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Confirmed Tornado
Formosa - Markdale, Ontario
July 9, 1965

Date- Local: Friday, July 9", 1965
UTC: Friday, July 9", 1965
Time- Local: 1520
UTC: 1920
Location: Formosa (SW of Walkerton) — NW of Markdale
Region: Grey - Bruce
Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Category: -999
Casualties: 5 animals dead
Track Length: 50000 m
Width: None available
Motion: 235 degrees
Damage Estimate: $1 million
F-Scale Rating: F3
Code: AH, BS
Damage Survey: None
Spotter Reports: None
Other Documents:
Phone interview notes with damage victims
Several newspaper articles
Map of tornado track
Newark summary sheet
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Tornado F-Scale Assessment
. Brad L. Rousseau
Tornado Data Production Assistant, Environment Canada
January 26", 2011

Classification: Confirmed Tornado

Date: Friday, July 9™, 1965

Location: Formosa (SW of Walkerton) — NW of Markdale, Huron — Perth
Region

Assessment: F3

F-Code: AH, BS

Explanation of Assessment: House with roof removed and a brick wall
shattered and a barn was picked up and scattered. Car was thrown 75 ft and another
thrown 200 ft and some cows were also thrown.
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,ntario Hydro Press Clipping Service

Paper
Date

JUL 101965

Baby Twister

Wrecks Cars,

Flips Cottage

Special to The Globs and" Mait

BRACEBRIDGE ~ Three
unoccupied cars were crushed

by a giant maple and a cot-

tage was overtumed last night
when a small twister swooped
down on Leonard Lake, about
seven miles west of here.

The twister came in" ’the
midst of a heavy storm and
lasted for less than three min-
utes, No one was reported
hurt, but. Bracebridge OPP
are checking cottages for
damage andf‘possnble injuries.

Boats on"'the ' lake were .

picked” up, overturned, &and
smashed and many many cottage
wmdows were broken. A cot-

ge.on_an. island in the_ mid-
dle of .the lake was turned up-
slde dewn and tosspd to the
Jyggersegge. Co

Most - hydro and: telephone
lines were knocked out.

Toronto Globe and Mdail (Final)

2= |

LEoNARD LAYE

ka Juy 9

196 S

-— . w4 =



«ario Hydro Press JClippinq Service

Paper
Date

Toronto Daily Star

JUL 10 1965

FAl Suwy 9 1965

wister batters W. Ontario
damage estimated at $1,000,000

Special to The Star |
) i at 4 p.m., missed the towns

and farm homes on its | ;
g ' is north of lanover. said

WALKERTON—A  freak
twister cut a swath of
destruction 50 miles long
tarough this part of Western |
Onturio yesterday, causing

an estimated $1.000,000
__damage, but injuring no
one.

(Rggirming at Kincardine |
4 'ending at Markdale, it !
killed livestock, tore up !
barns, blocked highways, .
and pulled out hydro poles.

The twister. which started | whole tree flying past the

route.
Kenneth Johnson, a Walk-
erton farmer, said he was

| sitting on his porch when

the strom hit, tearing out
both of his barns.

“It suddenly got black as
night,” he said. ‘I could
hear _this terrible  roar.
Abou_t _all I could see was a

|

|

house.”
Harry Fisk, whose farm

the wind flattened his barn
like a *“huge hand had
squashed it.”

A barn on the farm of
Kenneth Love, near Mark-
dale, was hurled 500 feet.
. His cement block silo was
demolished.

A car owned by Mel Tib- !

bett, a neighbor, was picked
up by the twister and
thrown through a barn.

The Wingham, Formosa
and Kincardine area was
without electric power for
three hours last night.

Boats. on Lake Leonard,
near Bracebridge, were
overturned and cottage win-
dows smashed in another

e W

storm. A cottage on
an island in the middle of
the lake was turned upside

- down and tossed to the wa-

.ters’ edge.

In Fort krie, lightning
which accompanied heavy
rainstorms was blamed for
a $20,000 fire which burned
out a hardware store.

e 5,-2/
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$1.000,000
Twister Hit
Western Ont.

in Western Ontario, dur-
ing yesterday’s storm. a
twister caused an estimated
$1,000,000 damage along a
50-mile path near Walkerton
and Markdale.

Several barns were des
troyed and there were ve-
ports of livestock killed bet-
ween Kincardine and Mark-
dale. One..car.was. tossed
through a barn wall,
“Fallen hydro poles
biocked highways and coun-
try roads.

Rain and wind lashed
most of Southern Ontario
last night, damaging pro-
perty and dumping ahout
three quarters of an inch of
rain, making driving hazar-
dous.

Numerous minor traffic
accidents were reported in
Metro. There were no seri-
ous injuries.

The storm hit hardest in
the Muskoka district where
cottages were damaged,
baats overturned and hydre
and telephone lines knocked
out. -

Winds estimated at 50

miles an hour turned over a;
cottage on an islamd near |
Bracebridge. About 40 large |
pine trees were uprooted. |

40 3. 804 13—
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" Roofs Lifted, Hydro Disrupted
" By Wind, Electrical Storm

An elecetrical storm, with
winds gusting up to 50 miles an
hour hit Western Ontario yes-
terday, lifting roofs from barns
ana snuffing out hydro in many
arcas.

The storm brought an inch
of rain to the Walkerton area
and half an inch to Wingham.

Winghan: and District Hospi-
ta! operated for three hours with
&l emergency generator when
rower was cul off. CKNX tcle-
vision in Wingham did not
broadcast for the three hours
while CKNX radio broadcasted
ol an emergency generator.

A silo and a barn were flat-
tened by the high winds on the
farm 6l Kenneth Love, Conces-
sion 11, 2% miles north of
Markdale. The roof of the barn
was carried 500 feet.

I'our miles northwest of the
Love farm, the barn of Melvin
Tebbet was shlftedwl_the winds
and ihe roof of a shed was

blown off.

The roof was also blown from |™=
a cottage on Highway 10 eight
nsiles north of Markdale.

Teeswater, Wingham and Kin-
cardine and rural areas in the
vicinity were without power
when a main transmission line
between Hanover and Walkerton
was knocked out.

Trees fell across highway 9
nz= Greenock causing a detour
around the hamlet. Power was
alsn disrupted in Clinton and
Goderich for about an hour. The
area from Amberly up the
Lake Huron shoreline was al-
so affected.

Rain Jell for about hall an
hour at Chesley. The Meaford-
Owen Sound area had rain for
45 minutes. Hydro was off in
the entire community of Ches-
lexv for half an hour.

The Mount Forest weather
slation reporied six -
are inch of rain during the af-

fernoon — with four - tenths of
@i inch coming in 10 minutes.
Winds al the station reached 33

mites an hour and officials said

winds would be higher in the .

Markdale arvea where the
storm seemed to be centered,

A number of trees were blown‘_

tenths of -

down in Goderich and power
was olf in the cast - central
scction of town for an hour.
Tiees were also spread across
highway 4 between Brucefield
ana Clinton.

The storm struck Kitchener-
Waterloo about 5 p.m. and blew
in three windows at Si. Anne's
Separate School in Waterloo.
Hydro was off in downtown Wa-
terloo for 45 minules early last
night.

Part of an elm tree came
down in Exeter and brought
dcwn electrical lines. Business-
es in one block were without
Lydro. All but three shops had
service again within an hour at
4 pm. and the remainder by
€:36 p.m.

Rebgry RicHANDson . ("C.‘UQ) (38 ‘“;F ég’
NR. MARKDALE =

Sceveral trees were blown
down ncar Brodhagen. The
roof of a barn owned by Louis
Duffy, in McKillop Township,
was blown off.

No rain fell in Chatham,
Sarnia or the Petrolia arcas
but winds wcre reported gust-
ing to about 40 miles an hour.

The London weather office
said .21 of an inch of rain
fell in London where winds
gusted to 22 miles an hour.

In Woodstock, 65 of an
inch of rain fell, and will
help the second growth of
hay and pasture, according
to Oxford County agricultural
representative, D. A, Taylor.

Both St. Thomas and Sim-
coe reported .12 of an inch
of rain,
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Demoljshed

- ind—atternoon on Friday iast, ' : )

Wingham and other centres to —

the west of the hydro line break; )

. Great Loss In At Least One IHS*Qﬂce"'g were withou(!:1 electricity for three
i e i 8. 8 g
Said Not Covered By Wind Insurance o oy e e zov

er through the hydro sub-station

at Hanover, to the east.
— The power interruption - 8t
Welkerton occurred during a

. o .

( IP -2/“(,:,7 EETP)

?

-, CHTS THIBTV_EIVE MILE SWAT

posed of demolished barns, up-
rooted trees, overturned vehicles
and farm implements, as well as

dead cattle, was left in the wake:

of a miniature tornade which

cut through Greenock, Brant and -

Bentinck Townships on Friday
afternoon. While the damage in-
flicted by the twister, along its
pat extending for about 85
mil{ )amounted to many thou-
sands of dollars, there was for-
. tunately no loss of human life,

with likewise no injuries having.

been reported.

The twister commenced Iis

work of devastation at approxi-

mately 3:20 p.m. as it touched
down to earth northwest of For-
mosa. The first farm to be hit
was that of the Wilfred Bruder
Estate, situated on Highway 4
& 9, about 4% miles west of

Walkerton, and operated by the’

deceased’s sons, John, Peter and
Jerome Bruder.

Here the baby tornado wreak-
ed total destruction, as one of
the largest barns in Bruce Coun-
ty, such being of exceptional
height and mesasuring 62 x 92
feet, was lifted fin_its entirety
from its foundations,..and. litter-
ed over the large ad eld,
which™ bordered the highway
many hundred feet distance.
far away as one and a half miles,
northeast of the site of the erst-
while barn, which was said to
havimbeen “‘equipped like a
pala_ " large pieces of its alu-
minum sheet roofing were to bhe
found in fences and trees.

Simultaneously on the same
Brudzr farm, en adjoining vig
ben, about 40 x 50 feet in size,
and a driving shed, 40 x 60, it-
self as large as many rural barns,

and containing a full line of farm

fmplements, with many new
units, literally - exploded and
with the main barn, came to
earth in the form of timbers and
beams, splintered like match-
sticks, with boards and roofing
being carried like kites and

strewn over nearby fields by the

swirling winds of the tornado.

" struck.

As,

In the samé great turm!.l!n’ce;
a car on the farm was carried 75

. feet, landing on its roof; a calf

ed 20 feet ‘into a tree;
tle “beasts were killed,
one of which was almost decapi-
tatéd by flying debris, and two
6i6Ye " Tiad to be later destroyed.
It is thought that some may have
been struck by lightning.

Untouched by the utter havoe
inflicted by the twister was the
log- house, in which the widow, .
Mrs. Wilfred Bruder, was pre-
sent at the time the tornado
She did not see the des-
truction taking place, but did go
to the back door to close it after
it had come open by “a gust of
wind,” and with so doing, the
front door opened, she said.

Mrs. Bruder omnly witnessed
the disaster whicfi- HaU VISIeq |
the premises, when she Ilater
went outdoors. Her sons, work-:
ing_in _a_ distant field, did not
know a twister passed

W a8t through,
the first sign of the catastrophe

ble which before had been the

large farm buildings,

The Bruders carried no wind

insurance whatever on the de-:

molished structures, i
Highway Was Blocked J

Several huge elm trees and a

of the devastated Bruder farm,
in Greenock, were uprooted and
thrown across Highway 4 & 9,
necessitating the detouring of
traffic around the blocked con-

cession. Highway and hydro
crews immediately set about the
'big task of restoring highway
travel and electric power,

Highway employees working,
with power saws, trucks and
cables finally had the obstructing
trees cleared from the provincial
highway, and the {raffic flow
recommenced through the dam-
aged area, around 7 p.m.

 Kraemer home stopped at 3:20

thunder and reinstorm, which
cleared up within the space of
about a half hour.

,  The neighbour to the east of
jthe Bruder farm, Stephen Krae-
mer, bhad several trees blown
over, Some windows in his
houge were also broken by fiy-
ing ‘debris from - the distant
Bruder farm structures, and the
brivate garage was shifted on its
foundation.

The electric eclocks at the
p.m., the time that the twister
struck, . ’

Apple Orchard Hit

From the Bruder premises, the’
tornado’s northeasterly course was
marked by large uprooted, brok-
en and splintered trees, extend-
ing across the countryside as far
as the eye could gee.

The next farm to be hit by the
tornado, - was that occuapied by
Ross Johnston,
three-guarter miles directly west
of Walkerton, and about two

heing the sight from afar of rub- !

miles distant from the first
scene of destruction, Here
twelve apple trees were uproot-
ed, with many large branches
gouging the pasture as they cart-
wheeled for a distance of about
five - hundred feet, The barn
was demolished, with windows

in the nearby house being brok-
en by flying

boards. Aluminum

Manitoba maple in the vieinity -

%

While Walkerton was without|

power for about 83 minutes in

barn’ roofing littered the area,
some becoming“entangled in the
fences and hydrs“wires.
QOar Carried 200 Feet
Just across the road, and a-
galn in line with the northeast-
erly course of the twister, the

‘farm of Earl Johnston became.

the next victim,

Mr. Johnston staies that he’
was sitting in the glassed-in sun-
porch of his house, talking with
Some people, when everything
became white outside, as though
during a blizzard. This was fol-
lowed by a few seconds of roar-
ing sound and all was over,

Sremien KRawmeR

ex o%
situated two and ~reme., ;
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e
per hour. The speed of a tomﬂ
stant, Were five or six large do's spiralling winds however is
;rees Near the house, some of {often estimated in terms of hun-
which struck the dwelling. All |areds of miles per hour.
the window panes on the west|| Only Direct House Damage
gide of the home were smashed, |, - The sole instance,” where the
as were those in the sunporch. A tornado’'s force directly damaged
jarge nearby tree was broken off |{i2 residence, to any notable ex-
at its base, and carried six hun- ||| tent, was at the former William
dred feet by the ~wind, before | Morgan home Aacross the road
peing deposited in the middle of | |from, and to the east of the Ri-
a field. chardson farm, and which the

A car parked in the Johnston twister next visited. Here the
lane beside the house, was._car- prick wall of the sumimer kitchen
rled “Torthward 200 “'feet, and |Was shattered and the roof\lifted
¢hrust~witti~such _force into_the off. ;
parn foundation that it put a So many fallen and uprooted
large”"mil'a'*iﬁ“"th'e"gtb‘ﬁe"an'd”'con. trees littered the premises that
crete ~wall. ) the whole lawn was practically

The barn was shattered by the hidden. Three huge spruce trees,
spiralling winds, while flatten- which bordered the driveway,
od were a pig pen and hen house. and spaced about eight feet a-
On an adjoining farm, the for- part, were chopped .off at &
mer Henry Ernest premises, also height of 16 feet from the
owned, along with the other {wo -\ground, attesting to the tremen-
farme™ by Earl Johnston, the )} dous power amd the weird be-
roof as torn off of the barm. | haviour of the tornado.

Went To Close Window ' Hecentricities Of Storm

Still in a northeasterly divec- | Mrs. David Gateman, R.R. 1,
tion, the trail of destruction con- | Walkerton was holding 8 pet dos
tinued, with the rural property of when___the _violent  windstorm
Harry Fisk, on the 5th sidercad struck. The animal was snatch-
of Brant, two miles northwest ot 9.51,.,‘f,xﬂm.ﬂll,gll_&l;mg.@nd._wag later |
Walkerton, being in the path of found in_a_graia field. !
the relentless twister, Which “fn Bentinck Township, where
travelled at between 20 and 25 the twister next hit, six 4,000~
miles per hour. volt hydro poles were shorn off,

i

Mrs Fisk, in the house at the north of Hanover, causiog &
time, heard the rushing of wind ghort-circuit that resulted in the

and hurried to shut the upstairs, operation of the railway crossing
windows. There was & loud hut |flashing 1ights near Hanover.

brief_roaring sound and then si- The roof of the township ma-
lenece. Though realizing that a chinery building had its roof
strong wind had hit the premises, torn off. The oil furnace and 2

Likewlse over at the same in-

Mr. Fisk was however astounded portion of the cement block wall i,z 4 /é\ ' & r#«e* ‘
to see his driving shed levelled | WSrS also ripped out by the ) s AP [° [‘ oAV
jand the barn practically de- winds. ; g e
molished. | At the farm premises of Ro- ¢
The next farm buildings to be pert Knapp, just west of the sald}
it by the twister were those of township garage, the storm flat- E~ ll P o e
y’/ Bob Richardson, on the 10th tened the barn and drive shed. Irperr ¥ Oy~ . '
sideroad of Brant, the next con-j A summer cottage, about 2 e, T

cossion over, and 2 miles directly. half mile distant, was twisted on
__north_of Walkerton. Here the its foundation, while a few miles |
e =Titted the roof of a drive- still further east, the barn of
¥ ), adjoining the karh, which: Bruce Boyce of Bentinck was de-
muaculously was left untouched! molished.
by the twister. A large maple The tornado finally blew itself
.crashed into a rear section of the out in the northeastern part of
Rienardson home, separating it | |GISY County, but not betore it
pariially from the house proper. ‘| had flattened the barn and a new
It was at exactly 3:86 p.am. concrete silo on the farm of Ken-
ot v tormado hIVEUERISHIRY=] | aeth LAvD, SoSK Merkdale.
con farm, as such was the time | (Pictures on Page Eleven.)
that the electrle clocks in the
heme stoppeds  Thus fifteen
minutes were required for the
{wister to travel from the Wil
fred Bruder farm to the Richard-
son premises, & distance of five
and s half miles, indicating that
the tornado travelled across the
area at approximately 22 miles

n < n V:} /;7 i / :
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