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Marriage patterns in historical perspective:
What can we learn from three centuries of marriages in Quebec?
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Marianne Caron, Département de déemographie — Université de Montreal
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M* do Libessac avait voulu sssisier au mariage de Lucien, (Page 459,)

Introduction

Main results
Figure 2- Marriages under age 21 by

marriage cohort and sex, Quebec 1660-1912

Figure 1- Proportion of never-married

individuals at age 45 by birth cohort and sex,
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Preindustrial Europe Preindustrial Asia

¢ For women, living in an urban parish was associated with a lower
risk of marrying before age 21. The likelihood of doing so also
decreased through the 19t century (Figure 4).
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High % of never-married individuals Universal marriage

Figure 4- Odds ratios: Effect of type of parish

(Reference category: Non-isolated rural parish (Further parish
within 20km))

M Isolated rural parish

Figure 3- Odds ratios: Effect of married siblings

(Reference category: 1 to 3 married brothers/sisters)

Neolocal tradition
(Formation of a new household Complex household system
after marriage)

** With few exceptions, younger parishes were associated with a
higher risk of marrying before age 21 and also of marrying to a lesser
extent. Conversely, parishes founded more than 60 years before were
associated with a lower risk of marrying and of marrying before age
21. This applied to men and women without major distinctions
(Figures 5 & 6).
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What about preindustrial North America ?
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of never-married individuals was low and age at first marriages early,

* Could higher availability of land resources have facilitated marriage especially for women

and therefore influenced its probability and timing ?

Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women ‘

*** The social environment of a family impacts both the probability
and the timing of marriage.

Probability of marriage Probability of marriage before age 21 Probability of marriage Probability of marriage before age 21

Data

(1) Le Registre de la population du Québec ancien (Université de Montréal)
Linked baptisms, burials and marriages from the Catholic parish registers

Figure 6- Kaplan-Meier survival, by time since parish foundation

* The urbanisation delayed marriage for women in the 19t" century.

Figure 5- Odds ratios: Effect of time since
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