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Abstract:

Capital is a piece for orchestra, baritone, and pop band that portrays the proliferation of
economic inequality in the Unites States, and the failures of capitalism as a whole. Capital is
guided by extramusical texts: Capital in the Twenty-First Century by Thomas Piketty, and Das
Kapital by Karl Marx. The text, for baritone, is taken from particularly poignant moments of Das
Kapital that represent Marx's critique of capitalism, while the glissando, in the string section, is a
musical translation of the income inequality chart by Thomas Piketty. The approach of this piece
is hauntological. Specifically, that we are haunted by a future Marx proposed, but never
happened. This is expressed by the pop band. Each popular song chosen for this piece was
published in the same years as the original publication dates of Das Kapital: 1867, 1885, and
1894.

Keywords:

Minimalism, Marxism, Clusters, Orchestra, Vocal, Philosophy

Layman Abstract:

Capital is a piece for orchestra, baritone and pop band that is based on the works of Karl Marx
and Thomas Piketty. The text, for baritone, is taken from particularly poignant moments of Das
Kapital by Karl Marx and parts of the orchestra represent the income inequality chart (in the
U.S.) by Thomas Piketty. This piece portrays the failures of capitalism through pillars of sound.



German Text:

Die Natur produzirt nicht auf der einen Seite Geld - oder Waarenbesitzer und auf der andern
blosse Besitzer der eignen Arbeitskrafte. Diess Verhiltniss ist kein naturgechichtliches und eben
so wenig ein gesellschaftliches, das allen Geschichtsperioden gemein wire.

Wie der Mensch in der Religion vom Machwerk seines eignen Kopfes, so wird er in der
kapitalistischen produktion von Machwerk seiner eignen Hand beherrscht.

Die Koncentration der Produktionsmittel und die Vergesellschaftung der Arbeit erreichen einen
Punkt, wo sie unvertrdglich warden mit ihrer kapitalistischen Hiille. Sie wird gesprengt.

Text in English:

Nature does not produce on the one side owners of money or commodities, and on the other men
possessing nothing but their own labour-power. This relation has no natural basis, neither is its
social basis one that is common to all historical periods.

As in Religion, man is governed by the products of his own brain, so in capitalistic production,
he is governed by the products of his own hand.

Centralization of the means of production and socialization of labour at last reach a popint where
they become incompatible with their capitalist integement. It will blow up.



Instrumentation:

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb
1 Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones
1 Tuba
Timpani
Glockenspiel
Pop Band (See Instructions)
Baritone
Piano
Violins I
Violins II
Violas
Violincellos
Double Basses

The Glissando throughout the piece should always be played by exactly half of the section it is
designated to. Each desk can be split using the inside/outside method within the sections: eg.,
Violin I-I = inside, and Violin I-II = outside, or vice versa. Pressure to the strings should be
added to the glissando as indicated by dashed cresendos and diminuendos. Pressure should be at
its most (without scratching) at the wide end of the crescendo/diminuendo. The bowing for the
glissandi is ad libitum.



Pop Band Instructions:

The Pop Band can consist of any instruments that make up a traditional pop band, i.e., guitar,
bass, drums, piano, etc.; however, there must be a female vocalist for the band. The songs could
be performed as close to the original versions as possible, but the band may give individual, or
modern inflections where desired. The band and orchestra should not be in time with each other.
The band will start each song when the conductor cues the band, and the band will stop as
directed (see attached sheet music charts). The pop band should be placed backstage of the
orchestra, or in any other section of the hall, where they are not visible, and the sound is
muftled.

Pop Songs:

"Waiting" - Music by H. Millard, text by Ellen Flagg. 1867.
"The Boy I Love is Up in the Gallery" - by George Ware. 1885.

"She is More to Be Pitied than Censured" - by William B. Gray. 1894.



Table of Contents

AADSIIACE ..ttt ettt h et e h ettt s a b e h et e s s e ae et et e bt enneas i
German Text/ENglish TeXt ........coiiiiiiiiiiiieiiecieeie ettt e e esee e il
Instrumentation and Glissando INStrUCLIONS .........cccuevieviiriirieiieiereeeeeee e v
Pop Band Instructions and POp SONES.........cccveriiiiiiiiiiieiieiieciiee et v
Table Of CONENLS .....eoueiiiiiiiiieiceeete ettt et be et et e b ebe e vi
SCOTE ..ottt ettt ettt et e s e et be et st e e naees 1
Lead Sheet fOr “Waiting” ......ccceeiiieeiieiieeieeee ettt ettt e eesaeseaeebeeennes 38
Lead Sheet for “The Boy I Love is Up in the Gallery”..........cccccoeviiviieniiniieieeieeeeee, 39
Lead Sheet for “She is More to be Pitied than Censured ...........c.ccocevieniiieniencnnienienen, 40
CUITICUIUM VIEAC ...ttt sttt ettt ettt s 41

Vi



Capital

for Orchestra, Baritone, and Pop Band

Christopher Miller
Text by Karl Marx
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Curriculum Vitae of Christopher James Miller

EDUCATION

Master’s of Music Composition, University of Western Ontario (2022-)
Bachelor of Music Honours Composition, University of Western Ontario (2010-2022)
ARCT Diploma, Edmonton, Alberta (2006)
EMPLOYMENT

Riverside United Church. London, Ontario (2022-)

- Music Director: directing vocal and handbell choir and performing music
for church services.

SFZ Limited. London, Ontario (2006-2020)

- Manager for arts marketing firm that supports ticket sales and
fundraising for performing arts organizations.

Sherwood Park School of Music. Sherwood Park, Alberta (2000-2006)
- Piano teacher.
Dance Academy. Edmonton, Alberta (2000-2006)

- Piano accompanist for Ballet classes.

WORKS AND DISCOGRAPHY

“Highway 16, Version 1” (2023)

- Work for piano quintet. Minimum 6°51”".
Performance available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVKFDhwZZEE

“Ballade for Piano and Synthesizers” (2022)

- Work for piano and two synthesizers. 9°30”.
Performance available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aen603GpS1Y

“Incarcerated” (2022)
- Work for string trio. 4°47”.



“Drown”

- Work for piano and high voice. Text by C.D. Miller. 4°29”.
Performance available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DG8ra8SpNbg

“Wailea Beach”

- Novel by C.D. Miller (in progress). Piano score. First two pieces
available on Bandcamp: https://chrismillermusic.bandcamp.com/

“Opposites — Allegro Con Fuoco”

- Work for 2 pianos. 4’04”. Performance available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITebmySpm3w (at 38:07)

First Day of School. Album: “Into the Trees”

- Duo with Matt Werm (from Salmonblaster). Guitar, bass, piano,
synthesizers and drum machines. Album available on Spotify.

“Dark Heights”. Season 1 & 2

- Fictional podcast by C.D. Miller published by Realm.
Soundtrack for piano, synthesizers and drum machines.
First season’s soundtrack available on Spotify and on Bandamp:
https://chrismillermusic.bandcamp.com/

“Somewhere In Between Never Again”

- Improvisational solo piano. Album available on Bandcamp:
https://chrismillermusic.bandcamp.com/

“Fall of the House of Usher”

- Animated short film by Band Sinistre. Improvised piano soundtrack.

Film available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saFt wKcnk0

Awards and Distinctions

(2021)

(2021-)

(2020)

(2020)

(2015-)

(2009)

(2004)

Ontario Graduate Scholarship, $25,000
Peter and Iris Clements Scholarship for Theory and Composition, $2,000
Dean’s Honors List, University of Western Ontario

First place in Kiwanis Festivals in all Piano categories

(2022, 2023)
(2021)

(2010-2022)
(2001-2006)
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