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Importing Doesn’t Work: Justifying Local Working Requirements through
a Historical, Theoretical, and Contractual Perspective

Abstract
This paper builds on existing criticisms of the TRIPS Agreement by attempting to justify local working
requirements from a more theoretical perspective. The paper argues that if the existence of intellectual
property rights is justified based on utilitarianism or bargain theory, then it necessarily follows that TRIPS
should provide developing countries with flexibility to legislate local working requirements that demand more
than just importing.
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