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Importance of Evaluating Resources

Why RADAR?

What We Did and Future Research

Application

Students: The ability to critically evaluate information is a life-long skill.

Post-secondary students must learn how to properly evaluate resources

to become more efficient and skilled researchers as demonstrated by

the ability to quickly judge and assess information and information

sources. Students will be more successful in their studies if they are able

to assess the strengths and weaknesses of a piece of information and

its source. Students will be able to apply this skill to all forms of

information they encounter beyond their academic studies.

Instructors: Teaching the evaluation of information will help students

succeed in their academic pursuits. Evaluating information is an

essential critical thinking skill that will help students develop into

competent researchers and scholars. Instruction on the evaluation of

information can be done independently or integrated into existing lesson

plans.

Librarians: Information literacy (IL) is a large component of instructional

priorities. Informed by Association of College and Research Libraries

(ACRL) documents, librarians must be mindful of the way they instruct

students on the evaluation of information. By teaching the critical

evaluation of information as part of library instruction, librarians are

contributing to the development of life-long learners who understand the

nature of the information society and recognize the value of information

itself.

RADAR is a framework conceptualized by Jane Mandalios (2013) of the

American College of Greece as an approach to helping students

evaluate internet resources. RADAR is useful for librarians teaching

information literacy as it can be applied to all types information and

information sources. It is both an acronym and a palindrome, and can be

taught using any number of metaphors that imply “using one’s RADAR”

to navigate through the “sea” or “space” of information. RADAR can be

the “navigation equipment” (Mandalios, 2013, p. 472) that helps one get

the best information during their search while avoiding less favourable

information and information sources.

RADAR seeks to act as an alternative option to the widely used CRAAP

Test (Blakeslee, 2004). While CRAAP has value in its humour and

memorability, there were previously few valuable alternatives for

instructors looking for a more meaningful approach to the instruction of

evaluating information. RADAR is a more professional approach to this

topic that works similarly to the CRAAP test; however, RADAR implies

more of a scale rather than a yes/no checklist. RADAR also works

through multiple sociocultural lenses as it has the same meaning and

spelling in most languages, while CRAAP stems from vulgar slang that

may lose meaning when taught to certain cultural groups.
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• Taught RADAR in a series of 2nd year Psychology Research Methods

library instruction workshops.

• Students found the acronym to be a helpful tool for remembering the

factors to consider when critically evaluating information, and knew

how to apply the elements of RADAR in their research.

• In a post-workshop assessment, students acknowledged the

usefulness of RADAR as a tool for evaluating information.

• Future research could compare RADAR with CRAAP in terms of each

tools’ relative effectiveness in helping students evaluate resources.
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