APDA 2 )

Confirmed Tornado
Edgewater Beach-McGregor, Ontario
May 12, 1956

Date- Local: Saturday, May 12", 1956
UTC: Saturday, May 12%, 1956
Time- Local: 1845
UTC: 2245
Location: Edgewater Beach - McGregor
Region: Windsor — Essex — Chatham - Kent
Classification: Confirmed Tornado
Category: -999
Casualties: None
Track Length: 13720 m
Width: 100 m
Motion: 280 degrees
Damage Estimate: $250000
F-Scale Rating: F3
Code: AH
Damage Survey: None
Spotter Reports: Yes
Other Documents:
Numerous newspaper articles
Synoptic analysis charts (Isobaric, frontal, 500mb)
Map of tornado track
Newark summary sheet
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Tornado F-Scale Re-Assessment
Brad L. Rousseau

Tornado Data Production Assistant, Environment Canada
January 26, 2011

Classification: Confirmed Tornado

Date: Saturday, May 12%, 1956

Location: Edgewater Beach — McGregor, Windsor — Essex — Chatham — Kent
Region

Original Assessment: F2

Re-Assessment: F3

F-Code: UH

Explanation of Assessment: Houses destroyed constitutes F3 rating but
construction quality unknown therefore remained F3 and not F4
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-BEZAIRE 4
Star Staff Reporters ' (I | !
- Cleanup crews ‘were working today in the wake of a '
blasting tornado that skipped through ‘Anderdon Township

Saturd rday. mghtMuple. smashing houses,
and sheds and causing damage estimated at $250,000.

No one was kllled
'I‘_he_ tornade’s familiar and feared dark funnel
whirled across the Detrmt River into Essex County

shout 6:45 pn.

- The big, swirling vortex exploded - barns into match—

wood and ripped houses to picces. In one case, a home

~disappeared, leaving the owner still sitting. in the kitchen

“chair he occupied’ “when the house was: struck and rattled
e

" to pieces.
"" ‘In"case after case, “heavy barn‘

timbers tumbled, but cattle. and
other animals struggled out ofi 6 L,=5 Pm

'the wreckage, unscathed.

Of the 16 injured, 14 were in' , %J
(,one house when the big twister Sa ‘ M%Y ’ &_

thundered down on Walker Rd.,
three miles south -of Mc regor
and 18 miles south of Windsor.|
All the injured were struck in!
this' one area, where the. heavy
damage .{ook place.

The: injured were:

Charles Root, Jr., 25, owner
of the house in which 14 of the
16 persons were injured. He
may have a fractured back.

Betty © Root, 31, wife of
Chiﬂég;“éﬁé"sf' injuries. 1

Catherine Jean Root, “two
months, daughter of - Charles,
i shoek. -

Mary Alice Root, 3. daughter
of Charles, minor injuries. She’
has been released from hos
pital. - )

Sidney, 42, son of Charles,
minor njuries. He was re
leased from hospital.

Albert Tarccla, 52, of 389
Church St., a relative of

See McGREGOR—Page 6
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Charles, minor injuries,
leased from hospital.
Mrs. Charies Root Sr., 45,
mother of Charles Jr.,, wminor
injuries, veleased after treat
ment. '

A family of seven; in the Root
home at the time, suffered minor
injuries and were released after
{reatment. They are Calvin“Pete”
Harvey, 25, of Sandwmh ‘West,
his wife, Jean; their ch11d1en,
Ralph, 3, Ann, twoe months, Bar-
bara, 10, Darel, 5, and Walter, 8

Those hurt:in the - second
house which was flajtened (the
property of Ernest Dorey, 56),.
included Mrs., Faye Wall, 52,
housekeeper, chest ‘injuries.

Leonard Colombo, 10, son of
Abbie Colombo, McGregor,,
grandson of Mrs. Wall, minor
injuries. He has been released
by hespital.

All the injured were taken to
{Metropolitan General Hoqpltal in
1Wmd501

' The destroyed houses included,
‘home of Ernest Dorey, three
{miles_south of McGregor; home
of Charles Root, three miles south
'cf McGregor, home of Mrs. Coh

i
i

.don and an unoccumed place
ithree miles south of McGregor.

The tornado struck with most
families around the dinner table.
The twister hit Allan Pavk, Mich.,
then raced across the Detroit
River at Edgewater Beach, three
niiles north of Amherstburg.

The somctimes black, some-
times orange voules, cut a slash
across Anderdon from the north-
wost to the southeast of the town-
ship, blowing itself out Just be-
yond McGregor.

Reeve Eugene Whalen of
Anderdon said: “It was miracu-
lous. Thank God nobody was
killed.” Sunday, he surveved
the wreckage which included
four hemes destreyved: 14 barns
destroyed or damaged; 10 tool-
machine sheds demaged or
destroyed; a schoo! roof des-
troyed: counntless garages and
small buildings tumbled; and
one wooden farm silo destreyed.

'

. In dozens ol cases, wind-lossed
‘barn and shed timbers came pelt-
ling through windows of homes,
land families ducked to avoid in-
jury. Window damage was S0 ex-
tensive it is boyond estimato.

-lcrib, a barn and a pig pen were

Aoy

£ LLOUY

into_the sky.”

Striking at about 6:45 p.m.
Saturday it grabbed Bud Wolli-
son’s fish and ‘tackle and snack

,"’.

au‘
No.one was near the store but
damage is expected to run fto
about $3.000. Mr. Wollison is re-
ported to have left the store
abouit 30 minutes before the tor-
nado smashed his business.

Damage included - two e
frigerator wunits, several hun-
dred dollars’ worth of stock,
$400 worth of f1sh1ng licences
and other goods.

Along the New Canaan Road,
it was the sammi&
ally every farm. At Don Me-
Kinnon’s farm. also on the New
Canaan Road, Mrs. McKinnon was
cooking -supper for her husband
and eight children—ranging fr om,
11 yeays to three months—when
the windows caved in. In a mat-
ter of minutes, the roof was torn
from part of the house and the

-iwhich had been inside the barn
was lying about 150 feet away
upside down. )
On' the farm of Alois Rada .
and Jehn Zatorsky, the twister
ripped the roof from two mush-
room houses from which a crop
was ‘being harvested.
Metro Ostrowercha and his
wife, ‘Btella, estimated the tor-
nado damage on their farm " at

$25,000. . From the. back porch
of Metms home, a garage, a corn

flaxtened Six head of cattle in
the barntescaped. After it was
all over, a_sow who was separated
from her lxtter was found in the
middle ‘ofta field. The terrified

steps and refused to move.

In the House when the twis-
ter struck -were Hr. and Mrs.
(strowescha, their son, Pete,
17, 16-year-old Xiike and Mary,
i4. A grandsom, Gary Ostro-
wereha, of 1€30 Cadillac St.,
Windsor, was visiting at the
(istrowercha home. No one
was hurt despite flying glass
which smashed windows.in the
front of the heuse.

Rarns, silog, implement sheds
,md chickep coops took a beating'
all , through the avea. On
farm of Graut

fnear v Canaan the twister vip-

ped a 60-by-33-foot barn, scatter-

ing it throogh the tields.

‘\pnaed to the rain werce the seed.

grain, 200 bushels of soy beans,

150 bushels

bushels of oats.
Tarpaulins  were

the grain by neighbors

Gerald Msrris,\ who was look-
ing out of a window in the
basewent when the twister
struck, counted as many as {ive
funnel shaped clouds just he-
fore ihe tornado struck the
Morris farm. The wind blew in
a window of the hounse, and
moved a partition between tweo’

iMorris farm,
Mr.
He hurried

slruck a’ trans
was_ Iving on

his car
\vhx(n,1

house,
! {former

iha anr frarioe ani Srant and

Lett jen was ripped from the side
he Gignac home and a cream| jover,
dloff the foundat ion,'

of wheat and 100 in thelt\vg sﬂoc

rooms,  knocking part of it
down. .
Across the road from the

Nicholas Garduer’s
jbarn blew down ou two cows and
; Gardner was in
'Wiudsor at the time the tornado
home and i
about a quarter mile from hxsw

a

;Hydro pole stretelied across the
‘The whole underpart of §

.J!‘S\‘W | o %Viﬁii%ﬁ”‘!&

bar ‘and hurled them through tﬁe :

vari dlatiened. A manuce spreadet;--

lage was done iuside.. ‘

animal lay _;along side of the back

(1:‘5

'JH

said he saw the tornado Aoud back yard 200 Seel Gum in

whip out of the sky lifting the house.

water at Turke “‘rig < : . .
ey. Creek-—l-‘P-l_’—t- The interior of the Gignae

‘home was a shambles of broken
glass and disarranged farniture.
‘vir. and Mrs. Gignac and iﬂeir
five children were in the hons 5
when the tormado stmekg :

1" On the farm of Nzcholas Telek
69, 14 cows were extricated from
the wreckage of a barg, ot one
of the cows was seriously, hurt
but the dairy barn will' have .to
be rebuilt. Sunday moming, the

|miiker which had been ;in'.the

barn couldn’t be opera‘ced ‘and
all 14 animals had to. be mﬂked :
by hand. N
First warning of .the fomado
for Mr. and Mrs. Bert Boislmér
Walker Rd., occurred when debris
from the barn of Fred Cowley,
on the north side of “Walkeér,
started to crash through, thedrolit
windows of the Boismier hoiie.
“There were pieces of ium-
ber swirling through ,the’ air.
from that barn,” Mr.. Boismier
said. “I looked next d br and
the family eof my /¥
Charles Root, .was hﬁdnle on
“the floor, but the wallg’ We"e"
gome® -
At the home 0 J’osegh ﬂaﬂmre,
next door to the Boxsm:ers, all
the carpets on the lower. floor
were_found rolled Tp at the rear
of the house. Consxderable dam-

1

Y ‘ri-
Mrs. Ada Botsford 79, Conce_
sion 6, An swas :srttmg in
the living room of her home.-Her
son, Donald, and his wife  and
daughter were home «froin Mil-
waukee for Mother’s, Day, The
twister uprooted a few ¢edars in
the front yard, tore the front part
of the house from-the.rear. a,nd
moved it off the foundatum about
12 feet. .

Miss Ella Botsford, ":Ersﬁats«
ford’s ‘daughter, wa§- im “the.
barn looking after 11 head of
cattle and a pony. She’ :says
she heard a drumming noise,
When she came  out “of ‘the
barn the upper stmcture ‘was
scattered across the; fields, and
only the concrete lower section
remained. g
Next door ‘at the home 0.
Chester Thrasher, where a wal
was ‘blown: out -of ‘the bard, Mr
| Thrasher and. his four' ehildrer
took to the ditch in- front pf' h&
house. oo
Also on Concessmn 6 an

S

i

Clement Gignae, also on the New .

implement shed
A summer kitch-,

»“url an
strewn about.

{
|
‘qeparator which had been bolte

‘the floor was lying

At the ‘home of Mr. and Mrs

[foundation #as: Ieft yﬁ&ﬁﬁ'
of Williaw Throsher, Some 0

‘*ﬁ(

the ‘Canaan Road, the roof was rlpped‘c'zment block wall at the rear ol
and Geraid Mortis, ‘{rom the house, the bain lewelkd‘the barn was knocked out,
wan

Mr. Thrasher estimated  his
-'loss at $15.000 on the barn-alone.

of, The wind blew'a chicken house

moved anather ofte 30 feet
and . levellad

placed over
to keep
it from getting wet and it was be::
mg tﬁn’“ feired Tm snother build-'ms G
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1of McGregor; hiome of Mis. Colin

|

rm](s suuth of ’\’lc(zre"m, home|ter o[ mmutes, the roof was torn! Charles Root was huddied on
vof Charles Root, three miles south from part of the house and the! the ﬂom, but the walls were

' Botsford, Concession' 6, Ander-
d'\n and an unoccupled place

barii thablened. & Mianure spy ead&r
which had beeninside the.barn
was lying about 150 Eeet away

‘three miles south of MeGregor. ypside down.
 The tornado struck with: most|
families around the dinner- table. |
The twister hit Allan Park, 1\11Ch.,;

then

raced - across the Detroit]

River at Edgewater Beach, three|

miles north of Amherstburg.

The sometimes black, some-
iimes orange vorlex, cut a slash,
across Anderdon from the north-
west to the southeast of the town- |1
ship, blowing itself out just be-
vond McGregor.

Reeve Eugene ¥halen of
Anderdon said: “It was miracu-
lous. Thank God nebody was
killed.” Sunday, he surveyed
the wreckage which included
four hemes destroyed: 14 barns
destroyed or damaged; 10 toel-
machine sheds demaged or
destroved; a school veof des-
troyed; countless garages aad
small buildings twnbled; and’
one wooden farm silo destroyed.

In dozens of cases, wind-torsed

I

On: the farm of Alms Rada
and .John Zatorsky, the twister
‘ripped the roof from two mush-
room houses from which a crop
was being harvested.

AMetro  Ostrowercha and his
wife, Stella, estimated the tor-
nado damage on their farm at
$25,000. " From the back porch
of Metro’s home, a garage, a corn
crib, a barn and a pig pen were
flattened. Six head of cattle in
the barn: escaped After it was
all aver, a sow-who was separ ated
from her litter was found in the
middle ‘of :a field. - The terrified
enimal lay along side of the back
stcps and refused to move.

In the house when the twis-
ter struck were Bir. and Mrs.
Ostrowescha, their son, Pete,

14 A grandsan, Gary Ostro- |-
wercha, of 1030 Cadillac St,

1%, 16-vear-old }Mike and Mary,

.gone.” o .y N
At tle home JOSeph | Daltaird,
next door to“the Boismiets, all
the carpets on the lower floor
were found rolled up at the rear
of the house. Considerable dam-
age was dene inside. :

Mrs. Ada Bolsford, 79, Conces-
ision 6, Anderdom, was. sitting in
the living room of her home. Her
son, Donald, and his wife and
daughter were home from Mil-
waukee for Mother's Day. The
twister uprooted a few cedars in
the front yard, tove the front partf
of the house from the rear and
moved it off the foundation about
12 feet. #
Miss Eila Botsford, Mrs. Botsr‘-“
ford’s daughter, was- in the
barn looking after 11 head of
‘cattle and a pony. She says
she heard a drumming neise.
When she came out of  the
barn the upper siructure was
“scattered across the fields, and
_only the concrete lower section :
-remained. . : Ty

' Next door, at the hom_é' 0

‘r‘-g

ﬁ,}

S

Chester Thrasher. where a wal
was blown out of the ‘barn, Mr
Thrasher and his four  childrer
took to the ditch in ,front of t!:{e
house. :

‘Also on Concessmn 8, only ﬁhe
foundation was left .of the bgm; ]
of Williama Thrasher. Some of the ... - =
cement bleck wall at the reaf oi

YWindsor, was visiting at the
(strowercha home. No one
was hurt despite flying glass
which smashed windows in the
front of 'theé house.

At the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Clement Gignae, also on the New
Caenaan Road, the roof was ripped
[rom the house. the barn levelled'the barn was knocked out,
aud ans implement shed was|] Mr. Thrasher estimated. -
«frewn. about. A summer kltch- loss at $15 090 on the barn alone
en was ripped from the side of. ’Ihe wind blew a chicken:house
ithe Gignac home and a cream; (over, moved another ‘one 30 feet
».separator ‘W vhich had been bolted' ioff the foundation, and levelléd
it the floor. was lying in theitwo stlos.

barn. and shed timbevs came pell-
.mg through windows of houles,
'and families ducked to avoid in-
jury. Window damage was S0 ex-
tensive- it is beyond estimate.
Rarns. silos, implement * sheds
and ehickep: coops took a beating:
all through the arca. On the
farm of Grant and Gerald Morris
near New Canaan the Lwister rip-
ped a 69-by-38-foot barn, scatter-
ing it through the fields.  Left
exposed to the rain were the seed
grain, 200 bushels of soy beans,!
| 150 bushels of wheat and 100
bushels of oats.
Tarpaulins were placed over
the grain by neighbors to keep
it from gettmg wet and it was be-

B@ 3 oo ha e e

when the twister

counted as many as five
“fudinels ghaped clouds just be- i
fore th:- tornado struck the‘-

a window of the house, and

moved a partition. between two - |f
rooms, knockmg part uf 1t 3
down, -] :

AcrOss the ~ road from" the
forris farm, Nicholas Gardnerls
arn blew down ou two cows and |f

a tractor.. Mr. Gardner was in

~AWindsor at the time the tornado

] He * hurried home "and

about a quarter mile from his

house, hish car struck a trans-

forn which was “lying..on a

Hydro pole stretc%f;i across -the

: road.” The whole underpart of

sgithe car, frame . and front’ end
was ripped ot .

Stan Haswéll and his wife,
Martha, were in their home a
few doors down the road when
the tornado hit tearing shelves
off the wall iz

Mr,’ HasWell was cut about
the head by flying glass. Furni-
ture was® strewn about and
early Sunday morning Mrs.
Haswell ‘was'trying to find the
other half of an insurance
policy aroupd thé back yard.

overed under}
items one and two, but the itemsj;
are mlssmg‘f“"ﬁ'ﬁ‘x"fhe rest of the
i policy,” she said”™"
Swooping “over the district the i
; funnel shaped cloud picked up ag
“shack nearf

than 100 feet from whele theyt':
had been npped from founda-
“lions. |
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