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A SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WOMEN'S
HUMAN RIGHTSt

REBECCAJ. COOK*
VALERm L. OOSTERVELD**

INTRODUCTION

This bibliography references select works on the development,
interpretation and implementation of women's international human
rights as established by the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women and other international and

regional human rights conventions. This bibliography is confined to
international law and does not include materials on national or

comparative sex discrimination laws, except to the extent that such

articles integrate domestic human rights issues with a discussion
international women's human rights law.

The objective of this bibliography is to facilitate and stimulate the

research and writing of legal scholars, students, and activists in the
field of women's international human rights by assisting them in
finding published works in this area. To this end we have included
in our listings books and articles published recently, as well as those
of historical note. Most of the references are to secondary sources,

t An earlier version of this bibliography appeared in the New York University Journal of
International Law and Politics. See Rebecca J. Cook, Women's International Human Rights: A
Bibliography, 24 N.Y.U.J. INT'L L & POL. 857-88 (1992).

* Associate Professor (Research) & Director, International Human Rights Programme,
Faculty of Law, University of Toronto.

** Associate, Fasken Campbell Godfrey, Barristers and Solicitors & International Human
Rights Programme Fellow, Faculty of Law, University of Toronto.

We wish to thank the following people for their kind assistance in the preparation of this
bibliography. Colleen Burke, Andrew Byrnes, Lois Chiang, Christine Chinkin, Walter Derhak,
Bernard M. Dickens, Heather Gamester, Karen Knop, Ilana Landsberg-Lewis, Liesbeth Lijnzaad,
Aleksandra Milacic, Barbara Roblin, Ruth Welsh, and Adrien Wing.
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although we have listed those primary sources that will be referred to
frequently by the reader.'

The first bibliography on the international right to nondiscrimina-
tion on the basis of sex2 contained just over 140 entries. The second
bibliography referenced over 260 publications.' It is a positive
indication of how the field of women's human rights law has
expanded that this bibliography contains over 400 entries.

Works are listed in this bibliography according to theme. If a
publication contains multiple themes, then the article is first
referenced under its primary theme, and cross-referenced under the
secondary theme. We have included extra information in the
citations, such as the country of publication for a journal or the
publisher's address, where we felt that it would assist the reader in
locating the material. Therefore, the citation format does not always
conform to that of The American University Law Review.

The general format for articles appearing in periodicals is the name
of the author, article title, volume number, periodical title, first and
last page numbers, date, and the country of publication where
required for clarity. Where a volume comprises more than one issue,
and the issues are consecutively paginated, only the volume number
is indicated. The general format for books, monographs, and reports
is the author's name, book title, editors (if any), location and name
of the publisher, date, and number of pages. Book chapters follow
a similar format, with the chapter's author and the chapter's title
appearing before the book title, and the first and last page numbers
of the chapter indicated after the book title. Occasionally, specific
information on how to locate the publisher is included in parenthe-
ses. We have endeavored to ensure that the references in this
bibliography are correct. However, we welcome any additions or
corrections to the citations.

The bibliography also will be available in the near future on
DIANA, a human rights database. The development of this database
is a project undertaken by a consortium of law librarians,
university-based human rights centers and nongovernmental human
rights organizations in honor of Diana Vincent-Daviss, the former
Librarian of Yale Law School and Deputy Director of the Orville H.

1. We have not included all the United Nations reports that refer to women's international
human rights. The UN publishes several general bibliographies of its own reports, which may
also prove to be a valuable reference material for the researcher.

2. Rebecca J. Cook, The International Right to Non-Discrimination on the Basis of Sex: A
Bibliography, 14 YALEJ. INT'L L. 161-81 (1989).

3. RebeccaJ. Cook, Womenk International Human Rights: A Bibliography, 24 N.Y.U.J. INT'L
L & POL 857-88 (1992).
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Schell, Jr. Center for International Human Rights at Yale Law
School.4
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I. INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

A. General: Human Rights of Women

Ahooja-Patel, Krishna, Women's Rights, in INTERNATIONAL LAW:
ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROSPECTS 1105-29 (Bedjaoui ed., London,
Martinus Njhoff 1991) 1276 pages.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, HUMAN RIGHTS ARE WOMEN'S RIGHT (New
York, Amnesty International U.SA. 1995) 152 pages.

ASHWORTH, GEORGINA, CHANGING THE DISCOURSE: A GUIDE TO

WOMEN AND HUMAN RIGHTS (London, CHANGE 1993) 128 pages.
BUNCH, CHARLOTTE & REILLY, NIAMH, DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY:

THE GLOBAL CAMPAIGN AND VIENNA TRIBUNAL FOR WOMEN'S

HUMAN RIGHTS (New Jersey, Centre for Women's Global Leader-
ship, Rutgers University and United Nations Development Fund for
Women 1994) 169 pages.

Bunch, Charlotte, Women's Rights as Human Rights: Toward a Re-Vision
of Human Rights, 12 HUM. RTS. Q. 486-98 (1990).

Burrows, Noreen, International Law and Human Rights-the Case of
Women's Rights, in HUMAN RIGHTS: FROM RHETORIC TO REALITY
80-98 (Campbell et al. eds., London, Blackwells 1986).

Burrows, Noreen, Monitoring Compliance of International Standards
Relating to Human Rights: The Experience of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women, 31 NETH. INT'L L. REV. 332-54
(1984).

Byrnes, Andrew, Toward More Effective Enforcement of Women's Human
Rights Through the Use of International Human Rights Law and
Procedures, in HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN: NATIONAL AND INTERNA-

TIONAL PERSPECTIVES 189-227 (Cook ed., Philadelphia, University of
Pennsylvania Press 1994) 634 pages.

Charlesworth, Hilary, What are Women's International Human Rights?, in
HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN: NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
PERSPECTIVES 58-84 (Cook ed., Philadelphia, University of Pennsylva-
nia Press 1994).

Charlesworth, Hilary & Chinkin, Christine, The Gender ofJus Cogens, 15
HUM. RTS. Q. 63-76 (1998).

Chinkin, Christine, Women's Rights as Human Rights Under International
Law, in UNDERSTANDING HUMAN RIGHTS (Gearty & Tomkins eds.,
London, Mansell Press forthcoming 1995).
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Coliver, Sandra, United Nations Machineries on Women's Rights: How
They Better Help Women Whose Rights are Being Violated, in NEW
DIRECTIONS IN HUMAN RIGHTS 25-49 (Lutz, Hannum & Burke eds.,
Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press 1989) 246 pages.

Cook, RebeccaJ. (ed.), HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN: NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES (Philadelphia, University of Pennsylva-
nia Press 1994), 634 pages, forthcoming in Spanish from Profamilia
Legal Services, Calle 34, No. 14-52, Bogota, Colombia.

Cook, Rebecca J., International Human Rights Law Concerning Women:
Case Notes and Comments, 23 VAND.J. TRANSNAT'L L. 779-818 (1990).

Cook, Rebecca J., State Responsibility for Violations of Women's Human
Rights, 7 HARv. HUM. RTS. J. 125-75 (1994).

Cook, Rebecca J., Women's International Human Rights Law: The Way
Forward, in HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN: NATIONAL AND INTERNA-
TIONAL PERSPECTvES 3-36 (Cook ed., Philadelphia, University of
Pennsylvania Press 1994).

Cook, Rebecca J., Women in the United Nations Legal Order, in THE
UNITED NATIONS LEGAL ORDER 433-71 (Schachter & Joyner eds.,
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press 1995).

Dallmeyer, Dorinda G. (ed.), RECONCEIVING REALITY: WOMEN AND
INTERNATIONAL LAw (Washington, American Society of Internation-
al Law 1993) 283 pages.

D'Sa, Rose M., Women's Rights in Relation to Human Rights: A Lauyer's
Perspective, 13 COMMONWEALTH L. BULL. 666-76 (1987).

Elder, Betty G., The Rights of Women: Their Status in International Law,
25 CRIME & Soc. JUST. 1-39 (1986).

Fraser, Arvonne S., U.N. DECADE FOR WOMEN: DOCUMENTS AND
DIALOGUE (Boulder, Colo., Westview Press 1987) 235 pages.

Freeman, Marsha A. & Fraser, Arvonne S., Women's Human Rights:
Making the Theory a Reality, in HUMAN RIGHTS: AN AGENDA FOR THE
NEXT CENTURY 103-35 (Henkin & Hargrove eds., Washington,
American Society of International Law 1994) 523 pages.

Galey, Margaret E., International Enforcement of Women's Rights, 6 HUM.
RTS. Q. 463-90 (1984).

GONZALEZ DE PAZOS, MARGARrrA, LA MUJER Y LA REiVINDICACION
INTERNACIONAL DE SUS DERECHOS [WOMEN AND THE INTERNATIONAL
VINDICATION OF THEIR RIGHTS] (Mexico, Universidad Autonoma
Metropolitana, Unidad Azcapotzalco Division de Ciencias Sociales
y Humanidades 1989) 216 pages.

Hevener, Natalie I, An Analysis of Gender-Based Treaty Law: Contempo-
rary Developments in Historical Perspective, 8 HUM. RTS. Q. 70-88
(1986).
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Hevener, Natalie K., INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE STATUS OF WOMEN

(Boulder, Colo., Westview Press 1983) 249 pages.
Holmes, Helen Bequaert, A Feminist Analysis of the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights, in BEYOND DOMINATION: NEW PERSPECTVES ON
WOMEN AND PHILOSOPHY 250-64 (Gould ed., Totowa, NJ., Rowman
& Alleheed 1983) 301 pages.

Kaschitz, Herta, The Commission on the Status of Women with Particular
Reference to its Work on Communications, 6 NEWSL.: NETH. Q. HUM.
RTS. 22-28 (1988).

Kerr, Joanna (ed.), OURS BY RIGHT: WOMEN'S RIGHTS AS HUMAN
RIGHTS (London, Zed Books & The North-South Institute 1993)
180 pages.

Langley, Winston, WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS:
A SOURCEBOOK (North Carolina, McFarland 1991) 192 pages.

Maarseveen, Pessers & Gunning, M. (eds.), INTERNATIONAL REGHT EN
VROUWEN [INTERNATIONAL LAW AND WOMEN] (Zwolle, Neth., WE.J.
Tjeenk Willink 1987), 465 pages, two vol. set.

Marks, Susan, Nightmare and Noble Dream: The 1993 World Conference on
Human Rights, 53 CAMBRmGE LJ. 54-62 (1994).

Mertus, Julie & Goldberg, Pamela, A Perspective on Women and
International Human Rights After the Vienna Declaration: The In-
side/Outside Construct, 26 N.Y.U.J. INT'L L. & POL. 201-34 (1994).

MorsinkJohannes, Women's Rights in the Universal Declaration, 13 HUM.
RTS. Q. 229-59 (1991).

Note, The League of Nations Status of Women Committee, 60 AUSTL. L.J.
121-22 (1986).

PICADO-SOTELA, SONIA, LA MUJER Y LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS:
DECENIO DE LAS NACIONES UNIDA: IGUALDAD, DESARROLLO Y PAZ
[THE WOMAN AND HUMAN RIGHTS: THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE:
EQUAL1rY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE] (San Jose, Costa Rica,
Instituto Interamericano de Derechos Humanos 1986) 45 pages.

PIETILA, HILKKA & VICKERS, JEANNE, MAKING WOMEN MATTER: THE
ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS (New Jersey, Zed Books 1990) 177
pages.

Plata, Maria Isabel, Los Derechos Humanos de la Mujer [The Human
Rights of Women], 4 PROFAMILIA 16-21 (1988).

Reanda, Laura, The Commission on the Status of Women, in THE UNITED
NATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS: A CRITICAL APPRAISAL 265-303
(Alston ed., Oxford, Clarendon Press 1992).

Rishmawi, Mona, The Developing Approaches of the International Commis-
sion of Jurists to Women's Human Rights, in HUMAN RIGHTS OF
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WOMEN: NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PERSPECrIvEs 340-48 (Cook
ed., Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press 1994).

Schuler, Margaret (ed.), CLAIMING OUR PLACE: WORKING THE HUMAN
RIGHTS SYSTEM TO WOMEN'S ADVANTAGE (Washington, D.C.,
Institute for Women, Law and Developnment 1993) 163 pages.

Sharma, Monica, What Role Can Rights Play in Work of International
Agencies?, 44 AM. U. L. REV. 1097-1103 (1995).

TOMASEVSK, KATARINA, WOMEN AND HUMAN RIGHTS (London & New
Jersey, Zed Books 1993) 162 pages.

UNITED NATIONS, COMPENDIUM OF INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
CONCERNING THE STATUS OFWOMEN (Vienna, United Nations 1988)
186 pages.

WETZEL, JANICE WOOD, THE WORLD OF WOMEN: IN PURSUIT OF
HUMAN RIGHTS (New York, New York University Press 1992) 228
pages.

WOLPER, ANDREA & PETERS, JULIE S., WOMEN'S RIGHTS, HUMAN
RIGHTS: INTERNATIONAL FEMINIST PERsPEcrrvEs (New York,
Routledge 1995) 372 pages.

YOTOPOULOS-MARANGOPOULOS, ALICE, WOMEN'S RIGHTS, HUMAN
RIGHTS (Athens, Hestia Publications 1994) 359 pages.

B. The Women's Convention

Assum, Laetitia van den, Verdrag Inzake de Uitbanning van Alle Vormen
van DiskriminatieJegens d Vrouw [ The Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women], 5 NETH. J.C.M. BULL.
160-75 (1980).

Assum, Laetitia van den, Over Het Ontwerp van Het Verdrag [About the
Draft of the U.N. Convention Against Discrimination Against Women], 4
NETH. J.C.M. BULL. 2-7 (1979).

Brunott, Loes, De Actuele Verhouding Tussen het Vrouwenberdrag en een
Brede Wet Gelijke Behandeling [ The Actual Relation Between the Women's
Convention and a Law Against Discrimination], NEMESIS 270-77
(1985/86).

Brunott, Loes, Een Nieuwe Internationale Impuls, [A New International
Impulse: Reflections on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women], NEMESIS 85-96 (1986/87).

Burrows, Noreen, The 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women, 32 NETH. INT'L L. REv. 419-60 (1985).
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Byrnes, Andrew, The "Other" Human Rights Treaty Body: The Work of the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, 14 YALE
J. INT'L L. 1-67 (1989).

Chen, Mai, Protective Laws and the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 15 WOMEN'S RTS. L. REP. 2-36
(1993).

Clark, Belinda, The Vienna Convention Reservations Regime and the
Convention on Discrimination Against Women, 85 AM. J. INT'L L.
281-321 (1991).

Coene, M., Een Nieuwe U.N.O.-Conventie: Het Verdrag Tot Afschaffing
Van de Discriminatie Ten Aanzien Van de Vrouw [A New U.N. Conven-
tion: The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women], 43 RECHTSKUNDIG WEEKBLAD 2740-52 (1980).

Cook, RebeccaJ., Reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 30 VA. J. INT'L L. 643-709
(1990).

Cook, Rebecca J., State Accountability Under the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, in HUMAN
RIGHTS OF WOMEN: NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES

228-56 (Cook ed., Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press
1994).

Cortes, Irene R., Monitoring Progress in the Implementation of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women: The CEDAW, 8 ASIAN NEWSL. HUM. RTS. DocS. 1-11 (1984).

Delbruck, Jost, Die Konvention der Vereinten Nationen zur Beseitigungjeder
Form der Diskriminierung der Frau von 1979 im Kontext der Bemuhungen
um einen Volkerrechtlichen Schutz der Menschenrechte [The 1979 U.N.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women in the Context of the International Protection of Human Rights],
in STAATSRECHT-VOLKERRECHT-EUROPARECHT: FESTSCHRIFr FUR

HANS JURGEN SCHLOCHAUER 247-70 (Berlin, Walter de Gruyfer
1981).

Donner, Laura A., Gender Bias in Drafting International Discrimination
Conventions: The 1979 Women's Convention Compared with the 1965
Racial Convention, 24 CAL. W. INT'L L.J. 241-54 (1994).

Evatt, Elizabeth, Eliminating Discrimination Against Women: The Impact
of the UN Convention, 18 MELB. U. L. REV. 435-49 (1991).
clie, Zagora, The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women, in UNITED NATIONS MANUAL ON HUMAN RIGHTS
REPORTING 153-76, U.N. Doc. HR/PUB/91/1 (1991).

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW GROUP, U.S. RATIFICATION OF
THE CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMI-
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NATION AGAINST WOMEN: AN OVERVIEW AND ANALYSIS OF U.S. LAw

RELATING TO THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE WOMEN'S CONVENTION

(Washington, I.H.R.L.G. 1994).
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S RIGHTS ACTION WATCH (IWRAW), ASSESS-

ING THE STATUS OF WOMEN: A GUIDE TO REPORTING USING THE

CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCIMINA-
TION AGAINST WOMEN (1988) 44 pages.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S RIGHTS ACTION WATCH, CEDAW #13: A
REPORT ON THE THIRTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMnTEE ON THE

ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (1994) 47 pages.
Reports 1-12 are also available from IWRAW.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S RIGHTS ACTION WATCH, IWRAW TO CEDAW
COUNTRY REPORTS ON ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA, CHILE, MAURITIUS,

NORWAY, PERU, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, ST. VINCENT AND THE
GRENADINES, TUNISIA, UGANDA (1994) 72 pages. IWRAW country
reports for previous years are also available.

Jacobson, Roberta, The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women, in THE UNITED NATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS: A
CRITICAL APPRAISAL 444-72 (Alston ed., Oxford, Clarendon Press
1991) 765 pages.

JAPANESE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S RIGHTS ACTION WATCH, COMMEN-

TARY ON THE CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (Japan, JAIWR forthcoming
1995).

Kim, Jae-in, The UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women and Positive Actionsfor its Implementation,
9 WOMEN'S STUD. F 5-40 (1993).

Lijnzaad, Liesbeth, Het kussen van een kikke, de werkelijke betekenis van
het Vrouwenverdrag [Kissing a Toad, the Real Meaning of the Women's
Convention], NEMESIS 5-17 (1991/92).

Lijnzaad, Liesbeth, Reservations to the Convention on the Elimination ofAll
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, in LIESBETH LJJNZAAD,

RESERVATIONS TO UN HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES: RATIFY OR RUIN

298-370 (London, Martinus Nijhoff 1994) 449 pages.
Lijnzaad, Liesbeth, Voorbehouden bij het Vrouwenverdrag [Reservations to

the Women's Convention], NEMESIS 105-11 (1987).
Loli, Silvia & Acosta, Gladys, Programa derechos de la mujer: La

Convencion sobre la eliminacion de todas las formas de discriminacion
contra la mujer y el ordenamiento juridico peruano [Women's Legal
Program: The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women and the Peruvian Judicial System], 8 EL OTRO
DERECHO 51-88 (1991).
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Loncar, Kathleen, The United Nations Convention on the Elimination ofAll
Forms of Discrimination Against Women: Reasons Advanced for and
Against Ratification, LAWASIA HUM. RTS. CONF.: PROC. 316-38
(1985).

Maarseveen, Henc van, Het Verdrag Tegen Vrouwendiscriminatie [The
Convention Against Discrimination of Women], 60 NETH.JURISTENBLAD
709-16 (1984).

Meron, Theodor, Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Prohibition of
Discrimination Against Women, 84 AM.J. INT'L L. 213-17 (1990).

Minor, Julie A., An Analysis of Structural Weaknesses in the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 24 GA. J.
INT'L & COMP. L. 137-53 (1994).

Oeser, Edith, Legal Questions in the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women, 14 BULL. OF THE GDR COMM. FOR
HUM. RTS. 86-98 (1988).

PLATA, MARIA ISABEL & YANUZOVA, MARIA, LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS
Y LA CONVENCION SOBRE LA ELIMINACION DE TODAS LAS FORMAS DE
DISCRIMINACION CONTRA LA MUJER 1979 [HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE
1979 CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMI-
NATION AGAINST WOMEN] (Bogota, Printex Impresores 1988) 189
pages.

Plata, Maria Isabel, La Convencion de la ONU y la mujer [The United
Nations Women's Convention], 8 EL OTRO DERECHO 25-37 (1991).

Rehof, Lars A. (ed.), GUIDE TO THE TRAVAUX PRPARATOIRES OF THE
CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMs OF DISCRIMINA-
TION AGAINST WOMEN (Dordrecht, Neth., Martinus Nijhoff 1993)
385 pages.

Stumpf, Andrea E., Re-examining the U.N. Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women: The U.N. Decade for
Women Conference in Nairobi, 10 YALE J. INT'L L. 384-405 (1985).

Tinker, Catherine, Human Rights for Women: The Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 3 HUM. RTS.
Q. 31-43 (1981).

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZA-
TION (UNESCO) & CENTRE D'ETUDES DE RECHERCHES ET DE
PUBLICATIONS, UNVERSrit DE TUNIS, LA NON-DISCRIMINATION A
L'IGARD DES FEMMES ENTRE LA CONVENTION DE COPENHAGEN ET LE
DISCOURS IDENTITAIRE [NON-DISCRIMINATION WITH REGARD TO
WOMEN BETWEEN THE COPENHAGEN CONVENTION AND IDENTIFYING
DISCUSSION] (Tunis, Imprimerie officielle de la R~publique
Tunisienne 1989) 391 pages.
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UNITED NATIONS, DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN: THE CONVEN-
TION AND THE COMMITrEE, HUMAN RIGHTS FACT SHEET No. 22
(Geneva, United Nations Centre for Human Rights 1994) 73 pages.

UNITED NATIONS, REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION

OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN, 1982-87 (Vienna, United
Nations 1991).

Wadstein, Margareta, FN-konventionen om avskaffande av all slags
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