
rounding cottages relatxvely |
free of dama age. b
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