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Moth-balling nuclear plants s the best p

~ 'ByErikaSimpson
. " Special to The Free Press -

- 'According to Ontario’s new nuclear
emergency plan, parts of southeri On-

tario could become uninhabitable from
radioactive contamination if there was

a serious nuclear accident at one of

Ontario Hydro’s atomic generating sta-
tions. . :

The Ontario government assigns “a
very low probability” to a devastating
atomic incident of this type, which.so
~ far has been experienced only at Cher-
- nobyl in the Ukraine, Nevertheless, the
provincial cabinet is slated to formally:
approve the new plan by the end of
1999, Expect similar plans to be drawn

up in other provinces, such ad New

Brunswick, where safety practices at
the Poirit Lepreau nuclear power sta-

tion have also received yet another:

poor report card.

" In the past, when catbinet‘l"mxﬂsterg-

‘and'hureaucrats_,considemd? distarbing.
information about the.consequences of.
anuclear war, they were reticent to ac--

cept distressing information and quick

to assume the aftermath could ‘be sur-

wived.

The possibility of a nuclear war was .
similarly considered to be highly un-
likely. However, the federal govern-.
ment put in place civil defence plans

based on the premise it would be possi-
ble to survive a nuclear war. As
Arthur Menzies, head of the defence 11-
aison division in the Department of Ex-
ternal Affairs during the Cuban Mis-

sile Crisis of 1962, recalled, T was allo-'

cated the external affairs responsibili-

t for dealing with the gurvival of gov-

. some of thé missiles planted in Cuba

ernment in Ottawa in the event that

calculated the Jab
‘atoiingd 5,038,000 e
f'the pre-a

cesd about 168'p

fhe foreses ble
. sslleq planted In Cuba on the

were to land iry the Ottawa area! We.. focubed visio
had a team of special persons picked - warbook that | w, deerned
out, who weré to go down'a hole near. ‘sary: Cabinet resolvi 'that a the
Carp (about 45 kilometres west of Ot- ough review shold be made-of the'na-;
tawa) and provide some continuity of - tional defence ‘warbook over the next
government. This was just an added’ six weeks and any necessary change
strain at a time of international crisis, made to it, aft
and gave one to understand that the. submitted agai (
whole' mechanism for-crisis manage- - fence) eommitiee for approv;
ment requires a very, very elaborate . -After the crisis ended, most cabine
structure of planning and of communi- ministers conilnued to assume th
cations and of contingency arrange- worst-case scepario would:not mater
mentsand soon.” o

1

4

g8
‘devastation. .

. the resources available in Canada, 48,

In the emergency cabinet - . -hours after a hypothetical nuclear at.
he emorgency o4 ) He meot  tack In November 1963, was presented’)

ings thiring that misslle crisls, -
most ministers avolded dis-
cussing what the “post-attack”
situation might Jook Hke, and
how the genera! population ..

might be atfected In case of a_ ! '1n dian north “too T
nuclear war. They focused on the. have aty signifcan effect on}

shortcomings now apparont Wi st out of a pres
the national defence warbook. 18,238,000 peopl

veport.conveniently assu ned for the' ‘contemplated the.aftermath
sake of planning that there had been 20
nuclear detonations: in'Canad

which seven were an'military outpe

ly

tol it imperative that cabine

bt R it
:, ) ) e, 'apDE :x
1,105,000 would be killed and
. juired by direct effects of theatta

_ : » 1.7 Desplte widespread public conceri.
But in the emergency cabinef meet- -in‘the 19608 about the effects of nuclear

, tural%‘gag*fconqumpgion
imports from Quebec, some

e

ings during that'missile crisis, most fallout, the: st{gdy*merqu%:gi;iggﬂpateﬁ': power stations, wind po

ministers avolded discussing what thé . that, “More cases of radiation injury, 8 fv-eieonservgtgpﬁ’-mgazﬁaw

" Given the high stakes inyolve

thin}

i

.pr-ﬂ (

“post-attack” sitiation might look like, - as well as epidemics of commiun cable ' safer forms: of @
and how the gerieral population might: diseases An‘the overcrowded, ur sanj- : invel}téd :

: 3
C T
R

‘

our force would be |,
0/people, or 72 per tent.
ick flgure, while only
se about 16'per tent would consist of |
o “évactiees whose productivity waslim- |-
ited.” ;ﬁﬂderiﬂw‘*gwn. the best plan-

‘ners could riot contemplate the terrify-- |

“possibility of preparing for. total.

“We may tell ourselves that members.
{ Premier Mike Harris's cabinet will |
o more knowledgable when'they con- .
‘sider the poseible aftermath of anu- .
t-cas ] ri:,. clear melidown, rather than a nuclear |
alize, A federal government esﬁrnate-o‘f;:,.;@l'.q;'We.can hope they will be scrupy-

018 About ascertaining acceptable lev-

is of nuelear radiation and careful to
k i Novembe ted|.conisider the possibility that fallout
: "ng the most complete study to date, aly may disperse:in all directions, That):
. though it was scantily developed and  they will be-any more open:minded.
disturbingly optimistic. This resiriéted . and critica) than those pog:lclans

who' |
o

mplated t ! nuclear. |
war & generation or two:agg s unlike- -
olved, Isn't
ers |
ball L

e affected in case of a nuclear war. In- tary reception caipunities can be e, 2z
' pected,” Barely 48 hours dfter a devas«

stead, they focused on the shortcom d.” 13
3 ‘tating nuclear-yttacl
tons, g0 Vi)

ings now appatent with thg‘naf;oﬁg.é
defence warbook. Rather disc
ek gl e %
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