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Rebel fighters take capital

B One death reported, many Historic Square, Benmiller ~ B Shocked municipal leaders
injured, scores left homeless  Inn ravaged by direct hit declare state of emergency

Like an atomic bomb

Full coverage, Pages A2, 3; Video, photo galleries, updates at |fpress.com
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A path of destruction is seen from the air after a suspected tomado ripped through Goderich Sunday afternoon.

Fay Kennedy looks at her barn destroyed when a devastating storm hit the Benmiller area Sunday.
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Newly finished dream home

no match for nature’s might

DALE CARRUTHERS
The London Free Press

BENMILLER After 10
months of building their dream
home, Fay Kennedy and her hus-
band were getting ready to move
in Monday.

Now the couple, who live in
the quiet village of Benmiller east
of Goderich, are homeless after a
tornado ripped through the tiny
community Sunday shortly after
4 p.m.

“We put the finishing touches
on it Friday and basically we were
going to move into it tomorrow,’

said.

The tornado blew out the win-
dows of their new home, tore
a hole in the ceiling, ripped off
siding and pelted the two-storey
home with debris.

The twister also flattened a
100-year-old barm on their prop-
erty and tore the roof off the
house they're living in. leaving
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poputar story on

them without anywhiere to stay.
Down the road at the historic

Benmiller Inn, Darren Coulombe
and his wife, Jen, just arrived
to celebrate their seven-year

The couple had just checked in
and decided to go for a romantic
drive.

Barely 100 metres from the
hotel, it started to hail “golf ball-
sized” pieces of ice, Darren Cou-
lombe said.

“I looked up into the sky and I
could see debrisflying around the
air in a circular pattern and [ knew

was happening’

Coulombe threw his truck into
reverse and backed up to the
hotel. ;

That's when the tornado
the Benmiller Inn. :

The truckshook while
the couple held each other tight.

“All I could think about was my
kids” Jen said. “I just thought,
‘T'm going to die and they won't

| yourweekontheweb

have parents.

After what seemed like an
eternity the truck stopped shak-
ing. The couple got out to a scene
of unimaginable destruction.

The roof was torn off two of the
hotel buildings, windows were
shattered and huge trees were
toppled.

The hotel was evacuated
Stunned guests gathered outside
with the community’s residents
— most still in shock — to assess
the damage.

Within hours men with orucks
and chainsaws started the long
cleanup

Kennedy and her husband
began clearing the fallen trees
from their property Sunday
night.

The family is already planning
a new move-in date.

“We'll just have to put in
more love,” Kennedy said with a
smile.

Highlights from the last week on ifpress.com
TOP STORY from looking at pornography. Megan
LAY mmmmumm“m Abused Women's Centre, asked city hall to
heiicnr Shaces Toaild sont consider a recommendation to the library
‘area native, was the .  board to place fiiters on their
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VOICES FROM THE STORM §

‘ Its like an atomic ‘ We ‘re asking people ‘ [ heard the wind ‘ I looked up and saw ‘ | saw the dark skies ‘ ‘ The windaows
bomb hit (the to stay away af and knew it was a bunch of news- d and got a real bad biew in. And then
Square) this point — it s a bad bad paper just swirling. It was  feeling. Everyone in the building fell on
GregRau  situation. Tyler Nicholson  huge. [t 5 hard to gauge the (KFC) store got to my car.

Larry McCabe. how enormous it was the back . Brert Lawrence
clerk-administrator lan Gould. who was golfing Kris Reslly
City of Goderich at Maitiand Country Club

State of emergency

dows in the courthouse so “you
can see it” he:aid.
OPP Sgt. Dave Rektor con-
firmed people were hurt in the
tornado, but he didn’t know how
many or how badly.
The town declared a state of
emergency about 30 minutes
aﬂetﬂ:ﬁtnmnduhh.hmmmand

post was set the Knights of
Columbus haﬁ at; 390 Parsons
Crt. People who couldn’t stay in
their homes because they were
unsafe were told to go to the hall,
where residents were dmpping
oﬁmmdwppllu

Damage wlw :
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8,000 on the shores of Lake Huron

about 100 kilometres north of

London.- The town's motto is

Canada’s Prettiest Town.

The tomado left

without roofs, trees and util-

tlypnlumpledmhmuutnd
debris scattered on the ground

and in trees.

Police, firefighters and wvol-
unteers were trying to secure
the downtown and out
onlookers because of the num-
ber of damaged buildings and
natural gas leaks. The power was
out throughout the town, and
the natural gas system was shut
down because of ruptures that
left an odour of gas in the air.

Sarah Wong,
Canada meteorologist, said the
tornado was spawned by a fast-
moving storm that moved in from
Lake Huron.

“We have had reports of roofs

‘being removed from

walls crumbling, grain elevator
cars damaged, arena
%d‘m'm

Capt. Jeff Wormington of the
Goderich fire department said
the town's square suffered con-
siderable damage. Officials were
not allowing anyone to go down-
town and were trying to move
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i ent is con-
cemed because there’s been a
number of gas line breaks.”

Patrons inside the Coffee Cul-
ture store on the square stood far
away from the when the
tormado unleashed its fury, blow-
ing away furniture, floor tiles and
windows.

‘It sounded like a freight
train,” Jim Rutledge said. “It
couldn’t have been more than 30
seconds.” .

Gary Johnston and his family
took shelter in the Bargain Store
one block down. “1 couldn’t close
the door” he said in disbelief
“Not with all my strength.”

Alex Mosher was!driving -

downtown when the
hhﬂrmdmﬂ

storm ceII |dent|f|ed mmutes befo

d.umlmd. including the &'v'lp-
orator at the Sifto salt
the front of a TD Canada Trust
Hwy. 21 and nearby
Victoria Street United Church.
The Benmiller Inn and Falls
Reserve Conservation Area east
of Goderich also were
A roof was blown off a build-
ing at the inn and the inn was
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hit.
“I made it in to the living room |
went black” ‘

and
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CﬂmmTMLﬂﬁmfmF‘rﬂ
Tmmm:ﬂwmmﬂntmmminﬁodmchmum The category F3 tornado left a path of destruction when it hit the small town late Sunday afternoon.

‘We will recover

G Mayor vows his town will rise from B $5 million in disaster assistance

B Tour of the devastation in historic

the disaster coming from province town square
Full coverage, Pages A2-4; Video, photo galleries, updates at Ifpress.com
B SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

Sliver of Ilght brightens area economic gloom
M. McGuinty up for more cash - Jolar plant could employ 200

Premier

: PATRICK MALONEY sound idea,” McGuinty said. “(Ir’s) HANK DANISZEWSKI a Siemens plant manufacturing wind

sits down The London Free Press something that recognizes there are The London Free Prets turbine blades is setting up in a vacant

with some special challenges her® that auto parts plant in Tillsonburg.

The Free Press Premier Dalton McGulnt}fsayshes require some additional support.” London is on the short-list for a Mayor Joe Fontana said he is con-
considering — though com- The idea, however, underscores solar module manufacturing plant fident London will come out on top

MAS mit to — an economic fund the struggles of this region — where, that is looking for a base In Ontario, this time, nod.ngﬂ:edtylirudyhui
for Southwestern Ontario, including in the recent past, the notion of extra  The Free Press has learned. base in solar

. London. government handouts would never The plant would be part of the prov- “We have the we've got the

The Liberal leader, seeking a third have been considered necessary, But  incial government’s partnership with business people, we have the research
term as premier, said Monday that if times change — Statistics Canada  Korean industrial giant Samsung. It capacity, we have the space and it’s
re-elected he might dedicateextra  reported recently that London has the would employ 100 to 200 people. affordable. I'm confident we will be

_money to this hard-hit region —a, highest jobless rate among large Can- London was a runner-up on two seen as the best city for this solar
~ program similar to ones in place  adian cities. other plants connected to the Sam- - module plant”
in northern and eastern Ontario. sung deal. One constructing wind tur- '

“At first blush it sounds like a see STIMULUS | PageA5  bine towers ended up in Windsor and see SOLAR MODULE | Page A7

Canadians react with shock and
WITH sadness to word that NI
COREN _Jack Layton has died; p

¥ final message of hope.
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hood was destroyed.

- The owner of a downtown health
Jood store, Hewitt had no idea whether
his shop was among the more than 100
shops damaged by Sunday's tornado.

ﬁTE 2 ?'"‘""r‘ﬂ"* P

D L i

,im Hewitt anxiously sat f:l an

emergency shelter at the Knights of Col-
umbus hall, unsure whether his liveli-

thing" he said.

Authorities told Hewirt it may be a
couple of days before the extent of siruc
tural damage is known and when he
can return. Hewitt, who lives in nearby
Auburn, was anxious to see his property
and start repairs

“Not knowing, that's the toughest

A ‘Ifg.';ﬂ iﬂ ﬁ"ﬂnf of one house
on the outskirts of Goderich read, "W,
are all okay here, thanks.”

But the home on the property gave @
different impression.

The garage caved In, crushing a car
inside. The barn was torn from its
Joundation and flung across the yard.

Town
square
obliterated

DALE CARRUTHERS
The London Free Press

GODERICH — An overturned
van on the courthouse lawn,
a collapsed gazebo, uprooted
century-old trees — destruction
everywhere.

The community that billed
itself The Prettiest Town in Can-
ada looked more like a war zone
Monday. :

The picturesque town square

le after a tor-
lndo with winds estimated at
300 kilometres an hour ripped
through the Lake Huron com-
munity om Sunday.

Police declared the down-
town a “no-go” zone and banned

and vehicles from
entering. But OPP granted repor-
ters exclusive access to the dev-
astated downtown area Monday
afternoon.

Sidewalks normally filled with
shoppers and workers were
instead covered with broken
glass, chunks of cement and
broken tree limbs.

e SR e

Concerned citizens, down-
town business owners and curi-
ous onlookers gathered at the

checkpoints, hoping to catch a

of the destruction.
“Some of the buildings aren’t
safe — there’s falling debris,

said OPP Sgt. Dave Rektor, add-
ing emergency workers were

still searching the buildings for

With security systems dis-
abled and doors and windows
smashed, Rektor defended the
decision to ban the public from
the town square, saying looting
Was a concermn.

“There are a lot of buildings
that aren’t secure and that’s part
of the police presence,” he said.

Photos by CRAIG GLOVER The London Free Press
Cows graze near a broken solar array near Goderich on Monday. Autmnmuﬂnp«mmmmmummw;mmmm
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Shingles were torn from the roof and the
home's windows almost all shattered
The front door was ajar, with only a
chain lock keeping 1 from blowing open.
The tornado’s winds —
to have reached up to 300 kilometres

an hour — sent a tree branch plercing
through the home's wall

estimated

SOME OF THE
AREASWORST
ANDMOST
MEMORABLE
TWISTERS
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Some made sandwiches to feed the
hungry mouths at the emergency shelter,
while others volunieered to clear debris
around the toun. -

But sveryone had a common goal: to
restore Goderich to Its former glory as
Canada’s prettiest town.

ton, a spokespersion for Compaiss Min
erals, the Kansas-based company that
owns Sifto Canada

“He was part of our shipping depart-
maent and was supervising the process,”
Barton sald. "We are keeping in close
contact with the family . .. This is a
tough time.”

1 herff WAS NO shortage of
hrlpmg hands in Goderich.

A steady stream of volunteers arrived
at the Knights of Columbus on Parsons
Court to pitch in with the recovery effort.

Both males and females, young and
old, signed up to de whatever they could

.Slﬂo SH[! MINE worker Nor-
mand Laberge, 61, was the only person
killed by the storm.

The 31-year employee was in a tower
supervising the loading of salt on to a
ship when the tornado hit.

He was trying to get out of the tower
when the storm struck, said Kelly Bar-

.

_ SODERICH
"EMBERSMIp
CENTRE

Prs

to help their battered community. -

‘You are not alone’

Prem|er pledges $5 mllllon in a|d

CHIP MARTIN
The London Free Press

. ful it is” he said. “We should set
mrsﬂmuviﬁunnfﬁzﬂymr
ing that beauty.” .

McGuintypttludme!eadﬂ
ship of Shewfelt and emergency
responders and work crews who
came from across the region.

“l am inspired,” the premier
told an army of reporters. “It is
mu?fﬂhmvndinsmrbﬂngsﬂu
very best out in people.”

As chainsaws hacked away at
massive trees that were |
in the core, local officials said
water and sewer services are fine,
but natural gas and electricity
will take awhile to restore.

A few hundred residents
unable to retumn to their homes
until officials say they are struc-
tural safe were being fed and
tended to at an emergency shel-
ter in the Knights of Columbus
hall in the south end of town.
Shewfelt and town administra-

_ lakefront where the lone
occurred. Salt domes,

tor Larry McCabe said there is no
shortage of offers of help and as
many as 400 emergency workers
can be accommodated. Shewfelt
said volunteers, including a Mus-
li'mg‘;-::pmdlm home build-
ers Stratford, have stepped
forward.

Aside from damaging the
core, the tomado, which cut a
500-metre-wide swath, heavily

the Sifto Salt mine at the
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CRAIG GLOVER The London Free Press

Wreckegl cars lie amongst debris in downtown Goderich on Monday. At right, Randy Mawson, a storm investigator for . .
Environment Canada. looks at a brick that smashed through the inside of a windshield near the main square. j CHIP MARTIN The London Free Press

Storm
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too real
- for actors
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Jim Hewitt are no strangers to drama.

—

Walkerton water tragedy that claimed
m:;:;limmdmadchundredam.
must be on me,”
Pl R
When the tornado struck she was
in Exeter, returning from a Cape Cod
* vacation with her daughter Kara Gos-
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TWISTER IN GODERICH

Th|s scene was horror’

CRAIG GLOVER The London Free Press
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Chilean quake survivor, family clung to tree as killer tornado passed over

DEBORA VAN BRENK
The London Free Press

The terrified campers clung to
a tree In a ravine as the vortex,
just metres above their heads,
flung trailers off their footings and
ripped trees from their roots.

Then their sanctuary tree was
also from the ground,
leaving Londoner Lorenzo Mac-
chiavello and his
Andrea, pinned beneath it.

“I've been three earth-
in Chile and nowI've been
in a tornado,” a bruised and still-
shaken Macchilavello said Tues-
day. Not even the quake measur-
ing 9.5 on the Richter scale could
match Sunday’s terror, he said.
“This was different — this scene
was horror”

The family had been staying
at a private camping area over-
looking the Maitland River. Most
other campers had left late Sun-

day afternoon when Lorenzo,
Jr., spied a funnel cloud bearing
down on them.

He shouted at everyone to find
shelter.

“We had time only to jump in
the ravine and grab my_grand-
son,” the senior Macchiavello
recalled, his voice cracking.

“We were all uglng -the tree
very strong.”

see HORROR | Page A4

W AMO: Top Tory Tim Hudak vows co-operation with cities, but won't guarantee $1.58 cost relief

PCs not dwn with uploading

ON PAGE A2

Dnmﬁmarbin'aﬁmqstemmd
— but
nneud:upmﬂaichmgegﬂ
nered much attention.
Hudak wouldn't rule out
scrapping the province’s plan
to take on $1.5 billion in costs
now paid by municipalities, an
“uploading” about two-thirds
dnnehnmumﬁym;!mm
tee

“I'm not going to make prom-
dses I can't
lhup mess to clean
up,’ Hudak said in &

interview. *1 just don’t want to' 1

mkepmmhnmm‘thm
mllﬂl?qnz

and we have,

MORE TWISTER COVERAGE | Pages A3, 4
B Town seeks disast m E l
_Staym

designation, big bucks

for rebuilding effort |
com

= qtm.uagr:m 5.9 temblor ratﬂesmmw
Virginia tremor shakes,
rattles roIIs to London

town’s heritage buildings
“Just felt a remor in my htl

floor office in NW London. Blinds
shook, chair tipped, books fell”
wrote Carol Cooper.
Charlene McNabb was at work
at the Oxford Elgin Children and
Youth Centre when she feit the

quake. :
just kind of felt dizzy.
we felt it. We were
chairs and our floor lamps were
rocking. It feit much m ;
= . than the last one,” she said.

| mwimﬂ

TrueLuﬂmﬁuPress
It knocked over books, rat-
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Determined tb recover

As devastated town cleans up, municipal officials seek disaster designation and more funding

DALE CARRUTHERS
The London Free Press

GODERICH — As Goderich’s .

citizens started picking up the
pleces, town -politiclans scram-
bled to secure funds to rebuild
the tbrnado-torn community.
Counéil held an emergency
meeting Tuesday aftermoon to
pass resolutions aimed at getting
the provincial nment to
declare Goderich a disaster area.

Business
anxious
{o start
repairs

ADELATALBOT
The London Free Press

Renee Gignac’s dental office is
just a tarp away from survival.

While the F3 twister destroyed
many homes, businesses and
landmarks, Gignac said her den-
tal office, situated “within the
declared “"no-§o zone" is sal-
vageable, needing only plywood
to board up the windows and a
tarp to cover the roof,

But Gignac, co-owner of the
office, said she can’t get to her
business because it's in a zone

The move would allow the town
to tap into much-needed disaster
relief funding.

Though Ontario Premier
Dalton McGuinty has pledged

. $5 million to the tornado-ravaged

community, it will take much
more to rebuild the town, said
Goderich Mayor Deb Shewfelt
“Five million dollars is really
the carrot to create the fund,
Shewfelt said. "It's going to take a
lot of money to cover those inci-

dentals that are not covered (by
insurance).”

A seven-member committee
— made up of individuals from
the Goderich community — will
be created to decide who gets
money and who doesn't.

“They ll be mandated to admin-
ister the fund,” sald town admin-
istrator Larry McCabe. “They'll
have some tough decisions.”

The town also is seeking cash
from Ottawa and private donors.

“The sky’s the limit with what
will be mandated . . . it will cer-
tainly be much more than $5 mil-
lion,” McCabe said.

On the street, citizens did their
part. The sound of chainsaws
and wood-chippers filled the
air, while an army of people with
brooms and rakes hit the streets.

Up on roofs, workers replaced
shingles stripped away by Sun-
day’s 300 km/h winds.

Police concluded the search

and rescue mission, declaring
all persons accounted for The
death wll remained at one, with
37 injured.

The core remained off limits,
with police roadblocks set up
to keep pedestrians and motor-
ists out. A 17-year-old male was
arrested for entering the banned
area Tuesday.

Six building inspectors, along
with structural engineers, are
working to secure the area, uld
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Shewfelt, who declared the tor
nado the biggest challenge ha's
faced in 25-year political career.

For Shewfelt, giving business
OWTETS access Lo the Lown sguare
is a priority.

“We need to-show some vital-
ity in the community,” he sald.
“l think you still have 1o show
people that youre alive and
ready to do business.”

dale carrutheri@sunmedia ca
nwitter com/ Daleatl FPress

CRAIG GLOVER The London Free Press

M{.‘ln-ul.uhnmqh*
Goderich but now lives outside
the town, grabbed a chainsaw'
and rushed to his childhood"
home Monday.
'!’uuun‘tmdb!llﬂmh.'“
said Carroll, who teared up talk- .
ing about the destruction. -

Peter Wick, owner of a St.
rick St home damaged by
tomado, couidn't believe

, deanuphisyard. - = :
“The bad can bring out the

Ml“'h:ﬂul.

deemed unsafe and off-limits.
Having called her insurance
y and the ser-
vices of a structural and
restoration officials, Gignac can't
her business to salvage
what’s left of it before it rains.
“Half the town is gone and the
other half could survive. With-
out a roof, and a (with) rain-
storm coming, a roof claim with
the insurance company is a tarp
from becoming a claim for
melhzhde}btmnut;dﬂmuid.
4 Sy ok mmmnﬁ“'”i“ m&mmmmm«mmmm MMMMMWMMMEHM
of dollars, said and the
sooner they can get back on their V
=== Voluni eers dig in to help the digging out
said the
assured her the building is in is
structurally sound and adjacent
el . | o I |
“These are people who are . ek When Sean Rogers saw the
qualified to be on site. No lawsuit .--4_1 ; , television images of toppled
would come of this,” Gignac said. @ 4 homes and overturned vehicles
understanding, Gignac '
said, her engineer and restora- The Cambridge resident
tion company are camping out in decided to help the people in the
the Wal-Mart parking lot, waiting small Lake Huron =
for the restrictions to be lifted. and teach his kids a valuable les-
The restrictions are in place to son at the same time.
ensure public safety, said Larry and his two sons, Mark,
McCabe, clerk and chief admin- 5, and Matthew, 8, drove to the
istrative officer for Goderich. tornado-ravaged town Tuesday
“The town has to meet Min to join the thousands of volun-
l'u'yﬂuhun'huhhand teers cleaning up Goderich.
b sble % go i theve and (deslg fgpier 10 s i my pare 1
in s0 in nature to
m]wh:q:luia.bmwh-nm help;” ﬁiw '
take the restrictions off in a local Although Matthew initially
. : complained about having to give
McCabe added town officials up one of his last days of sum-
are puttin up fences around struc- mer, he quickly changed his atti-
tures that aren’t safe and coding tude after his dad showed him -
the ones with less damage, to YouTube dips of the tornado’s
n-nu':; few days The . M
a for all tric was :
buildings to be looked at, he said. rubble' and tree
:mmuﬂi:ﬁnum : -ﬂmnn;:m&.
; one
maes b mﬂmmhm-mmmmmwhm e e e
adela.1albor@ sunmedia.ca mhuMﬂmmmm“whmmmwm mmmm

Heritage advacates move to save damaged historic bui d
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B TORNADO: ‘Horrendous’ sound pelted their yehicles after calm

Family drove into storm

MASHOKA MAIMOMA
The London Free Press

A London [amily was heading
to the Falls Reserve Conservation
Area for a swim on Sunday when
they were caught in the area’s most
dangerous tornado In decades.

“It was the calm before the storm
on our way up. My son noted that
it was odd none of the leaves were
moving,” said Cathy Parsons.

The next thing the Parsons
knew, their two cars were being
pelted by what felt like rocks and
a “horrendous” nolse barraged

B HORROR

His wile ls a numing practice
consultant at 5S¢ joseph's and he is
a respiratory therapist

“I thought "Thia Is trauma, this is
an emergency, let’s drive by 1o see
if they need help. They couldn’t
get staff into the hospital because
the roads were Inaccessible,” sald
Garry Parsons

The last thing he remembers
driving out of the ravaged town
was the strong smell of natural
gas.

“It's remarkable that the fun-
nel cloud touched down so close
to us and we managed to get out

The flunnel cloud that razed the
town ol Goderich was & mere 90
metres behind thelr battered can

“We used our GPS 1o navigate
our way out, but road we
turned into was blocked by fallen
trees,” remembered Parsons.

The family of six followed their
GPS into the hean of the destruc
ton: Goderich.

As they drove through the dev-
astated town, with trees, rubble
and cruisers littering the once-
picturesque streets, Parsons’ hus-
band, Garry, suggested they stop
by the local hospital o lend a

them. helping hand. unhurt”

RESCUE EFFORT OVER NO-GOZONEBREACHED  sessing a controlled substance and

The search-and-rescue operation in A 17-year-old male faces charges failing to comply with a court order.

Goderich is over following Sunday’s after police say he was found with

tornado. While the OPP search-and- drugs in his possession in the CORE STILL mm

rescue team and the Canadian Task  “no-go” zone in downtown Goderich  Huron OPP are reminding the public

Force team — Ontario’s responseto  Monday. Police said officers waptr,hed mtr? fﬁr“?a ;E'ET: the Gﬁ:"gnﬂm o * HE _
disaster, co-ordinated by the provin- -  a male wearing a backpack on Picton o £asons,

cial fire marshal's office — have left  St. They questioned him and found access is not permitted. CRAIG GLOVER The London Free Press
the town, the cleanup of the disaster  drugs in his possession. He was . Paul Lenhardt, front, of London, checks out a burned-out car and trailer with Gary Fordyce of St.

zone continues. arrested and faces charges of pos- — Mashoka Maimona Thomas at Maitland Falls Valley Campground near Goderich Tuesday. The trailer and car burst into

flames when a propane tank exploded after Sunday afternoon’s F3 tornado hit the trailer parik.

"You need to thank the Lord to be alive’

FROM PAGE Al

The tree fell on his right leg
and on Andrea.

parts of Goderich and claimed
the life of one man.

.§r il T g His daughter, Andrea, her
R ¥ el § ' ﬂ{ husband, Shawn LaRocque and Family members frantically On Monday and Tuesday,
e Fo RT o S LE . s : their two children, Selena and _pried open a storage shed to get  friends and family helped clean
e ——— 8 | Ryan, grabbed each other and achainsawand cutthem loose.  up the camp.
Lo BrAge =y ? i | . j the tree with Lorenzo Sr. and Andrea’s hushband was hit by Halina Kaminski, who owns
: ":'-_:"._r bl i C- b L ) ol B S o Lol e sl Lorenzo Jr. debrisas he sheltered hisfamily, propertyatthatsite and returned

ere

rede

ning

Two friends from Toronto,
Marcelo and Olivia Silva,. did
the same.

They heard the tornado from
there, about three metres down

suffering broken ribs and a col-
lapsed lung. He was taken to
hospital in Clinton.

The two trailers were
destroyed, one catching fire

Monday to survey the scene,
said the damage was incredible
and about half the camping area
was destroyed.

Just across the river, at Falls

: the ravine, before they saw it. It  after it flipped into the fire pit, Reserve Conservation Area,

th was, Macchiavello said, like a the other flattened by a tree. there was virtually no damage.
e ﬁer l I (D I l | I a train bearing down on them. Moments earlier, Andrea had Macchiavello sald the whole

@ Then they saw the funnel, been preparing supper with her  thing lasted all of two minutes.
o ol e ‘.u : i _ from its underside. children in that camper. But the emotional trauma
o R o g e ko was Saw the debris flying through Another trailer was tossed remains. The grandchildren are

fE= oA e sils A . : . the air, felt the rush of wind that into the ravine, landi.ng on its hH'll’lI'lg trouble sleeping,

'Sl _ Y- pulled young Ryan's legs away roof, wheels to the sky, on a Macchiavello sajd he's had
ASK US ABOUT - R Er. from the tree and made them grassy area beside the river enough close calls to last a life-
colour availability grab each other even tighter. Several other vehicles in the time and he's grateful his family
“You could see all the trees campground were destroyed. survived. “You need to thank the
going, going, going — until ours Only later did the family dis- Lord to be alive. The material

‘went, too,” Macchiavello said.

cover a tornado had levelled

part is not important.”
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Who will get
the keys to
Stornoway?

't would be a mistake to think that the
next occupant of Stornoway, the official
residence of the Leader of the Official
Obpmltinn must be just like its most recent
Eﬁm' Jack Layton.
fact, [ suspect the country’s New

Démocrats know that not only is there no
carbon copy of Layton out there, it would be a
mistake to look for one.

|

But as the country and its political class begin
to think about the kind of person that ought to
lead the New Democrats, one thing is clear: The

will be better off with an NDP leader
who, like Layton, has what I'd call a good ear
for Quebec. For whether you're a Conservative,
Liberal, Green or &dhere to any other party
wﬁk:hheuevulnnunlmd&mda.Uymns
mbst significant accomplishment on May 2 was
the vanquishing of the Bloc Quebecols.

But how to make sure the separatists don’t
come back? One good way is to find an NDP
leader who can do what Layton had only started
to do, namely, unite a caucus of Quebecers who
might favour the decentralized and province-
focused approach with New Democrats from
the West and elsewhere who like a nore cen-
tralized, Ottawa-focused government.

Can that be done? Layton, ever the optimist,
thought it could. Can anyone else? We don't yet
know. And while NDP MPs and their staff are
officially shying away from all talk of Layton's
suctession until his state funeral Saturday, it is
no disrespect to Layton for the rest of us to do
so. Indeed, Layton initiated the leadership race
in that ex 'L@erm&mdim'he
penned before his

So let me get the speculation rolling by

that it will be for New
Democrats to elect a leader who does not speak
French. And, given the large number of rookie
MPs, some experience in Parliament would
be a definite plus. So on that alone, here’s my
stmnmdﬂl:ﬁyinmmphteﬂﬂnfmmmly
MLMWMMIMIM
solely for entertainment purposes and provided
with the caveat that I have no inside knowledge’
if any of them will run or even want to run.

I Peggy Nash, the NDP finance critic,
Toronto MP, and former NDP president. The
race must have some women and, ¥ -
suspect Nash would not win, I think she'd be a
good candidate.

B Popular Ottawa MP Paul Dewar led the
NDFunthethnﬂle.npnhenmlghFrm
and could find supporters in

Julian to run for the last year in that
province but he decided to stay in Ottawa. He’s
a principled first elected in 2004.

Layton in the 2003 leadership race. He's older,
_ wiser, but does he want the job?

B Fiery Montrealer Thomas Mulcair is the
deputy leader and, until May 2, was all the NDP
had in Quebec. A former Quebec Liberal cabi-
net minister, Mulcair is

and fearless, and while she may not race to win,

she and her supporters she
mlmiltpcylﬂ:,m rigtns

-hlnm

M pointofview

Goderich tornado serves
as Important wake-up cal

Godnﬂch.llhhlmdmdsduﬂ:ﬂﬁnﬂr

lar towns and cities across Ontario,

never gave much thought to tornadoes.

After all, that severe weather is reserved for
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and the other doz-
en or so states that make up the American
bad-storm bull’s-eye known as tornado alley.

In addition, there was always an under-
standing that Goderich would never really
bear the brunt of a bad storm coming off
Lake Huron because of the topography of the
town. The bluffs just past the beach would
Mhmhmmumhﬁoﬂ’ﬂugmmd
uldﬁeywuuldlme their muster.

We can call that belief a myth now as we
know the tornado decided to come right up
Harbour St. to the centre of town.

same false sense of security exists for

5t Ontarians, Environment Canada issued
mmmwwm
noon, and many models showed the twister

 that hit Goderich was expected to lift off the
ground at the shoreline, then re-energize

and reorganize about 40 or 50 kilometres
inland, right around Mitchell and Stratford.

Despite the warnings and very real pos-

sibility of a twister in Stratford, few if anyone

in the city headed for cover or gave the idea
dmnubum-mm

The reality is Ontario can get as many as
15 to 20 tornadoes a summer. Most are in the

FDmFlumguymddamthmﬂed.hﬂ

certainly not all.

It has been reported many times the F3
tornado that hit Goderich this week is the
first F3 in Ontario since 1995, but that’s not
true. An F2 set down in Perth County in May
2004 and by the time the cell was over Ellice
Township and had tomn apart a farmhouse
west of Gadshill, it had l up to an F3,
said Environment Canada at the time.

And, of course, we remember the deddly
tornado cluster that tracked across south-
western Ontario and touched down in
Clinton, Milverton, Arthur, Grand Valley and
finally Barrie where it killed eight people and
injured another 155 the last day of May 1985.
And many people in Woodstock still shud-

" der when storm clouds form thanks to the

massive tornado that hit there in 1979.

The fact is, as much as our hearts go out to
the people of Goderich — there but for the
grace of God or weather patterns go we —
the next ime we see that red screen on the
Weather Network or hear that weather bul-
letin we should know that, yes, it can happen
here. And in fact, often does. "

" S 1

Addiction
to spending
needs to stop

ever underestimate the ability of the
Liberals to reifvent themselves in
advance of an election.

Take the announcement by Premier Dalton
McGuinty and his foot-in-mouth finance minis-
ter, Dwight Duncan, that the deficit,
now at $14 billion, is $5.7 billion lower than
projected.

That's like a couple of crack addicts
praise because they're using less of the drug
dunmypmmhedlmupbntnu:1n

I _ . '
mm

They're still addicted — just not using quite

as much.

Lest we forget, since came to
power in 2003, the Liberals have doubled the ,
provincial debt. The total debt in 2003 was $148
billion. By 2012, it will hit $283 billion, $303 bil-
lion by 2013.

This province's other 23 premiers over 136
years, “only” racked up $148 billion in debt.

McGuinty single-handedly doubled that.

He'll tell you it was all about stimulus spend-
hgmm;qhmmmm

we managed to negotiate our
ﬂmxghmwidmmdlpmm
on $148 billion worth of debt.

Wehtﬂhunhaduu,mﬂqu.hnqﬁnhth
entire GO Transit system,
lngphntﬂl‘ﬂlpnFllhmd m:nudﬂr

plants.

saddled us with in just eight short years.

Like any addict, McGuinty and Duncan can't
promise to stay away from the stuff. Next year,
the deficit will be another $18 billion.

And no, this isn’t about one-time stimulus
spending. Their projected program
for 2011 is 77% higher than it was in 2003.

We're living beyond our means.

At a time when other governments are seek-
ﬁmlﬂnh d:egu adding new

przuml.m $1 billion they're
spending on all-day kindergarten.

Oh, sure, in the perfect nanny state such as
the one the Liberals envision, we should take
babies away from their parents at birth, have
state-funded nannies potty train them and
teach them to walk and talk.

can we
glorified “free” daycare delivered in the most
costly way possible — with teachers and early

And we're starving our health system to do it.
hl? lhchumhhuhhhm
o
3.?!.11# said $2.4 billion of that reduc-
tion in the deficit was as a result of reduced '

government spending.
S i 6 G ket ot
expenses in a way not
mise the that families have gotto be.
able tocounton,"hesald. -
Services aren’t compromised?
Ask antyone who has used the health system
mﬁyhuhmhdmmh-lm
Heck, you only had to read the recent series
by former Toronto Sun editor John
e bocuming despersicy llin e IS,
after :
His isn't an isolated case, He just happened
iy ~ ot e e s el
in
mmm%
mwumm-unml.
umﬁrmhﬂm

R A _ hn“dﬂm
uses it. How are the people who don’t Prices in the U.S. have started 'Ihu toa 9%
drive supposed to get to a libzary? to drop and in Britain they have a thphllu of ol be-
Mhmhmhw national newspaper (the Sum) that  ~ mﬂmmm A Mﬂm._ - you
If the board needs to save money, hﬁmwhmihm drop in price should more than cover | say? g ke
- close a branch in an area that has bus against the oil —and now hﬂ“ﬂdm Breadded | R
service. ' pl:lnl of the HST,
Another concemn is bike lanes that ttﬂu hd h
been tom up and last year
uﬂtj-—nhmm
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I TORNADO WARNING: Three days after Goderich’s peunding, black skies, high winds and unconfirmed reports of funnel cloud touchdowns keep residents on edge

s Twister fear grips area

JONATHAN SHER
The London Free Press

A spate of tornado warnings
and sightings left the London
region on edge Wednesday night
mere days after a killer twister
ravaged historic Goderich.

On what turned out to be a wild
night, four tormadoes reportedly

touched down, none packing the

punch of the deadly storm thar
ravaged the Huron County town
on Sunday.

Just the threat of a repeat
stoked anxiety levels for much of
the evening, leaving at least one
resident in Goderich cowering in
his basement as thunderstorms
lashed the area and skies turned
midnight black hours early.

Wimesses said they saw four

tornadoes touch ground — near
Wyoming, Kettle Point, Parkhill
and Lucknow. Those reports
will be investigated Thursday by
Environment Canada.

There were no confirmed
reports of damage or Injuries in
the London region.

The high winds and dark skies
left residents wary, even scared,
in Goderich, where a category

F3 tornado tore up that town's
historic Courthouse Square
Sunday, injuring many and kill
ing one.

“It was pretty tense,” Goderich
Muyor Deb Shewfelt said

A tonfado warning for an area
including Goderich was Issued at
about 6:30 p.m.

see WARNING | Page A3

ON PAGE A3
B 485 workers idled
indefinitely at Sifto Salt
# Chip Martin weighs
emotional toll of twister

@ Ontarians rally to help
and how you can, too

B JACK LAYTON 1950 - 2011
A last chance to say goodbye before Saturday s state funeral | Page Bl
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@ OLG SLOTS: Changes by the province will cost racetracks and municipalities millions

New rules make slots revenue drop safe bet

nia, $46,000; and for Western Fair
Raceway and its horse racing part-
ners, $250,000 to $270,000 each.
Widespread concern about
reduced slots revenue, which has
been declining because of com-
petition from online gaming, for
e Mnmmpud-ﬂmm
" cipalities Wednesday since ﬂ:e
" revenue-splitting deal was struck
12 years ago.

see SLOTS | Page A10

about $105,000 a year; for Sar-
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 The long road back

- Days after Goderich and area was hit by a devastating tornado, its lmpact deepens as Sifto workers face
indefinite loss of their livelihoods, and our columnist weighs in on the emotional toll of the destruction

THE IDLED WORKERS T B THE RECOVERY

At the town's largest employer, Ontarians |
| Sifto, 485 people are suddenly rally behind
! —and indefinitely - out of work hattered

= community

The London Free Press the plant’s union, CEP Local 37-0,
The London Free Press .

is getting calls from his fellow
GODERICH — Dave Brown union members, but he doesn't
would normally be workingmore  have any answers for them.
than 500 metres below Lake “We just don't know anything
Huron In the Sifto Salt mineona . yet,” Prouse said.
weekday afternoon. A few workers at the top of the
Instead, the father of two was  genijority list were called In to

Help continues to flow to tor-
nado-tormn Goderich as Ontarians

(see below for detalls) and Is one 1
co-ordinator of some of the aid

return to work or where the based company that owns Sifto
that's being sought and offered.

next paycheque will come from,
some Sifto employees are getting “Right now we're still trying to
nervous, figure out how soon we can bring

e | i -
- a1 ——

What's not needed now, town
officials say, are donations of
water or food.

Joining a small volunteer and
paid crew of peonle helning
clean up wrees and rubble are
those helping with donations

il | .
helping neighbours remove help with the cleanup, but the I 14 ‘their for the pretty
fallen tree limbs and other debris  rest of the plant's 75 employees ‘ ! * m:!ne:mda mmdlu answering
from their yards Wednesday. remain in bo, unsure when '| yin ‘ Way Perth
Brown is one of about 485 Sifto  they’ll return to work. il ﬁhﬂmmﬂhumﬁm&wuﬂe _
workers out of a job Indefinitely “I can’t send anybody in unless LTI : dumn [' o and la s
after Sunday’s tomado badly the is safe,” Prouse said. { : b ady, “I¢ o
dnnuged the company salt mine It's unknown when the mine e i hﬂWbﬂtJﬂ “E'Iq?- It's been blll}‘
and nearby evaporator plln: in  and evaporator will reopen, said H:* s m'mu:ﬂ 'FH:;“ set t
Goderich. Kelly Barton, a spokesperson for HITAE hel lsc;]lq' upd“nyfm:
With no idea when theyll Compass Minerals, the Kansas- l ’l e bokor for Gt it
|
. ! &

Ty - e

“If you don’t have a regular ' people back” said Barton. “The
paycheque, it's always concern-  goal is as soon as possible, but not
ing," said Brown, who hasworked  at the expense of bringing people

in the mine five into an unsafe environment.”
TheGoda'{mlneudu The company is setting up a

———— ity el
L

world’s largest underground hotline to update em

rock-salt mine’— and the town’s  Barton .dded.pm R e |
1 largest employer. The salt mine was the first s.'jmmlut inpm!::nr:;uﬂh“ w
F Sifto m'lk;n face lnd]:u:e d;rnmmlnﬁodeﬂchhitbySun- chen? m l'
' whammy: They can't r s F3-strength tornado. -profits offered

employment onsurafice because Siftoworker Normand mm‘lﬂﬂmﬁh:?r mSmda
_ they aren't able to get the neces- 61, was killed in the storm. The mmcmcmmmbmhh:w |'
_t sary documents from their bat- 3]. -year employee was in a tower each donated

tered workplaces. Even if they the loading of salt on $20,000 for emer-

had the documents, government o a ship the tornado hit.

offices aren’t open in Goderich. Goderich Mayor Deb Shew-

Si;ufest:hkﬂommﬁmﬂw felt is concerned about when
evapora L, @ the town's largest employer will

steady stream of employees recall its workers.

drove up to the plant Wednesday “It’s a big hit,” he said.

Home Depot and Lowes pro-
vided trailer-loads of home-
repair supplies.

Samaritan’s Purse, the Chris-
tian international relief organ

T e

[ T e— e

- e
Front stretched as far as lllinois 2o ey s
FROM PAGE AL Wednesday, Environment Can-

One terrified Goderichresident ada was much quicker to issue
said he fled to his basement about  alerts, posting a tornado watch
7 p.m., fearing another twister. at 11 a.m. and upgrading thattoa

There were additional reports Warning just after 6:30 p.m.
of funnel clouds and areas of Environment Canada's Geoff

exists) or 1-866-743-7818 to give.

rotation near liderton and Gran- Coulson said the Gﬁﬂ’:ﬁi ?gﬂm&mﬂﬁ
ton moving toward St. Marys, recent history played a role in through
Thorndale and Woodstock. ttwe-ﬂymuﬂnmbutlxw Salvation Army

B Go to redcross.ca to donate
through the Canadian Red Cross

mmmﬂdmnmmwmmmumdw
~ tomado. Another 410 werg idle at the badly damaged Sait mine ummw :
ﬁmmﬂ“ﬂnﬂ“ﬂnﬁﬂﬂm&nh%ﬂhhm
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THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT
Returning to feel
an old friend's pain
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 Starting to look ahead

As Goderich continues to clean up after Sunday’s killer tornado, there are calls for a new vision for tourism,
a reminder of the dangers of recovery work and a warning of dark days ahead as the storm’s impact sinks in

THE OPPORTUNITY

Groundswell of support
could reshape tourism

JOE BELANGER
The London Free Press

The devastation and destruc-
tion wreaked on Goderich by last
Sunday’s tornado could be an
“opportunity” to not only rebuild
but “to craft a new vision® for
the town's tourism sector, says a
tourism expert.

David Peacock, executive dir-
ector of the Reglonal Tourist
Organization, which stretches
from Waterloo to the Lake Huron
shoreline, said Thursday Gode-
rich “could become Canada’s Wil-
liamsburg," referring to Williams-
burg, Va., which is at the centre
of what's known as the Historic

Triangle of Virginia (along with

Stunned residents
are being allowed back
into their businesses

acEwan Egener steps

gingerly into his law
office for the first time since

slowly looking around.
*Thereare no cracks in the

ceilings,” declares his wife, Carol,
who's already checking out
another room. “And that’s just
wonderful! #

Indeed, here in the darkened
interior of this old building on
Montreal St., just beside the
town's céntral , there's
little evidence of damage —
mainly just shards of glass and
brick scattered on the main
floor below a broken window

that looks, for all the world, as if
some mischievous kid hurled a
softball through it.

But take a step out the front
door, and the scene is wholly
different: There, not more than
a stone’s throw away, are the
remains of the Coffee Culture

dﬁawﬂ “remains” is no,
uw'lﬁnn.'lhuuraphmc

' them to enter the law office for a
maximum of two hours, between
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. — is their first
chance to take stock of things.

OPINION

And, for Carol, it’s the first
time she's visited the building

“It was awful,” she recalls.
“You heard the hail and the

" rain and the wind, and then the

noise. We had a storm like that
in 1995, so the noise is quite

recognizable. It's the same noise
— like a train going through your

head.”
Carol was when the

storm hit the building.

“By the time I got down .

these stairs, the windows were

, she says. “And when |
opened the door — that's what |
saw across the street.”

Can she recall what she
thought when she first laid eyes
on the demolished coffee shop?

“You know something, I don't
remember;” she says. “I remem-

Jamestown and Yorktiown, one of
the world’s most popular tourist
destinations).

*Goderich is really a unique
place and there’s been a great
deal of work done to preserve
the built and  natural heritage,
said Peacock “If we can create a
groundswell of groups, individ-
uals, business and government
and get them all working together
and putting their resources into
it, we can do this. The ideal situa-
ton would be to align all these
interests. Yes, it's a horrible thing
that's happened, but we can't
overlook the opportunity.”

Goderich’s heritage is a major
contributor to the region’s econ-
omy and tourism, estimated at
hundreds of millions of dollars

annually, although exact figures
aren’t available, Peacock said.

Tom Jasper, former BIA chief
and well-known businessperson
in Goderich, sald there's a huge
concern about the cirys bullt
heritage.

“I think the general feeling here
is that heritage sells, but there
is no doubt finances will be an
issue,” sald Jasper, appointed to a
disaster rellef committee that will
dole out government and other
relie{ money.

“We're going to need huge
amounts of money. What if an
insurance company will only
cover $500,000 for a property but
the restoration is going to cost
$800,0007 Where is the $300,000
going to come from?”

Photos by LAN GILLESPIE The London Free Press
Lawyer MacEwan Egener entered his downtown Goderich office, above, for the first time Thursday

Jasper said “phones are ring
ing off the hook at city hall” with
offers of help and donations.

But Jasper sald it lsn't just abowt
heritage, it's about the jobs that
depend on heritage, especially

- those employed by businesses

around historic Courthouse
Square, which bore the brunt of
the F3 tornado’s destruction.
Jasper said the other fear is that
insurers, property and business
owners will want to settle quickly,
leading to unnecessary demoli-
tions that might be expedient
and I're-u costly. He'd like to see
an effornt made to slow decisions
until experts can evaluate the
damage to historic buildings.

Joe. belanger@sunmedia.ca

since

wmnmmmmmmmm below left, was not so lucky.

work crews are -

repairing hydro lines and haul-
ing tree trunks and branches to
a makeshift dump near the Sifto

tively

“But I think there’s going tobe a

great depression when the extent

of the damage sinks in"
Garland, who once worked

on a Royal Commission

ummmhhglhcﬁmﬂ

Toronto's waterfront, says he's
deeply concerned the loss of
s0 many old-growth trees will
the town's ability to
absorb ground water, and lead to
serious shoreline erosion.
“With the loss of the
treescape,” he says, “it's almost
like the town has been made
naked.” :
planned a_“public meeting
forum® on

community-support
- Saturday at 10:30 a.m. in the

Goderich Memorial Arena. A
notice being circulated by hand
downtown says Union Gas ser-
vice representatives are working

to restore gas service, hydro is
being slowly restored and “it

is expected that 90-95% of the
town will have by the end
of this week” The notice adds

It Was definitely a tornado. Nothmg else can do that resident says

THERISKS
Volunteer's
bid to help
lands him
in hospital

MASHOKA MAIMONA
The London Free Press

When Doug Webster called his
fishing buddy Art Mcintyre with
news of a town uprooted fromiits
- core by a deadly twister, Mcin-
tyre’s shock was ﬂeeung - u’:d
his reaction was determined. |

*Doug,. we're heading *
Goderich. Tomorrow mumu.'!.
Mcintyre said.

And head o Goderich he did.
But the good Samaritan would
soon be be back in London — in
a hospital bed after being flung
from a tree.

Mcintyre, a machinist _at
Briadco Fixture & Gauge Inc.’in
Windsor, left at 6 am. after an¥3
tornado levelled Goderich's care,
crippling the community. j

“He (Mcintyre) wanted to heip
out the community what-
ever he could. And what Art likes

doinglsdutiqtmu. Webﬂtr

'Alinfhilncighbmmpml:lm
whenever a bad storm takes out

Mclntyre his boss he
wouldn’ tbetnforﬂ:cnt:lm:plt
ufdmmdmtom

It was as if he was
catapuited. He flew
through the air about 20

to 25 feet before landing

- hard.

Doug Webster recails how

' pal Art Mcintyre was injured

His wife, Donna Mcintyre,
could only shake her head at her
husband’s characteristic obstin-
ance and he shrugged off her
last words that Monday morning:
“Just be safe”

Mcintyre, 49, met up with
his longtime friend Webster, of
London, at a mutual friend’s

wmhm—hm
time can be short” Coulson said.

hmhldhh_h-
' _nhhﬂ‘MH 1
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Several orgapizations and
individuals. are setting up fund-
raising drives to help Goderich
rebuild.

The relief effort continues to
focus on the needs of displaced
residents and securing and .
assessing buildings dmaged by
the F3 tornado that hammered
the town of 8,000 last Sunday.

Major heritage organizations,
including' the Architectural
Conservancy of, Ontario, are
accepting donations to help.

As well, the conservancy is
trying to put together a team of
experts to assess the Jdifiage andl™ “¢va,

1-4“"'1-

Idenﬂ!yhﬁmgehuﬂdnpﬂ:m_adnuaﬂun

can be saved.
Local heritage enthusiast Paul +
Carroll said he and others

wﬂingmrﬂumuneynndhdp ﬂhj&hm'
with the rebuild of not just herit~" ' that will be

age properties but those in low-
income areas where the devasta-

tion was just as bad.

IV im
FVIL S
oY i8S 1 ON

l.ur' .!.

" At least 30 and possibly. more
than 50 homes along Regent,
Oxford, Maitland and Cambridge
streets were destroyed or severely

“We want it clearly understood
the homes and people in those
areas are just as important to our
cultural and heri fabric as
those in the estab elegant
Victorian homes that were dam-
aged,” Carroll said.

He'sawareofatleastone home-
owner who had no insurance.

“These peaple h.we to be
looked after, too.” -

Former Seaforth m:idem
Mary McCall and her husband

MacBain, who live in Gen-
"have pledged ™
from the McCall

%m

donations. -
The goal is to create a fund of
atmsﬁm.ﬂmﬂmwﬂlbeund

“Both my husband John and I
want to provide some assistance
in this time of great need in Gode-

rich . . . I am particularly fond of
Goderich, and I treasure its won-

derful Western Ontario hesisgge,”
McCall saidin a statemeni)q
Carroll, Mark Husseyswnd
Randolf Lobb also are working
to shore up the town’s cultural
heritage.
Lobb said plans are underway

- to make a documentary about the

and the rebuild-
ing effort, which they hupe will

Mwm is

‘organize music events, .
mmmmm

"ﬁrtherdief:ﬂnrtlndubdld.

Gmdm
launched a
Salvation Army said.' mnyh*

-~

"5

-7

B Call the United way at 1-877-
1 818-8867 or go to unit

{ huron.ca and follow the links

B Text UCARE to 45768 on cell-
phone to donate $5

B Dial 211 (where that service

: md:sts)uws&n}mmtngm

Elﬁ mmmwp

B Gatnradausacatodomta
through the Canadian Red Cross

about 1,500 meals a MMMM

d:yl in the relief effort.

Rellef committee has t0'sd

ﬁn 0' %
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Godench courts, Iawyers
look for temporary home

JANE SIMS
The London Free Press

Not event & massive tomado
can stop the wheels of justice In
Huron County.

The lconic Goderich court
house in the centre of the square
wias damagdd In last week's
storm that demolished much of
the town's core.

The windows were blown out,
but it sppears the grey cement
structure — bullt In 1969 just
before the Infamous Steven
Truscott murder trial — should
survive.

Huron County Crown attormney
Hobert Morris sald both the Min-
istry of Labour and the Environ-
ment Ministry were checking the
bullding for structural and pos-
sible asbestos Issues.

Word has come back that the
structure is sound, but it won't be
until Lhristmas that the bullding
Is open for business both for the
court and Huron County.

In the meantime, Ontario
Attorney-Genergl Chris Bentley
said Ontario Court matters were
moved to the Walkerton courts
this week where Huron County
stafl held bail hearings and other
proceedings.

“We're actively working with
the justice participants to try to
find a location for the Superior
Court of justice matters,” Bentley
said.

BLUESFEST CANCELLED

of the Taste of Huron
Coast Bluesfest say
mmwwm
weekend are cancelled.

West Coast Bluesfest tickets,
including the Locavore Brunch N°
Biues on Sept. 4, can't be refunded
but the tickets will be honoured
at future events, said Jenna Ujiye
tourism marketer for Huron
Organtw'soﬂasuol'l-ﬂ.nmm

Bluesfest are organizing Tomado
Aid 2011, Ujiye said. The event

"Il ww can get the Ontario Court
matters there, (oo, that would be
real”

Maorria said they need space
lor justice offices and thres
CLAMTIOCOETIA

(nher sources sald the hope s
0 et cases going in the county in
Wi weeka

I'wo of the fown's law firms
ais0 are in need of space. One of
them, The Ross flrm, renovated
a century bullding on the square
and moved in April

One of the firm’s lawyers, Scont
Cowan, said the firm's old East
5t. office was deéstoyed. The
néew location would have been
fine but mins Tuesdsy and Wed
nesday damaged the walls and
restored floors before they were
allowed back to the building,

“We have an uncertain future
in that space,” he said.

Both Morris and Cowan
lamented the loss of what can't
be replaced — the century-old
trees that made the courthouse
and surrounding pa:t so beauti-
ful and serene.

And Morris sald he cnn.lld e
from the street the smashed win-
dows of his office.

It's & space he won't get a
chance to use again. Morris |s
retiring at the end of October
after serving as Huron County
Crown since 1965.

Jane sims@sunmedia ca
twitter.com/ Janeatl FPress

NO GAWKERS, PLEASE!
Huron OPP reopened Hwy.
8 through Goderich at 11 p.m,
Thursday. The road had been closed
since Sunday. Police are asking
motorists not to siow down or stop
to look at tornado damage. Some
local streets remain closed and driv-

. ers travelling on closed roads will be

charged, police said.

CHARGES WAIVED ON ATMS
TD Canada Trust will have an
information tent at the Sun Coast
Mall to answer questions about
mmmm

lsabuoﬁu'rgalrusmtﬂﬂnth

Seaforth branch weekdays 10am. -
and 5 p.m. TD customers
ATMs in Goderich of other

will have charges waived.
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B GODERICH: Tornado caused extensive damage to surface bulldings

Sifto plans mine repairs.

N s e - — = S

DAVE SYKES
OMI Agency

GODERICH — Compass Min
erals of Kansas Clry is "absolutely
committed” o the reconstruc
tion and continued opermtion of
the Sifto Salt Mine, extensively
damaged in the Aug. 21 tornado,
!ht‘ l'{lml'.'ldll'?' "'l-u.'l.':;'.\

"We are rebullding and we
know how important Sifio is to
the town,” sald Rowland Howe,
former mine manager and Com-
pass Minerals’ country executive
for Canada and director of cor-
porate engineering. “We've got
people going underground doing
inspections and the mine was not
harmed. Surface damage is huge
but we are surprised by what we

have left”
‘li Surface damage
is huge but we are

surprised by what we have
left

Rowland Howe
Compass Minerals

Hydro poles are down and
being replaced in the area and
a transformer station lost in the
storm is being reconstructed.

“Absolutely we are committed
to reconstruction. Compass Min-
erals Is totally dedicated to get
the mine going again,” he said.
“Salt will be moving sooner than
later. We have to restore power
and boat loading capacity.”

As of Monday morning, some
employees were at the mine “to
assess damage and clean up”
sald Compass spokesperson
Kelly Barton.

“We had about 49 employees at
the mine site and another 27 will
be at the evaporator plant,” she
said. “There s electricity to the
evaporator plant and there are
generators at the mine to bring
power to the shaft and pumping
system.

“The goal is to bring people
back as soon as possible but not
at the expense of bringing them
into an unsafe environment.”

About 485 people work at the
Sifto Mine and evaporator plant.

The salt mine was the first
structure in Goderich hit by the
F3 tornado.

Mine worker Norman Laberge,
61; of the Lucknow area, was
killed in the storm..The 31-year
employee was in a loading
boom when the storm hit the
waterfront.

“Let us not forget about Nor-
man and the absolute tragic
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The Aug. nmmmmmmmmmmmmwmmm

event in which he lost his life.
The storm came on so fast that
there was little time to react’
Howe said. “He was in the load-
ing boom over the boat on Sun-
day and other employees were
in the area but in more secure
positions. He's a symbol of what's
happened in Goderich.”

The company has set up two
phone lines for employees to call
for information. The numbers
are 1-877-766-1823 for the mine
and 1-877-893-0897 for the evap-
orator plant.

Information is also
the company websites: g
mine.ca and goderichplan

~n

Compass Minerals has made
donations to the Salvation Army
and established an employee
relief fund with matching funds
to help employees and their
families.

Goderich Signal-Star

B TECHNOLOGY: Facility expects 1o be up and running by 2043

BioAmber plant

TYLER KULA
QMI Agency

SAHRNIA A multd-million
dollar bloindustrial company s
setling up shop In Samia.

Montreal-based BloAmber In«
is building an $80-million frst
of-its- kind biosuccinic acid plant
on part of the existing Lanxess
site by 2013

The plant will produce bio-
based succinic acid, derived
from comn and used o match or
improve existing petrochemical
products. They're then used for
plastics, fragrance and cosmet-
ics, pharmaceuticals, polymers
and non-corrosive de-icers.

Initial capacity at the Samia
plant is pegged “at 17,000 tonnes
a year, with plans 1o double that
by 2014, industry and govern-
ment officlals said Monday at the
University of Western Ontario
Research Park in Sarnia.

Through its subsidiary Blue-
water Chemicals, BioAmber will
create, at minimum, 40 full-time
jobs at the Sarnia plant, along
with 150 construction jobs.

The company also plans to
produce 1,4-Butanediol (BDO)
on site.

“We're delighted because we
are here to create more jobs,’
sald Sandra Pupatello, Ontario
Minister of Economic Develop-
ment and Trade, announcing a
$15 million loan to BioAmber on
Monday.

It follows a $7.5 million fed-
eral government investment
announced in July.

“This is a real collection of a
whole bunch of hands in this
pot to turn it and make it work,”
Pupatello said. "And this is a per-
fect story.”

Sarnia was among more than
100 North American sites con-
sidered for the plant, said Mike
Hartmann, BioAmber’s corpor-
ate affairs vice-president, noting
the company already has a 3,000
tonne-capacity plant in France.

Sarnia was the top choice, he
said, because of an abundance of
com; nearby facilities that make
glucose; easy access to shipping
channeis; strong government
support; nearby colleges and
universities; a skilled work force:
and existing infrastructure.

“Unfortunately, Sarnia has had
some issues with plants closing,
but for us it's a great opportunity
because it literally saves us mil-
lions of dollars in building boil-

coming to Sarnia

€y, wasie water Ueatiment, (and)
having eleciricity, Hartmann
saiid :

linAmber's process s cheapgl
than conventional petroleurny
based routes, he sald. It's renews
able, sustainable and helipd
sequester CO2 ;

The deal s a step towards
developing a bio and alternative
fuel cluster in Sarnia-Lambog,
said Samia Mayor Mike Bradley;
noting the Bioindustrial Innoves
tion Centre, the Sustainablé
Chemical Alllance, the Sarnij®
Lambton Economic Partershipy
the city, county and the private
sector were all involved.

“We have several other coms
panies we're dealing with around
the same site,” he sald, noting
Sarnia Is developing a "buzz” I
the renewable chemical field asw
national leader.

You are leaders in
all of this, you are -
leading in the clean tech -
hlhlﬂﬂhﬂh]ﬂﬂlltllldhq;
in green energy jobs.

Sandra Pupatélio, Ontario Minister ,

of Economic Development and Trati__i'
Many Ontario jurisdictiod§

have claimed tdtes as green
energy hubs, Pupatello said, but
Sarnia was there first.

“You are leaders in all of this
you are leading in the clean tech
industries, you are leading in
green energy jobs," she said. &

It also means a brand n
market for Lambton County ca EE
crop farmers, said Ontario Feds
eration of Agriculture repfes.erm:
ative Don McGugan.

“At the end of the day | growa
crop that is looking for a home:
he said. “These guys are provids
ing me a brand new one.” =

Lambton County producis
about 100,000 acres of com Eﬂdﬁ
year, he said.

The BioAmber project lncluﬁ
a deal with local labour unions ff}
ensure it will be buile mdmug
strike, said Bradley.

Permitting work began in iuﬂ
and groundbreaking is expecté
in October. The completion ta
get is late 2012.

Sarnia Observer
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B GODERICH: Battered residents warned about shady operators preying on needed cleanup and repair work

Y Flim-flam follows tornado

JANE SIMS man who wanted cash to take down AVOIDING RIPOFFS
The London Free Press a tree in exchange for a receipt that
would show double the amount. Tips from the province:

Even in a disaster zone, someone’s Another opportunist claimed he | Get a written estimate.
always out to make a fast buck. was authorized to haul away one of = Ask for. and

After this month’s Goderich tor- the write-off cars from the deadly f OF. 31 ver ¥y,
nado destroyed the core of the "pret-  Aug, 21 twister. SIRTOLI.
tiest town in Canada,” wamings are But the smart owner wouldn't let W Make sure all work is
emerging for residents to beware ol the vehicle budge until the insurance detailed in the contract,
fly-by-night scammers and con art- company approved its removal. including the total costs
ists ready to prey on the wounded Around town, some residents have and start and completion
communiry. . reportedly paid up to $100 an hour dates

Already, Goderich Mayor Deb for tree removal and other work. ® Don't sign a contract
Shewfelt said, some savvy Goderich With rivers of spending expected unless you completely

“ residents have seen through some before the town s restored, shady understand it.
iy polie sy TR S  Make nomore tn SUEREEVE e Londn v Prc
- called after one woman reported a see GODERICH | Page A7 posit. The Courthouse Square in Goderich faces a major rebulid.
o --.ﬁ.,!"-%”_r_ -
t i 1 .'-.|.'._
FEEDIN G T B ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE

FRENZY Newest Knight meets team royalty on his f rst day in green and gold

Shark Night ~_ N VAR S Wiil) b
3D hits the big :& a2y S O \i\
screen. We've

also got DVD

MIKE HENSEN The London Free Press

Em Max Domi dons a London Knights jersey with the announcement of his signing Tuesday
mmﬂ,mmm = at the John Labatt Centre. With Domi are Memorial Cup-winning alumni Knights, Dylan

2 geraten s Hunter, left, Rob Schremp and Corey Perry. Details are on PAGES D1, 2.
B SEWERS: London warned its rejection of a service deal could fuel growth on its fringe B HEALTH CARE: London doctors, hospital duck questions

Arva decision causes a stink Resignations demanded
over psych fund fiasco

madeduroﬁchkmldaw

PATRICK MALONEY
and DEBORA VAN BRENK
The London Free Press
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