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The current push to electrify transportation in response to climate change has sparked 

growing interest in deep seabed mineral resources. Commercial exploitation is now imminent. 

Scientists and policy-makers warn that gaps in international law and governance leave highly 

biodiverse and poorly understood ecosystems unprotected and species at risk of extinction. My 

research will analyze the Draft Exploitation Regulations of the International Seabed Authority’s 

Mining Code governing deep seabed mining, and their relationship to the forthcoming Biodiversity 

Beyond National Jurisdiction Agreement. I will focus on the Arctic region, where melting sea ice 

is rapidly altering the marine environment, opening the area to new economic activity. My 

geographical approach is intended to contribute to wider discussions regarding the 

appropriateness of deep seabed mining, and will include policy recommendations to establish 

high seas marine protected areas in the Central Arctic Ocean. 
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