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Confirmed Tornado
Courtright - Smithville, Ontario
June 16, 1960

Date- Local: Thursday, June 16", 1960
UTC: Thursday, June 16™, 1960
Time- Local: 1915
UTC: 2315
Location: Courtright — Smithville (9 km SE of Sarnia)
Region: Sarnia - Lambton
Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Category: -999
Casualties: None
Track Length: 17680 m
Width: 1600 m
Motion: 225 degrees
Damage Estimate: $250000
F-Scale Rating: F2
Code: BS
Damage Survey: Yes
Spotter Reports: Yes
Other Documents:
Damage survey memorandum outlining the event (time, areas affected, damage)
Many newspaper articles with pictures of damaged structures
Map of tornado track
Newark summary sheet




Tornado F-Scale Assessment
Brad L. Rousseau
Tornado Data Production Assistant, Environment Canada
January 26, 2011

Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Date: Thursday, June 16th, 1960
Location: Courtright — Smithville (9 km SE of Sarnia), Sarnia — Lambton Region

Assessment: F2

F-Code: BS

Explanation of Assessment: 40 barns were destroyed, 9 120 ft hydro towers
swept to the ground. A concrete block building in Courtright was demolished and some
lifted off foundations.
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FILIKG MEMORANDUM

D.K. CAMIDELL
Line ¥aintenance

Preliminary Statement of Tornado
- Southwestern Ontario, June 16, 1960

On June 16 at 19:1% FDT a tornrado enter:d Ontario
over the farm of Hr. Bedard located 1 mile South nf Courtwright
on the St, Clair ®iver, Moving at 55 miles per hour, the
tornado lashed the countryside toppling barns trees, reaoving
‘roofs froam barns, and hrendirg TV serials at 95° angles in a
northensterly path atout 1 wuile vide with the severest damage
ocenrring over the central 1,000 feet of the stora. ‘iho
tornado which apgeared a3 a gray tunnel to Hr, Tvalko who lives
-about 920 feet sonthwest of tower 222, passed over his tuildirrs
‘and on towards the northeast, “he stora diminisned in intersity
until it tecawme just an ordinary wind storu around Forest about
30 minutes after it entered Ontario, '

Visual evidence of the dsmnce created ty the storiz indi-
cate that 1t was an explosive type sction produced hy a coubina-
tion of strong winds and a sharp pressure Alscontinity, 4ind

- velocities wer. vrobably greater than 103 aph but calculations
of the forces involved have not been coanleted,

Interviews with reasidents in these areas indicate a
storm of this type might te expected about once in fifteen years,

et e e

D.K.A, Cillics
DEAG MM : Estimstes and Resources Section




